
Contact Us
8116 Walnut Grove Road Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Phone: 804.746.7737   
Website: www.shalombaptist.net     Email: shalombaptistma@gmail.com
Church Office Hours
Monday: 8:30am-5pm, Tuesday: 8:30am-4:30pm, 
Wednesday: 8:30am-4:30pm Thursday: 8:30am-2pm 
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July 2026Shalom Baptist Church Newsletter
Gather. Glorify. Grow. Go.

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Miller.........................................................Senior Pastor
Rev. Dan McFaden...............................................Associate Pastor
Jean Dart............................................Minister of Music & Worship
Adam Crigger.............................................. Interim Youth Director
Kathy Seay...........................................Children's Ministry Director
Kelly Bittler...........................................................Ministry Assistant

“In the same
way, let your
light shine

before others,
so that they

may see your
good works

and give glory
to your Father

in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16



There’s a big di f ference between “heartburn” and “a burning
heart” .  

Several  years ago, I  was with some other pastors and, dur ing
a prayer t ime together,  one of  them prayed that we, as
spir i tual  leaders,  would exper ience “burning hearts”  rather
than “heartburn”.    I  was immediately struck by that metaphor.
What an incredible thought!  I t  got  me thinking: How many
churches today are deal ing wi th “heartburn”? (anxiety,
discomfort ,  and the “acid ref lux” that  comes from bi t terness,
unforgiveness and disuni ty) .  

I ’ve searched my mind and I  am hard-pressed to th ink of
ANYTHING  good that comes from “heartburn” (spir i tual  or
physical) .  When our hearts get burned by others,  we feel  the
heat,  we exper ience the t ightness in our chests,  and we taste
the acid of  wrongdoing. In fact ,  “Heartburn” inside churches is
of ten what causes people to dr i f t  away from  church…Tragic…

But “a burning heart”  is  vast ly di f ferent than “heartburn”.  A
spir i tual ly burning heart  is  a heart  that  is on f i re for  God. I t  is
the deep burn of  passion-f i l led prayer,   i t  is  the inner dr ive to
share God’s glor ious Good News with others,  and i t  is  a love,
joy,  and hope that is igni ted wi thin us by God’s Holy Spir i t .
And this f i re of  God in us  awakens our spir i ts.  The resul t  is
that i t  cannot be contained. I t  MUST come out.  Jeremiah talks
about th is very th ing when he says: “But i f  I  say,  ‘ I  wi l l  not
ment ion [ the Lord]  or speak any more in His name,’  His word
is in my heart  l ike a f i re,  a f i re shut up in my bones. I  am
weary of  holding i t  in;  indeed I  cannot.”  (Jeremiah 20:9).

Burning hearts overf low into every aspect and avenue of  our
l ives.  But i t ’s  sad to th ink that so many Christ ian churches are
f i l led wi th heartburn rather than burning hearts.  

Heartburn churns and bubbles,  boi ls,  and stews. Heartburn is
focused “wi thin” and i t  damages i ts surroundings. Burning
hearts,  on the other hand, are just  the opposi te-- they cannot
be contained. They are set  f ree.  They are posi t ively infect ious.
They are not inwardly focused…they spread the power and
passion and presence of  God wherever they go.

Do you think Mechanicsvi l le would be any di f ferent i f  EVERY
church in th is area was character ized by “burning hearts”
instead of  “heartburn”? Do you think the commonwealth of
Virginia would be any di f ferent i f  EVERY church within i ts
borders was character ized by “burning hearts”  instead of
“heartburn”.  Would America be di f ferent? How about the
world…? Just something to ponder.

May our hearts cont inue to burn br ight ly for  the Lord Jesus
Christ ,  Shalom…and for the advancing of  His Kingdom on
earth.

 In Him,
 Pastor Mark
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MARK'S MINUTE
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Deacon of the Month
ROY SOUTHARD

Shut-in of the Month:
June Cross Marie Edwards

6600 Grizzard Ct.
Chesterfield, VA 23823

7090 Covenant Woods
Drive A111

Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Please remember June & Marie this month by
sending a card. It means so much to our Shut-Ins,
that they are remembered and that we still care.

The church office will be closed Monday, July 6th in
observance of Independence Day.
 Church Council will meet Tuesday, July 7th at 7:00
pm in the Co-Ed classroom.
August Newsletter entries are due Wednesday, July
22nd.
Please join us immediately following the 11:00 am
worship service on Sunday, July 19th for our
Quarterly Business Meeting & Potluck
Luncheon. Please remember to bring a side dish
to share. If you have any agenda items for this
meeting, contact Jane Snead at 804-347-8971 or
jasnead@aol.com.

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: MCEF is collecting
strawberry preserves.

Please place items in the
blue grocery cart outside

of the fellowship hall.

The Properties Committee monthly meeting
has now changed. They will now meet every

3  Thursday of each month at 9:00 am.
Their next meeting will be July 16th.

rd

HAPPY



KIDS CORNER
VoyagersVoyagersVoyagers

Every TuesdayEvery TuesdayEvery Tuesday    
8:45 am-2:15 pm8:45 am-2:15 pm8:45 am-2:15 pm

7/7: Cooking7/7:  Cooking7/7:  Cooking
with “Miss Sam”with “Miss Sam”with “Miss Sam”
7/14:  No7/14:  No7/14:  No
Voyagers (VBSVoyagers (VBSVoyagers (VBS
Week)Week)Week)
7/21:  TBD7/21:  TBD7/21:  TBD
7/28: VA State7/28: VA State7/28: VA State
Pol ice AviationPol ice AviationPol ice Aviation
8/4: VA Museum8/4: VA Museum8/4: VA Museum
of History &of History &of History &
CultureCultureCulture
8/11 :  Twin8/11 :  Twin8/11 :  Twin
Hickory Park &Hickory Park &Hickory Park &
PicnicPicnicPicnic

Voyagers

Every Tuesday 
8:45 am-2:15 pm

7/7: Cooking
with “Miss Sam”
7/14:  No
Voyagers (VBS
Week)
7/21:  TBD
7/28: VA State
Pol ice Aviation
8/4: VA Museum
of History &
Culture
8/11 :  Twin
Hickory Park &
Picnic
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Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School
July 13th-17thJuly 13th-17thJuly 13th-17th

6:00 pm-8:30 pm6:00 pm-8:30 pm6:00 pm-8:30 pm
Register online atRegister online atRegister online at

www.shalombaptist.netwww.shalombaptist.netwww.shalombaptist.net

July 13th-17th
6:00 pm-8:30 pm
Register online at

www.shalombaptist.net



PAGE 05

Youth End of the 
Summer Cook-Out
Saturday, August 1st

5:00 pm

SNACKSNACKSNACK
BAGSBAGSBAGS
SNACK
BAGS

We are preparing to serve 200 of our unhoused
neighbors through the Moments of Hope outreach
ministry. To help provide care, encouragement, and
nourishment, we will be assembling 200 snack bags
for distribution.

Please scan the QR code below to review the
available snack donation slots. You can then click
the sign-up button to select the items you would like
to contribute.

Donation Deadline: Please bring your donated
snacks to the church office by Sunday, August 23rd.

Packing Day: Volunteers will assemble the snack
bags on Wednesday, August 26th.

Thank you for helping us share hope and kindness
with our neighbors in need. Your generosity makes
a meaningful difference in our community.

If you cannot find the exact package size listed,
please purchase enough smaller packages to equal
the total quantity requested. For example, a request
for a 40-count box of fruit snacks can be fulfilled
with four 10-count boxes. Thank you for helping us
ensure we have enough snacks for all 200 bags.

SCAN 
ME



Stronger Together
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Strength in the Journey

 Strength in the Journey is a ministry for those who have lost
their spouse and are seeking the support of others who are

navigating this path in their life’s journey. You are welcome to
join our next meeting on Monday July 20th. We will meet at

the Mechanicsville Cracker Barrel at 11:30 am.

Monday, July 21  st Cookout at the Chuck &
Leisa George’s Home

Monday, July 27th
6:00 pm

RSVP:
leisag76@gmail.com
Join us for a time of

fellowship & relaxation!

We will not meet in July
or August. See everyone

in September!

The Cancer Support  Group
wi l l  resume their  monthly
meet ings in September.

The Men’s Tuesday morning Bible Study has just begun an 11-week study of the
Book of Daniel. We meet on Tuesday mornings at 8:30 am in the church conference
room. We’d welcome your participation as we grow in our relationship with Christ.

On Saturday July 25th we will join the American Legion Post 175 for their monthly
community breakfast that goes from 7:30 am – 10:00 am. They are located at 8700

Bell Creek Rd., Mechanicsville, VA. Join us as we meet with others in our
community.

On August 11th starting at 6:00 pm will be Shalom Men’s “Smash Burger Night” in
our Pavillion. Come and join us as we gather and break bread together.

Our next trip to Bland Ministry Center is scheduled for September 27th – 30th. We
encourage you to join us on this trip as we serve God by serving others.



Sponsored by Dover,  Middle Distr ict  & River Ci ty Network

This outreach ministry opportuni ty al lows us to put into pract ice the God-given gi f ts
Pastor Mark taught us last  year.  Please pray about how you can take advantage of  th is
amazing ministry by loving others and making a posi t ive di fference in their  l ives.  

There are numerous ways you can serve in th is ministry.  Those interested can at tend an
or ientat ion cover ing t rack informat ion,  responsibi l i t ies,  and weekend act iv i ty plans.
Volunteers can sign up for speci f ic  shi f ts.  Lunch and dinner are provided. The dates and
shi f t  t imes are l is ted below.

Thursday, August 13th-Load trai ler  at  Dover Bapt ist  Associat ion and set up at  the
racetrack.  10:00 am-12:00 pm.
Fr iday, August 14th-Kids Corner and main tent  set-up for t ruck race:

Shift  1                    Shift  2                     Set up & Tear Down Team    Lost & Lonely
11am-3:30 pm          3-7:30 pm                10:00 am                              Af ter  the race
                                                                                                       (Gol f  cart  dr ivers)

Saturday, August 15th-Kids Corner & Hospi ta l i ty for  Nascar Cup race:

Shift  1                    Shift  2                    Set up & Tear Down Team     Lost & Lonely
11 am-3:30 pm        3-7:30 pm                 7:00 pm                                Af ter  the race
                                                                                                       (Gol f  cart  dr ivers)
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Central Virginia Raceway Ministries

THOUSANDS OF HOMEMADE COOKIES NEEDED!! !
 

Thousands of  cookies are needed. Cookies must be homemade (NO STORE-BOUGHT OR
BAKERY COOKIES WILL BE ACCEPTED) and bagged in smal l ,  c lear z ip- lock plast ic bags,

with 2-3 medium-sized cookies per bag. A label  reading “Compl iments of  Shalom Bapt ist
Church” may be placed on the outside of  the bag. Please label  each bag to indicate

whether “nuts” are included in the cookies to protect  those with al lergies.
 

We do have restr ict ions on what we can and can’ t  do at  the t rack.  Please do not include
any Christ ian t racts.  Cookies can be placed in the designated box in the church lobby on

8/9/26 for WMU del ivery.  Or,  cookies can be dropped off  at  the church by 1:00 pm on
August 13 for Kar i  to del iver.  

 
SIGN-UP SHEETS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE LOBBY AFTER THE 8:30 SERVICE AND

BEFORE THE 11:00 SERVICE.
I f  interested, please get in touch with Kar i  Smith,  kar i@fai thf i t .net .



1           Trish Earyst

              Michele Nelson
2           Abbi Nolannd

              Bo Robins
3           Amy Nealrd

5           Stuart Pointth

8           Christine Normanth

9           Liam Crigger th

10         Ann McFaden                                                        th

12         Toni Laneth

              John Wilson
              Kathy Wingfield
13         David Hosfeldth

              Larry Seward
14         Lisa Aldrichth

              Myra Bentley
15         Isabel Ferrerth

              Barbara Lecarpentier
              John Poindexter

16          Erika Seayth

               Robert Stokes
               Terry Sweeney
18          Alex Butlerth

               Allison Butler
19          Kim Butlerth

20          Bill Fowlerth

               Lily Taylor
21          Ethel Johnsonst

               Ethel Metzger
22         Suzie Johnstonnd

               Pete Logan
24          Bobby Normanth

25          Bob Grubbsth

               Janet Jarrell
26          Steve Merrittth

27          Maggie Alexanderth

28          Brian Friedelth

29          David Beishth

30          Lin Diacontth

               Gary Whitt
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July Anniversaries

18       Carl & Carolyn Bosherth

22       Michael & Donna Robertsonnd

23       Adam & Jamie Criggerrd

25       Russ & Diane Hoffmanth

July Birthday's

Gingerbread Cottage
preschool is seeking a

part-time Preschool
Music Teacher beginning
Fall 2026. If you would
like more information

about this opportunity to
support students of

Gingerbread Cottage
Preschool, please

contact Michael Jarvis
mjarvis.gbcpreschool@g

mail.com or 804-339-
2679. 

mailto:mjarvis.gbcpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:mjarvis.gbcpreschool@gmail.com
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Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

The Kroger Community Rewards program is an
ideal  way to support  your favor i te non-prof i t  or

char i ty organizat ion.  The program al locates
funds to part ic ipat ing organizat ions based on
purchase that registered members,  fami ly and

fr iends of  the organizat ion have made at  Kroger
using their  Kroger Plus card.  You can support

Shalom just  by shopping at  Kroger!  I f  you need
assistance register ing your Kroger Plus card

please cal l  the church off ice.  
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