
Contact Us
8116 Walnut Grove Road Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Phone: 804.746.7737   
Website: www.shalombaptist.net     Email: shalombaptistma@gmail.com
Church Office Hours
Monday: 8:30am-5pm, Tuesday: 8:30am-4:30pm, 
Wednesday: 8:30am-4:30pm Thursday: 8:30am-2pm 
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June 2026Shalom Baptist Church Newsletter
Gather. Glorify. Grow. Go.

“Rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all

circmstances; for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Miller.........................................................Senior Pastor
Rev. Dan McFaden...............................................Associate Pastor
Jean Dart............................................Minister of Music & Worship
Adam Crigger.............................................. Interim Youth Director
Kathy Seay...........................................Children's Ministry Director
Jeff Farrier........................................................... Church Musician
Kelly Bittler...........................................................Ministry Assistant
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Recent ly,  I  rediscovered something that I  had read
several  years ago. I  don’ t  take credi t  for  th is.  I t  was
anonymously wr i t ten and is ent i t led,  “The Diary of  a
Bible.”  I t  reads as fo l lows:
 
Jan. 15—Been rest ing for  a week. A few nights af ter
the f i rst  of  the year,  my owner opened me, but no
more. Another New Year ’s resolut ion gone astray.
Feb. 3—Owner picked me up and rushed off  to Sunday
School .
Feb. 23—Cleaning day. I  was dusted and put back in
my place.
Apr i l  2—Busy day. Owner had to present a devot ion at
a church meet ing.  Quickly looked up a few references.
May 5—Grandma vis i t ing.  Si t t ing in Grandma’s lap
again.  A comfortable place.
May 6—Grandma let  a tear fa l l  on John 14:1-3.
May 7—Grandma gone. Back in my old place again.
May 20—Baby born.  They wrote his name in one of  my
opening pages.
July 1—Packed in a sui tcase—headed on vacat ion.
July 3—Sti l l  in sui tcase. Almost everything else taken
out.
July 25—Home again.  Qui te a journey, though I  don’ t
see why I  went.
Aug. 16—Cleaned again and put in a prominent place,
I  th ink i t ’s  because the pastor came for a v is i t .
Aug. 20—Owner wrote grandma’s death in my fami ly
record.  He lef t  h is extra pair  of  g lasses between my
pages.
Dec. 31—Owner just  found his glasses. I  wonder i f  he
wi l l  make any resolut ions about me for the next year.
 
How do you treat your Bible? Is i t  just  another book
that is picked up on Sundays OR do you treat i t  as
God’s Holy Word, a lamp and a l ight ,  shining clear ly
the r ight  path/  the r ight  d i rect ion,  the sword that wards
off  Satan’s deadly arrows? 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “Al l
Scr ipture is God-breathed and is useful  for  teaching,
rebuking, correct ing and training in r ighteousness, so
that the man of  God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.”  I f  your Bible kept a diary…what
would i t  say?
 
In Him,

Pastor Mark
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Mark's Minute
 IF  YOUR BIBLE
KEPT A DIARY…
WHAT WOULD

IT SAY?

-PASTOR MARK
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Meet our Deacon for the
month of June: 

Gerald Cousins

Shut-in of the Month:
Doc Wright

Please remember Sherleen & Doc this month by
sending a card. It means so much to our Shut-Ins,
that they are remembered and that we still care.

6441 Midday Lane
Mechanicsville, VA

23111

Sherleen Payne

7380 Lexington Drive
Mechanicsville, VA

23111

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE:

Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, June
2nd at 7:00 pm in the Co-Ed SS
classroom.
July Newsletter entries are due,
Wednesday, June 24th.
If you are interested in reserving the
Fellowship Hall, pavilion or other parts of
the church for an event, please contact
the church office. Our calendar fills up
quickly!

Would you and your family consider the
opportunity to “adopt” one of our shut-

ins? By adopting a shut-in, you commit to
encouraging them throughout the rest of
the year through simple acts of kindness

such as: sending cards, making phone calls
and visiting when appropriate. Our goal is

to help every shut-in feel loved,
remembered, and connected to our

church family. If you would like to
participate, please fill out the card insert

that is in Sunday’s bulletins. For more
information, please contact Pastor Dan.



PAGE 04

As summer begins and schedules shi f t ,  our Wednesday Night Dinner Teams wi l l  be
taking a wel l -deserved sabbat ical  unt i l  September.  Before we pause for the
season, I  want to extend a heart fe l t  thank you to the many fai thful  volunteers who
make these evenings such a special  part  of  our church fami ly.

Week af ter  week, you create more than just  a meal — you create fe l lowship,
laughter,  and a welcoming place for our church fami ly to gather together.  Thank
you to everyone who sets tables,  prepares meals,  serves, washes dishes, and
cleans up af ter  Bible Study. Your servant hearts do not go unnot iced.

A special  thank you goes to our incredible team leads who coordinate menus,
purchase food, organize volunteers,  and serve as lead chefs each week. We are
also grateful  to our wonderful  dessert  teams for always providing something sweet
to end the evening.

I  would especial ly l ike to thank Sandy Webb, who has gone above and beyond this
year.  Sandy has fai thful ly kept the pantry stocked, organized the ki tchen and
fel lowship hal l  spaces, and been an incredible blessing through her hard work and
servant spir i t .  I  t ru ly cannot thank her enough.

To every volunteer who has served this year:  thank you for your love, generosi ty,
and fai thfulness. We look forward to gather ing around the tables again in
September.

When we return,  we wi l l  a lso be welcoming addi t ional  volunteers to jo in our
Wednesday Night Dinner Teams. There is always room for more helping hands and
joyful  hearts.  Please note that  al l  volunteers are asked to at tend one volunteer
meet ing fol lowing the 11:00 service on either August 16 or August 23 .  A l ight
lunch wi l l  be provided, along with k i tchen refresh training and fel lowship t ime for
al l  teams. RSVP cards wi l l  be avai lable in the bul let in start ing in July.

THANK YOU  does not fu l ly  express my grat i tude for each of  you and the count less
ways you bless our church fami ly through your service.

With a thankful  heart ,
Rhonda Neal



Stronger Together
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Strength in the Journey

The next meeting for Strength in the Journey is Monday,
June 15  at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your

favorite lunch and drink. We will discuss “tools for coping
with life, what we do when we feel overwhelmed.”

th

Just Breathe
Caregiver

Support Group

Our next meet ing is
Monday, June 23rd

at 7:00 pm

Raisin’  Canes wi l l
not  meet dur ing the

months of  June,
July & August.  We

wi l l  see you in
September!

A support group for widows and widowers.

Please be in prayer for our
Centrifuge campers. We will be at
camp June 15 -19th. Our campers
are: Adam, Hannah, Zoe, Aaron,
Jackson, Mason, Erika, Caroline,
Lizzie, Charlotte, Emma, Taylor,

Easton & Peyton

th

Shalom packed 100
meals for  Moments of

Hope and prepared
14,256 meals for  Rise

Against  Hunger.
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Shalom collected 394
pairs of socks!

Thank you Shalom
Family!

In June we will collect
the following hygiene
items:

Shampoo
Soap
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Mouth Wash
Washcloth
Hair Comb

We appreciate any and
all donations! Please
place items in the blue
grocery cart outside of
the Fellowship Hall.
Reach out to me if you
have any questions.

-Linda Wade

FATHER’S DAY SLIDESHOW

In honor of  Father ’s Day, we would l ike to
have recent photos of  dad’s wi th their

chi ldren/fami l ies.  Please send photographs (a
l imit  of  2 photos) to jmdart612@gmai l .com. In

order to get your photo in the s l ide show
please have them emai led by 

Sunday, June 14th.  

WMU Circ les wi l l  resume monthly meet ings in September.

Attent ion Ladies:  We are planning a t r ip to Bland to assist
wi th their  c lothes closet ministry.  We wi l l  leave the church on
Sunday, August 16th,  at  2:00 pm and return Tuesday, August
18, in the late af ternoon. I f  interested, please contact  Ann
McFaden.

On Wednesday, September 2,  our guest speaker wi l l  be Jean
Jones from Samari tan's Purse, shar ing about Operat ion
Christmas Chi ld and the impact of  those special  shoebox
gi f ts.  Make plans to at tend!

Al l  ladies are invi ted to the Dover WMU Annual Lott ie Moon
Christmas Tea on December 5 f rom 2:00–4:00 pm. Each table
wi l l  feature a new missionary prepar ing to serve on the
mission f ie ld.  More detai ls to come.



KIDS CORNER

UPCOMING EVENTS
Voyagers

Every Tuesday starting June 9th
 8:45 am-2:15 pm

6/9: Getting to Know YOU
6/16: Tye Dye & Field Day Games

6/23: Rescue Squad
6/30: TBD

7/7: Cooking with “Miss Sam”
7/14: No Voyagers (VBS Week)

7/21: TBD
7/28: VA State Police Aviation

8/4: VA Museum of History & Culture
8/11: Twin Hickory Park & Picnic

Touch-A-Truck & Resource Fair
Saturday June 6th 

 10:00 am
In case of inclement weather-

a rain date 
has been scheduled for June 28th.

June 22  -26  nd th

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
     July 13  -17  th th

6:00 pm-8:30 pm
Register NOW by visiting Shalom’s 
website at www.shalombaptist.net.

David wrote in Psalm 143:10, “Teach me to
do your will, for you are my God; may your
good Spirit lead me on level ground.”

I’m so very glad to be back as your Associate
Pastor after an almost two-year hiatus. It’s
amazing how God works His will in our lives
as David wrote. I was supposed to be at my
former interim pastorate for 3 weeks. Well,
those three weeks turned into almost two
years! I had not intended to continue any
pastoral ministry when I decided to leave the
former position, but evidently God had
something else in mind. So, here I am!

How do you know what is the will of God? Be
open to what God wants you to do. How do
you know what He wants us to do? Pray for
His leadership as David reminds us. He will
lead you where He wants you to go; He will
guide you to be what He wants you to be; He
will teach you what He wants you to know.
BUT you have to ask Him.

David reminds us that there will be ups and
downs in our lives, but God will lead us to
level our lives. Pray right now that God will
put you on solid ground, on Christ, the “solid
Rock.”
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Pastoral Ponderings 
from 

Pastor Dan



PAGE 08

“A righteous person acts with
integrity; his children who come

after him will be happy.”
Proverbs 20:7

The Men’s Tuesday morning Bible Study wi l l  begin a
discussion on “Dogma” vs.  “Doctr ine,”  on June 2nd. We
meet on Tuesday mornings at  8:30 am in the Co-Ed
classroom. We’d welcome your part ic ipat ion as we grow
in our relat ionship wi th Chr ist .

Our Men’s night at  the new CarMax Park wi l l  be on
Tuesday, June 9th.  Game t ime is 7:05 p.m. We wi l l  take
the church bus and van to l imi t  parking expense and wi l l
depart  Shalom at 5:45 pm. We have acquired 50 free
t ickets,  so please see Ken Hein i f  you are interested in
at tending.
 
On Saturday July 11th we wi l l  have a men’s breakfast  at
a locat ion to be determined. Please mark your calendar
with th is date.

Our next t r ip to Bland Ministry Center is scheduled for
September 27 – 30. We encourage you to jo in us on this
tr ip as we serve God by serving others.

Athletics & 
Recreation

Every Tuesday at
5:30 pm

Every Thursday 
Adults

5:30 pm

Children & Youth
will resume in the

fall.



Dear Church Family,

I  want to express my deepest and most heart fe l t  grat i tude
to each and every one of  you for the love, support ,  and
kindness you have shown me and my fami ly dur ing one of
the most di ff icul t  seasons of  our l ives.

Throughout Carol ’s journey with cancer,  you surrounded
us with prayers,  encouragement,  meals,  v is i ts,  and
count less acts of  compassion. Those gestures,  both big
and smal l ,  carr ied us through days when we fel t
overwhelmed and reminded us that we were never walk ing
this path alone.

Carol  held t ight ly to her favor i te scr ipture,  Exodus 14:14,
“The Lord wi l l  f ight  for  you; you need only to be st i l l . ”  That
promise brought her peace and strength,  and i t  cont inues
to comfort  our fami ly.  Your prayers and fai th helped us
rest  in that  t ruth.

After her passing, your cont inued support  has meant more
than words can ful ly express.  Your presence, your
comfort ing words, and your unwaver ing fai th have been a
source of  strength and peace in a t ime of  deep sorrow.
You have truly been the hands and feet of  God to our
fami ly.

Whi le our hearts st i l l  carry the weight of  loss,  we are also
f i l led wi th grat i tude—for a church fami ly that  loves so
deeply and gives so generously.  Thank you for standing
beside us,  l i f t ing us up, and helping us hold onto hope.

We are forever thankful  and blessed to be part  of  th is
church fami ly.

With s incere appreciat ion and love,
Vonnie Loving

PAGE 09

To All of the Members at
Shalom Baptist Church,

Thank you so much for
your gift to the music fund
at Second Presbyterian
Church. Bob got such joy
from music both at church
and playing bassoon in
many music groups.
Thank you for coming to
his funeral. What a a trip!
Thank you also for all the
cards and prayers. Your
thoughtfulness and
kindness shown to our
family and me are very
much appreciated.

Blessings,
Janet Miller & Family



2nd       Wayne Hufner
5th        Logan Lane
6th        Kathy Diacont
7th        Bobby Ryan
             Virginia Seymour
             Rebekah Taylor
8th        Bonnie Blake
             Dottie Layne
11th      Juliana Dean
             Bill Frost
12th      Jean Dart
             David Nelson
14th      Harold Clark
             Leilani Tucker
             Linda Tomlin
17th      Angela Farrier
18th      Chuck Hubble
             Dee Ober
             Drew Revere
             Max Romine
             Craig Secor

1st        Scott & Annette Shaw
3rd        Neil & Brandy Applewhite
7th        David & Brenda Beish 
9th        Courtland & Peggy Lambert
10th      John & Betty Edgell
11th      Craig & Margene Secor
20th      Bill & Anne Fowler
22nd     Ed & Vicky Kidder
23rd      Vernon & Mary Beasley
             Charles & Kathy Wingfield
26th      Lin & Kathy Diacont
29th      Harold & Virginia Clark

23rd       Roy Taylor 
24th       Wyatt Byrd
25th       Robert Compton
26th       Charlie Blackwell
               Russ Hoffman
27th       Gail Hosfeld
28th       Glen Daniel
              Daniel Taylor
29th       Dan McFaden

June Birthday'sJune Anniversaries
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Congrats!
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6

"Trust in the Lord with al l  of  your heart . . . "
Proverbs 3:5



Ju
ne

 2
02

6



Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Shalom's Calendar QR Code:
Open your camera on your

smart phone. Move your camera
so the QR code is in the frame.

You'll see the code's URL appear,
tap on it to open that URL.
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