First Presbyterian Church
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Worship Service
September 19, 2021 — 10:15 AM

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: Happy are those who take delight in the law of the Lord.

All:  They are like trees planted by streams of water. In all that they do they prosper.
One: For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous.

All:  May God number us with the righteous as we worship the Lord.

One: Let us worship God!

INVITATION TO CONFESSION:

This is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel, says the Lord: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it upon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my
people. | will forgive their evil deeds, and | will remember their sin no more. In penitence and
faith, let us confess our sins to almighty God. (Jer. 31:33, 34).

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON:

All:  All wise and understanding God, hear our prayer as we confess our sin. Have
mercy upon us, for we are deceitful and foolish. Ambition controls our relations
with others; cheating and lying help us gain more control. We are surrounded by
values that bring disorder. We are victims of selfishness that distorts your truth.
Save us from boasting and serving unworthy ends; save us for Christ, in whom
alone abides peace.

One: Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. “For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of the cross.” In the
peace that Christ won abides our assurance of pardon.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

...Our Father, who art in Heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:

Psalm 1

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they
meditate day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their
leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff
that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous; for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of
the wicked will perish.

GOSPEL:

Mark 9:30-37

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands,
and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What were you
arguing about on the way?" But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants
to be first must be last of all and servant of all." Then he took a little child and put it among
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me."

SERMON: Edward Williams
CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE:



