FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 15, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, March 14th
5:00 p.m. Chris, Renuka & Gerard,
(Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, March 15th
8:30 a.m. ‘tHatsuyo Mori, (Etsuko Littlejohn)
10:00 a.m. ‘tMasako Morimoto, (Suzanne Isago)

Monday, March 16th, NO MASS

Tuesday, March 17th Anniversary of the Emergence of
the Hidden Christians of Japan in 1865
12:05 p.m. For the Catholics in Japan

Wednesday, March 18th
12:05 p.m. All Family Members of the
‘tMarian Fujimoto Family
Thursday, March 19th
12:05 p.m. For the Elderly and Sick of the Parish

Friday, March 20th
12:05 p.m. For Peace

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 82-85
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 15, 2026

1" Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14

Psalm: 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

2" Reading: Romans 8:8-11

Gospel: John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 15, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

The blind man is surrounded by his world, by the things he needs. Everything is there: his
room, his table, his chair, his bed, the handle on the door. But he did not see them. It is
that man that Jesus met in the street. Jesus saw him but he did not see Jesus, just as he
did not see the children, the trees, the animals, the birds and the flowers.

Jesus took some of the mud the bible tells us the whole of humankind was originally made
from. He put the fresh mud on the old eyes of that nameless blind man, and suddenly he
saw everything, not only Jesus, the children, the trees, the animals, the birds, and the flow-
ers. He saw much more, because almost immediately we hear him involved in discussions
with the authorities about God, the Sabbath, sin and signs, Jesus and his belief in the Son

of man. He saw it all, and they chased him away, because while he saw, they remained

blind.

Many things could be said about the text like this, especially when it is written by that mys-

terious author, John.

Let us take one striking aspect only. That man said: “He put mud on my eyes and now |

”

See.

He was in the dark, and now he saw himself.

In the case of this world, we all lived in the dark. Then Jesus stepped in and said, “| am the
light of the world.” The light that is going to clarify all.

He came as the light in this world so that we might see. Sight is given to us, yet sight is still

lacking in us.

Lord, make us see, and, like that man, judge and act.

Fr. Doan

— O G O s O —

Today we are having a second Collection for Aid to
the Church in Central and Eastern Europe

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in
the Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in
devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer
services. Other suggested traditional practices include
increased prayer, scripture and other spiritual readings,
almsgiving, personal sacrifices in food and drink, in-
creased corporeal acts of mercy such a caring for and/or
serving the sick and needy. For more details on Lenten
duties and regulations, including abstinence and fasting,
please pick up the information sheet on the table at the
back of the church.

THE LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION WILL BE ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 22nd at 11:30pm. Please sign up at
the entrance of the church.

TODAY IS OUR ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DINNER
AND BINGO

SFXCJCC and the Maryknoll Karate Club are joining
forces to bring you a new way to celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day. We will be dining-in and playing BINGO in
Maryknoll Auditorium for St. Patrick’s Day this year! The
proceeds will be used for Building Maintenance and our
ministries.

Corned Beef Dinners are available for purchase at the
door for $20.-.
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#M1X. lacatholics. org/did-you—know @ VIRTUS® &
= [Domestic Violence: Part 2] Z &< 71X\,

DID YOU KNOW? Children and healthy rela-
tionships: Ideally, children should know what
healthy relationships look like in their own lives.
This example is important for them to learn how to
develop their own relationships. Children need to
know that everyone has the right to feel safe and re-
spected, and that violence and abuse are never okay
in any relationship or interaction. Safe adults can
talk about the importance of respect and kindness,
and model that in their own relationships to show
children how to navigate friendships, conflict, and
other interactions. For more information, read the
VIRTUS® article “Domestic Violence: Part 2” at
lacatholics.org/did-you-know.
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SAVE THE DATES:

SPRING CLEANING:
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 8AM TO 1PM

PALM SUNDAY &
LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 (Palm Sunday)

HOLY WEEK:

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2ND
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
EASTER, SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH

SPRING FESTIVAL AND HOE DOWN
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games & Country Boutique.

We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small appli-
ances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks, Japanese
items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants, etc. Sorry, No
Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no large furniture. Items
can be brought to our library.

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT CHILI RECIPE?
We are accepting entries for the 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff!.
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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