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Interview with an Industry Expert 

Q&A with John Peavy  

Director of Operations / Specialty Wood Sales 

Q: So John, tell me how long have you been in the building products and custom wood 

manufacturing industry? 

A: We are coming up on 25 years of being in business. And still family owned and operated.  

Q: Okay, let’s talk a little bit about the industry. What do you think some of the biggest 

challenges that high-end custom home builders are having to deal with these days that they 

didn’t have to deal with a few years ago? 

A: Product availability has really been a challenge this year. A lot of our clients have been telling us 

they just can’t get product when they need it. Thank goodness we’ve been in business as long as 

we have, and we have as many connections and long-standing business relationships as we do. We 

manage to be able to get just about ANYTHING that our customers need and usually much faster 

than anyone else out there.  

To make life even tougher for our custom home builder clients – the market has been pretty crazy 

price wise. Builders are often getting price quotes on commodities as much as 6 months before 

they’re ready to do a purchase order. Then, when they are looking to finalize the order, prices have 

gone up significantly and they’re having to get updated quotes on almost everything again. It’s been 

a challenging year for high end custom home builders to say the least. 

Q: If you had to pick one or two of your products that you think really stand out and that you 

do better than maybe anybody else out there, what would they be? 

A: #1 - Bevel Siding. We have the capability in-house to manufacture the siding out of stock material 

to whatever size the custom home builder needs. Most other places have to order it in, and it takes 

them weeks to just run it. We can run it right here in-shop - customizable for each home - regardless 

of the specs.  

#2 - Scroll Cuts on the rafter tails and the Decorative Wood Backets. We’re doing those items on a 

daily basis and nobody else really is. So that’s our little niche and something we do better than 

probably anybody else out there. Our custom scroll work and decorative wood brackets are probably 

on more high-end custom homes in the state of Florida than any other custom wood mill shop in the 

country. 
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Q: Why should a custom home builder who’s getting ready to build a several million-dollar 

custom home give Specialty Wood a shot to bid on at least a part of that project? 

A: Well basically we are one of the few mill-shops in the southeast US, and the only one in Florida, 

that specializes in building the decorative wood brackets and cutting the scroll cuts on the ends of 

timbers on a daily basis. There are a couple other mill-shops that do this type of work occasionally. 

But nobody else specializes in this type of custom wood working like we do. We are the absolute 

BEST at doing this type of work for high end custom home builders. 

And we have a very wide variety of other building products that contractors need and that you can’t 

get at the big box stores.  

Finally, our customer service is number 1. We do everything in our power to make sure that our 

customers are well taken care of and that they are happy during the whole process from start to 

finish. We figure that the more stress we can take off the shoulders of our custom home builder 

clients – the easier it will be for them to keep their customers happy.  

Product Spotlight: Cypress 

The Most Prestigious Among the Soft Woods 

Here’s why many custom home buyers are looking to use Cypress, why this is such a great wood to 

use for high-end custom homes and how valuable it is in the marketplace. 

Cypress wood is very durable, stable, and 

both water and rot resistant. Cypress wood is 

a softwood species commonly used for 

exterior construction, docks, boatbuilding, 

interior trim and veneer. Cypress wood is a 

popular choice in construction applications 

where decay resistance is needed. 

Occasionally, cypress trees are damaged by 

a fungus that causes decay in pockets of the 

wood. The result is called pecky cypress, 

which is considered a specialty wood and is 

very popular for its unusual appearance. 

Cypress has good gluing, nailing, finishing   

and paint-holding properties. Old-growth 

cypress is considered as being durable to 

very durable with regard to decay resistance, 

while wood from younger trees is only rated 
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as moderately durable. Life expectancy for 

above ground applications is greater than 40 

years and up to 25 years in-ground. For the 

greatest weather resistance and durability, 

apply an epoxy sealer to cypress wood before 

varnishing or painting. Cypress has a natural 

preservative oil known as cypressene which 

gives the heartwood resistance to insects and 

decay. 

 

 

 

With a suitable surface treatment, cypress 

generally has a superior durability, holding paint 

well and resisting water. The color of the 

heartwood varies widely, ranging from a light 

yellowish brown to dark brownish red, brown, or 

chocolate. The wood is moderately heavy, 

moderately strong, and moderately hard. 
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Cypress Siding Around a Custom Home 

Customized Wood Product Spotlight:  

Bevel Siding 

 

 

Beaded bevel siding has more of an angular look to it 

because the pieces feature sharp angles at both ends. 

They are designed to overlap one another and create 

an attractive, yet slightly uneven look overall. If you 

want a siding style that stands out a bit more and still 

has those horizontal seams, beaded bevel is a good 

option. We regularly make custom bevel siding out of 

both cypress and cedar. Bevel Siding or Lap Siding 

(also known as clapboard or weatherboard siding) is a 

type of siding profile where the boards are installed 

horizontally with the top board overlapping the bottom 

to provide a seal to protect the interior of the home. 

The use of Western Red Cedar for bevel lap siding is 

one of the most widely used natural wood siding 

species as it is naturally resistant to decay, rot, and 

insect attacks. Bevel siding should be face nailed to 

studs with 1-1/4-inch penetration into solid wood using 
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one nail per piece spaced at a maximum of 24 inches 

on center. Place nail just above the overlap. Take care 

not to nail through the overlap of two pieces.  
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The use of bevel wood siding has become more and more popular with custom home buyers in 

recent years.  

Try our NEW free Product Sourcing and Pricing Service: 

The next time you have a hard-to-find wood product, or you know it’s going to require specialized 

woodworking capabilities – try our free product sourcing and pricing service. 

Send your email request to quotes@specialtywoodsales.com or click on the following link to make 

an online request SpecialtyWoodSales.com or call Donny at (954) 770-2142 

Just give us the specs on what you’re looking for and how soon you think you might need it and 

we’ll provide details on availability and pricing – no obligation. 

Don’t waste your valuable time searching the marketplace for hard-to-find or custom manufactured 

wood products ever again. Let us do the work for you. 

If we can’t find or manufacture the high-quality customized wood products you’re looking for – 

NOBODY CAN! 
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