
Contact Us
8116 Walnut Grove Road Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Phone: 804.746.7737     Website: www.shalombaptist.net     
Email: shalombaptistma@gmail.com
Church Office Hours
Monday: 8:30am-5pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30am-4:30pm, 
Thursday: 8:30am-2pm 
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Church Staff
Rev. Mark Miller.........................................................Senior Pastor
Rev. Dan McFaden...............................................Associate Pastor
Jean Dart............................................Minister of Music & Worship
Adam Crigger.............................................. Interim Youth Director
Kathy Seay...........................................Children's Ministry Director
Kelly Bittler...........................................................Ministry Assistant

Pastor

APPRECIATION
Month

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13



I  am in the midst  of  performing two weddings, dur ing back to back
weekends…so perhaps “ love” is on my mind…

In his book, Let Me Say That Again,  Pastor Maxie Dunnam says:

“Love is a decis ion.  I t  is  something we do—an act of  the wi l l  that
gives i tsel f  unsel f ishly for  the good and enr ichment of  another.”

The word, “ love” gets tossed around a lot  these days. I  love pizza.
I  love to gol f .  I  love my wife (not in that  order,  of  course).  Have
you not iced how often “ love” is cheapened in our society.   Love is
mistaken for “ l ike”.  Love is mistaken for at t ract ion.  Love is
mistaken for lust .  Si tcoms treat one-night stands as normal…and
marr iage as disposable.  “Love” is tossed around fr ivolously and
carelessly.  Certainly,  the picture of  the old marr ied couple s i t t ing
at the dinner table,  eat ing in s i lence, perpetuates the idea that
“TRUE LOVE” is a foreign concept:
The husband, focusing on his food says: “Could you pass me the
potatoes, please?” 
His wi fe looks over at  h im, pauses for a moment,   and then, out of
the blue  asks,  “Do you love me?”  
He responds, “Of course I  do.  What k ind of  crazy quest ion is
that?” 
She then says, “ I  want to hear i t . ”  
“Hear what?”
“ I  want to hear you say, ‘ I  love you’”
“ I  love ya,”  he says hal fheartedly.
“No. Say i t  l ike you MEAN i t . ”
“ I  LOVE ya! Now would you pass me the potatoes?”

What is “ t rue” love? Dr.  Dunnam says i t  is  “a decis ion".  We must
CHOOSE to love. “To love” is an act ion—it  takes ef for t  on our
part .  Love is not forced, coerced, or chosen for us.  I f  I  had said to
Ti f fany,  when I  f i rst  met her,  “You BETTER love me” there would
have been no f i rst  date.  To love l ike God loves is “agape” love. I t
is  uncondi t ional  love…a love that is not dependent upon the
circumstances or even how much love you get back in return.  That
kind of  love “gives i tsel f  unsel f ishly for  the good and enr ichment of
another.”  Love involves giv ing of  yoursel f .  Love involves
sel f lessness. And love involves RISK. To love is to r isk.  Years ago
I was talk ing to a widow who was tel l ing me about how wonderful
her marr iage relat ionship had been. Tears came to her eyes when
she shared how di f f icul t  i t  had been since her husband had passed
away. Why was i t  so hard? Both had taken a r isk to love deeply.
Both had taken the r isk to unsel f ishly give.  God certainly took a
r isk to love us… we are a rebel l ious bunch, l ikely not thanking Him
enough, of ten taking for granted al l  that  He has done for us,
somet imes even blaming Him for the di f f icul t  th ings in our l ives.
But He st i l l  r isks to love us… He loved His Son, and as Jesus
hung on that cross he truly showed us how much of  a r isk His
Father took.  “For God so LOVED the world that  He GAVE…” (John
3:16).  “Greater love has no one than this,  that  he lay down his l i fe
for his f r iends.”  (John 15:13).  Love truly.  Love deeply.  Love r isky.
I  love you and am pr iv i leged to serve alongside you! 

Pastor Mark
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M A R K ' S  M I N U T E



Lita Fischer
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Please remember Fran this month by
sending her a card or calling. It means so

much to our Shut-Ins, that they are
remembered and that we still care.

Fran Johnson
6322 Ridge Lane

 Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Lifeline Screening- Monday, October 5th

Church Council Meeting-Tuesday, October 6  at 7:00 pm.th

Called Business Meeting-Wednesday, October 7  at 6:15 pm.th

Quarterly Business Meeting & Potluck Lunch-Sunday, October
18  immediately following the 11:00 am worship service.th

November Newsletter entries are due Wed. October 21st. 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE:
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October 7th
Variety of soups

October 14th
Sausage & Cheese Tortellini

October 21st
Panda Orange Chicken

October 28th
roasted pork loin

Cost:       $5.00 for adults
                $2.00 for children
                $15.00 per family

Each week reservation cards will be in the
bulletin. Please fill out a card and put it in the

offering plate or call the church office with your
reservation by 3:00pm Monday and leave a

message.

“Jesus Christ  is  the same yesterday,
and today and forever.”  [Hebrews13.8]
 
Autumn is the t ime of  changes: the
weather grows cooler [great news
after our very hot summer! ] ,  leaves
begin to turn f rom green to a
kaleidoscope of  colors,  schools have
been back in session for more than a
month,  and a new church year is
underway. 
 
As we enter th is t ime of  year when
things do change, i t ’s  reassur ing to
know that Someone never changes—
Jesus and His love for us.  We may not
always be aware of  that  love as we go
through our dai ly l ives,  whether at
work,  school ,  or  home; but that  love is
always there.  I t  does not change or go
away. 
 
Why not take some t ime dur ing your
day, wherever you are,  to pause and
thank God for His unchanging love for
you—at home, at  work,  at  school ,
even at  p lay? Thanksgiv ing is not
l imi ted to one day of  the year,  but
every day is a day on which to be
thankful .

 -Pastor Dan
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The second Shalom’s Men’s Conference will take place on Saturday, October 17th. The theme for
the conference is “The Importance of Community.” The conference will begin at 8:30 am with
breakfast and conclude at 12:30 pm with a box lunch. Admission is free. Scan the QR code on the
above flyer to register.

Join us in the kitchen on Wednesday, October 28th, as we prepare dinner for our church family.
Come around 3:00 pm to help prepare the meal, or at 3:30 pm and assist in setting up the tables,
stay after dinner and help with the cleanup.

Tuesday, November 10th, is the date for our next Men’s Ministry dinner which will be held at Anna’s
starting at 6:00 pm

Mark your calendars for our annual trip to Nanny’s on Saturday, December 12th , leaving Shalom at
5:00 p.m. We should return to Shalom by 7:45 pm.

The Men’s Tuesday morning Bible Study is
continuing our study of the Gospel of John. We
meet on Tuesday mornings at 8:30 am in the
church conference room. We’d welcome your
participation as we Grow in our relationship with
Christ.

Thursday, October 15th, we will continue a
monthly Veteran’s Coffee Chat Group at Shalom.
At our initial meeting on Sept 17th, we had 10
Veterans with over 100 years of military service
participate. Regardless of if you served on active
duty or in the reserves, you are invited to join us.

The Men’s Ministry will be cooking hamburgers
and hot dogs for the Sunday School picnic in our
Pavilion on October 10th. Come help us flip a
burger or grill a dog. We’ll start preparing at 3:00
p.m.
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The Acteens at Shalom will be sponsoring a
Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign for the
Month of October. In our last campaign we
raised $2,741.09. Let’s beat that total in 2026!
The East End Pregnancy Center exists and
are able to offer free services because of your
generosity. Our partners give more than
money-they give hope, love, and life! Check
donations should be made to “EEPC” with a
memo specifying “Shalom Baptist Church”.
Grab a baby bottle and fill it up. You can also
donate online by scanning the QR code.

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving
BagsBagsBags

Thanksgiving
Bags

Below is a list of items that MCEF is collecting for the Thanksgiving
Bags that will be given to their clients. From this list, MCEF will give
clients a choice of 8 items for their bag. Please place donations in

the blue grocery cart outside of the Fellowship Hall. 

Green Beans
Collard Greens/Mixed Greens
Carrots
Boxed Mashed Potatos
Stuffing
Gravy
Pumpkin

Cranberry Sauce
Brownie Mix
Shampoo
Body Wash
Hand Soap
Toothpaste

Veteran’s Day Video
 

We’re honoring our
Veteran’s with a Veteran’s

Day video this year in
November.

 
If you are a Veteran and
would like to be included
in the video, please email

Jean Dart at
jmdart612@gmail.com

with the following
information:

 
• Name

• Branch of Service
• Age and Picture at the

time of enlistment
• Length of Service and

years served
 

The deadline for inclusion
in the video is Sunday,

November 1st.
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Stronger Together

Strength in  the Journey
A support group for

widows and widowers

11:30 am
Fellowship Hall

Bring your own lunch & drink.

Monday, October 19  th

Our next
meeting is
Monday,

October 26
at 7:00 pm
at Shalom.

th

Upcoming Circle Meetings
Sisters in Service Circ le Meet ing

Monday, October 12  at  10:00
am in the Fr iendship c lassroom.

t h

FYI

ATTENTION ALL LADIES-Our
Christmas Tea registrat ion opens

October 22 . Make your plans ear ly
to secure a spot!  Br ing your

daughters,  granddaughters and
fr iends. There are 100 spots

avai lable.

n d

formally

EMT CO-ED BINGO NIGHT

Friday, October 9th

6:00 pm

Fellowship Hall

Pizza will be served. Please bring up to 3
canned meats for up to 3 Bingo cards. All
donations will benefit Harvest Time Thrift
in Mechanicsville. We hope to see you
there!



KIDS CORNER
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17th            Fran Johnson
                   Katherine Taylor
18th            Mary Frost
                   Kay Strickland
21st            Brad Crew
22nd           Beverly Waller
23rd            Carolyn Southard
                   Vicki Trice-Romano
24th            Lauren Baker
26th            Caroline Mayhew
                   Zoe Teboe                
27th            Dallas Clayton
30th            Val Pinkney
                   Mary Southard

1st         Paul & Deborah Michalosky
2nd        Billy & Renee Norman
5th         Ken & Sheila Hein
7th         Kenny & Debbie Taylor
8th         Bob & Darlene Grubbs
10th       Randy & Vicki Crew
              Thomas & Lelani Tucker
11th       Jason & Lynn Crew
              Gary & Judy Kirby
13th       Pete & Annette Logan
15th       Samantha & Craig Miller
16th       Bill & Mary Frost
17th       Ron & Joan Bowles
24th       Doug & Linda Tomlin
25th       Roy & Mary Southard

1st           Lindsay Stone
3rd          Judy Kirby
               Jason Nolan
5th          B.W. Alexander
               Linda Seay
8th          Mac Coiner
               Beth Thompson
9th          Brandi Dillard
               Beau Kelly
               Linda Williams
10th        Wanda Alspaugh
               Bill Butler
               Ray Gifford
               Donna Robertson
11th        Shea Neal
12th        Vicki Crew
               Lewis Jackson
14th        Marshal Brooks

Celebrate!
October Anniversaries

October Birthday's

Trunk-or-Treat at Shalom Baptist Church
Bring the whole family for a night of candy, costumes, and

community fun on Saturday, October 24  at 5:00 pm.th

Get creative and dress up your trunk with bright colors, silly themes,
and festive fall fun! Anything cute, clever, or whimsical that will make
kids smile. No scares needed — just loads of imagination, laughter,
and light! If you would like to decorate a trunk, please sign up. Sign-

up sheets are located in the lobby and the Fellowship Hall. Can’t
decorate a trunk but still want to participate? You can donate candy
instead! Just put your name on the same sign-up sheet and check

the box for candy donation. All candy donations need to be
individually wrapped and can be dropped off in the white cart in the

church lobby.

SAVE THE DATE

PAINT DAY
11/21/26
2-4 pm
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Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Shalom's Calendar 
QR Code:

Open your camera on your smart phone. Move
your camera so the QR code is in the frame.
You'll see the code's URL appear, tap on it to

open that URL.
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