TOUESNARD, Tara Lynne — 21, River Bour-
geois, Richmond County. died il 25, 1994, as a
result of a motor vehicle accident. Bom in Sydney,
she was a daughter of Adrian and Tena (Mombour-
quette) Touesnard. She was a brilliant rnunF musn
cian who was always using her Lalents Lo in
hersell into a wide range of community au:timles
She received many prestigious awards, such as the
Atlantic Junior Citizen of the Year, 1989; the Terry
Fox Humanitarian Award, 1990; Phi Delta
International Scholarshi Gl‘lnl. 1990; Alumni
sic Award from Acadia University. 1990 anﬁ I’Hl
and ilhe Curhsst?ehlppn;::rsdwlrdm “,_Fv:adm Uni-
versity, 1991 a on Lhe program
entitled Canada’s Best as a follow-up Lo her receiv-
ing the Terry Fox Achievement Award from YTV in
November, 1900. In 1991 she was awarded a Cultur-
al Life Award by the Cultural Federation ol Nova
Scotia that recognized and honoured her ex
ST RO et
e province. une 1
the nﬁuo:wide. i.g mtfag..ﬂm c:tta':;
Give Me Song on sponsored
m_y‘ Magazine and Roland Canada.
She was a studenl at Acadia University, Wolfville.
is survived two sisters, Rhonda (Mrs.
Denms Lanctot), Ottawa; Krista, at home; mater-
nal grandparents, Cornelius and Blanche (Sam-
son) M tle, Rockdale, paternal grand-
rents, Gerard and Cecilia (Samson) Touesnard,
ver Bourgeois; many aunts. uncles and cousins
Visitation will be 2-4, 7-9 p.m. today, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thursday in River Bnurgems Communit F‘unerai
Home, River B eois. Funeral will 2 pm.
Thursd:qf in St. John the Baplist Church, River
Bourgeois, Rev. Bernard MacDonald officiating.
Buria 1u.nll be in parish cemelery. Donations may
be made to T Fox Foundation for Cancer Re-
search or School of Music, Acadia Umversnlz Ar-
rangements under the direction of C.H. Bou
Funeral Homie, Arichat
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Sanctuary adds a little tension
with new tracks on Refuge

By Stephen Pedersen
Arts Reporter

Let's Never Say Farewell: Tara Lynne
Touesnard — TLTCDO4

Nearly 10 years after a car acci-
dent took the life of 21-year-old River
Bourgeois fiddler Tara Lynne Toues-
nard on April 25, 1994, her family has
issued a compilation CD of choice
tracks from her three previously is-
sued albums.

Touesnard was only 15 when she
recorded Heritage in 1988, followed
by Fiddle Fingers in 1990 and
the Strings in '92. A fourth album
was in preparation when she died.

Not only a memorial, Let’s Never
Say Farewell joins an annual Thanks-
giving weekend memorial concert in
River Bourgeois and the Tara Lynn
Touesnard Memorial Award offered
each July by the Maritime Fiddlers’
Association to perpetuate her mem- -
ory through providing financial sup-
port for student musicians to help de-
velop their musical talents. All pro-
oeozlds will be used to further this
B -

Even in a field so crowded with
ing on Let’s Never Say Farewell 1s
‘extraordinary, unique. The CD opens
with Ashokan i

-

of her bow.

She was, say the liner notes, the
first to record this now tune,
* after hearing it in the background for
the Civil War Series on TV.
. The even richness of Tousenard’s

tone combines with her nimble finger
technique and her sensitive respect
for danceable tempos. Even on Or-
ange Blossom Special, most often
treated by fiddlers as a show-stopper
played at breakneck Toues-
nard plays for the fee

There are two sets of waltzes, a set
each of jigs and reels, and a set of
clogs with hornpipe and reel. She
plays the first of her two original
tunes, a jig called My Mom, as well
as the second and last, MacKinnon’s
March, written in 1994°and played on
Let's Never Say Farewell by her sis-
ter Krista Touesnard. o

= Contributed
Even in a field so crowded with
Tousenard’s playing on Let's Never
Say Farewell is extraordinary, unique.

A touching slow tune called For the
Love of Tara is contributed by her
brother-in-law, fiddler/songwriter
Denis Lancot, and there is a tribute
from her colleagues on the 1994 Cape
Breton Revue, in rehearsal at the
time of her death. Fred Lavery and
Steven Gaetz wrote the CD title song
which is sung by Richard Burke (lead
vocal).

There is everything to admire
about this CD, and only one thing to
regret. It gives everyone a chance to
reacquaint themselves with a major
Nova Scotian musical talent.

CDs are available from Tena
Touesnard 535-2373 in River Bour-
geois, Violins and Fiddles in New
Glasgow 755-2120, Liz Durning in
Truro 897-2812 and Mingo Music
Sales in Truro 895-7702, as well as in
Antigonish, Carroll’s Corner, Monc-
ton and Fredericton. :




Tribute to

Tora Lynne Tougsnard,
River Bourgeols, Cape Breton, N

ToraLynne Toussnord, Rver Bourgeos Cape Breton, N.S. passed away on
Aorl 25, 1994, ot he age of 21 yeas, G5 the result of @ motor vehicle
occidart Showasenvoledct Acodalniverstysudyingtowardsccegree
i music, Her plon were fo teach,

Tora Lynne Wos  special person, Her muscal talents, poricularly 05 @
feler, were videly known ond recognized. $he was afnaf and chom:
olon many fimes over In fiddle contests across Conoda endpplaced frstin @
har class on 4 oceasons n his Maitime Ol Tme Fidding Confest

o lecr exemplfieche bestquolfes of good cizenshp hoving been
owarded o urmber of speciol onous incudng Afonfc Junor Clze of
iha Yaor 1 1989 and the Teny Fox Humanitarion Award i 1090, She wos
humble,practied e goldentule andsetan axcellentexample for oiners
h con surely be sid thafshe ived Ifg fo s ules, Energy in obundance
cariadhervhenpoorheothactedtoslowher down, Herlove of providing
enjoyment o ofers wos ever présent and she Gays Gave her best

is aJoy fo have known her, cnd 0 git 10 hav experienced her waim personaily,ner fiancship and her grectfolent,

Hor memory s rly one ofif's hecsures

Jormig ond Uz Duning
Halifox, Nova Scotia



