SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2024

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER

W75 A« Fro Ve BRI N v o7k Z—
222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDER
Saturday, February 24th
5:00 p.m. For our parishioners
Sunday, February 25th
8:30 a.m. ‘FMomoe Ono, (Kazuko Ono)

10:00 a.m. tForunato A. Gupit, Sr (Birthday),
(The Jopanda Family)

Monday, February 26th
12:05 p.m. For the Elderly

Tuesday, February 27th No Mass

Wednesday, February 28th
12:05 p.m. For our parish

Thursday, February 29th
12:05 p.m. For all first responders and military

Friday, March 1st
12:05 p.m.  For peace and reconciliation.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Third Sunday of Lent
March 3, 2024
1" Reading: Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm: Psalm 19:8,9, 10, 11
2" Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
Gospel: John 2:13-25
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m. English

Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12:05 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2024

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

Abraham is portrayed as being willing to let go of what was most precious to him, the only son of his old age. In
being willing to let his son go to God, he went on to receive him back as a gift. The willingness of Abraham to let
go of what was most precious to him if that was what God was asking remained an inspiration to the people of
Israel. He had already shown a willingness to let go of his family and his homeland as he set out towards an un-
known land in response to God’s call.

The early church understood the relationship between Abraham and Isaac as pointing ahead to the relationship
between God the Father and Jesus. Like Abraham, God was prepared to let go of what was most precious to
him, his divine Son, out of love for humanity. God was prepared to let his Son take on our flesh, with all the dan-
gers that entailed. Saint Paul marvels at this generosity of God on our behalf, as he writes, ‘God did not spare his
own Son, but gave him up to benefit us all’. God let his precious Son join in our humanity even though the conse-
quences meant the rejection of Jesus by his own people and, ultimately, his crucifixion. Even after Jesus was
crucified, God continued to give him to us as risen Lord. When Paul contemplates this self-emptying love of God
for us, he asks the rhetorical question, ‘With God on our side who can be against us?’ If God’s love for us is so
total, then we have nothing to fear from anything or anyone.

Peter, James and John are taken up a high mountain by Jesus, and have an experience which takes their breath
away. It was an experience so precious that Peter could not let it go. He wanted to prolong it indefinitely and so
he says to Jesus, ‘Rabbi . . . let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah’. He and the
other two disciples had a fleeting glimpse of the heavenly beauty of Christ, and did not want to let go of it. Beauty
attracts the eye and the heart; it calls out to us. Yet, Peter and the others had to let go of this precious experi-
ence; it was only ever intended to be momentary. They would receive it back in the next life as a gift. For now,
their task was to listen to Jesus, ‘This is my beloved Son. Listen to him’.

That is our task too. We spend our lives listening to the Lord as he speaks to us in his word and in and through
the circumstances of our lives; we listen to him as a preparation for that wonderful moment when we see him
face to face in eternity and we can finally say, ‘it is wonderful to be here.’

Father Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Sunday'’s offering was $1,518/-
Ash Wednesday offering was: $619.00

POINTERS TO MAKE MASS MORE MEANINGFUL.

Come hungry for Jesus

o That means just that — come on an empty stomach

« Catholics should observe the Communion Fast for one
hour before receiving Holy Communion

« That means no coffee, no food, nothing but water and
medicine

e Jesus is going to be entering your body — make sure
there’s room for Him

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in the
Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in devo-
tions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer ser-
vices. Other suggested traditional practices include in-
creased prayer, scripture and other spiritual readings, alms-
giving, personal sacrifices in food and drink, increased cor-
poreal acts of mercy such a caring for and/or serving the
sick and needy. For more details on Lenten duties and regu-
lations, including abstinence and fasting, please pick up the
information sheet on the table at the back of the church.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION:
Join us for Mass, Rosary & Divine Mercy this Saturday at 9
am in church.

LENTEN PRAYER CAMPAIGN FOR VOCATIONS.

This Lent join Bishop Matt Elshoff in praying one Hail Mary
each day for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life. Through the intercession of the Blessed
Mother let us pray that the “Lord of the Harvest sends out
laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38).
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DID YOU KNOW?

Understanding “sexting” “Sexting” is the send-
ing of sexually explicit messages or images via
text. Sexting commonly happens in conversations
between teens and tweens, and usually involves
nude “selfies.” When these images are shared or
distributed on social media platforms like TikTok,
Instagram, and Snapchat, the problem is made
worse. Some states have laws against sexting that
could have criminal ramifications for teens. To
learn more, read the VIRTUS® article
“Responding to the Crime of Child Sexual Abuse
Materials” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.
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SAVE THE DATE:
St Patrick’s Day Dinner, March 17th, 2024
PRESALE ORDERS ARE DUE BY MARCH 3RD.

SFXCJCC and the Maryknoll Karate Club are joining forc-
es to bring you a new way to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
We will be dining-in and playing BINGO in Maryknoll Auditori-
um for St. Patrick’s Day this year!

The proceeds will be used for Building Maintenance and the
proposed Mural.

Volunteers from March 11th to March 17th. Sign-Up
sheets will be at the back of the church in a few weeks.

We are looking for donation of:

 door prizes ranging in price from $5 and up. Please,
no “white elephant “ items,

o Food Items for the dinner. (list available at the back of
the church)
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JOIN US TODAY FOR
SLOW MOVEMENT KATA & STRETCH
after the 10AM Mass in the Auditorium.
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Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12 p.m. on
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N ) VOF e U T f A A Legion of Mary....... Every Sunday
NSO bmqa%ﬁ&) BBAES TBD Auxiliary Meeting............... TBD
ZENOH . FHIRTOE Y ARFEEL (Zoon)........ 3/4/24 PPC Meeting (Zoom)..........3/4/24
FHHEOK . OEEIZZH DT B8R T Bl 3/17/24 St Patrick’s Lunch & Bingo.3/17/24
BASXDT - o< LS AbLyTFITA L F4ARER Stretch Class............ 4th Sunday

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. ltems will be retained for only one month.
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