SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT,

DECEMBER 7, 2025

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, December 6th
5:00 p.m. *tSouls of Damian & Rose, (Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, December 7th
8:30 a.m. ‘}Mr. Lien Dominic Hoang,
(Maria Kai & Ladies Guild)
10:00 a.m. TKimiko Margeret Higashi,
(Teramoto & Sugiyama Families) .

Monday, December 8th,
Feast of the Inmaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary
12:05 p.m. For our Parishioners

Tuesday, December 9th
12:05 p.m. For First Responders and the Military

Wednesday, December 10th
12:05 p.m. For our Parish
Thursday, December 11th
12:05 p.m. For the Sick of our Community

Friday, December 12th
12:05 p.m. For our Parish

TODAY’S READINGS

can be found in the missalette on pages 230-232
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025
1* Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
Psalm: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
2" Reading: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 7, 2025

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

People wondered about John the Baptizer. They had reasons to be surprised by him. He came
from the desert. He did not work; he did not own anything; he did not eat bread made by hu-
man hands; he did not drink wine pressed from the grapes. He ate nature as it fell from God’s
hands: locusts, snails, and honey. He did not use an ounce of textile; he was dressed in a
camel’s skin, with leather girdle made of another skin.

His teaching was remarkable, too, because it was hard-hitting and one-sided. He called his
public — people who, after all, showed sufficient goodwill to come to be converted — a brood of
snakes. He announced without any hesitation that, as far as he was concerned, God’s judg-
ment was very near, and everybody would be cut down like a tree and thrown in a fire that
would never go out. He maintained that everyone should change his life, and quickly, without
hesitation — policemen, soldiers, and housewives.

He was not clear about what would happen to those who converted. He was clearer on what
would happen to those who would not. Their future would be God’s wrath, God’s anger, God’s
fury, and God’s vengeance. John’s message was a message of doom. It could hardly be
called: “good news!” But John was right in the old way, according to the Old Testament pat-
tern. With John, the Old Testament closed! Jesus made the different very clear.

John lamented; Jesus rejoiced. John sang a funeral hymn, Jesus an alleluia verse. John re-
fused to eat bread; Jesus broke his bread. John refused to drink wine; Jesus changed all the
water in the kitchen into wine. John dressed in a camel’s skin, Jesus in a customized shirt with-
out a seam. John warned; Jesus invited. They were, in fact, so different that they started to
wonder about each other. John sent his disciples to Jesus to ask him: “Are you really the one?”
Jesus answered: “You, John, are the greatest of the Old-Timers, but the smallest of the New-
Timers is greater than you!”

Dear brothers and sisters, something new started two thousand years ago already! That is the
Kingdom of God, and we all are invited into that Kingdom. That is the Kingdom of the new era,
and we invited not only to profit passively from it, but also to build it.

Fr Doan

OFFERINGS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER: Thank you
for your generous support.

Last month’s offering was $9,794.01.

NEXT WEEKEND IS THE COLLECTION FOR THE RETIRE-

MENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Help care for elders.
“Thanks to support from the Retirement Fund for Religious,
we are now in a much better position to care for our elders,”
writes a religious sister. Your donation helps her religious
community and hundreds of others provide for aging members
and plan for long-term needs. Please give to Retirement Fund
for Religious collection.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MOTHER,

Monday, December 8th is a
Holy Day of Obligation,
Mass at 12:05 p.m.

ADVENT RETREAT
Bilingual Japanese & English
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14TH, 11AM.

Please sign up today at the back of the Church.
Today is the last day for a box lunch for the retreat. They
are $10 each
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DID YOU KNOW? Red flags in gift giving: 'Tis
the season for giving and receiving gifts, but
some gifts are inappropriate for children to re-
ceive from adults. Talk to your children about ap-
propriate gift giving — who they should give pre-
sents to and who they do not need to give to.
Discuss when they should accept a present or
not. This would be a good time to establish fami-
ly rules about gift receiving. For example: friends
and family may not accept gifts outside of estab-
lished holidays, like a birthday or Chrlstmas For
more information, read the VIRTUS® article “An
embarrassment of riches: establishing a frame-
work for gift giving to kids” at lacatholics.org/did-

you-know.
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER TOY DRIVE: Help us bring the gift of
joy to a child this Christmas by donating a new, unwrapped
toy or small sports equipment Today. The Toys will be given
to the LTSC for youths in need.

NOTE: Please NO toy weapons (i.e., guns, knives, lightsa-
bers, etc.), glass products, liquids, and toiletries (i.e., fra-
grances, nail polish, etc.).
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Join us TODAY for the
ST FRANCIS XAVIER FEAST DAY FESTIVAL
TODAY, Sunday, Dec. 8th, 10 am to 3 pm
Visit our vendors at the Craft Fair, Visit Santa and have your
photo taken in the Auditorium, and
the food booth in the clubroom.
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RED POINSETTIAS
are needed to decorate our Chapel for Christmas. You can
be a part of the preparation to welcome Baby Jesus by do-
nating red poinsettias. Please bring 6” potted poinsettias and
leave them in the chapel between Sunday,
December 14th and Christmas Eve. You may
also drop them off at the Office when the
church is closed. Special flower envelopes
are also available in the vestibule of the
Church.
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P ) B~ fmHAREA Legion of Mary.......... .Every Sunday
BLREAOFE. ... 12/6/25 First Saturday Devation........ 12/6/25
T AT 42N 12/7/25 Festival & Craft Fair.............. 1217125
RS .. 12/14/25 Advent Day of Recollection..12/14/25
EMERS PPC..ccoiiiieieeeeee e, TBA

A bbyF 7T A..12/28/25 Stretch & Slow Movement...12/28/25

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREFIEZ TT LY,

LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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