
The founders of the legendary Miss Adams Morgan Pageant on how 
D.C.’s largest drag event has evolved over 37 years.
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Brandt, Miss Adams Morgan 1989 Dianna Spencer 
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The Queens
Adams Morgan
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“States like Nevada were really popular. 
We had one person come out in the Parade of 

States in a full-sized skirt that was actually 
a roulette wheel, complete with the ball.” 

!"#$%$&'()*&+#
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“People who attend the pageant will leave with 
an understanding that we are there celebrating 

our community, having a good time, 
and celebrating each other.” 

Z,94:'(58/*&
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“In the 1980s, you had to be really careful 
going into a [gay] bar, because people would 
take pictures of license plates and people, 

and it would end up in the newspaper, 
outing them.” 
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“In the early days, we used to jokingly say 
that we did this pageant once a year, but 

we talked about it 364 days a year. 
That’s still true.” 

Z,94:'(58/*&

Contestants at the Third Miss Adams Morgan Pageant
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