FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 22, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org

For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:

www.SFXCJCC.org
FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Saturday, March 21st.
5:00 p.m. ‘tKay Kamei, (Jerry Kamei)

Sunday, March 22nd
8:30 a.m. ‘TEiko Tamagawa, (Kayoko Yasuda)
10:00 a.m. ‘tMasako Morimoto, (Suzanne Isago)

Monday, March 23rd, NO MASS
Tuesday, March 24th NO MASS

Wednesday, March 25th

12:05 p.m. FNobuo Kuwamoto, (Etsuko Littlejohn)
Thursday, March 19th

12:05 p.m. For our Parish

Friday, March 20th
12:05 p.m. For the sick and elderly of our parish.

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 82-85
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 22, 2026

Ist Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7

Psalm: 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24

2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11

Gospel: Mathew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 15, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

| think humankind is like that man, Lazarus in our gospel of today: helpless, frustrated,
bound up, smelly, decaying, blind, deaf, at a loss, full of maggots — dead!

This is how Jesus found his friend, that helpless man, Lazarus, a man he had loved so
much. When we got Lazarus’s smell in his nose, it got in his eyes as well. First there was a
knot in his throat, but then that lump came up and he wept, then he wept bitterly, and they

said: “Look, how he loved him!”

He said, “Roll that stone away!” But Lazarus’ sister said, “Don’t roll that stone away. Leave
thing as they are. The smell would be unbearable.” Just as we so often say: “Let us not
touch this or that issue; it might explode in our faces.”

He said: “Roll that stone away!” and then he called him, “Lazarus,” and command him,
“‘come out!” And that dead man came out and started to live.

Jesus wants to do so to each one of us, too — and also to all humankind — what he did to

Lazarus.

Let us step out of the tomb. Let us take the bonds from our arms and legs, remove the
stones from our eyes, take the cotton out of our ears and mouths, and let us live with him.

Fr Doan

Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 Schedule
We will observe our regular schedule:
8:30 a.m. Japanese Mass
10:00 a.m. English Mass

THE LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION WILL BE ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 29th at 11:30pm. Please sign up at
the entrance of the church. Today is the last day to order
lunches.

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in
the Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in
devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and pray-
er services. Other suggested traditional practices include
increased prayer, scripture and other spiritual readings,
almsgiving, personal sacrifices in food and drink, in-
creased corporeal acts of mercy such a caring for and/or
serving the sick and needy. For more details on Lenten
duties and regulations, including abstinence and fasting,
please pick up the information sheet on the table at the
back of the church.

Thank you for making the St. Patrick’s Dinner and
Bingo a success. A BIG THANK YOU to Paul Ishii &
all his volunteers who cooked a delicious dinner for
us. A SPECIAL Thank you to the Maryknoll Karate for
adding Bingo to our St. Patrick’s Dinner. And last
but not least, THANKYOU TO ALL WHO MADE DO-
NATION OF ITEMS AND MONETARY DONATIONS.

We have sliced corned beef for sale after the Sunday
Masses this weekend. We hope to have a report for you
in a few weeks.

Spring Clean-up Day. Saturday, March 28, 2026, 9am
to 1pm. We need volunteers to help clean up the church
and facility for Easter.. Please sign at the entrance of the
church. Snacks and lunch will be provided.

EASTER LILY DONATIONS are needed for our Chapel
and Altar for Easter. Please bring your lilies on Palm
Sunday or no later than Holy Saturday. For a monetary
donation, special flower envelopes are located in the
back of the chapel.
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DID YOU KNOW? Ways to combat human traf-
ficking: Human trafficking can happen anywhere
and when we least expect it. Traffickers often focus
on potential victims who are vulnerable, for example,
if a child has an unstable or unsupportive home life.
One way to take action is to eliminate vulnerabilities
wherever possible. Another important aspect of culti-

vating a safe environment is to focus equally on chil-
dren’s interactions online and in person. Many pred-
ators use online sites to target victims as well. Chil-
dren should know how to interact safely and to look
for red flags. For more information, read the VIR-
TUS® article “Know the Facts: Abductions and Hu-
man Trafficking” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.
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SAVE THE DATES:

SPRING CLEANING:
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 8AM TO 1PM

PALM SUNDAY &
LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 (Palm Sunday)

HOLY WEEK:

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2ND
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
EASTER, SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH

SPRING FESTIVAL AND HOE DOWN
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games & Country Boutique.

We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small appli-
ances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks, Japanese
items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants, etc. Sorry, No
Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no large furniture. ltems
can be brought to our library.

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT CHILI RECIPE?
We are accepting entries for the 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff!.
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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