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SESSION LOOSENS COVID-19 RULES 
 

We seem to be getting back to semblance of normalcy at long last.  Session voted at their March 6 
meeting to make some significant changes in our worship services. 
 
 Masks – The wearing of masks will be optional for the vaccinated.  If someone is   
 unvaccinated, he will be required to wear a mask.  You should think about mask wearing 
 seriously not just for the church service but probably more importantly when you are in any 
 indoor space with people you don’t know.  This would include concerts, markets, stores, etc. 
 None of us likes wearing masks but they are our best defense against Covid-19. 
   
 Music – Hymn singing has resumed without masks.  The choir won’t be able to return to 
 the church until we have more singers.  The choir wants to sing but they don’t have the  
 singers required by most music.  If you are interested in joining our musical group, please 
 contact our choir director, Sherry Friedel. 
   
 Collection Plates – The collection plates will remain at the door and will not be passed.   
   
 Bulletins – A modified and reduced version of the bulletin is now available for all services. 
 
 Passing the Peace – The pastor will say “Peace be with you” and the congregation  will be 
 asked to reply “And also with you”.  Individual expressions of Passing the Peace will not 
 be part of the service in the immediate future. 
 
 Communion -  Effective April 3 the pre-packaged communion elements will be 
 eliminated.  In their place, the trays usually reserved for the juice will be passed in the 
 sanctuary.  Half the cups will be filled with juice and half with pieces of bread.  You can 
 take a cup of juice and either a cup of bread or a piece of bread as you wish. We feel this  
 method of distributing the elements will minimize hands-on involvement with the elements. 
 
As the Covid-19 threat diminishes in the future, the Session will consider loosening the rules even 
further but for now, this is as far as we can go and still be safe. 
 
The Session would like to thank all of you for your cooperation in wearing masks and practicing 
social distancing when asked.  None of us likes the restrictions we have had to require but you have 
been wonderful about cooperating with the restrictions we have had to impose. 

 
 



 
PASSION WEEK SERVICES SET 

 
The Maundy Thursday service, traditionally held at Trinity United Methodist Church will move 
instead to our church.  The service will be unique in that it will be combined with a potluck in 
Fellowship Hall and include a message by Methodist pastor, Eddie Crise.   
 
The service and potluck begin at 5:30 PM on April 14 and will include people from FPC, Trinity 
United Methodist and Zion Methodist churches. 
 
The following evening, Good Friday, Trinity United will be the scene of the annual ecumenical 
Good Friday service beginning at 7 PM.  Pastor Aaron Zook of Christ Episcopal Church will deliver 
the Good Friday sermon. 

 
TESKES TO SERVE SPAGHETTI 

 
The final Wednesday Night Supper for this season will feature spaghetti by Todd and Ellen Teske.   
 
The meal, which will be served on Wednesday, April 6, begins  around 5 PM. 
 
The Wednesday Night Supper schedule will resume on the first Wednesday night of September  and 
continue on first Wednesdays for the remainder of the year. 
 
The schedule for Fall has not been completed yet and there are still openings for the first 
Wednesday nights beginning in September.  We are looking for eight willing teams of good cooks to 
feed our hungry Presbyterians and their neighbors.  In the past meal selections have included loaded 
baked potatoes, chili, hotdogs, BBQ, soups and pizza.  It doesn’t have to be exotic or gourmet, just 
fun and filling. 
 

 
LATEST BIBLE STUDY ADDRESSES THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 
“Understanding the New Testament” is the latest in our adult Bible study programs.   
 
Hosted by Gene Peissig, this program includes discussions on the 27 books of the New Testament.  
As in the past, the Bible study begins every Sunday at 9:15 in the Library. 

The course will focus on the four Gospels, and clarify questions about these books. Who wrote 
them? When and why were they written?  Are they accurate accounts of the historical Jesus? How 
do they tell a similar or, more interestingly, different story? 

The program presenter, Dr. David Brakke, will discuss how Christian practices developed, how the 
conflicts of belief were debated and addressed, how the institution of the church evolved and how 
Jesus of Nazareth was transformed into the Messiah. 

This program will lead into another course on Understanding the Old Testament. 



EASTER LILIES TO DECORATE THE CHURCH 
 
As we have in the past, this year FPC will purchase Eastern lilies to decorate the chancel.  These 
flowers can be purchased by the congregation and taken home following the service.  Any plants 
that are not removed on Easter Sunday will be given to shut-ins. 
 
Each plant costs $9.00. If you wish to order plants, you can use the order form in this issue of the 
Bell or you can send your check to the church office with “Lilies” in the memo line and plants will 
be reserved for you.   
 
 

THE ICE AGE TRAIL CALLS 

With Spring approaching, it’s time to think about getting outside and getting more exercise.  Taking 
a hike along a portion of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail might be just the ticket to get an exercise 
program started. 

Kevin Litten has planned a hike on the Firth Lake Segment of the trail for May7.  This part of the 
trail runs to the west of Cornell.  If you add in the connecting county highways, it is about 10 miles 
long with parking at either end of the trail.  Hiking the whole segment should take about five hours. 

If you and/or your friends or neighbors would be interested in participating in this hike, contact 
Kevin Litten at kdlitten@harter.net. 

 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 
A special offering for One Great Hour of sharing will be taken on Easter Sunday.  
 
This ministry supports three programs – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which provides relief to 
those affected by disasters, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, providing food for the hungry in the 
form of 131 grants totaling nearly one million dollars,  and Self-Development of People which gives 
support toward the self-development of poor and oppressed communities throughout the world. 
 
32% of these funds go to helping restore communities after disasters while 36% goes to reducing 
hunger and the remaining 32% to providing resources and education to oppressed and 
disadvantaged communities. 
 
This is one of the four Presbyterian offering programs our church participates in throughout the 
year. 
 
If you would like to participate in this offering, you can make your contribution on Easter morning 
or any time prior to Easter by sending your check to the office with “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
in the memo line or using the special offering envelopes in the pews. 
 
 



 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHIPPEWA FALLS       ORDER FORM 
 

EASTER LILIES 
 

We are now taking orders for Easter lilies that will grace the chancel on Easter morning, April 3. 
The cost is $9.00 per plant.  Please fill out the order form. Return to the church office as soon as 
possible.  Submit your order: 
 

1) during office hours (9:00 to 2:00 Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) 
2) by mailing to the church 

 
The plants may be picked up after the Easter service.  The plants not picked up at that time will be 
distributed in the community. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
I want to purchase (how many) ____________________ Easter Lilies for display in our church 
during Easter at $9.00 each.  Write Easter Lily in the memo section of your check. 
 

I would like designation(s) in the church bulletin to read: 
 
In Memory of: 
1)_________________________________________________________________  
 
2)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Appreciation for: 
1)_________________________________________________________________  
 
2)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Celebration of: 
1)_________________________________________________________________  
 
2)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
(other title) __________________________________: 
1)_________________________________________________________________  
 
2)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
From: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Return to: First Presbyterian Church Phone:  723-5717  
  130 West Central Street    

Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 54729-2345      



MENOMONIE SINGERS RETURN TO FPC 

After a two-year hiatus due to the Covid pandemic, The Menomonie Singers will present “To Sing 
Again,” a selection of choral music to celebrate a long-awaited return to live choral music. They will 
be led by Brian Klein and accompanied on the piano by Ruthann Ledgerwood with percussion by 
Ann Jorandby. 

The first concert will be held on Saturday, April 23 at 2:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church in 
Chippewa Falls. While this performance carries no ticket fee, the suggested donation is $10.  

Conductor Brian Klein has a degree in music education with an emphasis in choral conducting from 
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. He is the choral director at Mondovi Middle and High 
Schools. 

Accompanying the choir will be Ruthann Ledgerwood on piano and Ann Jorandby who plays 
percussion in the Ludington Guard Band, and for music theater productions with Menomonie High 
School and the Menomonie Theater Guild. 

The Menomonie Singers is a non-profit music organization in existence as Menomonie Chamber 
Singers since 1989. This adult community choir performs at various venues in Menomonie and 
western Wisconsin. Singers are a mix of many professions, including UW-Stout faculty members. 
The group frequently sings four-part, a cappella music. 
 
The choir is always looking for new members. Auditions will be held again in August with rehearsals 
beginning again shortly after auditions for concerts in the fall.   Interested singers should contact 
Juliana Schmidt, Executive Director and founder, at themenomoniesingers@gmail.com.  Or, check 
out their website at www.themenomoniesingers.org.   The Menomonie Singers can also be found on 
Facebook. 
 
 

 



NO, THE CHURCH HASN’T GONE TO THE DOGS 
 
But it may have looked like on Wednesday, March 16 when our church was the site of the latest K9 
training meeting.  Dogs and their handlers from law enforcement groups around the Chippewa Valley 
conducted day-long drug detection training throughout our building. 
 
The group which meets monthly to do training in various locations includes Sgt. Steve McMahon and 
Leo from the Chippewa Falls Police Department,  Jason Bloom and Max from the Chippewa Sheriff 
Department,  Austin Summers and Manso from Eau Claire, as are Tony Briski and Bolt.  Corey Sternkraus 
and Ranger are from Dunn County along with Brennen Porter and his K9 pal, RIP.  You may recognize 
Sgt. McMahon and Leo from their participation in our Halloween Trunk ‘n’ Treat events. 
  
These dogs come from all over the world.  Leo is from Mexico; Manso is from France; Bolt is from Italy; 
Max is from Czechoslovakia, and Ranger and RIP are from the United States.  
 
Usually the commands used by handlers will be in the language of the dog’s home or possibly German 
and some English. These dogs are used in apprehension of individuals and drugs, usually at traffic stops.  
 
The dogs start “working” at different ages. Leo started working when he was 3 years old and is now 7. 
One of the other dogs isn’t even a year old yet and is already working. Unaltered male dogs are normally 
used because they have more drive than the females and are a bit more independent. The females tend 
to cling to their handlers more. 
 
We were glad to welcome these dedicated men and their K9 companions to our church and hope they 
will return again and again. 
 
For a complete array of photos, see the tower in the narthex and the church Facebook page.   
 

 



 
 

OPEN DOOR CLINIC GETS NEW COORDINATOR 
 
We have a new coordinator of the Open Door Clinic.  Pictured below with her new best friend, her 
name is Kim Renaud.  Kim is a registered nurse who most recently worked at the Aspirus Hospital 
in Stanley. 
 
Obviously, she is friendly and approachable so stop by the Clinic when you are in the church and 
say “Hello”.   
 
The law enforcement K9 training occurred during Kim’s indoctrination and training.  One can only 
hope she doesn’t expect this every week. 
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