
Spotted Lanternfly (SLF)
The spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is an invasive plant hopper that is native to China and 

likely arrived in North America hidden on goods imported from Asia. Juvenile spotted lanternflies, 

known as nymphs, and adults prefer to feed on the invasive tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima) but 

also feed on a wide range of crops and plants, including grapes, apples, hops, walnuts and hardwood 

trees. The insects suck sap from stems and branches which can weaken and damage the plant. This 

feeding also leaves behind a sticky, sugary residue called honeydew that attracts other insects and 

promotes the growth of sooty mold, which can further damage the plant.

Spotted lanternfly is a hitchhiking pest. It lays eggs on almost any surface, including vehicles, trailers, 

outdoor equipment, and patio furniture, and can be spread long distances when people move infested 

material.



SLF Nymphs

Nymph will hatch in May and will remain 

active in one of the four instars until August 



Nymph seen May-August

Four Instars



Adult seen July-December



These egg masses survive winter and hatch into 

SLF nymphs in the spring (September-May). 

Each egg mass contains an average of 30-50 

eggs, and an individual female can lay at least 2 

egg masses. These egg masses are the only 

stationary stage of the SLF, making them an 

easy target for removal.

Adult Laying Egg Mass



Spotted Lanternfly adult females covering 

freshly-laid egg masses with a putty-like 

substance. Sometimes they can be very hard 

to see as they tend to blend in with many 

surfaces in nature.

Egg Mass
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