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and agency (Calvo and Lawrence 2022; Chamovitz 2017; Gagliano 2018; Karban 2015; Mancuso 
2017; Simard 2021; Trewavas 2014; Wohlleben 2016). Non-scientists have also written for the 
public about this topic (Tompkins and Bird [1973] 2002; Pollan 2013). 

 Growing Focus on Plants in Philosophy and Environmental Ethics

 
and consideration of plant rights, 

even though satirical, occupies a chapter (27) in Samuel Butler's Erewhon ([1872] 1968.  
 

Some notable examples are Matthew Hall's 
foundational  Plants as Persons (2011), which argues for a deeper and more respectful human 
relationship with plants based on a range of philosophical, historical and cultural perspectives. 

Michael Marder's 
influential  Plant-Thinking (2013a) calls for greater integration of plants into philosophical thought 
and recalibrating their position in the world. Chauncey Maher (2017) argues for considering that 
plants have minds, raising ethical issues about how to relate to plants. Plant Ethics (Kallhoff, Di 
Paola, and Schörgenhumer 2018) presents a broad range of ethical thought relating to plants.

 Broader Acceptance of Animal Rights and the Rights of Nature Movement

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
It has always been inclusive of plants, 

and as early as the first edition in 1974 of Christopher Stone's Should Trees Have Standing? (Stone 
2020), plants have been considered worthy of legal protection.  
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• Greater Openness to Indigenous and Other Alternative Ways of Thinking

 
Braiding Sweetgrass  

 
 

Spirit & Reason  
 

Native Science  
 

 Animism  
 

 
 
 

 Urgency of Coping With the Anthropocene and the Biodiversity Crisis

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 Increased Recognition of Biophilia as Contributor to Human Health and Well-Being

 
 
 

 

Challenges Facing the Plant Advocacy Movement
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Lack of Agreement on Definitions and Approach

Disconnected Components of the Movement

o

 
 

 
 

 
 

ju  
 

 Additional organizations
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o

o

o

 
F  

pla , . For these reasons, groups promoting 
vegetarianism and veganism indirectly reduce consumption of plants, even though this is not usually a 
stated goal for these organizations. Plant-centered diets avoid the inefficient process of feeding plants 
to animals for later human consumption of meat and other animal-based foods. Some of the many 
organizations in this category include Animal Equality, Animal Place, Farm Sanctuary, Friends of 
Animals, Mercy for Animals, United Poultry Concerns, and The Vegan Society. 

o

 
the quality of crop plant lives typically a stated goal of groups 
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· "Plant Blindness" and Ecophobia

 
 
 

 
 

 
,  

 
 
 

both of 
these phenomena.

  Inherent Conflicts of Interest Regarding Use of Plants

 
 

 
 
 

 Incipient Opponents of the Movement

 
 

 
 

 

 Lack of Implementation-Oriented Direction of Ways Forward
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What Can be Learned from the Animal Advocacy Movement 

also  .

 Contesting Speciesism

 
 
 

yet  
inappropriate pretext for discrimination. Contesting speciesism can be a useful approach 

for the plant advocacy movement to utilize in making its arguments.

 Using Multiple Approaches

by  
 

 
 (Beers 2006). It has 

resulted in the 
human prerogative of using animals in ways harmful to animals. Alternatively, animal liberation 
or rights (Singer 1975) not presume continued use of animals for human 
purposes. These have worked successfully help eliminate entire classes of oppressive behavior 
toward animals, such as for experimentation of their use for certain types of foods. Employing a 
range of gradualist as well as more radical approaches can be useful for plant advocacy as well.

 Importance of Emotional Connection

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Need to Avoid Boundaries of Ethical Concern

While the animal rights movement appropriately challenges the line between humans and other 
animals in terms of the way animals are treated ethically, it unfortunately polices another
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How can Plant Ethics be Operationalized? 

 
 Plant Ethics  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
- -  

 
 

 

 Simple to Understand Principles

 

 Biocentrism and Equivalence of All Life

using that s  
 

up  
 

 
(Kimmerer 2013). This is consistent with an understanding of 

biological life in which all organisms seek a full life for themselves (Weber 2019).
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 The Golden Rule

pproach  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 The Precautionary Principle

for  
 

 
 

 

 Approaches Based on Relationality, Reverence and Respect
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Using Rational Guidelines and Frameworks to Advance Plant Ethics

I  
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Importance of Story and Emotions in Fueling this Movement

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Final Thoughts
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Our goal should be to deepen our connection to plants in a way that allows us to use them when 
needed, but with ethical guardrails in place to avoid unwarranted destruction or degradation of 
plant lives. Natasha Myers (2019) offers inspiration in How to Grow Livable Worlds: Ten Not-So-
Easy Steps as to how humans must learn to partner with plants in a joint struggles against the toxic 
changes of the Anthropocene.
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