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Product Spotlight: Cedar 

The Most Prestigious Among the Soft Woods 

Here’s why many custom home buyers are looking to use Cedar, why this is such a great wood to 

use for high-end custom homes and how valuable it is in the marketplace. 

Cedar is a very durable wood and lasts for a 

long time. Cedar woods have a 

natural resistance to deterioration. The natural 

preservatives present in it make it more durable 

than other wood types. Cedar can even last 

long in a place with a very harsh climate. The 

open cell structure in cedar makes it less dense 

than most other softwoods. The less dense 

structure of this softwood makes it easier to 

move from place to place. It’s less likely to swell, 

warp, cup, and twist than other soft & 

hardwoods. It also retains a distinguished 

appearance that lends a mark of quality to any 

home. Because western red cedar has low 

density and consistency, it is ideal to cut, saw, 

nail, and glue. This wood type is free of the pitch 

and resin found in all other softwoods. It’s 

because of this, that western red cedar is better 

for a wide range of finishes from lightly toned 

clear solutions to two coat solid colors.

 

 

Its low density increases the insulation of the home 

by transporting less heat through the interior wall. 

For the same reason, it also keeps the house 

warm in winter. The low density of western red 

cedar makes it better for acoustical applications 

than all other products used for the same purpose. 

Cedar is favorited for interior paneling or exterior 

siding. It has excellent dimensional stability. 

 

https://specialtywoodsales.com/
mailto:(954)%20770-2142-
mailto:Info@SpecialtyWoodSales.com


 
The Specialty Wood Report 

 

 

How the top custom home builders stay ahead of the competition 

SpecialtyWoodSales.com / Phone: (954) 770-2142 / Email: Info@SpecialtyWoodSales.com 

It also has low wood density and low shrinkage 

factor. It’s also known for its high decay 

resistance. The natural durability of western 

red cedar is due to the presence of extractives 

in it. Wood extractives, or wood extracts, are 

tiny molecules that are extracted from wood 

using solvents or other extraction methods. 

The extractives are the waxes, fatty acids, 

resin acids, and terpenes of a tree. Because of 

its low density and coarse texture, it has good 

thermal and insulating properties. It’s 

considered the best insulator among other 

most common available softwood types and is 

far superior to brick, concrete, and steel. It has 

a great ability to dampen vibrations. 

 

 

 

It comes in the use of making acoustical structures, 

mostly because of its property, making it perfect for 

paneling and molding for the place where it’s 

needed to reduce or confine noise. It also has a low 

flame-spread rating, and it will perform better than 

most dense softwoods that have flame-spread 

ratings around. Cedar has excellent finishing 

properties due to the lack of pitch or resinous 

extractives that are soluble in paint vehicles. Cedar 

takes a variety of coatings, paints, and stains 

exceptionally well. 

  

Cedar Siding Around a Custom Home 
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Customized Wood Product Spotlight:  

T&G Fencing & Decking 

 

Western Red Cedar Tongue & Groove is widely 

used for its good looks and versatility. It can be 

installed horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, 

each method giving a distinctly different look. 

Tongue & groove siding is available with rough or 

smooth faces. Tongue and groove siding is 

manufactured in clear grades suitable for a more 

formal, elegant appearance, particularly when 

pieces are smooth faced. Knotty grades are in 

demand for their smart, casual look. The joints 

between adjoining pieces are usually V-shaped 

but flush jointed, reveal and radius joints are also 

available. The different joints and surface textures 

in tongue and groove siding combine to provide a 

range of shadow line effects that enhance the 

product’s versatility. 

 
Cedar does not need to be chemically treated, 

making it a good choice for families who prefer 

to use natural products. A properly installed 

cedar fence will look great for a long time. Not 

only will it resist the effects of bad weather, but 

it will also maintain its straight and aligned 

appearance. Although many types of wood are 

prone to warping or shrinking over time, cedar 

tends to retain its shape and size beautifully. 

Decks made with Western Red Cedar, one of 

the world’s most beautiful woods, is apt to be 

one of the best-looking decks in the 

neighborhood. But Western Red Cedar decks 

have much more going for them than good 

looks alone. Extending living space to the 

outdoors, integrating home and landscape, 

making use of damp or uneven terrain, and 

giving a contemporary look to a traditionally- 

styled home are just a few of the ways that 

decks make life a little better. Cedar has long 

been a popular choice as a fencing material 

also. Cedar wood is extremely durable and 

holds up well to outdoor weather conditions. 

Because of its characteristics, cedar fencing 

will generally outlast fences made from softer, 

less durable wood, such as pine. In addition to 

its inherent durability, the natural oils within the 

wood will help to deter insect damage. 
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        Western Red Cedar Decking on Custom Home Deck                                             Another example of T&G Cedar Decking 

Try our NEW free Product Sourcing and Pricing Service: 

The next time you have a hard-to-find wood product, or you know it’s going to require specialized 

woodworking capabilities – try our free product sourcing and pricing service. 

Send your email request to quotes@specialtywoodsales.com or click on the following link to make 

an online request SpecialtyWoodSales.com or call Donny at (954) 770-2142 

Just give us the specs on what you’re looking for and how soon you think you might need it and 

we’ll provide details on availability and pricing – no obligation. 

Don’t waste your valuable time searching the marketplace for hard-to-find or custom manufactured 

wood products ever again. Let us do the work for you. 

If we can’t find or manufacture the high-quality customized wood products you’re looking for – 

NOBODY CAN! 
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Custom Homebuilder Spotlight 

FREE Advertising for YOUR company! 

This new section is all about your business and how you incorporate custom wood products into 

the homes you build. Think of it as FREE advertising for your business. You send us examples of 

the high-end custom homes you work on and the type of specialized wood products that you use, 

and we might feature you in our next monthly newsletter. If you are chosen, your company could 

be highlighted HERE in one of the next Specialty Wood Reports. To be considered, please email 

info@specialtywoodsales.com with your name, your job title, business name, photos of some of the 

homes you’ve built and photos showing how you’ve used custom-made / specialized wood products 

in those homes. 

Hidalgo Construction, Coral Gables, Florida. 

Specialty wood products, before & after pictures on Hidalgo custom home in Miami Beach, FL. 

  

Barth Construction, Vero Beach, Florida  

Custom woodworking products from Specialty Wood Sales used in custom built oceanfront home. 

   
 

Corbels - Before Corbels - After 

Custom Engineered Mahogany Columns & Custom Cut Corbels / Brackets 
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