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January 21 – William Riccio, Certified Public Accountant.
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He serves as Treasurer of Ashtabula County Beekeepers
Association and is a Certified Quickbooks ProAdvisor.
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March 18 – Earl Hoffman, Owner Essential Honey Bees
LLC. Earl will talk about using microbials to manage honey
bee pathogens and pests, with new data for Varroa and
small hive beetles (SBH). Earl and his wife Carol collaborate
with microbiologists from the University of Milwaukee and
support research on Chalkbrood, Nosema, EFB, Varroa, and
SHB. They also manage about 100 hives in Michigan,
where they raise and sell bees and Michigan Queens. Both
are EAS Master Beekeepers.
April 15 - Barbara Bloetscher, Ohio State Apiary Inspector,
and Ron Zickefoose, Medina County Bee Inspector.
Barbara and Ron will talk about the explosion of Small Hive
Beetles in 2018 and ways to deal with them in 2019. SHB
are now public enemy Number Two!
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Ten Minutes with the Bees
By Paul Kosmos, MCBA President
We have entered the quiet time for our bee
yards. The bees are clustered and not flying
much. The exception is those couple of 50degree days…… huge flights of bees taking
advantage of the break. The one last Sunday
(December 2nd) several members noted bees
hauling pollen. I know it makes me feel better,
like they are doing OK.

There are some steps you can take to keep an
eye on them. If you see a few dead bees on the
front porch that is a good thing. It means
someone is home doing house cleaning! After a
warm day there can quite a few dead bees and
yellow spots scattered on the snow a short
distance from the hive. It can help to
occasionally brush the snow off the porch to
make it easier for them.
Occasionally peek in the entrance to see if it is
clear. Sometimes after a longer cold snap dead
bees can build up on the inside. If the entrance
looks like it is blocked with dead bees, it can
help to use a stick to carefully pull some of
them out of the hive so the bees can do their
thing.
It is OK to pop the outer cover on a warmer day
to see if the bees are at the top. Later in the
winter that can be a sign that they need some
extra food. Candy block, sugar, and fondant are
good “emergency” foods. And of course,
putting one’s ear against the side of the hive
and listening for the light buzz can tell you
everything is OK. A light tap should cause the
buzz to get louder.

You may find a number of dead SHBs on the
insert. One benefit to winter.

Good luck, and hope all your hard work pays
off!
Paul Kosmos
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Club Bee Yard Update
By Dwain Novak, MCBA Bee Yard Steward
Unfortunately, the Bee Yard has suffered two hive losses - the
hive closest to Chickmaster and the middle hive. On a warm day
in late October, Nick Novak, Bee Yard attendant, and Peggy
Garnes went to the Bee Yard to winterize and to supplement the
hives if needed. Upon opening the hive closet to Chickmaster, we
didn’t see any activity. An inspection showed that all of the bees
were dead and scattered on the screened bottom board (see
pictures).
An Oxalic dribble in the hive produced a 12 mite count, which
meant that this wasn't the cause of the dead out. There were
also no signs of deformity or any other indicators to show a
possible cause of death. Samples were taken and given to the county inspector,
Ron Zickefoose, which he forwarded to Beltsville Maryland for analysis.
When we opened the middle hive, we noticed that the bees were clumped
together, suggesting that they had frozen. This was no surprise due to the
multiple problems this hive had throughout the summer, specifically low
numbers, a total of three queens, and low production of honey.
The third hive, now our last hive, was inspected and supplemented for
wintering.

Local and Regional Bee Events
17th annual Honey Bee Expo, Parkersburg, West Virginia
The Mid Ohio Valley Beekeepers’ Association and West Virginia Extension Services will present the 17th
annual Honey Bee Expo on January 26th, 2019, on the Campus of West Virginia University Parkersburg.
Pre-registration cost is $20 for adults and $8.00 for youth 12yrs. and younger. Learn more here.

MCBA Club News
MCBA Website
The MCBA website is live! Check it out at https://medinabeekeepers.com/.

MCBA Membership
Take a few minutes to fill out the membership form on the next page, fill out a check, and mail in your
2019 dues. Taking care of your dues now will help the club plan 2019 events, schedule speakers, and
update our contact information to keep everybody informed of upcoming events. If you are not yet a
member of the club, join us. We’d love to have you.
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Medina Beekeepers Association
Membership Application
	
  

To become a member of MCBA or to renew your current membership, please
complete this form and mail it to the address below. Membership is yearly and
fees are due January 1st of the year.
	
  
Today’s Date

________________________

Check one: ☐ New
☐ Renewal
Annual Membership Fees (select one):
☐ Individual Membership - $20.00
☐ Family Membership (single household) - $20.00

Please provide the following information:
Name

______________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________

City

_____________________ State _____ Zip ________

Email

______________________________________________

Phone

______________________________________________

Make your check payable to “MCBA”.
Mail this application with your payment to: MCBA
Attn: Treasurer
PO Box 1353
Medina, OH 44256

The Northeast Ohio Bee Yard – December
Winter officially starts on December 21, the shortest day and longest night of the year in the northern
hemisphere. Hopefully our hives have large enough populations and sufficient stores to keep warm and
fed on these cold winter days and nights. Here are a few things to do in December:









As you read in Paul’s Ten Minutes with the Bees, keep an eye on the bottom board and snow.
You might see piles of dead bees on the entrance or on the ground outside of the hive.
On warm-ish days watch for bee activity. It always makes me feel better to see the bees flying.
If you haven’t yet insulated your hives, you can wrap the sides of the hive with tar paper or
insulation board and put a piece of insulation board between the inner cover and top cover.
Take a few minutes to reflect on this year’s beekeeping successes and challenges. Did you meet
your beekeeping goals? In what areas were you successful? What didn’t work so well? Are you
happy with how you kept records of your beekeeping practices, equipment inventory, and honey
production? Think about how you might start or improve your recordkeeping.
Start planning for next year. What are your beekeeping goal for 2019? Will you be focusing on
honey production, successfully overwintering a hive, preventing swarms, catching swarms,
splitting, earning master beekeeping certification, or something else? Are there techniques or
practices that you might want to try this year?
Maybe you’ll have time during the winter to catch up on reading. Think about adding a journal
subscription or beekeeping book on your holiday gift wish list.

MCBA 2019 Beginner Classes
Choose from two options – two full Saturdays or five Tuesday evenings. The content is the same - an
introduction to beekeeping, history of beekeeping in Medina county, honey bee biology, types of bees,
where to get bees, beekeeping equipment, where to set hives, inspecting hives, pests and diseases of
the hive, what bees eat (Ohio forage), harvesting and extracting honey, marketing hive products,
winterizing hives, honey tasting, and mentors to help with package installation and to answer questions.
The cost of $85 for an individual or $100 for a family includes the class, a reference book, a one-year
MCBA membership, and a variety of beekeeping magazines and catalogs. Pre-registration is encouraged
so we know how to prepare, but registration will be available at the door if space is available. Current
MCBA members who have previously paid for and taken the class may retake the class for free.
Saturday 2019 MCBA Beginner Class
February 2 and February 9 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm at the Brunswick Public Library, 3649 Center Road,
Brunswick, Ohio 44212. Register for the Saturday class here.
Tuesday 2019 MCBA Beginner Class
February 19, February 26, March 5, March 12, and March 19 from 6:00 to 8:15 pm at the Medina County
Library, 210 S. Broadway St., Medina, OH 44256. Register for the Tuesday class here.
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Medina County Beekeepers Association Minutes
Regular Monthly Membership Meeting: Meeting Date: November 19, 2018 DRAFT
Call to Order: The regular monthly meeting of the Medina County Beekeeper’s Association, was held at
the Williams on the Lake at 787 Lafayette Rd, Medina, Ohio on November 19, 2018. The meeting
convened at 7:06 P.M., President, Paul Kosmos presiding, Kim Barkfelt, Secretary.
Approval of Minutes: Kim Barkfelt presented the minutes from the October 15, 2018 meeting as
published in the newsletter. No corrections were made; minutes were approved as distributed.
Officers’ Reports: none
Committee Reports: none
Unfinished Business: none
New Business: Paper ballots were distributed to members for the purpose of electing for the offices of
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and one (1) Director-at-Large. Upon taking a count of
ballots distributed, it was discovered that the necessary quorum of voting membership was not in
attendance as outlined in the bylaws to hold the election. Arrangements will be made for an online vote
as soon as practically possible, and prior to year end.
Announcements:
Members: Please be sure to forward updated contact information to Treasurer, Toni Watson.
Ohio House Bill 392, Apiary Owners’ Immunity coming up for a vote. This bill would put limits on the
liability of beekeepers.
The annual Christmas party will be held next month in lieu of a December 17, 2018 meeting. It is a
members only event and will be held at Williams- on-the-Lake from 6:00 P.M - 9:00 P.M. The cost is $10
per person.
Presentation: There was a last minute cancellation of presenter, Derrick Harmon, from the US
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service scheduled to discuss “Who is NRCS &
How We Can Help.” due to a transfer. Ron Zickefoose, Medina County Inspector, kindly stepped up and
gave a timely, informative presentation on final prep for winter.
Adjournment: December 17, 2018 at 6:00 P.M and Williams-On-The-Lake at 787 Lafayette Road Medina,
Ohio were fixed as the time and place of the Holiday Dinner meeting. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Resources
Dwain Novak, our Bee Yard Steward, shared an interesting article from Smithsonian Magazine about
research at the University of Helsinki on an American Foulbrood vaccine that sets off an immune
response in offspring of a vaccinated queen, protecting them from the disease. The team is testing this
experimental vaccine and deciding on the best method of delivery. Read more here.
Our State Apiarist/Entomologist, Barbara Bloetscher, was given permission by Jerry Haynes to publish
the following article in our newsletter. Barbara noted that is very appropriate for beekeepers to think
about what he is saying.
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Confirmation Bias . . . Me?
Without Facts You Cannot Have Cooperation
Jerry Hayes, PhD—Vita Bee Health, North America
Back in August, I was honored to speak at the WAS new aficionado simply don’t know everything. You can’t
Conference held in Boise. (As an aside, the JUMP know everything about everything intuitively. There is
Conference Center is the most unique and inviting a learning phase that, in beekeeping in particular, takes
conference center I have ever been to. Very cool . . . very years. I have said it many times before that anyone who
nice.) I have the opportunity to speak many times a year says they know everything about beekeeping after two
all over the country and
years and has their own blog,
outside the country, and I am
and podcast, and website is
generally asked to talk about
delusional and arrogant.
one of the 4 Ps of honey bee
They lead new beekeepers
health: Pathogens, Parasites,
down the wrong path, bees
Poor Nutrition, Pesticides
die, and they blame some
(including
varroacides).
outside influence or event.
This is fine because these
It’s never them.
are the fundamentals that
Most of the tens
influence
just
about
of thousands of
“new”
everything in honey bee
beekeepers are Boomers,
health in the 2000s. As
who are now old enough
beekeepers, we can’t get Jerry explains confirmation bias, defined as “the tendency to that the kids are grown,
better unless we know what interpret new evidence as confirmation of one’s existing beliefs or they sold the SUV, they
at the start of his presentation. This slide is titled “I was
the problem is and how to theories,”
read Mother Earth News
a messy kid” and reads: “I know that I was one. It used to frustrate
minimize it.
me how my mom always picked out and noticed the instances in 1975, and now they want
Yet, Steve Sweet, the when my room was a mess and my socks were all over the floor, to go back in memory to
never acknowledged when I had spent an hour cleaning it. It
patient one, simply asked but
save the world. Honey bees
took a good 20 years to understand that this was simply because
me what I wanted to talk she was looking for evidence to support her already formed thesis are the mechanism for this
about. Whoa! Did he really that I was a messy kid.” He soon brings it all around to us.
in 2018.
know what he might be getting into, I wondered? I wasn’t
What I want to do is challenge some of our thoughts
used to not being given a presentation “assignment.” and perceptions and bias by using the Bee Informed
Steve opened the door for me to talk about and explore Partnership (BIP) annual survey data to show these
something that I have been thinking about for a long submitted “facts” as published by BIP. This is an exercise
time as we beekeepers point our collective fingers at in challenging potential false reality perceptions of
those real and imagined reasons for my bees being sick and honey bee health and causes. Regarding involvement of
dying. In 2018, we are constantly reminded on the News confirmation bias, “Due to our species innate tribal (new
that we all have “bias” about one thing or another. In beekeeper) desire to be socially accepted (by WAS new
both contemporary sociology and psychology, there is beekeepers), we tend to favor or agree with people (new
a real, recognized, and defined bias called Confirmation beekeepers) who agree with us (new beekeepers).”
Bias. This is a tendency to search for, interpret, favor,
and recall information in a way that confirms one’s pre- I went to the BIP website and looked at the data for
existing beliefs or hypothesis, which is an error in our Idaho. Not to pick on Idaho, but it seemed like the place
reasoning. Stay with me here, don’t nod off or reach for to begin the conversation.
As caveat, surveys are only as good as those
the remote just yet.
With the huge growth in backyard hobby beekeeping, contributing to the survey. So, they may not be 100
there is the reality that any time in any hobby (and you percent correct, but where else can one start except at
and I have experienced this many times), you as the the beginning data point?
22

WAS Journal

So, what is killing my bees? What are the possibilities?
The BIP survey data for the US show a 40 percent total
annual loss in 2017–2018. Average winter loss in Idaho
was reported as 62.9 percent.
Respondents’ ideas on the reason for the loss: For 91.7
percent, “I don’t know” was the answer.
Were there some negative issues with being close to
agriculture? Only 40.1 percent said they were close to
production agriculture.
Average winter loss for beekeepers who used some kind of
Varroa treatment was 45.1 percent.
Those who used labeled Varroa products lost 35.1 percent.
Those who did not use labeled Varroa control products
reported losing 51.2 percent.
Average winter loss per beekeeper who monitored for
Varroa was 48.4 percent.

Total mortality for Varroa mites and their caged host bees after 48
h of exposure to 1 dose of CheckMite®, ½ dose of CheckMite®,
Apistan®, Apivar®, Apiguard®, 1 dose of HopGuard®, ½ dose of
HopGuard®, and no acaricide (control group). Same letters indicate
significant differences between a treatment and control at α = 0.05.
The only significant differences that were detected occurred at p
< 0.001 (***). Bars denote mean bee and mite mortality (%) ± 1
standard error (SE).*

Average winter loss per beekeeper who had less than five
years of experience was 64.4 percent.
saved the industry. But take a look at not only their effect
on Varroa control but honey bee mortality as well. This is
So, what we know about reported Idaho losses in 2017?
something we never see or think about. There are Varroa
An average 62.6 percent loss is reported by Hobbyists. As controls that are better than others if you use the metric
of negative effects on the colony itself.
reported:
The Honey Bee Health Coalition (HBHC;
91.7 percent said they didn’t know why the bees died
honeybeehealthcoalition.org)
is a strong industry
60 percent are not near production agriculture
collaborative that has many pluses to its activity. The most
important in my mind at this time is the Tools for Varroa
54.9 percent did not treat for Varroa
Management guide. No beekeeper really needs any other
64.9 percent of those who did treat didn’t use selected
information than this to know what the Varroa problem
products
is, how to identify and monitor for Varroa, and what
51.6 percent did not sample for Varroa before treatment products are available with their plus and minuses for
64.4 percent of beekeepers had less than five years of use. It’s all here in one place. The industry relies on this
document, and you need to as well.
experience
We have to realize that honey bees cannot exist any
= 62.6 percent Loss
longer in the wild for any length of time before Varroa
Many beekeepers blame the use of pesticides in kills them. Honey bees have to be managed like livestock
agriculture for loss of their bees. And certainly, if some of or pets. They need attention and treatments not different
these products are misapplied according to label direction, than flea and tick medicines, or rabies vaccines, or
they can hurt pollinators. APHIS did a colony chemical wormers we use for Fido or Fluffy. Would you let them die
residue study in honey bee colonies a few years ago. What because you didn’t care to know? We can do better. And
they found was that approximately 45 percent of all an organization like WAS has the experienced members
pesticides found in a beehive were the ones beekeepers who can help and guide and direct. By working together,
had used. The focus on neonicotinoids as causing honey partnering and collaborating is the only positive route.
bee losses was not found in regards to residues of neonics or their metabolites, only showing about 2 percent of *Source: Insects 2018, 9(2), 55; https://doi.org/10.3390/insects9020055. Toxicity of Selected Acaricides to Honey Bees (Apis
residues. So, it’s not agriculture.
mellifera) and Varroa (Varroa destructor Anderson and Trueman)
These varroacides used to control Varroa have been and Their Use in Controlling Varroa within Honey Bee Colonies.
vital in keeping the greater beekeeping industry. They Aleš Gregorc, Mohamed Alburaki, Blair Sampson, Patricia R.
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Knight, and John Adamczyk.
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