THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,

FEBRUARY 1, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER

W75 A« Fro Ve BRI N v o7k Z—
222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, January 31st
5:00 p.m. fAlice Sepulveda., (Patrice Okabe)
Sunday, February 1st
8:30 a.m. For the Sick of our Community,
(The Ladies Guild)
10:00 a.m. FCatherine Uyeda, (Stan & Alice Doi)

Monday, February 2nd  NO MASS

Tuesday, February 3rd
12:05 p.m. TMr. & TMrs. Lien Hoang, ‘TMickey
Maruya, tGang Bu-Chul Helena

Sorry for the inconvenience, we will not have Mass
from Wednesday to Friday this week. Fr. Doan will be
out of town for his mother’s funeral. Please keep the
Hoang Family in your prayers.

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 230-232
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Feb. 8, 2026
1% Reading: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
Psalm: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
2" Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/
readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

The Beatitudes call us to soul-searching and prompt a certain feeling of unease each time we hear them. But Jesus spoke them
as an encouragement to us. They are not a law and lay no yoke on the disciple’s shoulders. In eight striking sentences they por-
tray the marvellous freedom that a believer can enjoy. Jesus speaks from experience, because he lived the Beatitudes in his own
life, and it is only by living them ourselves that we can discover how true they are.

In line with the Old Testament, it would seem that St Matthew’s “poor in spirit” was a reference, not so much to those lacking
worldly possessions, but rather to those who found themselves in humble circumstances and continued to make do without com-
plaint, those whose spirits remained free despite their lowly social standing and their servile duties, which were in such stark con-
trast to the arrogance of those who controlled the sources of wealth, and also were its main beneficiaries. Hundreds of years earli-
er the Psalmist prayed, “This poor man called, and the Lord heard him, and saved him from all his distress” (Ps 34:6). Such a per-
son had some detachment from material things because he knew that they would not bring him complete happiness or security,
and so he relied on God, confident that God alone would give him help and hope and strength.

But this does not mean that material poverty is a good thing. It simply is not. Jesus, fr example, would never regard that state as
blessed where people live in slums without having enough to eat, and where health degenerates because conditions are all
against it.

Paradoxically, Jesus himself never initiated any social reform, nor campaigned to redistribute wealth. “Do not store up treasures
for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust consume and thieves break in and steal, but rather lay up treasures for yourselves in
heaven” he said in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 6:19+). Despite his miraculous feeding of the multitudes Jesus’ concern never
stopped short at the material goods, or lack of them, in peoples’ lives.

It was on people themselves, the human person in relation to God, that Jesus focused his mission. “Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and his saving justice, and all these other things will be given you as well” (Mt 6:33). And there is absolutely no doubt that his
sympathy went out to the humble and those who were burdened, the outcasts like sinners and publicans who lived a despised
existence on the verge of Jewish society. His love went out to people who have only God to turn to, the powerless, those who
mourn, those who are persecuted, abused and calumniated on account of Christ, all these will be comforted. They will have mercy
shown them. Theirs will be the kingdom of heaven; in them the love of God will reveal itself as the meaning of life; they will be
called children of God, they shall see God.

Fr. Doan
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Thank you for your generosity. Today is the last day to sign the condolence card at the
Last Month Collection total $8,879.- entrance of the church . If you would like to send the Hoang
family a sympathy card or Koden, please give it to Fr Doan or
Join us First Saturday Devotion to the Office.
Saturday, Feb. 7th at 9am for Mass, Rosary & Divine Mer- | | Fr. Doan will be leaving on Wednesday for the his mothers
cy. Confessions available immediately after Mass. Funeral and will be back Saturday.
Weekday Mass will be canceled from Wednesday to Fri-
We are in need of several Adult volunteers to help during day, while Fr.is gone. Sorry for the inconvenience.

Mass for the 10am Mass.
Please see Tom Nishi or contact the office staff for more in-

formation. TOGETHER IN MISSION

Next weekend is Together in Mission Commitment Sunday.”
Religious Education Congress: Feb 20th—22nd at the An- Archbishop Gomez invites us to make our annual commitment
aheim Convention Center. We need volunteers for our to help those parishes and schools that need our help. If you
booth. Please see the sign up sheet at the entrance of the have made a gift in the past, a letter should arrive in your
church. home this week asking you to renew your support. You can
We also need volunteers to help make Tsuru origami return that pledge card via mail or make your pledge at our-

(Cranes) for us to distribute at the Rel Ed Congress missionla.org/give.
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DID YOU KNOW? Facts about the Missing
Children hotline: Since the Missing Children 24-
hour hotline (1-800-THE-LOST or 1-800-843-
5678) launched 41 years ago, countless children
have been safely found and brought home. The
hotline has received over 5 million calls in the last
41 years. During national emergencies and disas-
ters, the National Center for Missing and Endan-
gered Children has helped find lost children, work-
ing with emergency responders to reunite fami-
lies. For more information about the Missing Chil-
dren hotline, visit ttps://www.missingkids.org/
gethelpnow/isyourchildmissing.
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TODAY IS THE SAFEGUARDING THE CHILDREN FOR
ADULTS TRAINING SESSIONS: The Archdiocese requires
all volunteers and staff members to take the Protecting God’s
Children for Adults every four years.

For volunteers, parents and staff who have not taken the
class or if your certification has expired, the next class will be
on Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026 from 12pm to 3pm, Please bring
your own lunch, Please call the office at (213)626-2279 if you
would like to sign up for this class.
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. Boy Scout Sunday
oop.‘{ : PANCAKE BREAKFAST
< Boy Scout Troop 145
Sunday, Feb 1st from 9:30am to 11:30 am
Pre-Sale tickets are available for $12, after the Sunday Mass-
es this weekend from the Scouts.
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We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser.
Suggested items: small appliances, kitchenware, plates, tea/
sake sets, knickknacks, Japanese items, wallets, scarves &
shawls, potted plants, etc. Sorry, No Tech items, no shoes,
no clothing, no large furniture. ltems can be brought to our

(AN library.
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
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