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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD, JANUARY 11, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

The baptism of Jesus took place thirty years after his birth, but it is celebrated at Christmastime,
|mmed|ately after his birth, his incarnation. That is correct, for his baptism, too, belongs to the be-
ginning — the begmnmg of God'’s incarnation. So, his incarnation and his baptism can be seen as
God’s involvement in affairs of human beings in thls world.

To us, getting involved is a painful process. It is a hard way, a continuous effort. The involvement,
for example, every time you listen, it is going to cost you time, energy and very often money. It
eats you, it needles you. The clearer things get, and the clearer you let things get, the more time it
is going to cost, the more energy, the more of your personality, and the more of your money.

At the moment Jesus left Nazareth and stepped into the crowd in Jordan river, he got involved with
sinners. Up to that moment, he had been hidden. They had been ignorant of him, and their igno-
rance meant his bliss. Up to that moment, he had been safe. Up to then he had been secure. At
the moment he stepped out in the open, he got involved. When God saw His Son stepping out,
God was so excited that He shouted through all the heaven and the sky, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased.” (Mt. 3:17).

Involvements of human affairs, Jesus had to carry out all their heavy and burden stuffs. People did

not leave him alone anymore. Then, they got tired of him, very tired, and in the end, they hang him
on the cross to death.

His baptism, his stepping into the crowd, was a deliberate decision to get involved, to rub shoul-
ders with all the others, to be with the crowd, to be with sinners, to be with all.

So we are again, when we are dealing with many concerns and issues of our time. It definitely is
our vocation to be involved with those who may and should claim us: our children, those entrusted
to us, those dependent on us, our direct neighbors, the people we meet on our way.

Fr. Doan
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SHINNENKAI (New Year’s 2026) Celebra-
tion is today after the 10am Mass. Please
join us in the Auditorium. If you did not order
your lunch we may have a few available for

CHURCH ENVELOPE SETS are available in the vesti-
bule of the Church. If you would like to receive a set of
Sunday offertory envelopes or would fike to register with
the parish, please call the Rectory.

$17 each. Please check in at the registration

ARE YOU REGISTERED WITH THE PARISH? NOT

SURE? Are you NEW to the parish? If you are not re-

ceiving mailings from St Francis Xavier Chapel, please fill
out the Registration Form at the back of Church, and turn
it into the office. It doesn’t cost a thing to register.

Next Sunday we will have a collection for the Pasto-
ral Solidary Fund for the Church in Africa. Enve-
lopes will be available at the back of the Church.

ONLINE GIVING: Do you sometimes forget your offerto-
ry envelopes at home? Did you know you can give online
or setup automatic donations. Call the office and we can
help set up your online giving. Or our website at:
https:/sfxcjcc.org/donations

The Sisters of Life in Vietnam sent a Thank You let-
ter for the generous support they received from our
parish, They received $8,642 from our special coI
lection toward rebuilding the damaged Convent.
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