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13
th
 After Pentecost – Tone 4. Commemoration of the Miracle Archangel Michael at Colossae. Martyrs Eudoxius, Zeno, and 

Macarius (311-312). St. Arkhipp of Herapolis, Marty Romulus, and with him many others {107-115). Hieromarty Cyril, Bishop pf 

Gortyna (3
rd
 c.). Martyrs Cyriacus, Faustus Presbyter, Abibas the Deacon, and 11 others, at Alexander (250). St. David of Egypt, 

Hieromartyr Priest Sandiwucz (1914). 

St. Alxander Nevsky.

Divine Liturgy of St. John:

1 Cor.16:13-24 Matthew 21:33-42     

Liturgical Schedule: 

Sunday - 9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Tuesday - 9:00 am Divine Liturgy – Nativity of The Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary  

Commemoration of the Miracle of the Archangel Michael at Colossae

In Phrygia, not far from the city of Hieropolis, in a place called Cheretopos, there was a church named for the Archangel 

Michael, built over a miraculous spring.

This church was built by a certain inhabitant of the city of Laodicia in gratitude to God for healing his mute daughter. The holy 

Chief Commander Michael appeared to this man in a dream and revealed to him that his daughter would receive the gift of 

speech after drinking from the water of the spring. The girl actually did receive healing and began to speak. After this miracle, 

the father and his daughter and all their family were baptized. In fervent gratitude, the father built the church in honor of the holy 

Chief Commander Michael. Not only did Christians begin to come to the spring for healing, but also pagans. In so doing, many 

of the pagans turned from their idols and were converted to the faith in Christ.

At this church of the holy Chief Commander Michael, a certain pious man by the name of Archippus served for sixty years as 

church custodian. By his preaching and by the example of his saintly life he brought many pagans to faith in Christ. With the 

general malice of that time towards Christians, and especially against Archippus, the pagans thought to destroy the church in 

order to prevent people from coming to that holy place of healing, and at the same time kill Archippus.

Toward this end they made a confluence of the Lykokaperos and Kufos Rivers and directed its combined flow against the 

church. Saint Archippus prayed fervently to the Chief Commander Michael to ward off the danger. Through his prayer the 

Archangel Michael appeared at the temple, and with a blow of his staff, opened a wide fissure in a rock and commanded the 

rushing torrents of water to flow into it. The temple remained unharmed. Seeing such an awesome miracle, the pagans fled in 

terror. Archippus and the Christians gathered in church glorified God and gave thanks to the holy Archangel Michael for the 

help. The place where the rivers plunged into the fissure received the name “Chonae”, which means “plunging.”

The Chudov (“of the Miracle”) monastery in Moscow is named for this Feast.

Saint Archippus of Herapolis

Saint Archippus, son of devout Christians from the city of Hieropolis, at age ten went to pray in the 
church of the holy Chief Commander Michael and he remained at this temple to serve as church 
caretaker. He led a strict and ascetic manner of life, constantly at fasting and prayer.

He persuaded many pagans who came to the holy spring to accept holy Baptism, to forsake pagan 
impiety, and to turn to the One True God and Savior Jesus Christ. Tenacious pagans headed by idolous 
priests repeatedly tried to kill Saint Archippus, but each time the Lord delivered him out of their hands.

Finally, the pagans devised a plan to destroy the church and at the same time kill also Archippus by 
flooding the spot where both the church and the curative spring stood. Seeing the preparations for this 
wicked deed, Saint Archippus firmly resolved not to abandon the holy place, and he prayed to God and 
to the Archangel Michael to preserve the church and the spring. The Lord heard his prayer, and the saint 
witnessed the great Miracle of the Chief Commander Michael at Colossae. Miraculously delivered from 
death, Saint Archippus lived at the church into his old age, and he died peacefully at the age of 70. 
Christians buried the saint at Colossae, at the place of his deeds.
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