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Let me tel l  you the story of  Morgan’s r ing.  But in order to do that,  I  need to set  the
scene. On May 16, 2022, Morgan and I  arr ived in Ephesus. The f i rst  p lace that our
l i t t le tour group of  6 stopped was at  a model/repl ica of  the ancient c i ty near the f ront
entrance. Our guide pointed out var ious at t ract ions we would be seeing that day—
the Celsus Library,  the Theatre,  the agora,  and the road to the harbor.  He also
pointed to an area up on the hi l ls ide,  saying that up there was a cave that had some
of the oldest paint ings ( f rescos) of  the apost le Paul…a cave where Paul  may have
even l ived when he l ived in Ephesus for three years.   However,  i t  was not open to
the publ ic,  so we would not be able to go up there. 

Wel l ,  that  wasn’ t  good enough for Morgan. She pul led me aside and said,  “ I ’d real ly
l ike to see that cave. Can we pray that somehow God wi l l  make a way to get up
there?”  So we did.  Dad and daughter grabbed hands r ight  there beside that model
of  Ephesus…and we prayed that God would make a way for us to get up there to see
Paul ’s cave.

About an hour and a hal f  later,  as we were tour ing what may have been the lecture
hal l  of  Tyrannus (Acts 19:9),  our group ran into a group of  col lege students led by
another New Testament professor—who knew OUR guide. They began talk ing to
each other and as a resul t  of  that  conversat ion,  our smal l  tour group got invi ted to
go with their  group on a special  tour of  the cave of  Paul .  Morgan and I  looked at
each other in amazement!  God had answered her prayer in an hour and a hal f !

Later that  day, we, as a group, did some shopping at  some of  the shops located just
outside of  the archeological  s i te of  Ephesus. Our guide took us to a reputable
jeweler…and I  p icked out a pendant and earr ings for  Ti f fany.  And Morgan got a r ing.
These jewelry pieces were unique in that  the gems in them were a type of  gem only
mined in Turkey…and i t  changed color in di f ferent l ight ing.  Morgan loved i t…and
wore i t  proudly!

However,  a couple of  days later,  we were on our cruise ship and Morgan not iced
that her r ing was missing. We searched our cramped cruise ship cabin ( I  even
checked the sink).  We went through her backpack, her luggage, her pockets… we
l i teral ly searched high and low. I  wanted to keep looking, but Morgan said,  “ I ’m just
going to pray about i t…then I ’m going to take a nap.”  As Morgan napped…I couldn’ t
let  i t  go…I searched…I prayed…I searched some more…and I  la id down for a nap.
But I  just  couldn’ t  s leep. I  fe l t  as i f  God was impressing on my heart  to “check her
backpack again”.  And so I  d id.  Nothing. But then, I  not iced that there were mesh
pockets on the side of  that  backpack. I  reached into one. Nothing.  But then I
reached into the other one…and there was the r ing!  How i t  got  in there,  I  have no
idea. 

I  held the r ing in my hand…and looked over at  my napping daughter.  And this is
what I  d id next;  I  woke her up by s l ipping that r ing on her f inger!

Don’ t  ever underest imate the power of  prayer.  And remember that  God truly does
answer prayers.  His answers may not always be that quick.  But they can be a part  of
our test imony when He does!

Just a couple “God-moments” f rom Ephesus!    

In Him,

Pastor Mark 

PAGE 02

M A R K ' S  M I N U T E

" D o n ' t  e v e r  
u n d e r -  

e s t i m a t e  
t h e  p o w e r  

o f  p r a y e r . "
 

P a s t o r  
M a r k



Courtland Lambert

Meet our Deacon for the 
month of October: 
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October 5th
Salad  & Baked Potato Bar

 
October 12th

Beef tips w/ gravy

 
October 19th

chopped beef & Cheese sandwich

 
October 26th
baked spaghetii

 
Cost:       $5.00 for adults
                $2.00 for children
                $12.00 per family

 

Each week reservation cards will 
be in the bulletin. Please fill out a 

card and put it in the offering 
plate or call the church office with 

your reservation by 3:00pm 
Monday and leave a message.

MENU

Please remember Mary this month by sending her a 
card or calling. It means so much to our Shut-Ins, that 

they are remembered and that we still care.

Shut-in of the Month:

Mary Revere
1710 Parlow Drive

Richmond, VA 23222
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS
By Pastor Dan

AN INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

In the Parable of  the Sheep and the Goats [Matthew 25:31—46] Jesus
descr ibes character ist ics of  His disciples.  Verse 36 says, “ I  was sick,  and you
vis i ted me.”   

Shalom has a long record of  v is i t ing those in need, and we would l ike to
expand upon that record by developing a team of people who engage in
hospi ta l  v is i tat ion.  Pastor Dan wi l l  be asking indiv iduals to jo in th is team and
exper ience a t ra in ing session in the “how to” of  hospi ta l  v is i tat ion.  Yes, there
are protocols for  v is i tat ion!  

Prayerful ly consider th is opportuni ty to expand your discipleship.  Pastor Dan
wi l l  meet informal ly r ight  af ter  both worship services October 2 and 9 wi th
those of  you who may be interested, in order to set  up a t ime for t ra in ing.

In a s imi lar  vein,  Jesus said in that  same passage, “ I  was hungry,  and you fed
me.” [v.  35]  We have the opportuni ty every 4th Monday of  the month to help
feed those in need as we work wi th other churches in the area to distr ibute
food from Feedmore. A sigh-up sheet is avai lable at  the Welcome Center.  I t
takes only a few hours of  your t ime to help those less for tunate than we are.
“Lord,  when did we see you hungry or th i rsty or a stranger or needing clothes
or s ick or in pr ison?.. .Whatever you did for  one of  the least  of  these brothers
[and sisters]  of  mine, you did i t  for  me!”  [Matthew 25.37—40] 

a t h l e t i c s  &  R e c .
Walking is EVERY Tuesday from 9am-11am
Basketball is meeting every 1st and 2nd 
Wednesday at 7:30pm.
Pickleball will resume in January of 2023

FROM THE OFFICE
Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, 
October 4th at 7:00 PM
November Newsletter entries due 
Wednesday, October 19th
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June 1, 2022-August 31, 2022 
56 Households

$364.91 Total Donations

The KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM is an ideal way to support
your favorite non-profit or charity
organization. The program allocates
funds to participating organizations based
on the purchases that registered
members, family and friends of the
organization have made at Kroger using
their Kroger Plus card. You can support
Shalom just by shopping at Kroger! Call
the church office for instructions on how
to sign up. 

Upcoming Opportunities:
The  Tuesday morning Men's
Bible Study began a six-
week video series titled "Not
a Fan." Please consider

joining us at 8:30 am on Tuesday mornings and
becoming part of this study and discussion
group.

The bus for our trip to the Vietnam Memorial
and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on
October 29th is almost full. There are currently
three seats left. If you desire to go with us on
this fellowship event, please contact Ken Hein
at 804-357-7200.

We completed our 2022 Oil Change ministry on
September 24th and will take a pause until next
spring.

Shalom's men will be preparing a baked
spaghetti dinner on October 26th. We will need
men to assist with food preparation, serving,
and clean up. If you can assist please reach out
to Ken Hein.

Next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, October 26th

at 7:00 pm.
For more details, contact Chuck and 

Leisa George 427.6016 or 
leisag76@gmail.com

Just Breathe Caregivers
Support Meeting

Christmas Cantata 
Rehearsal

Every Sunday, 3:00  
pm in the Sanctuary
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 Canned beets
 Canned meats
 Mashed Potatoes

Deoderant
Shampoo, etc.

Current Needs for the Food 
Pantry:

Personal  Care Products Needed:

Fal l  Casual  Clothing, in good 
condi t ion and is now being 
accepted for adul ts and chi ldren.

The MCEF l inen closet needs 
towels and towel sets.

Monetary gi f ts can be made 
through Facebook and MAIL:
MCEF
P.O. Box 604
Mechanicsvi l le,  VA 23111

Thank you for your generosi ty!

-Linda Wade

Evening Group Meet ing:  Thursday,
October 6th at  6:30 pm at church. For
more informat ion contact  Virginia
Ryan at  804-370-0683 or Mitz i  Hubble
at 804-937-4215.

Morning Group Meet ing:  Monday,
October 10th at  10:00 am. For more
informat ion contact  Ann McFaden at
804-513-0052.

For the month of  October we wi l l  be
col lect ing soup for our MCEF food
pantry in observance of  our World
Poverty focus. Sunday school  c lasses
wi l l  be vying for the wor ld renowned
"Golden Soup Can Trophy"! More
information to fol low.

Moments of Hope is asking for 
food donations. If you are 
interested in doing a "drive-by" 
food drive contact Faye Cosby at 
804-839-0686

Thank you for the generous donat ions to the 
East End Pregnancy Center.  There are many 

facets to LIFE ministry,  and prayers are 
needed for awareness, t ruth,  and heal ing.  In 
2023, “Women on Mission” wi l l  be sponsor ing 
a “Baby Bott le Campaign” to raise funds for 

EEPC. More informat ion wi l l  fo l low. 



KIDS 
CORNER

Parents Meeting: Wednesday, Oct.  19th at 6:15 PM

Wednesday Night Activit ies start ing OCTOBER 12th at 6:15 PM

Saturday, October 29th:  Trunk-or-Treat at  5:30 PM

Saturday, November 12th:  Bonf i re at  5:30 PM

Saturday, December 10th:  Chr istmas Event

Upcoming Events

     1st & 3rd Wednesdays: Truth Trackers (October 19th) 
     Truth Trackers uses Bible Memory,  Bible Devot ions,  and Bible Lessons to
      help chi ldren lock in t ruth and l ive out fa i th.  
     
     2nd & 4th Wednesdays: Children in Action (October 12th & 26th)
     Great news for Parents and Kids in Grades 1-5.  CAs wi l l  resume Wednesday 
     October 12th at  6:15 in the I t  Is Wri t ten Classroom. We wi l l  meet on the 2nd     
     and 4th Wednesday of  each month through May 10th.  I f  you have quest ions 
     regarding CAs or want to assist ,  p lease contact  Mitz i  Hubble at  
     804.937.4515 or Ann McFaden at  804.513.0052.

     5th Wednesdays:  Fun night for  a l l  the k ids.

     Every Wednesday:  There wi l l  be a program every Wednesday for chi ldren 
     ages 3 & 4 @ 6:15pm.
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If you would like to participate in the Trunk or Treat by 
decorating your vehicle trunk and giving out candy, 

please call the church office at 804-746-7737.
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14th           Marshal Brooks
17th           Anna Duke
                  Frances Johnson
                  Katherine Taylor
18th           Mary Frost
                  Kay Strickland
19th           Tim Herbert
20th            Jesiah Gayles
21st            Brad Crew
22nd           Kyle Bowles
                   Beverly Waller
23rd            Vicki Trice-Romano
24th            Lauren Baker
                   Barbara Pinson
26th            Caroline Mayhew
27th            Dallas Clayton
30th            Val Pinkney
31st             Maelyn Clear

1st         Paul & Deborah Michalosky
2nd        Dick & Toni Liskie
              Billy & Renee Norman
5th         Ken & Sheila Hein
7th         Kenny & Debbie Taylor
8th         Bob & Darlene Grubbs
9th         Stuart & Betty Point
10th       Allen & Rose Broaddus
              Randy & Vicki Crew
11th       Jason & Lynn Crew
              Gary & Judy Kirby
16th       Dante & Gail DeFeo
              Bill & Mary Frost
17th       Ron & Joan Bowles
18th       Chip & Kerry McGhee
24th       Alan & Sherrie Balsley
26th       Bill & Kim Butler

2nd         Rylon Wilson
               Braylon Wilson
3rd          Christine Dillard
               Judy Kirby
               Jason Nolan
               James Strickland
4th          Stephanie Hudson
5th          B.W. Alexander
               Linda Seay
               Ryan Vasconi
7th          Donroy Ober
8th          Mac Coiner
               Beth Thompson
9th          Beau Kelly
               Kameron Stanley
               Linda Williams
               Tyson Wilson
10th         Wanda Alspaugh
                Ray Gifford
11th         Shea Neal
12th         Vicki Crew
                Lewis Jackson
                Jordan Wood

Celebrate!
October Anniversaries

October Birthday's

What is a sticky note fundraiser? A board with sticky notes in a pyramid shape is placed in the foyer of the 
church. Each sticky note level is for a different monetary denomination with the larger denominations at the top.

How does it work? Each person that is ready to donate removes a sticky notes that corresponds to what they 
would like to donate. They place the sticky note along with their donation in the locked box nearby.

Where is the money going? All monies will go towards camps and conferences for children in grades K thru 5th 
grade.

Why do we need to fundraise? Our church has a "Third Policy". The parents contribute a third of the cost, the 
Children's budget contributes a third and a third comes from fundraising.

I hope this answers all of your questions. If not, please feel free to contact me. -Kathy Seay 804-833-9763
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Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Check out the Sticky 
Note Fundraiser for 
Children on page 07!Starting 

Oct. 16th

Sticky Note 

Fundr
aiser


