Disciple 301 — Chapter 1

This study is a journey in seeking to understand spiritual authority. God's work is done by his
Spirit through those that serve him. The work of his Spirit in people has to do with spiritual
authority given, either in the moment or as part of a ministry empowerment gifting received.
God gives authority as you move in faith under his authority.

John 8:28-29, 2 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted upe the Son of Man, then you will know that
| am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 2 The
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him.”

You can stop now and pray that the Lord will increase your sensitivity to be led by the Holy
Spirit.

Your ability to act under authority has to do with your ability to walk by faith. You have to grow
in your ability in this. Our first consideration is the ability to act in faith — and what that is.

Matth 8:5-10, 5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for
help. ¢ “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”

7 Jesus said to him, “Shall | come and heal him?”

8 The centurion replied, “Lord, | do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the
word, and my servant will be healed. ? For | myself am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me. | tell this one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. | say to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.”

1®When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly | tell you, | have
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”

Luke 17:5-10, Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by

God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 2 For rulers hold no terror
for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the
one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is
God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for
no reason. They are God's servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the

wrongdoer. ® Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
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6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Do we recognize the authority of God in the establishment around us. We are considered
children of God but he isn't responsible for the corruption in us. God has established the
government authorities but didn't create the corruption that resides within it. You must respect
the authority despite the corruption evident.

Take time out to pray now that God gives a greater awareness and sanctification under his
authority.

Luke 17:5-10, 3 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

¢ He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it will obey you.

7"Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the
servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8Won't he
rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after
that you may eat and drink’? ® Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to
do? 1°So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”

The Lord has directly answered their request. Comment on what he is saying in regards to
increasing faith. How do you think this affects your faith? How does this affect your everyday
walk of faith in life?

Romans 12:1-2, Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Now take time out to take turns praying for one another, one by one.



