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PRELUDE: 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

GATHERING SONG: “Take, O Take Me As I Am” GTG698 

 

TIME OF CENTERING: 

(We share a communal time of silence as we center our hearts and minds for worship.  Worship 

Leader will end the silence with an Amen.) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:       Psalm 97 

One: The heavens proclaim your righteousness, O God. 

All: And all the peoples behold your glory. 

One: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! 

All: And we shall give thanks to God’s holy name! 

One: Let us worship God! 

 

HYMN:  “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”  No. 383 vs. 1-3 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION, PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF 

PARDON: 

One: If anyone sins, we have someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf—Jesus 

 Christ, the righteous one.  And Christ himself is the means by which our sins are 

 forgiven, and not our sins only, but also the sins of everyone.  Let us confess our sins 

 before God and one another. (I John 2:1,2). 

 

All: Source of salvation and Bringer of light, we fail to sense the mystery of your love.  

 We bear grudges against our neighbors, while it is your nature to forgive.  We hold 

 tightly to our possessions, while Christ blesses the poor.  In him  you have spoken 

 peace, yet we live in turmoil.  We care little for this planet, which you in goodness 

 created for our habitation. In mercy forgive us, and help us to amend our ways. 

One: God is righteous and just, and forgives the iniquity of all who repent.  Like “rain that falls 

 on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth”.  God’s goodwill overflows toward  

 us in the Babe of Bethlehem.  Through that child, who is our risen Lord, we plead for 

 forgiveness and claim God’s mercy and assurance of pardon. 
 

SONG RESPONSE  “Gloria Patri” No. 579 

 

  



PASSING THE PEACE: 

One: Peace be with you 
All: And also with you  
  ( There will be no individual expressions of Passing the Peace .) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

…Our Father, who art in Heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth, as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION: “God of Our Life”  No. 275 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 
Acts 16:16-34 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed 

Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 

you a way of salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it 

came out that very hour. 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 

and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them 

before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 

advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd joined 

in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 

beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 

ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the 

innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were 

unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 

was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a 

loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, and rushing 

in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 

you and your household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his 

entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food 

before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

  



GOSPEL:  

John 17:20-26 

"I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 

their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I 

have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 

become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be 

with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. 

"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have 

sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which 

you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 

SERMON:    “Next One Up”  Rev. Terri Koca   

CLOSING HYMN:  “God of the Sparrow” No. 272 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION:   

 

POSTLUDE: 

 

 

 


