


Welcome
The National Congress of Black Women (NCBW) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the educational, political and cultural development 
of African American women and youth. The organization was founded 
in 1984 by Dr. C. Delores Tucker in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1985, 
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm was the first elected chair. Many dedicated 
Black women were among the charter members, including Mrs. Coretta 
Scott King, Congresswomen Maxine Waters and Eleanor Holmes Norton, Dr. 
Dorothy Height, Dr. Mary Frances Berry and others called by Dr. Tucker to 
meet in D.C. to strategize on ways to confront the critical issues facing Black 
women and their communities.

While our mission is to continue the work of these great women, we are 
expanding our efforts to educate youth on the responsibilities of good 
citizenship and the importance of engaging the political process. Thank you 
for joining the Philadelphia “Flagship” Chapter of the National Congress of 
Black Women, Inc. for our first Annual Dr. C. Delores Tucker SheRose Award 
Gala featuring a Cocktail Reception. Food will be served to include butlered 
Hors-d’oeuvres, open bar and music. We will pay tribute to honorees who 
were nominated locally, regionally and nationally who “ROse to the Occasion” 
in their various professions, areas of interest and public service. These 
women dare to make a difference across the United States in a wide range 
of professions and services.We will recognize the tremendous work that 
each of our honorees are doing in the areas of: Communications & Media, 
Labor, Education, Entrepreneurship, Housing Rights, Law & Criminal Justice, 
Entertainment, and Health & Human Services.

Our National Honoree is New York State Attorney General Letitia James. 
Our National Organizational Honoree is Win With Black Women with Jotaka 
Eaddy & Holli Holliday, Esq. accepting on behalf of WWBW. Other Honorees 
include Dr. Naomi Johnson-Booker, Dr. Robin Cooper, Sherrie Horsey-
Darden, Madaline Maria Dunn, Keir Bradford-Grey, Esq., Jimia R. Davis, 
Florence “Penny” McDonald, Angela McIver, Paulette Starr-Dinnall, Toni 
Staten, Retired President Judge Thomasine Tynes and Dr. William Tucker 
who will be receiving “The HeROse Award” because “He Rose for Her.” In 
addition, this event will raise funds to continue our work in developing healthy 
and sustainable communities through political activism, civic education, and 
economic empowerment.

With Gratitude,

Cheryl Hazzard
Chairperson



Our Purpose
With the activity decrease and membership decline of The 
Flagship Chapter of The National Congress of Black Women which 
organizations all across the world experienced  due to COVID; this 
event was a brainstorm to re-activate, motivate and  rejuvenate 
the local membership of this Flagship Chapter of NCBW with the 
ultimate goal of increasing membership. 
 
In this year of 2023 things began to open back up and more people 
were beginning to have and attend in person activities.

In addition this event was put in place to increase the visibility   
and awareness of The History and Story about our great Leader              
in Dr. C. DeLores Tucker and those Trailblazing Women who 
not only started this journey, but those who are keeping this 
organization alive.

Lastly the purpose of this event was to raise awareness, visibility 
and increase the engagement in civic and social action through 
the education process of our government structure.

The belief was that in return this would reduce apathy through 
knowledge that can be applied. As a result, APPLIED KNOWLEDGE 
IS POWER! AND NOW WE’RE HERE!



The Legacy of Dr. C DeLores Tucker

C. DeLores Tucker fueled a lifetime of 
activism for advancing the rights of Black 
people and women.

William Tucker, who continues to live in 
Philadelphia, said his wife “always had an 
idea about how to eliminate some injustice 
in society. She would wake up with that on 
her mind.”

C. DeLores Tucker “represents a generation 
that changed America,” Rev. Jesse 
Jackson Sr. said in his eulogy at Tucker’s 
funeral at the Deliverance Evangelistic 
Church in North Philadelphia in October 
2005. Her funeral drew hundreds, including 
former civil rights activist and U.S. Rep. 
from Georgia John Lewis and Vice 
President Al Gore.

Born Oct. 4, 1927, she was the 10th of 
11 children and the daughter of a North 
Philadelphia pastor. She grew up in 
Germantown, attended the High School for 
Girls and then went on to Temple University 
and the University of Pennsylvania.

C. DeLores Tucker was the first Black 
woman to serve as Pennsylvania secretary 
of state and was a driving force behind 

expanding voting rights, including lowering 
the voting age to 18. She initiated the first 
Commission on the Status of Women in 
Pennsylvania and was responsible for the 
appointment of more women and Blacks 
to boards, commissions and judgeships 
than ever before in the state’s history.

In 1984, C. DeLores Tucker and U.S. 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm founded what’s 
now known as the National Congress 
of Black Women, a nonprofit and 
nonpartisan organization that fights for 
the advancement of women of color in 
politics, education and society.

Advocating for educational issues for 
children and preparing them for college 
were among her lifelong goals, said E. 
Faye Williams, president of the National 
Congress of Black Women.

Among her lasting legacies in the city 
was her co-founding of the Philadelphia 
Martin Luther King Jr. Association for 
Nonviolence Inc. in 1983, which continues 
to hold its popular annual awards and 
benefit luncheon. The organization bills 
itself as the only affiliate commissioned by 
King’s widow, Coretta Scott King.



NCBW was founded by the late Dr. C. DeLores Tucker in August 
1984 after attending the 1984 National Democratic Convention 
in San Francisco, California. As a result of black women being 
excluded from participating in the selection of the Vice-
Presidential candidate, she convened the first organizing meeting 
at the Black Postal Workers Union Headquarters in Washington, 
D.C.  A convention was held in 1985 in Atlanta, Georgia following 
several organizing meetings, and the late Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm was elected as the first National President.  
 
NCBW is a non-profit tax exempt organization with the mission 
to build a network of women of color and to engage them in 
leadership activities within the educational, economic, social 
and political arenas.  Our mandate is to foster and enhance the 
mission of this organization.

One of the many NCBW Programs that Dr. Tucker initiated was 
the College for Teens Program where teenagers would attend a 
summer session on a college campus and was the originator of 
the Campaign to have the Sojourner Truth statue installed at the 
U.S. Capitol. She also led NCBW’s national campaign against 
Gangster Rap.

History of NCBW



The Honorable Letitia A. James 

National Honoree

Letitia “Tish” James is the 67th Attorney General for the state of New York. 
With decades of experience and a long record of achievements, she is a 
powerful, effective attorney and lifelong public servant. When she was 
elected in 2018, she became the first woman of color to hold statewide 
office in New York and the first woman to be elected Attorney General.

Before serving as Attorney General, Letitia James was the public advocate 
for the City of New York. When she was elected in 2013, she became 
the first woman of color to hold citywide office. During her tenure as 
public advocate, her office passed more legislation than all previous 
public advocates combined, including a groundbreaking law that banned 
questions about salary history from the employment process to address 
the pervasive gender wage gap. Prior to serving as public advocate, Letitia 
James represented the 35th Council District in Brooklyn in the New York 
City Council for 10 years. As a council member, she passed the Safe 
Housing Act, legislation that forced landlords to improve living conditions 
for tenants in New York City’s worst buildings. Before her election to the 
City Council, Letitia James was head of the Brooklyn Regional Office of 
the New York State Attorney General’s Office.



Jotaka L. Eaddy
Jotaka Eaddy is an award-winning strategist, advocate, Television host and 
connector who Forbes Magazine describes as the “Olivia Pope of Silicon 
Valley.” She is the co-host of the Oprah Winfrey Network Award Winning 
Series “Speak Sis.”With more than 20 years of experience in policy, 
advocacy, and movement building, Jotaka is a highly sought after speaker 
and strategist whose accomplishments include: her trailblazing election as 
the University of South Carolina’s first Black Woman Student Body President 
and her groundbreaking work that led to the abolition of the juvenile death 
penalty in America through the 2005 landmark US Supreme Court decision in 
Roper Vs Simmons. Not to mention, her pivotal leadership as Senior Advisor 
to the NAACP where she led Initiatives to expand and defend voting rights 
through state legislative wins and executive orders, all before her bold and 
successful transition to the C- suite of Silicon Valley and the private sector. 

As the Founder and CEO of Full Circle Strategies, LLC - Jotaka leads a 
team of dynamic individuals committed to advancing transformative change 
and global impact for clients, including corporate, non-profit, foundations, 
technology, and government organizations seeking to advance policy, ideas, 
and change.

Organizational Honoree



Holli L. Holliday, Esq.
Holli L. Holliday, Esq. currently serves as the president of Sisters Lead 
Sisters Vote, a 501(c) 4 organization, founded by Black women, expand 
Black women’s leadership, voices & politics.  Holli has managed or advised 
over 300 campaigns, as campaign manager, leading political programs or 
as a consultant. Because of her inclusion background, she functions best 
when connect people to each other and creating the optimal space for this 
connection. Through SLSV, she works tirelessly to amplify Black women’s 
voices; advance Black women’s political leadership; and expand Black 
women’s opportunities. 

As a 3rd generation attorney and politico, Holli has always been engaged 
in politics. In the last 20+ years, she has served in every role, from 
volunteer to campaign manager to candidate to advisor.  Living between 
her hometown, Kansas City Missouri and the Washington DC area, Holli 
is a 25+ year member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.; active leader in 
#WinWithBlackWomen network, a graduate of Howard University and the 
University of Missouri – Kansas City School of Law, 

Organizational Honoree



 Dr. Naomi Johnson-Booker
Dr. Naomi Johnson Booker has a stellar reputation for transforming failing 
schools into successful learning institutions. She is a public education 
innovator: through GLA’s leadership and global studies program, Dr. Booker 
incorporated learning outside the classroom into the school’s curriculum 
through U.S. and overseas excursions. She has been credited for changing 
the mindset of her West Philadelphia scholars as she closes America’s 
Exposure Gap, which in turn leads to closing the Achievement Gap., Most 
of her scholars live beneath the Federal Poverty Level, showing them they 
can become future leaders of the world.

Dr. Johnson-Booker served for 30 years in the School District of Philadelphia 
as an area superintendent transforming and managing 15 schools. In 2001, 
she entered the charter school sector, serving as regional vice president of 
curriculum and instruction for a charter school management organization. 

Dr. Johnson-Booker’s status as an esteemed educator is widely 
recognized. In 2020, Philadelphia City Council named Dr. Johnson-Booker 
a “Philadelphia Living Legend.” Dr. Johnson-Booker was also honored by 
the Philadelphia Business Journal as a “Woman of Distinction.” 

Honoree



Dr. Robin P. Cooper
Dr. Robin Cooper is the trailblazing president of Teamsters Local 502, The 
Commonwealth Association of School Administrators. In 2016, she made 
history when she was elected as the first African American, first woman and first 
African American woman to lead its local union since its Teamsters chartering 
in 1985.  She served as an principal for 16 years and she was instrumental in 
improving climate and academic achievement in the two schools where she 
served as a principal. Prior to that, Robin served in the capacity of Cheyney 
Adjunct Professor, Assistant Principal, Administrative Assistant to the Cluster 
Leader, Freedom Schools Project Director, and Teacher.  Robin also served as 
a Commissioner for the Teamsters Human Rights and Diversity Commission

Robin is a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Dr. Ruth W. Hayre 
Scholarship Fund, Top Ladies of Distinction, and other notable organizations.  
She currently serves as an Executive Board member of the Legacy of Love 
Foundation, Inc., President of Top Ladies of Distinction, and President of 
Teamsters Black Caucus Philadelphia and Vicinity Chapter.

In 2023, Robin was recognized for her achievements in Philadelphia by the 
Schoolmen’s Club of Philadelphia with the lifetime achievement award. 

Honoree



 Sherri Horsey-Darden
Sherri Darden is the owner and publisher of ScoopUSA Media, the oldest 
FREE Community paper in the tri-state area. She is first and only Black 
female 100% owner and publisher of a regularly published newspaper 
in the city of Philadelphia. As the publisher, Sherri is there. She is in the 
office and the communities, at programs and events, working with the 
Community to share our stories and ensure that we tell our stories. 

In the past five years, Scoop is evolved and has transitioned from a 
newspaper to a media platform, hosting the Inside Scoop and working 
with communities in Philadelphia (and surrounding counties), Chester, 
Camden, NJ, and Wilmington, DE. We are digital and in print, and we 
have an App--that is available on any smartphone/device platform. Scoop 
has repositioned itself as a viable community media platform and partner, 
sharing local and national news for our communities. 

Honoree



Madaline Maria G. Dunn
Madeline Maria Dunn was born to Amos and Leslie Glenn October 
14, 1933 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Robert and Madaline had five 
children all together. Together they have 12 grandchildren and 17 great 

grandchildren. 

Madeline has received numerous awards and accolades including The 
National  Congress of Black Women Shirley Chisholm Award, (Unbought 
and Unbossed), the Fannie Lou Hamer Award for Voters Registration, 
Advocacy and Crisis Intervention Network Award, and The Lucien E. 
Blackwell Guiding Light in the Community Service Award to name a few.

Madeline sense of adventure has taking her around the world. She can 
be overheard saying “who would have thought that a little girl from my 
street has traveled to China, Hong Kong, South Korea, Senegal, Gambia, 
West Africa, Nassau, Bahamas, Morocco, Kenya and Brazil.“ Love for 
her family and desire to make a better life for her children’s children has 

always been her driving force.

Honoree



Keir Bradford-Grey, Esq.
Keir Bradford-Grey is a nationally recognized state and federal defender, 
and a pioneering leader at the forefront of developing the model for 
community engagement with the legal system. Keir has dedicated her 
career to creating a justice system that makes our communities safer. 
 
Honored as a Philadelphia Living Legend in 2022, Keir is the only woman 
and only African American exploring a run for Attorney General. Keir 
was the first woman to lead public defender offices in both Montgomery 
County and Philadelphia, where she managed a staff of over 500 and a 
budget of over $50 million.
 
 A public defender for more than two decades, Keir has served as the 
Chief Defender in Philadelphia and Montgomery County, Pennsylvania’s 
first and third largest counties by population, trying cases in both state 
and federal court.

Honoree



Jimia R. Davis
At a young age, Mia overcame a myriad of traumatic life experiences, but 
learned that the key to success is having the ability to use the experiences 
as motivation. One of the most impactful moments in her life was on April 
15th, 2019, when her Father, James Davis Jr. was wrongly convicted and 
sentenced to 10+ years in federal Prison.

Speaking on the impact her Dad had on her life, the city of Philadelphia 
and much more in the highest court in the country at only 17-years old, the 
Judge (Wendy Beetle Stone) told Jimia, “you will be ok, you have the fire 
in you. I see it.” She then proceeded to issue her Father a preposterous 
sentence, justifying it by saying “Your family thinks very highly of you 
[James Davis Jr.], this will show them.”  

Jimia uses this day as her main motivation, and is now determined not 
only to change the mindsets of individuals within the urban community, 
but to open her own Law firm devoted to fighting for Black men who 
otherwise could not fight against the system themselves. 

Honoree



Florence “Penny” McDonald
Florence M. Penny McDonald is the Treasurer of the Citizens Networking 
4 Progress (PAC). She is the proud mother of three married children and is 
blessed with 19 wonderful grandchildren.  She is the oldest of five children 
of Elaine Witherspoon-Carter and the late Lawrence Witherspoon. 

She was a co-founder of United Community Action Network (UCAN) 
promoting “Education Over Incarceration” Program.  A co-founder of 
“Fathers and Children Together” Initiative (FACT), She is currently the 
executive director of Community Forgiveness and Restoration (CFR) 
a Faith-Based Reentry 501c3 non-profit organization. She has been 
working with incarcerated lifers in SCI Graterford and other State and 
County prisons for more than 20 years to create and implement plans to 
stop the culture of street crime in our community.  CFR works to assist 
returning citizens providing needed resources to prevent recidivism.

Honoree



 Angela McIver
Angela McIver is a national leader and advocates for Fair Housing for all. 
Angela joined the Fair Housing Rights Center in Southeastern Pennsylvania 
as Chief Executive Officer in 2007. In 2016 and again in 2020, Angela became 
a member of the Pennsylvania Advisory Committee of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights. Since 2018, she has served as a National Fair Housing Alliance 
board member. In 2019, Angela was designated a National Housing Fellow 
under the Strong Families Commission. Angela delivers housing commentary 
on Turning Life Corners on WPPM 106.5 FM radio. She appeared on many 
media platforms, including KYW News radio, WHYY-FM 90.9, WITF/WURD 
900 AM, WWDB 96.5 FM, 6abc Action News, NBC10 Philadelphia, Praise 
107.9 FM, PBS News Hour, Reveal, Radio One Reopening Philly Radio Video 
Event, Bike and Build, and CNN.
 
Angela has 30 years experience and serves as a systems analyst by 
developing customized business solutions, institutional and organizational 
networking, community partnerships, coalitions affecting adults, youths, 
and disabled persons, and identifying social intersections and solutions. 
Currently, Angela’s status as a Certified Trauma-Competent Professional 
is pending. Once obtained, she will implement a national Trauma for Fair 
Housing Advocates program. 

Honoree



Paulette Starr-Dinnall
Paulette’s humble beginnings started in St Catherine Jamaica. At the age 
of 21, she migrated to the United States with a passion for life and a strong 
desire to achieve a part of the American Dream. She attended the Community 
College of Philadelphia, and over a period of 35 years, she opened a Nail 
Salon, Snack Shop, a used car dealership, a Night Club, lawn and Cleaning 
Services, and a Caribbean Food Market. She also dabbled in Real Estate. 
Pat’s Caribbean Market is one of her greatest accomplishments. It’s been one 
of the biggest Caribbean Markets in the Philadelphia area for over 25 years 
and counting. It has been featured in several magazines and television shows. 
It is also a shopping Haven for Patti Labelle, Malik Yoba, and many others.

Throughout the years, Paulette has been a pillar of the community by donating 
to various organizations. Organizations including Shriners Children’s Hospital, 
Penn Relays, Carnivals, Churches, etc. The community can always count on 
her annual Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets and goodies. With her 
many hats including mother and grandmother, she has never forgotten her 
humble beginnings which compels her to touch every life she meets. If there’s 
one thing that anyone can say about Paulette, it is that, if anyone asks, she 
gives, when they don’t, she still gives. If they just look at her, she gives even more.

Honoree



Toni Staten
Toni Staten serves as Executive Director of the Laborers-Employers 
Cooperation and Education Trust (LECET) for the Laborers District Council 
of Metropolitan Philadelphia and Vicinity (LDC). In this role, she serves as the 
lead marketing executive for LDC. She provides senior leadership supporting 
LDC’s mission to assist its membership in securing employment, defending 
their rights and advancing their interests as working men and women.

Toni joined the Laborers District Council more than 17 years ago and began 
her career as a Special Projects Researcher and Claims Processor in the 
Laborers’ Prepaid Legal Fund. In 2012, she was promoted to Health & Safety 
Awareness Coordinator in the Laborers’ Health and Safety Fund.

In 2017, Toni was appointed to her current role as Executive Director. 
During her tenure, she has led the transformation and expansion of LDC’s 
branding and outreach efforts, targeting resources and developing programs 
addressing the needs of youth and underserved communities. She has also 
expanded LDC’s reach through innovative media relationships and serves as 
host for Laborers’ Live, a weekly radio program on Philadelphia’s only locally 
owned African-American radio station.

Honoree



Dr. William Tucker
Dr. Tucker currently serves as President of the Philadelphia Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Association for Nonviolence, Inc., for the past 17 years and although retired, 
continues to carry on this great legacy. He is the former Chairman of the Bethune 
DuBois Institute in Washington, DC. Both of  these organizations were founded 
by his late wife, the Honorable Dr. C. DeLores Tucker. He served in the U.S. Army 
1951 – 1953 and received an honorable discharge. Dr. Tucker was married to the 
late Dr. C. DeLores Tucker for more than 55 years.

Approximately, 29 years ago, Dr. Tucker founded the Children’s Christmas 
Dinner Party held first in Washington, D.C. for disadvantaged children. In 2004, 
through Philadelphia Martin Luther King, Jr. Association for Nonviolence, Inc., he 
orchestrated the 1st Annual Children’s Christmas Dinner Party for underserved 
children from Philadelphia and surrounding areas at the Wyndham Franklin Plaza 
Hotel.  They served over 3,800 children that year, a program that continues today!

As a committed community activist, Dr. Tucker, over the years has served as 
President of the Associated Real Estate Brokers of Philadelphia, President of 
the Philadelphia Council of Property Owners; Board Member of the National 
Negro Business League, the Urban League of Philadelphia, Heritage House, 
The Philadelphia Health and Welfare Council and the Executive Board of the 
Philadelphia Chapter NAACP.

Honoree



Retired Judge Thomasine Tynes
Judge Thomasine Tynes was born and educated in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. In 1989 she was appointed by Governor Robert Casey to 
serve as a judge in the Philadelphia Traffic Court. In March 2005, Governor 
Edward G. Rendell appointed her as President Judge of Traffic Court. Judge 
Tynes has 20 years of distinguished service as the longest sitting judge of 
this Court. She also has a distinction of being the first African-American 
female to ever serve as Traffic Court Judge and the first female as President 
Judge of the Philadelphia Traffic Court, both unprecedented milestones. Her 
Reputation as a fair and dedicated jurist has prevailed throughout her career.

Before serving in the judiciary, Judge Tynes was Director of the congregate 
housing services program from 1983 to 1989. This federal pilot program was 
funded through the Philadelphia Housing Authority, and provided seniors with 
medical nutrition and legal services, along with homemaker skills to facilitate 
independent living within a controlled environment. She also managed a 
multi million dollar sportswear conglomerate in New York City, served as 
CEO of a successful automobile retail business, is a well accomplished real 
estate entrepreneur and earned a single engine pilots license

Honoree



NCBW, Philadelphia Chapter Officers
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Cheryl M Hazzard, M. Ed 
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Cheryl M Hazzard, M. Ed 
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Dana Y King, Esq
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Archbishop Mary Floyd Palmer
First Vice Chairperson

Robin S Holden-Boyd
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Bishop Christine Crosby
Chaplain

Dr. Evelyn Partridge
Committee Member

Modjeska L. Graham
Recording Secretary

Wanda “Ewenique” Davis
SheRose Committee Chair

Theresa Brunson, Esq
Second Vice Chairperson

Cappy Lane
Treasurer
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