“Behold, I Come Quickly”

Word Study on the Greek Word

“tachos”

The New Testament was originally written in “Koine Greek”. The Koine
Greek is a very specific language that can give us further insight into the
meanings of words and phrases used throughout the New Testament.

A study of a particular word in the Koine Greek can establish patterns for
a more complete understanding of statements of Truth we read about in the
New Testament. Today, we are going to be examining the Greek word
“tachos” and its many uses throughout the New Testament.

The word “tachos” and all the different related forms of this Greek word
is used over 30 times in the Greek New Testament.

It’s meaning is: “briefly” in time, “speedily” in manner, “rapidly”,
“hastily”, “quickly”, “shortly”, “soon”. It clearly denotes something
that is “shortly” going to take place with emphasis on “no delay” if any at
all. When the writers wanted to express imminency of any event or
happening, a form of “tachos” was one of the Greek words that was often

used.

We derive our English word, “tachometer” from this Greek word. A
tachometer is an instrument that measures the rotation speed of a shaft or
disk in an engine.

tacho-

word-forming element of Greek origin meaning "speed," often short for
tachometer, ultimately from Latinized form of Greek takhos "speed, swiftness,

fleetness, velocity,” which Beekes calls a derivative of takhys "swift," a word of

unknown origin.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/Koine-Greek-language
https://www.etymonline.com/word/tacho-

In order to get a consistent application of the meaning and use of this Greek
word, “tachos”, we must look at several verses in which this word was used.

Let’s begin in Acts 12:7.

the®33%8 prison: G312 and©116! he smoteG3°¢0 PeterS#74 on theG3588 side,G*125 and raised him up,G145% G846 gaying 3004 Arise
up®0 quickly. 61722 G3034 ApndG2532 higG840 chains®2* fell offC160! from©!'<37 /iis hands.C74%>

G5034
TAXOC
tachos

takh'-os

From the same as G5036; a brief space (of time), that is, (with G1722 prefixed) in haste: - + quickly. + shortly, + speedily.

Here the angel told Peter to rise up quickly (tachos). Peter didn’t waste
any time when the angel told him this.

In Acts 22:17-18, Paul is giving his testimony to an angry Jewish mob in
Jerusalem. He related that while he was praying, he fell into a trance and
saw Jesus telling him to “Make haste and get thee quickly (tachos)

out of Jerusalem....” Already we can see that “tachos” is used to
communicate urgency.

Act 22:17 And®M91 it came to pass,©'%° that, when I5°*27 was come again®“"2*" to¢1°1? Jerusalem, 'Y even©2>*2 while 1340
prayedC4336 inC1722 theG3588 temple, G241 TC3165 wasG109 jnG1722 g trance;C1o1l!

Act 22:18 And®2932 sawC1492 him G840 saying©3004 unto me, %3427 Make haste,49%2 and©2332 getC183! thee quickly©l722 63034 out
ofG1337 Jerusalem: 62419 forG1360 they will notG3736 receiveG3838 thyG4672 testimony©3 14! concerning©*012 me, G170

In 1 Timothy 3:14, Paul is communicating with Timothy that he will be
coming to see him “shortly” (tachos). It clearly was saying that it would
just be in a little while.

[1Ti 3:14 These things®*"> write!12° T unto thee,“**’! hoping®!¢’ to come©2'** unto®*1* thee*>’! shortly:c303

GS5032
Tc':)(lovi
tachion

takh'-ee-on

Neuter singular of the comparative of G5036 (as adverb); more swiftly, that is, (in manner) more rapidly, or (in time) more
speedily: - out [run], quickly, shortly, sooner.

In Matthew 5:23-25, Jesus is teaching a concept associated with giving;
“Agree with thine adversary ‘quickly’ (tachos) ...”




G5032
Tc'x)(lovi
tachion
takh'-ee-on

Neuter singular of the comparative of G5036 (as adverb); more swiftly, that is, (in manner) more rapidly, or (in time) more
speedily. - out [run], quickly, shortly. sooner.

In Matthew 28:7, the angel told the women at the empty sepulcher of
Jesus to “....go ‘quickly’ (tachos) and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead....”

Mat 28:7 And®>32 goG+1% quickly,53%*7 and tell&2036 hisC340 disciples©?10! that“375* he is risen®!43* from©37> the&3388

10162-“3!3 I have toldG2036 YO“_GSZIB

Those women went both speedily and quickly. In this same setting in
Mark 16:8, “And they went out ‘quickly’ (tachos) and fled from
the sepulcher”.

Mar 16:8 And®2332 they went out®!#3! quickly,°%*° and fled%*+* from®>7> the®*%¢ gepulchre;341¢ fortl16! they©84o
trembled®>156 G2192 andG2532 were amazed:©'6!! neither®>32 said©2°%6 they any thing™7%? to any©>752 man,; forG109 they
were afraid.c53%

The word “tachos” is also used in the Greek in Luke 15:22 in the parable
of the prodigal son. This scripture is unique because the word “tachos” is
not translated into the English but is rather “understood”.

It should read, “.... quickly (tachos) bring forth the best robe....”

In John 11:29, we find Mary’s reaction to the arrival of Jesus soon after
the death of Lazarus; “As soon as she heard that, she arose ‘quickly’
(tachos) and came unto Him.”

Joh 11:29 As soon as®613 sheG1565 heardS!%! /)17, she arose®!**® quickly.55%35 and®2532 came®2% untoG+ 14 him G846 |

G5035
TaXU
tachu
takh-oo’

Neuter singular of G5036 (as adverb); shortly, that is, without delay, soon, or (by surprise) suddenly, or (by implication of
ease) readily: - lightly, quickly.

Also, in John 11:31, Mary “.... rose up ‘hastily’ (tachos) and went
out....” to weep at the grave of Lazarus.

Joh 11:31 The® % Jews®>* then® 9" which were®*"7 with®**?¢ her®®*° in®!7>? the®*>*¢ house,**¢!* and“**?
comforted©3$5¢ her,5346 when they saw®14%2 Mary,5*137 thatS37>* she rose up©+? hastily©~%3? and“2**2 went out, 613!
followed®!? her,®%46 saying,®3°* She goeth®?!17 untoCl31¢ the®?383 graveC?41° toC2443 weep©?7® there.C156%
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Jesus told the parable of the great supper in Luke 14:21; “.... Go out
‘quickly’ (tachos) into the streets and lanes of the city.....”

Luk 14:21 S06293 thatG1365 servant©140! came, 3854 and shewed©318 hisG8+8 1ordG2962 these things.G5023 ThenG311? theG3588
master of the house®3%17 being angry©<3710 saidS2930 to his©348 servant,G1401 Go out®!83! quickly©3030 intoGLiL? theG338s
streetsSH13 andG2532 Janes©4505 of the©3388 city, 64172 andS2532 bring in©'52! hither®3%02 theG3388 poor,G+434 and©2332 the
maimed,%375 and©2532 the halt,G3560 and©2>32 the blind.°185

G5030
TAXEWG
tacheos

takh-eh'-oce

Adverb from G50306; briefly, that is, (in time) speedily, or (in manner) rapidly. - hastily, quickly, shortly, soon, suddenly.

Another parable in Luke 16:6: “.... take thy bill and sit down
‘quickly’ (tachos) and write fifty.”

Luk 16:6 AndG!16! heG3388 said G2036 Ap hundred®!34? measures®®*? of 0il.61637 And©2332 he said®2%36 unto him,®*¢ TakeCG120°
thyC+975 bill, 61121 and©2532 sit down®22 quickly,%°%3? and writeC!125 fifty. 600+

In 1 Corinthians 4:19, Paul says “But I will come to you ‘shortly’
(tachos)” speaking about a soon visit he would be making.

1Co 4:19 ButC!¢! [ will come®206+ toC+314 you®20? shortly, 52030 ifC1437 the®3588 Lord®>*¢% will,52*% and®2**? will know,¢!10¢7
not&3756 theG3588 gpeecht3056 of them which are puffed up,©3#48 but®>? theG3588 power, G141

This same context is found in Philippians 2:19, 24. Paul says, “But I
trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus ‘shortly’ (tachos) unto
you....” “But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall come ‘shortly’
(tachos)”

Php 2:19 ButCH6 [ trust©167¢ inG1722 the Lord%2%2 Jesus©2+2* to send**** Timotheus®% shortly©*%*? unto you, 213
that®2*+ I also®2°%* may be of good comfort,®>!7* when I know®!%®7 your state 64012 G3216

\Php 2:24 ButC16 [ trustG3982 inG1722 the Lord®>®%? that®37>* I also©2*32 myself©840 shall come©2054 shortly. G200

Also in 2 Timothy 4:9, Paul says, “Do thy diligence to come
‘shortly’ (tachos) unto me.”

2Ti 4:9 Do thy diligence®7% to come®2°¢* shortly©*30 unto©*314 me;G3165

G5030
TAXEWC
tacheos

takh-eh'-oce

Adverb from G5036; briefly, that is, (in time) speedily, or (in manner) rapidly: - hastily, quickly, shortly, soon, suddenly.




At the Last Supper, Jesus told Judas in John 13:27, “... That thou
doest, do ‘quickly’ (tachos)”.

Joh 13:27 And®%32 afterG326 the®32%8 sopCa3% Satan®**%" entered®'*2* into®151° him.G1%6° Then®7%7 said“"%* Jesust*2* untq
him, %8¢ That®373° thou doest,54160 doC+160 quickly,G3032

G5032
Tc'x)(|0v|
tachion
takh'-ee-on

Neuter singular of the comparative of G5036 (as adverb); more swiftly, that is, (in manner) more rapidly, or (in time) more
speedily: - out [run], quickly, shortly, sooner.

In James 1:19, “tachos” is translated as “swift”.

Jas 1:19 Wherefore, 52520 my©3430 beloved©?’ brethren, 50 let every®3#3% man©++ beG2077 swift3036 to hear.C!*! slowC102! to
speal, 5230 slowC1021 t0C131% wrath: 3707

GS5036
TaXUg
tachus
takh-oos’

Of uncertain affinity; fleet, that 1s, (figuratively) prompt or ready: - swift.

In Galatians 1:6, Paul says, “I marvel that ye are so ‘soon’ (tachos)
removed from him that called you....”

Gal 1:6 I marvel©22% that“3 />4 ye are 505277 soon“>%*0 removed©**4% from“>’> him that called<2°%* you®=2% into©1722 the
grace®*%3 of Christ®>*7 unto©'°1® another®2%7 gospel: G209

In Romans 16:20, we can see that Satan’s defeat is coming very “shortly”
(tachos).

Rom 16:20 And®116! the®33%8 GodS*1° of peace®!*!° shall bruise“***’ Satan“*%" under®>>>® your®>’ feett+22¢ shortly.G1722
GS034 TheG3588 graceGH55 of ourt227 Lord %62 Jesus®242¢ Christ®557 he withG3326 you.G5216 Amen G281

G5034
Taxog
tachos

takh'-os

From the same as G5036; a brief space (of time), that is, (with G1722 prefixed) in haste. - + quickly, + shortly, + speedily.

In all of these examples that we have cited so far, no one would have any
difficulty at all understanding the use of the word “tachos”.
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We can see time and time again that this Greek word denotes something
that is happening very shortly, quickly, swiftly, and without delay.

There is no debate about what “tachos” means in all of the above
passages. Now that we have clearly established the meaning in several
Scriptural examples, let us continue to examine this same word in many
other Scriptural references.

In Revelation 1:1, “...to shew unto his servant’s things which

must ‘shortly’ (tachos) come to pass....”

Rev 1:1 The Revelation®®? of Jesus©2*2* Christ,.5>>*7 which®*7*® God®**1® gave®'*?* unto him,“** to shew®!1% unto his“**
servants©#0! things which®*7*® mustG1163 shortly©1722 65034 come to pass;©10°¢ andS>32 he sentS%+¢ and signified+°! j7
by©1223 hisG8 angel®*Z unto his®**8 servant©'40! John:G2#!

John, in the very first verse of the Book of Revelation, makes a very strong
time statement. He said that everything recorded in the Book of Revelation
was going to “shortly” come to pass.

This is the same John who was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and was told
by Jesus to write down EVERYTHING he saw. (Revelation 1:10,17-19)

If anyone knew about the timing of these events in Revelation, it would be
the one who saw it and experienced it, the Apostle John. Let’s continue to
travel through the Book of Revelation and notice all the uses of the word
“tachos”

113

In Revelation 2:5, Jesus says, “.... or else I will come unto thee

‘quickly’ (tachos)...’

Rev 2:5 RememberG#! therefore®7¢7 from whenceS*1> thou art fallen.G150T andS233Z repent,G33%0 andG732 doGH0 theG358
firstG+13 works; 2041 or else®14%0 [ will come®29%* unto thee®407! quickly,®3%3* and%2332 will removeG2795 thyG4673
candlestick®3 %87 out ofG1537 hisG88 place, 55117 except®3392 thou repent.G3340

Jesus proclaims in Revelation 3:11, “Behold, I come ‘quickly’
(tachos)....”

Rev 3:11 Behold, %2400 | come®2"¥ quickly:G3%%5 hold that fast®2%02 which®373® thou hast, 2192 that®2#43 no manG33¢7 takeC2¢3
thyCG475 crown. 4733

In Revelation 22:6, “...the Lord God.... sent his angel to shew
unto his servants the things which must ‘shortly’ (tachos) be
done.”

Rev 22:6 And%?Z he said“29%0 unto me,5**27 These®? 778 sayings©20%0 gre faithful 412 andS>32 true:G228 andS233 the
LordS2%62 GodG2319 of the®33%8 holyS+0 prophets©*99 sent04¢ his®¥42 angel“3? to shew©!19% unto his®%48 servants©140! the

things which®7** must®!!% shortly©!72? 55034 be done. !¢
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Revelation 22:7, “Behold, I come ‘quickly’ (tachos)....”

Rev 22:7 Behold, 20 ] come®29%* quickly: G337 blessed<3107 js he that keepeth©®3083 theG3338 sayingsCG3056 of theG3588
prophecy©43%4 of this®127 book.G*7*

Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come ‘quickly’ (tachos)”

Rev 22:12 And.®2? behold.G2400 T come®206* quickly:G393% and®2532 my©3430 reward 3408 j5 withG?326 me G170 to giveC39!
every man©1538 according as®613 hisG348 workG204! ghall be.G2071

G5034
Tayog
tachos

takh'-os

From the same as G5036; a brief space (of time), that is, (with G1722 prefixed) in haste: - + quickly, + shortly, + speedily.

Revelation 22:20 says, “.... Surely, I come ‘quickly’ (tachos)....”

Rev 22:20 He which testifieth®*140 these things©92 saith,%*0%* Surely©*## [ come©2%%+ quickly.G3%%5 Amen.28! Even
50,574%% come,“?%%* Lord“>*¢* Jesus.5>4%

G5035
TayU
tachu
takh-oo'

Neuter singular of G5036 (as adverb); shortly, that is, without delay, soon, or (by surprise) suddenly, or (by implication of
ease) readily: - lightly, quickly.

So, we can clearly see, the Book of Revelation begins with a very clear time
statement of imminency and closes with this same predominant time
statement.

When we get to the Book of Revelation, the Greek word “tachos” does not,
all of a sudden, take on a different meaning.

“Tachos” still means briefly in time, speedily in manner, rapidly,
hastily, quickly, shortly, and soon.

This is the exact same way that this Greek word is used throughout the
Scriptures. We can see this over and over again clearly through all of the
examples cited in this study.




Conclusion

When it comes time to see the meaning of this same word, “tachos” being
used by Jesus to proclaim His coming “quickly” (tachos), many try to twist
the meaning here to agree with their theology.

If our theology doesn’t agree with the Scriptures and what Jesus said, is it
high time to adjust our theology so we can be in total agreement with the
Word of God.

To believe something other than what the Word of God is clearly telling us,
is to believe another Gospel. It is our responsibility to STUDY to show
ourselves approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)
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