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Striving to be the complete church using our complete gifts completely!

May 2021Shalom Baptist Church Newsletter

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Miller.........................................................Senior Pastor
Jean Dart............................................Minister of Music & Worship
Kelly Bittler...........................................................Ministry Assistant
Jeff Farrier........................................................... Church Musician

"Fear not, for I am with

you; be not dismayed,

for I am your God; I

will strengthen you, I

will help you, I will

uphold you with my

righteous right hand."

Isaiah 41:10



As you may know (or maybe you weren’ t  aware),  we wi l l  be on
Sabbat ical  a year f rom now.  I  say “we” because you, Shalom,
are coming with me on Sabbat ical .   In other words,  we wi l l  ALL
be enter ing into a t ime of  spir i tual  renewal.   Therefore,  dur ing
this year leading up to the Sabbat ical  (which wi l l  take place
from May 1,  2022 – August 15, 2022),  you wi l l  be learning
more and more about “SHALOM on Sabbat ical . ”
  
Now, perhaps that term “Sabbat ical”  is  new to you.  You may
even be asking, “What IS a Sabbat ical ,  exact ly?” The word
“Sabbat ical” ,  of  course, is connected to the word “Sabbath”
and “Sabbath”,  in a Bibl ical  context ,  is  re lated to rest .   So, a
sabbat ical ,  then (or,  more precisely,  a “sabbat ical  leave”)  is  a
per iod of  rest  and renewal.   Maybe you’ve heard this word
used in academic c i rc les—where a col lege professor,  perhaps,
is granted a sabbat ical  in order to wr i te a book.  An academic
sabbat ical  d i f fers somewhat f rom a rel ig ious renewal
sabbat ical .   The rel ig ious renewal sabbat ical  is  designed to
renew, reinvigorate,  re-sharpen, retool ,  and relaunch clergy
into the NEXT years of  ministry ahead. So…in THAT sense, i t ’s
a win-win for  both c lergy AND congregat ion.  Furthermore, 
 Sabbat icals may be a new concept i f  you’ve been a Bapt ist  a l l
of  your l i fe.  They are much more prevalent in some of our
sister denominat ions (Presbyter ian,  Lutheran, even Methodist
( in fact ,  Pastor Chad from NewSong, one of  our neighbor
churches, is on his sabbat ical  now).   However,  more and more
of our Dover churches have of fered sabbat icals (Emmaus
Bapt ist ,  New Highland Bapt ist) .  

“How and why did Shalom choose to make a c lergy renewal
sabbat ical  possible?” I t  a l l  began back in 2005/2006 when our
Shalom congregat ion decided to enter into a covenant wi th me
as your pastor.  Part  of  that  covenant included a c lergy renewal
sabbat ical  every 7 years.  (Sabbath = 7th day of  the week—
Exodus 16:26; The Sabbat ical  year = the 7th year –Levi t icus
25:4).  In 2013, our church (at  the 6395 Mechanicsvi l le
Turnpike locat ion) was gett ing ready to move into a t ime of
expansion and so i t  d idn’ t  seem to me (or to leadership) to be
the r ight  t ime. Of course, THAT focus shi f ted when we
received a phone cal l  f rom LIDL…which ul t imately led into a
church relocat ion and bui ld ing project .  Again,  not  the most
opportune t ime to take a sabbat ical .   Final ly,  in 2018, we
moved into our new faci l i ty .  And so, in 2019, the deacon.. .   

Cont inue on page 3
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Mark's Minute
"Sabbatical
is a period
of rest and
renewal."
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 -Cont inue from page 2-

leadership brought up the idea of  a sabbat ical  again.  I  started to do some research
regarding how to pay for a sabbat ical  and learned about the CTS El i  L i l ly  Foundat ion
Clergy Renewal Grant.   Because the grant appl icat ion would need to be completed in
the year PRIOR to the sabbat ical ,  i t  was agreed upon that I  would work towards a
sabbat ical  in the summer of  2021.  And then COVID struck.   And again,  i t  was
determined by both mysel f  and our leadership that  I  needed to pastor through this t ime
of uncertainty.   And that br ings us to our current t imeframe—“Shalom on Sabbat ical”  wi l l
be May 1,  2022 through August 15, 2022.

So…that ’s WHAT a sabbat ical  is…and that ’s how and why Shalom arr ived at  th is place
in the sabbat ical  process.  Several  months ago, a “Sabbat ical  Advisory Team” was put
in place. They wi l l  be at  the “ t ip of  the spear”  in helping to provide informat ion,
communicat ion  and preparedness in th is “Shalom on Sabbat ical”  process. The team
members are:  Ron Bowles (Personnel  representat ive);  Jane Snead (Deacon Chair) ;  Ken
Cl iborne (Deacon Vice Chair) ;  Al len Broaddus (Stewardship Chair) ;  Geraldine Ford
(Trustee Representat ive);  Jean Dart  (Staf f )  and Kel ly Bi t t ler  (Staf f ) .   Please feel  f ree to
connect wi th me or any of  these leaders i f  you have any quest ions.   Now…let ’s get
ready for “Shalom on Sabbat ical” !

In Him,
Pastor  Mark 

Shut-in of the Month:
 Nancy Williams

Please remember Nancy this month by
sending a card or calling. It means so much
to our Shut-Ins, that they are remembered

and that we still care.

Our Lady of Hope
13700 Gayton Road
Richmond, VA 23233

Meet our Deacon for
the month of May: 

Brian Seebeck



1  CORINTHIANS 9 :25

Help put the Community in the Garden- The All-Souls Community Garden depends on the
good hearts of volunteers to plant and harvest the vegetables we donate to MCEF and other
Mechanicsville food banks. Could you help us? Church and community groups as well as
individuals are needed! Your church youth or confirmation group, Sunday School class, Scout
group, etc., and individuals are needed throughout the growing season. Students in middle and
high school and even college ages are especially welcomed, as are all adults. We can arrange
garden lessons for younger kids. There are lots of jobs including planting and picking produce,
tilling, pulling weeds, washing and weighing produce, and delivery to food banks, jobs for just
about anyone! To schedule a time to volunteer, please contact Lee Hanchey at
lghanchey@gmail.com or by phone at 804-514-3020. We appreciate your interest and support
for the garden where friends meet friends, and the work of our hands, feeds so many people.

Thank you for your support,
Vicki Crew

Hi folks,

Please continue to bring bar soap, deodorant and feminine hygiene
products during the months of April, May and June for MCEF.  

Please note the following from All Souls Episcopal:

The fami ly of  Joyce Freed would l ike to thank you for
your prayers,  cards,  k ind words and expressions of

sympathy.   Your care and concern has meant a lot  to
us and has helped us get through this di f f icul t  t ime. 

 Joyce truly loved her Shalom Church Family and
appreciated, so much, the f r iendships and the love

you showed to her over the years she was a
member.  

 
We sincerely,  thank you and may God cont inue to

bless you,
Hunter,  Debbie,  Stacy and Alex Freed.
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F R E E

PORT-A-CRIB
Great Condition

C o n t a c t  V i c k i  C r e w  a t
8 0 4 - 5 1 6 - 8 3 2 9  o r  e m a i l
c r e w s c o l l i e s @ m s n . c o m



Kim Stanley and the staff of Gingerbread
Cottage Preschool would like to thank the
many hands that came together to make the
new playground shelter possible. The
Encouragement Ministry Team (EMT), who
sought out a need of the preschool; Ken Hein
and the Men's Ministry who designed and
constructed the shelter; Transit Lumber Co.
who donated the lumber; the various church
committees who pooled funds to cover extra
expenses; John Smithson with Specialty
Roofing who shingled the roof; and any
others who played a part in making this all
come together! We truly appreciate this labor
of love and we know it will be enjoyed by the
students of GBC and the members of Shalom
for many years to come!
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Jean’s Joy
In her article, Seven Tips for Engaging with Live-Streamed Worship, Constance Cherry provides
some great suggestions for how we can be more engaged in our worship services remotely. The
most fundamental shift to make is moving from watching to participating – from passively
observing a produced service to fully engaging as an active worshipper. Please consider these
seven practical suggestions for worshipping during a live-streamed service.

1. Build anticipation. Talk to your family the night before about how exciting it will be to worship
together “live.” For those who live alone, share your joyful anticipation with a friend or neighbor,
inviting them to join you from their home at the same time.

2. Prepare the technology in advance. Make sure that you have reached the web page at least
15 minutes ahead of the hour of broadcast and that it is functioning well. That way, you won’t
miss the first moments of the service while you are trouble-shooting any technical difficulties that
could arise.

3. Create a worshipful setting. Gather what items you have around the house to create a
centerpiece for worship. You might place a cutting from your yard, a candle and an open Bible on
the table in front of you. What items do you have in your home that can help transform the space
you’re in to a worship space?

4. Get settled. Make sure that the lighting in the room is conducive to avoid screen glare.
Position everyone. Grab that cup of coffee or tea.

5. Pray. Before the time of service, offer a prayer out loud for whomever is present (even if it is
just you), invoking God’s presence. Give this special time to God. Pray for your pastor and all
worship leaders as they lead.

6. Enthusiastically participate throughout the entire service! Don’t just watch other people
sing, sing! Don’t just watch other people pray, pray! If you are invited to engage in certain
postures such as kneeling, bowing, standing, stretching out your hands to receive the
benediction, do it! Do everything you would do if you were present together at your church—
aloud! 

-Continue on page 07
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-Jean's Joy continue from page 06

7. Reflect on the experience. Mention what happened in worship at various points throughout the rest
of the day or the upcoming week. Reflecting on what held meaning or was remarkable (other than the
glitches in live streaming that happen to all of us!) is a way to remind ourselves that our weekly worship
service at home has real significance.

Worshipping remotely can easily become passive, but biblical worship is never passive. So, let’s do
what we can to fully engage. How much more enthusiastic our worship will surely be for having made
the shift from watching to participating until then.
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you for recogniz ing me on Sunday, Apr i l  25!  Words cannot express my
heart fe l t  thanks for your love and support  for  me, my ministry,  and our music
program over these past 15 years.  Thank you, deacons, for  your generous,
thoughtful  g i f ts,  prayers and love. I  look forward to what the future holds wi th
God’s guidance in the days to come. With a song in my heart  for  Him! 

Love, Jean 

Wednesday's at  7:30 PM
in the Sanctuary



warr ior ,  soldier,  combatant,  one who wages war. '  And I  LOVE this,  guess what present
day word comes from the Scott ish word ' f r iek '  "brave man, warr ior"  OR the Old Middle
Engl ish word of  ' f reke'  meaning "a bold man, a warr ior"  (Let me know i f  you know!! ! ) .
Ah, i t 's  just  a name. Yes, i t 's  a name, BUT not just  a name.  As a Chr ist ian,  we are to
l ive out the l i fe of  Chr ist  in a host i le wor ld (Eph.6:5-20; Col .  3:1-17; and so many
more).

Please read throughout th is month,  Romans 6-8.  For as Chr ist ians we have a
commitment to and trust  in God  through Jesus Christ  by  the power of  the Holy Spir i t ,
to love and l ive as Chr ist ians. . . .and at  t imes to be warr iors.  As Paul ,  whi le imprisoned,
wrote to Timothy ,  "You, therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of  Jesus
Christ" .  Why? Because of  the af fa i rs of  a l l  that  is going on and can entangle us,
especial ly wi th our youth and their  fami l ies.  

We are commit ted, as a church and commit tee, to prepare our youth for  every day
batt le against  Satan.

A Christ ian Warr ior .   More than a name or def in i t ion.    

I t 's  a l i festy le.                                                                  

In His Love and Service,  
The Youth Commit tee

 
For more information contact David Booth at

804-746-5437.
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WORK DAY
EAST HANOVER VOLUNTEER

RESCUE SQUAD
SATURDAY, MAY 8TH 

AT 9:00AM

After a number of  names were suggested, WARRIORS was
overwhelmingly chosen as Shalom Bapt ist 's  Youth Group name.
So, what 's in a name? Wel l ,  according to MERRIAM-WEBSTER
DICTIONARY a warr ior  is  "someone engaged or exper ienced in
warfare;  broadly:  a person engaged in some struggle or conf l ic t . "
CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH DICTIONARY has the def in i t ion as "a
soldier,  usual ly one who has both exper ience and ski l l  in f ight ing,
especial ly as a soldier." ;  ETYMOLOGY ONLINE  DICTIONARY, "c.
1300, f rom Old North French 'werreier '  (Old French 'guerroieor ' )  'a 

*CHECK OUT YOUTH EVENTS
 ON THE NEXT PAGE!*
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The clouds revealed 
a mysterious figurehead with wings,

covered in angelic light.
 

As glory tears took flight,
Darkness all around loomed;

violent thunder boomed.
 

But the golden sun shone through,
its strong rays reaching,

conquering the dark hatchling’s brood.
 

The sky revealed the war waged below;
spiritual battles with arrow and bow.

 
A peace offer later appeared;

colors of hope to conquer all pain,
revealing His eternal promise of

victorious reign.
 

Scripture References:
Romans 8:18

Ephesians 6:12

Poem
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by: Amy Childress

UPCOMING

EVENTS
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Crossroads Mission Trip, May 21-23. For more information contact Mitzi Hubble.
Standing Rock Ministry: Hygiene Kits, June 6-27, information to follow. 

Morning Group Meeting: Monday, May 10th at 10:00 AM at the church in the Prayer Room. For
more information, contact Ann McFaden at 804-513-0052.

Upcoming events: 

Evening Group Meeting: Thursday, May 6th at 7:00
PM-Mitzi Hubble's house: 8164 Greenview Road,
Mechanicsville. For more information contact
Virginia Ryan at 804-370-0583 or Mitzi Hubble at
804-937-4515. 

A group from Shalom wi l l  be part ic ipat ing in "Volunteer weekend" at
Crossroads Camp and Conference center in beaut i fu l  Lowesvi l le,  VA.  This
is a good mission opportuni ty for  fami ly groups, Men’s Ministry,  Youth
group, WMU groups or a group at  large from Shalom.  

Dur ing the weekend we wi l l  be prepar ing the property for  Summer Camp. 
 Projects include: c leaning, paint ing,  organiz ing,  landscaping, mulching,
yard work and l ight  construct ion,  such as porch and deck repairs.   In the
evenings we wi l l  enjoy a campf i re and/or worship service.

Meals and cabin lodging wi l l  be provided at  no cost.   You can upgrade to
the hotel  room for a $20 cleaning fee per room for the weekend.  Al l  Covid
19 protocols,  as mandated by the Governor and the CDC, wi l l  be fo l lowed.

Sign-up sheets are avai lable at  the informat ion desk and in al l  Sunday
School  c lassrooms. Quest ions? Contact  Mitz i  Hubble at  804-937-4515 or
emai l  to mhubble@qubicamf.us.

You can vis i t :  www.crossroadscamp.com/volunteerweekend2021

Mission Tr ip to Crossroads Camp
Save the Dates:  May 21-23, 2021



KIDS 
CORNER
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Veggie Tales Afternoon
S A T U R D A Y ,  M A Y  22N D

12  P M -2 :30  P M

K-5th Grade
Sign up by calling the 

church office at 
804-746-7737. 

Mark your
calendars for VBS

August 2nd-6th

Watch for monthly 
children's events!
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Bibl ical  Pr inciples of  Borrowing

Now that we have discussed the economic and spir i tual  dangers of  debt,  let 's
see what the Bible says about borrowing. Psalm 37:21 says, "  The wicked
borrow and do not repay, but the r ighteous give generously".  This impl ies that
not repaying a debt is never an opt ion for  a Chr ist ian.  Our aim as Chr ist ians is
to be debt f ree so we l ive a l i festy le of  g iv ing wi thout hesi tat ion or fear.
Proverbs 22:7 te l ls  us,  "The r ich rules over the poor,  and the borrower is
servant to the lender."  This verse doesn' t  prohibi t  debt,  but  i t  caut ions us
against  using i t .  1 Timothy 5:8,  " I f  anyone does not provide for his own, and
especial ly those in his own household,  he has denied the fai th and is worse
than an unbel iever" .  The under ly ing bibl ical  pr inciple here is by taking on debt
you may run the r isk of  not  providing for your own. Taking on debt may be used
to improve your s i tuat ion but,  that 's not always what happens. And i t  creates
negat ive compounding and can have a negat ive impact on the future.  So, avoid
debt i f  at  a l l  possible.  Luke 12:15 says, "Then Jesus said to them, Watch out!
Be on your guard against  a l l  k inds of  greed; l i fe does not consist  in the
abundance of  possessions. "Things" are just  pre-trash. Debt makes i t  easy to
fund greed. The quest ion to ask is,  am I  funding need or greed? The Bible has
many passages deal ing wi th money and debt.  Why? First ,  debt is extremely
decept ive.  Gett ing into debt is easy, i t  is  a lso extremely hard to get out of .  I t
may feel  impossible to get out of  i t .  Second, i t  creates bondage. I t  can af fect
our l i festy le and we are no longer f ree to be the witnesses God cal ls us to be.
Last ly,  debt is blasphemous. When we rely on debt,  we deny God the
opportuni ty to work.  Even with al l  these caut ions and warnings against  debt,
there are t imes when i t  may be acceptable,  under certain c i rcumstances. And
we' l l  look at  those next t ime. 

"  A bank is a place that wi l l  lend you money i f  you can prove you don' t  need i t . "
Bob Hope

Stewardship Snippet



Calling ALL Drama Kids
(AND their parent(s)!)

 
I  would l ike to start  Drama Workshops for Kids.   Since i t 's  get t ing warmer we
can meet outside and social ly distance without masks, weather permit t ing.  I
need to gauge interest  on how many would be interested and how often we

can meet on a consistent basis.
 

What does Drama Workshop mean?
I  wi l l  work wi th the chi ldren on theatre basics:  warmups, react ions,

memorizat ion,  how to use your voice,  stage direct ions etc.
 

Why would we do this?
Our chi ldren are our future.  I  feel  a sense of  duty to pass on the talents that

God has given me to whomever is wi l l ing to accept them but most important ly
the chi ldren. Addi t ional ly,  I  would l ike to work up to performing some ski ts

and/or a short  p lay for  the congregat ion dur ing one of  the sermons some t ime
in the new year.   

 
What else do you need to know?

Workshops wi l l  be held at  the Church. Workshops are FREE /  a l l  chi ldren are
welcome but should t ry to at tend on a regular basis.  No exper ience needed &

previous exper ience okay / /  p lan to have FUN!!
 

NEXT STEPS!
Contact  Rhonda Neal by cal l ing or text ing at  804-241-3863 or emai l  at

rhonda.s.neal@out look.com to let  her know your chi ld ’s interest  and how
often you are wi l l ing to meet (weekly,  b i -weekly or monthly)  – she needs the

chi ld ’s name, parent ’s name(s) and contact  informat ion cel l  phone and emai l .   
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$2,899.00
and still collecting



F A T H E R ' S  D A Y

J U N E  2 0 T H
We are  co l lec t ing  p ic tu res  o f  a l l  DADS to  pu t  i n

a  s l i deshow fo r  Fa ther ' s  Day .  P lease  ema i l
p i c tu res  to  sha lombapt i s t@ver i zon .ne t  by

Wednesday ,  June  9 th .

Calling All 2021
Graduates!

 

Sunday, June 13th
 

If you're graduating from high
school or college this year,
please contact the church

office at 804-746-7737 by June
9th so we can honor you on

Graduate Recognition Sunday.

On Mother's Day, Sunday, May 9th, we will
have a photo booth set up outside for

mother's to get pictures taken with their
families. The photo booth will be available

after Sunday School and after both worship
services.

"She is clothed with strength and dignity; she
can laugh at the days to come.  She speaks with
wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue."

Proverbs 31:25-26

We are also planning a
Parent-Chi ld Dedicat ion

t ime as part  of  our morning
worship on Father 's Day,
Sunday, June 20th.  I f  you
would l ike to part ic ipate in
this,  p lease cal l  the church
off ice at  804-746-7737 by

Wednesday, June 9th.
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2nd      Nolan Baker
            Madeline Miller
            Opal Pope
4th       Austin Gammon
            Jessica Russell
5th       Carol Loving
            Darrel Poindexter
7th       Marie Edwards
            Gary Kirby
            Bob Stoneman
10th     Amy Childress
            Ray Durvin
11th     Laura Morris
            Zach Neal
            Joan Scott
13th     Charlotte Mayhew
14th     Dylan Ryan
17th     Laura Kelly
19th     Krystal Johnston
            Dan Thompson
20th     Charlotte Blackwell
            Jason Crew
            Susan Lewis
23rd     Vernon Beasley
25th     Lexie West
26th     Holly Moore

27th      Sheila Hein
28th      Sam Miller
29th      Erin Atkinson
             Bill Trice
31st      Alyssa Borron
             Kevin D. Kelly

3rd      Wayne & Carolyn Hufner
6th       Mary Lee & John Wilberger
7th       Eddie & Wanda Hudson
11th     Tim & Kim Stanley
17th     Brad & Liz Crew
20th     Jean & Michael Dart
24th     Brian & Karen Friedel
            Lewis & Dehlia Jackson
27th     Dean & Charlotte Blackwell
28th     Jeff & Angela Farrier
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May Birthday'sMay Anniversaries

The church office will be closed Monday, May 31st in
observance of Memorial Day.
The week of June 14-18, Kelly will be out of the office on
vacation. Jane Snead will be filling in Monday-Thursday, 9
am-12 pm if you should need to contact the church office.
June Newsletter entries are due, Wednesday, May 19th.

F R O M  T H E  C H U R C H  O F F I C E :



Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
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