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From the President 

Ben Cummings 

Companions 

Last month I told you about the “Sprong” that I 

recently purchased. I’ve been busy with the little 

car. Pierre Fontana has helped with the distribu-

tor, the head, and the carburetors. By the time 

this letter makes it to publication, I may have 

the carburetors installed and the engine run-

ning. 

Last weekend was a great milestone. I installed 

the head and tested the compression. To my 

great relief I had a very consistent 160 psi 

in each cylinder. A previous owner had 

done extensive work to the car 

(maybe because I suspect it had been 

wrecked). The pistons are stamped 

“0.060.” So, the engine may have a 

little more power than when it orig-

inally left the assembly plant. And 

that makes me happy. 

I spend a lot of time in the garage, and I have 

two companions while I work. My little yellow 

cat lounges around and periodically will glance 

at me to make sure that I’m still working. He 

has been a companion for many years and 

seems to have the same affection of British cars 

as me. And he has even made one of my cars his 

little apartment. I’m glad to have him keep me 

company, but I am also glad to have him around 

to keep the rodents away. 

The other, more recent companion is a 

green Praying Mantis. His movements 

are slow, and he is sneaky. When I’m 

not looking, he will disappear and 

then later reappear somewhere else. 

When I walk past him his little tri-

angular head and bulbus eyes will 

follow me, so I know he is aware of 

my presence. He seems to study me 

with a greater intensity than the cat. 

Almost as ifhe is trying to learn about 

old British car repair and maintenance. 

My two little companions watch over me as I get 

the Sprong ready for the British Car Festival. I’m 

comforted by their presence. They seem to keep 

me going as if I’m trying to impress them with 

my work. “See what I did today”, I ask them. 

And I imagine them saying, “Well done, but 

hurry up. The festival is only about a month 

away.” 

Safety Fast, 

Ben 

Ben Cummings is the president of SABCC. 

On the cover: Register your car—today. 
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SABCC Club Officers 

President  Ben Cummings 

VP-Activities  Michael Bertagnolli 

VP-Membership Rick Black 

Secretary  Peter Lee 

Treasurer  Donna Eagleson 

Member at Large Stan Anderson 

Member at Large Dick Bishop 

Member at Large Don Blosser 

Member at Large Tom Renick 

Member at Large Frank Stabler 

Technical Advisors Pierre Fontana,   

   Scott Paradise 

Webmaster  Peter Lee 

Historian  Robb Ogletree 

Newsletter Editor Michael King 

Spark & Spanner is the official publication of the 

South Alabama British Car Club and is 

published monthly for the benefit of SABCC 

members. Permission to use this material by 

other British car club publications is granted 

provided credit is given to Spark & Spanner. 

Address comments or submissions to 

SparkSpanner@gmail.com. 

Membership in SABCC is open to anyone with 

an interest in classic or modern British cars, and 

dues are only $20 per year [Inflation? Tariffs? Not 

here!—Ed.]. 
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Want a Club Shirt (or Jacket or Hat)? 

SABCC uses Queensboro, which offers a large varie-

ty of embroidered shirts, jackets, hats, and other 

items, in men’s, ladies, and youth styles, all of which 

can be embroidered with the SABCC logo. Here’s it 

works: 

 Visit the Queensboro site, find a shirt (or other 

item) you like, and note the style number, size, 

and color name (make sure the item is available 

in your size and color). We can usually get items 

at half retail. 

 Send Ed. (Michael King) an email listing what 

you want, including quantity, style number, col-

or name, and size for each item. 

 When Queensboro runs one of their sales, I will 

place a group order—but we need at least five 

to get the best pricing. 

 Once the order is placed, I will send you an 

email with your total, which will include the 

price of your items plus shipping and tax. 

 When I receive the order (usually a couple of 

weeks) I will let you know.  

 I’ll deliver your items at the next club meeting or 

event, and you’ll reimburse me. 

Simple, right? So, start shopping, and send me your 

list! If you have any questions, call or text Michael at 

251-689-1040. 

http://www.queensboro.com
mailto:smokeinthewires@gmail.com


September 23, 2025 

Monthly Club Meeting 
Don Carlos Restaurant, 29699 AL-181, Daphne—

6:00 to eat and 7:00 to meet. 

 

October 3 and 4, 2025 

Renaissance Euro Fest 
Renaissance at Colony Park: 1000 Highland 

Colony Pkwy, Ridgeland, MS 39157. No entry 

fee but entries must be pre-approved. For more 

information, go here. A 1935 Swallow Sidecar 

SSI Coupe (Jaguar predecessor) will be featured. 

 

October 7, 2025 

BCF Planning Meeting 
Pier House, 5872 Battleship Pkwy, Spanish Fort, 

36527—6:00 to eat and 7:00 to meet.

Around the Bend 

Upcoming Club Activities 

October 17 and 18, 2025 

British Car Festival 
Fairhope United Methodist Church, 155 S 

Section St, Fairhope, AL 36532. Friday dinner 

starts at 6:30 in the Family Life Center; the show 

field opens at 9:00 Saturday morning. 

 

October 21, 2025 

Monthly Club Meeting 
Don Carlos Restaurant, 29699 AL-181, 

Daphne—6:00 to eat and 7:00 to meet. 

 

October 25, 2025 

Lillian “Best of Decades” Car Show 
Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S Perdido St, 

Lillian, AL 36549, 8:00 a.m., $25 by Oct. 13 or 

$30 thereafter. 
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https://euro-fest.net/


Sparks 

Club and Member News 
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British Car Festival Update 

The 35th iteration of the British Car Festival is 

just over a month away, and at the risk of hyper-

bole, Ed. will say this might be the best show 

ever. Why? Well, as of Sept. 10, 2024, we had 39 

cars registered; as of Sept. 12, 2025, we already 

have 52. Second, we are on track to exceed last 

year’s record sponsorship total, having already 

received 98.75 percent of 2024’s income. Third, 

show chair Peter Lee says all the committee 

members have their teams in place and their re-

sponsibilities well in hand. 

What could possibly go wrong? Obviously, we 

cannot control the weather, but over the years, 

mid-October has been a good time to have a car 

show in southwest Alabama. Let’s pray our 

blessings continue. Second, we could always 

have a freak occurrence, such as space aliens or 

brain-eating zombies, but the risk of that should 

be quite low. Car electrical issues—well, that’s 

another story. 

However, what could impair show success is 

not having enough cars to make the event inter-

esting to our participants and the general public. 

Peter wants to encourage folks to register their 

cars, early and (if you have more than one Brit-

ish motor) often. 

If you do have more than one British motor, and 

are trying to decide which to bring, here are the 

classes that as of Sept. 12 have no entries: 

• Jaguar Classic Saloons (all four-doors prior 

to 1995) 

• Jaguar XKEs (E-Types) 

• MGB and MGC GTs, 1965 – 1980 

• Classic Minis (all models before 2002) 

• Modern Britannia (post-2000 cars that are not 

Jaguars, Land Rovers, Lotuses, MINIs, Mor-

gans, or Range Rovers) 

• Triumph Spitfires and GT6s 

• Motorcycles 

• Vehicles Under Restoration 

So, turn in your registration form, get out the 

Simoniz and the Hide Food, and prepare to join 

the fun Oct. 17 and 18. The show won’t be the 

same without you. 

 

In case you’ve forgotten what the British Car Festival looks like, 

here’s a reminder (photo by Robb Ogletree) 

Valve cover racing will be back, and Peter Lee is already 

boasting about sweeping the awards (photo by Robb Ogletree) 
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SABCC’s Newest Taxi Owners 

story and photo by Mac McNamara 

Kathy and I are the new owners of Peter Lee’s 

FX4 (London Taxi). We will be working towards 

making the driving car stop easier than it does 

right now. We discovered the front brakes are 

not engaging when the pedal was pushed. By 

the show, one of us should be able to drive the 

car to the show (and stop once there) while the 

other brings the Anglia. We may not be able to 

give Bob Z. a run for the money, but one day, 

we may be able to say it is comparable. I have 

taken a note from some of the Motor Trend car 

fix-it shows and wrote a bunch of stuff to do on-

to the windshield. (That will ensure the front 

window is clean at the show at least!) 

The History of the Austin FX4 

(excerpted from an article on the London 

Vintage Taxi Association website) 

In 1958, the most famous of all London taxis, the 

Austin FX4, was introduced. It remained in pro-

duction, with various modifications, for 39 

years. This wasn’t because it was such a good 

vehicle—it had many shortcomings—but be-

cause neither Mann and Overton, Carbodies nor 

Austin could find the money to replace it in the 

troubled economy of the 1970s and 1980s. 

Carbodies made two attempts to produce a taxi 

of their own, the FX5 of 1978 and the CR6 of 

1982, but neither went into production. In 1982, 

Carbodies bought the production rights to the 

FX4 from Austin's owner, British Leyland. In 

1985, Carbodies' owner, Manganese Bronze 

Holdings Plc purchased Mann and Overton and 

formed London Taxis International Plc (LTI) 

and they developed three new versions of the 

FX4 with Land Rover engines, being the FX4R, 

the FX4S, the FX4S-Plus. The final version, the 

Fairway of 1989, was powered by a 2.7 litre Nis-

san engine and was considered to be the best 

version of all. Production of the Fairway ended 

in 1997 after a total of more than 75,000 FX4s 

had been built.  

Auction Roundup: London Taxis 

1967 Austin FX4 

Sold for $14,175 on Hemmings 

This taxi, powered by an Austin 2.2-liter gas engine, was 

extensively refurbished by the seller over a ten-year peri-

od. The only noted flaw was that the meter did not work. 

2003 LTI TXII London Taxi 

Sold for $4,000 on Bring a Trailer 

London Taxis International introduced the TX-series to 

replace the FX4; this car was built for the North American 

market. Powered by a Ford Diesel, it had several issues. 

1949 Nuffied Oxford Taxi 

Sold for $17,500 on Bring a Trailer 

This FX4 predecessor with a Morris 1.8-liter four was in 

top condition, as reflected by the winning bid. 



Spare Parts 
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Captive Imports: The British Cars 

Sold by American Marques 

story and pictures by Rodney McDonald 

There has always been a market for smaller cars 

in the USA and a number of automakers built 

cars here to meet the need. Prior to World War 

II, the American Austin Car Company produced 

cars under license from the British Austin Motor 

Company. Going bankrupt in 1934, its assets 

were purchased and rebranded American Ban-

tam Car Company. It gained some fame as the 

designer of the World War II Jeep.  

But, we want to take a look at those “captive im-

ports;” i.e., cars built overseas by subsidiaries of 

American manufacturers specifically for their 

home markets. Some of them came to the US to 

be sold alongside their American stablemates as 

small second cars for prosperous postwar buy-

ers. 

Ford of Britain led the way starting in 1948 by 

setting up a North American sales office to ex-

plore the US market to help carry out the UK 

government’s “Export or Die” order to bring in 

desperately needed foreign currency to settle its 

war debts.  

Ford of Britain worked with US Ford dealers and 

found orders for over 12,000 UK-built Anglias, 

Prefects and Thames vans the first year of opera-

tion. By the mid-1950s, “English Fords” were ac-

cepted as more conventional than some of the 

oddities coming out of France and Germany at 

the time. In 1959, Ford sold over 42,000 UK-built 

cars in the US alone. 

The rakish 105E Anglia brought styling similar 

to that seen in late-1950s Detroit Ford products. 

Built to a price, Anglias were on most buyer’s 

lists for that second car that marked a certain so-

cial status. Later, the larger Cortina hit the US  

(story continues next page) 

1949 Ford Prefect (H&H Auctions) 

1959 Ford Prefect 

1960 Ford Anglia (Flickr user autohistorian) 
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Captive Imports, continued 

market and found sales success with both the 

Mark I and Mark II versions, with sales peaking 

in 1968 at over 22,000 cars. US sales of UK-built 

Fords was ended in 1970 with the introduction 

of the US-built Ford Pinto. 

Although a little later to the game than Ford, 

General Motors needed to find an offering for 

smaller car buyers as well. Pontiac was desig-

nated as the US seller for GM’s captive import: 

Vauxhall’s Victor Super.  

US Vauxhall imports began in 1957 with the Vic-

tor saloon and estate body styles. GM arranged 

for 1,500 cars per month to be brought into the 

US with retail prices starting at just over $1,800

(or about $21,000 in today’s money). The Vaux-

hall Victor’s style was somewhat reminiscent of 

Chevrolet’s “Tri-Five” series of sedans, which 

gave them a bit of panache in American buyer’s 

eyes.  

By 1961, the Vauxhall party was pretty much 

over. GM introduced their line of “compact” 

cars and Pontiac’s Tempest offered more room, 

comfort and power than the British alternative. 

Today, US specification Vauxhalls are indeed 

rare.  

To not leave out our Mopar fans, we have the 

Plymouth Cricket. Coming along much later 

than the initial wave of captive imports, the 

Cricket was a product of Chrysler-owned 

Rootes Group in the UK. Known there for 

marques such as Humber, Sunbeam, Hillman 

and Commer, Chrysler chose the Hillman 

Avenger to become Plymouth’s captive import. 

The 1971 rollout of the Cricket resulted in sales 

of 28,000 cars. Soon, customer complaints of 

poor workmanship, rough running and worst of 

all, body corrosion caused the Cricket to be 

struck from many buyer’s shopping lists. No 

amount of “groovy”-themed advertising could 

divert attention from the car’s poor reputation 

in the market. Fewer than 14,000 units found 

buyers in 1973 when Chrysler pulled the plug 

on the Cricket.  

Soon, Chrysler would sell the Rootes Group—

by then renamed Chrysler Europe—and all of its 

marques to Peugeot-Citroen.  

[Rodney sent some vintage ads for the “captives;” they’re 

on the next two pages-Ed.] 

Ford Cortina Mk II (Brightwells Classics) 

Vauxhall Victor Super (Wikipedia) 

Plymouth Cricket (Flickr user philippos) 



Spark & Spanner, page 9 

This Vauxhall Victor brochure from 1960 emphasized the “good taste” of the British-built car, but according to the “Curbside Classic 

blog, the car suffered from corrosion issues, was slow, and at $2000 for the saloon and $2400 for the estate, was priced close to 

contemporary full-sized Fords and Chevrolets. Contrast this to the Cricket (see ad, next page), which sold for $1915 eleven years 

later, compared to $1780 for the base model VW Beetle. 
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History of the Bugeye Sprite 

adapted from a presentation by Robert 

“Bugeye Bob” Willsie 

[The Bugeye Sprite is the featured car at the PBCA 2026 

Brits by the Bay show. PBCA member Bob Willsie made a 

presentation on the car at the August PBCA meeting. It’s 

recapped here.-Ed.] 

The Austin-Healey Sprite Mark 1, known as the 

“Bugeye” in the US and the Frogeye in the UK, 

was introduced in 1958 and sold for three 

(model) years, when it was replaced by the 

“square Sprite” and its platform mate, the MG 

Midget. Sprites remained in production until 

1971, while the Midget soldiered on until 1979. 

The Sprite resulted from a “meeting of minds” 

with the goal of making a cheap sports car. The 

conspirators were Leonard Percy Lord, Presi-

dent of British Motor Corporation (BMC), and 

Donald Healey, champion rally driver and de-

signer, and their target was a sports car for the 

price of a Morris Minor (£600 in 1956, or roughly 

£19,000 or $26,000 US today.) 

Primary design duties were turned over to 

Geoffrey Healey, Donald’s son, with chassis 

work by Battle Bilbie and body by Gerry Coker, 

designer of the Austin-Healey 100. They were 

told to make it simple and inexpensive to pro-

duce, out of components already in BMC pro-

duction. 

The original design was to have rotating head-

lights for a streamlined hood. That lasted until 

the first cost accountant showed up and left us 

with the grinning face (and fixed headlights) we 

see today. 

Power [a relative term-Ed.] was by the 948cc Type 

A Engine, a four-cylinder, overhead valve mill. 

Fuel was fed through twin 1 1/8” (HS2) SU car-

buretters. The engine produced 43 horsepower 

at 5,500 rpm, and 52 lb-ft of torque at 3,300 rpm. 

This was sent to the rear driving wheels via a 4-

speed ’box, with synchromesh in 2nd, 3rd, and 

4th gears only. The hydraulic clutch master cyl-

inder was in the same body as the brake master 

cylinder, and actuated a Borg & Beck single dry 

plate clutch of 6 1⁄4” (16 cm) diameter. The 

throw-out bearing was carbon graphite or cop-

per graphite. The rear axle, with a 9/38 ratio, 

was described as “3/4 floating” perhaps be-

cause it hangs off the 1⁄4 elliptical springs. 

In the front, the car’s independent suspension 

featured coil springs, solid upper coil mounts, 

floating wishbone (A-frame) lower coil mounts,  

(story continues next page) 

 

Key dimensions of the Bugeye 

The Bugeye’s fac was the result of serendipitous cost-cutting. 
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History of the Bugeye, continued 

and lever shock absorbers. Steering was rack-

and-pinion, and drum brakes were used. Out 

back, 10-leaf 1⁄4 elliptical rear springs were 

used, with one end socketed into the body and 

the other attached to the axle. Radius arms pre-

vented axle roll. As with the front, the rear had 

lever shock absorbers and drum brakes. The 

parking brake was a manual link. 

The Sprite featured monocoque or “uni-body” 

construction, meaning no traditional frame was 

under the body. Frame rails and cross members 

were used for the engine mounts and front sus-

pension, The floor pans, driveshaft tunnel, sills, 

and cockpit and rear bulkheads are main struc-

tural components Both footwells are punched 

for easy building of left-hand or right hand-

drive versions. The spare tire goes in the “boot 

area” behind the seats, and the cars did not have 

a trunk (boot) lid. so good luck on finding any-

thing other than the spare tire that gets put into 

the boot area. 

Early cars had nine studs on top of the wind-

screen for attaching a hood (top); later cars had 

slots on top of the windscreen. Hard tops and 

tonneau covers were “accessories.” 

According to Wikipedia, 48,987 Mark 1 Sprites 

were produced. The cars remain popular de-

spite their low power output and “basic” con-

struction, usually commanding much higher 

prices than later “square” Sprites and Midgets. 

Top, a needy Bugeye; middle, the first production Sprite, 

ANL/501, which needs nothing; bottom, Bugeyes remain 

popular in vintage racing events. 

The 943 engine 

Spark & Spanner, page 12 



and some vintage. I’m awaiting delivery of my 

(blue) seat covers, (blue) trim panels, (blue) car-

pet kit, (blue) seat belts, and (blue) fuzzy door 

seals. 

I know I will still need a set of tires; the Michelin 

XZXs on the car have plenty of tread and are 

still holding air (or at least the inner tubes are) 

but they’re definitely out of date. Other parts 

will need to be cleaned, painted, or refurbished, 

but I and my banker are hopeful I have most of 

what I need. 

Along the way, I’ve made a decision to avoid 

the largest and best-known parts house, not be-

cause I think they’re inherently evil, but because 

I wanted to spread the wealth (literally—I have 

the receipts) to smaller vendors, as well as indi-

viduals selling parts online. I’m a frequent visi-

tor to the MG Experience’s buy, sell, and trade 

forum, and I’ve been able to source a number of 

items that way. Most fun are the couple of times 

I’ve bought “grab boxes” of parts because they 

contained a couple of items I needed. Look for 

me to have a bigger presence at the November 

Autojumble. 

But resources are more than parts. I’ve already 

mentioned my good friends Noel and Tom. 

They, and club president Ben Cummings, 

helped me to get the car out of that carport and 

to the Garagemahal, and they are always ready 

with advice and assistance (Tom even erected a 

canopy with an old dropcloth over Noel and me 

to shade us from the August sun while we freed 

up the engine). Rodney McDonald also inspect-

ed the car, and has been a font of expertise. 

And that, friends, is what a car club is all about. 

Car shows, events, meetings, and the like are 

great, but what really makes being a part of 

SABCC worthwhile is the sharing of knowledge, 

support, and even commiseration as we try to 

keep these old cars on the road, and this hobby 

alive. Those resources—well, they are priceless, 

and irreplaceable. 

Weak and Rusty 

Michael King, Editor 

Resources 

Last month, I asked you to send me updates to 

our club resource directory, a compendium of 

parts houses, mechanics, trim shops, and other 

resources you might need to restore your British 

car, or help you keep it on the road. I’m grateful 

to each of you who responded, and I sent out an 

updated directory last month. If you didn’t get 

it, let me know (it’s also on the website under 

“Technical Resources”). 

As you may recall, I’m working on a “carport 

find” 1967 MGB. “Working” might be stretching 

the truth, because I’ve only been able to get to 

the Garagemahal a couple of times to do some 

actual wrenching. I’m pleased to report that due 

in large part to help from Noel Eagleson, with 

assistance from Tom Renick, the little car’s orig-

inal engine spins freely! 

What I have been doing is assembling the re-

sources I need to complete this project. Mostly, 

that means parts. So far, I have on hand a new 

fuel tank, a new radiator, water pump, and hos-

es, most of the ignition components, a new 

(blue) soft top, and lots of other bits, some new 
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Look at how clean that valvetrain is! 



Advanced Transmission, Inc. 

Lynn & Stan Anderson 

Andrew's Automotive & Tire Repair 

Andrea & Michael Bertagnolli 

Richard K. Black (2) 

Dr. Barry Booth 

Breeden Marine 

Caroline & George Brown (3) 

The Bull Restaurant 

Bill & Sandra Cashion 

Buddy & Karen Clarke 

Clovis Café 

Cockrell's Eastern Shore Body Shop 

Country Wagon 

Don Carlos Mexican Restaurant 

Ed's Seafood Shed 

For All Veterans (2) 

Gulf Coast Land Rover Club (2) 

Mario Gabriel, Jr. 

John George Clocks & Jewelry 

Tommy & Joanne Hartwell 

Jarvis Law Firm, PC 

JBT Power 

In Memory of Brad Klees 

L & S Transervices 

John Lee 

Mattie Lee (2) 

Norbert & Kitty Long 

Maggie, a '39 MGTA 

Mandina's 

Mardi Gras MGs 

Marine Technology Services 

Matthews Foreign Car Parts 

McDonald Muffler 

Mr. Gene's Beans 

Mutt Manor 

Old Tyme Feed 

Rettigs Auto Body 

Richtex Fabric & Furnishings 

Robb & Elisabeth Ogletree 

Semra Nieves, Exit Realty Lyon 

Dr. Sami Saleeb 

Southern K-9 Training Solutions 

Stewart Reisinger 

Linda Z. Ross 

The Royal British Legion 

Leonard Smart 

Stix Restaurant 

Taber's Toybox 

Tom Schmitz (3) 

Debi Tchividjian (2) 

Ed & Terry Toenes 

Tractor Supply 

W. R. Bishop 

Waggy Tails 

HM Yonge & Associates, Inc 

Thank you Sponsors! 

2024 British 
Car Festival 

“MINI Gets 
Medicare” 

 Ginger Black 

UPS Equipment & Battery Services 

Generators – Electrical 

Brian 

Daly 

In Memory 

of Clair S. 

Green 

In Memory 

of Bruce 

Mackey 

Caroline 

and George 

Brown Cracked Nut 
Enterprises 
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South Alabama British Car Club 

PO Box 18036 

Mobile, AL 36618 

Spark & Spanner 

Find us on Facebook! Look for our Facebook 

group, Friends of South Alabama British 

Car Club. 

And now, for something completely different . . . 
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Want a Rolls-Royce that will fit in any garage—or playroom? You just missed out on this Tri-Ang pedal car, built 

in the mid-1960s in the UK. Mechanically, it was well-sorted, but it might have electrical issues—a battery is not 

present, so the lights and horn might not work. Nonetheless, it sold Sept. 12 on Bring a Trailer for $7,000 (!). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/

