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On the cover: 

congratulations for hard work in the money 

department. 

On the technical front, if you are 

interested in seeing a single British car 

exhibiting all the things you should 

avoid when buying a used car, there 

is one at the Garagemahal available 

for viewing as part of  your 

necessary education. The owner 

shall remain anonymous for obvious 

reasons. 

Everyone. It's Spring. Start your 

engines. Get ready to go again! 

Tom Renick is the President of South Alabama British Car 

Club. He claims he’s always ready to go. 

Scenes from the 2017 Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival car display, organized by the Mardi Gras MG Club. 

Normal—Whatever That Is 

There's some talk and a little evidence that the 

world's trying to get back to normal – at least in this 

part of the country. SABCC is trying, too.  

You should have gotten an email notification that we 

are resuming our annual club picnic in May. The 

format is a little different from before to allow 

maximum independence from everyone else to 

make you feel more comfortable. You take your 

own food to eliminate food handling, and 

carry your own chairs and tables or 

blankets so you can be anywhere you 

like. There are still the usual four 

tables under the pavilion you can use 

as before. All in all, it should be a 

safe outdoor event during these 

“buggy” times. Be sure to take your 

British car. That always adds a 

significant interest factor to the party, 

and you can prove that indeed it still 

runs. 

The British Car Festival (BCF) committee is 

getting cranked up for out next superb show this 

October at the First United Methodist Church in 

Fairhope. Chairman Brian Daly informs us that there 

are a couple of the usual staffing changes occurring, 

and if you want to lend a hand this year, give him a 

call at 251-402-1414. 

Your executive committee has been busy, busy this 

past month. Treasurer Donna Eagleson tackled the 

task of changing names on signature cards and debit 

cards. Should have been routine, but bank HQ up 

there somewhere had some difficulty figuring out 

exactly what we are, requiring Donna to go above 

and beyond to get the job done—which she did. So 

Photo by Noel Eagleson 
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The Spark & Spanner archivist produced these photos of the car 

mentioned above. 
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Spark & Spanner is the official publication of the 

South Alabama British Car Club and is published 

monthly for the benefit of SABCC members. 

Permission to use this material by other British 

car club publications is granted provided credit is 

given to Spark & Spanner. Address comments or 

submissions to SparkSpanner@gmail.com. 

Membership in SABCC is open to anyone with an 

interest in classic or modern British cars. 

Membership application can be found here.  

 

Jaguar/Land Rover of the Gulf Coast 
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The calendar is starting to look “normal” again. SABCC or its 

sister club events are shown with RED dates; the others may 

not be “official,” but you ought to go anyway if you can. 

 

April 27, 2021 

BCF Planning Meeting, El Rancho, Daphne, 6:00 

p.m. Your meal is on you. 

 

May 1, 2021 

Mardi Gras MG Club car display at the Fairhope 

Arts and Crafts Festival, downtown Fairhope, AL, 

free. See “Just Around the Bend” for details. 

 

May 20 - 23, 2021 

Amelia Island 2021 Concours d’Elegance, 
Fernandina Beach, FL 

 

May 22 - 30, 2021 

25th Annual British Car Week. Maybe you could 

wash the darned thing (see next event). 

 

May 22, 2021 

SABCC Annual Club Picnic, Oscar Johnson 

Memorial Park, Hwy. 104, Silverhill, AL, 11:00—

2:00. Bring your own lunch, drinks are on the club. 

Driving your British car is strongly encouraged. 

See “Just Around the Bend” for details. 

 

May 29, 2021 

Silverhill Veteran’s Memorial Car Show, Hwy. 104 

and CR 55, $25. Judging starts at 11:00. 

 

June 5, 2021 

EuroBrit Auto & Bike Cruise-In, Dublin Park, 

Madison, AL., 9:00—noon. Sponsored by the North 

Alabama British Motoring Society. Free; donations 

benefit the Autism Resource Foundation. 

 

June 14 - 17, 2021 

MG International 2021, Atlantic City, NJ, $99 fee 

for registry members plus meal events & options. 

 

October 22 - 23, 2021 

British Car Festival, Fairhope, AL, $25. 

http://www.sabcc.org/members.htm
https://fairhopeartsandcraftsfestival.com/
https://fairhopeartsandcraftsfestival.com/
http://www.ameliaconcours.org
http://www.britishcarweek.org/
https://ac2021.regfox.com/mg-international-2021


Arts and Crafts Festival Car Display 

The Mardi Gras MG Car Club canvassed its mem-

bers, and decided that the lawn at Coastal Alabama 

Community College, on Bancroft Street in Fairhope, 

should be again be decorated with a colorful array 

of autos. The British marques are featured, of 

course, but the MGMGs usually take pity on those 

driving lesser cars of Italian and German descent, as 

long as they provide reparations (in the form of liq-

uid refreshment). The date of the display is May 1, 

2021. 

Fairhope’s Arts and Craft Festival has earned a repu-

tation as one of the top events of its kind in the 

southeast. The car display is less than a block from 

the show, and is by far the best parking at the festi-

val. 

Since the Festival itself opens at 10:00 a.m., the field 

will be open for the car display at 9:30. The entrance 

will be marked with signs and flags. 

SABCC Annual Picnic Runs and Drives! 

Just when you thought you would never get out of 

the house and do something fun with your favorite 

car club, the SABCC Executive Committee has come 

to your rescue. The Annual Club Picnic WILL be held 

on May 22, 2021 at Oscar Johnson Memorial Park in 

Silverhill, Alabama. Located on Highway 104 about 

9/10 of a mile east of CR 55, or 1.8 miles west of 

Highway 59. Look for a covered bridge on the north 

side of 104. 

Since COVID is not eradicated, the rules are a little 

different. First, the club is not cooking or serving 

food. You will need to bring your own picnic lunch 

(or stop along the way and pick up something). 

Don’t worry about drinks, however; the club will 

have water, Cokes, and Diet Cokes iced down and 

ready. You will need to bring a chair, so that social 

Just Around the Bend 

Upcoming Events of Interest 

distancing can be maintained. Wearing a mask will 

not be required, pursuant to the Governor’s latest 

guidelines, but will certainly be appreciated by many 

[some of us have never looked better-Ed.]. 

After everyone has had a chance to eat and social-

ize, the club will have a brief meeting to discuss up-

coming events. At 1:30 or so, a group photo will be 

taken. A highlight of every picnic is the informal car 

show that occurs on the east side of the pavilion, 

with those parking spaces reserved for British cars (a 

good reason to leave your “real car” at home). 

BCF Planning Resumes 

The 31st edition of the South Alabama British Car 

Club’s British Car Festival will be held Saturday, Oc-

tober 23, 2021 at Fairhope United Methodist Church 

(Section and Morphy streets). By now, this should 

not be news to any of you. 

What might be news is that planning for this event—

which will again this year be the only all-British show 

on the northern Gulf Coast—is actively underway. 

Show Chair Brian Daly is again commandeering his 

troops and will hold a planning meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 27 at the El Rancho Restaurant in 

Daphne. For those unfamiliar with this establish-

ment, the address is 28960 US-98, Daphne, 36526. 

Silverhill Show 

While the Silverhill Veteran’s Memorial Car Show 

was mentioned in the March Spark & Spanner, some 

of you might have slept since then, so a reminder 

seems apropos. This event will be Saturday, May 29, 

at the intersection of Highway 104 and County Road 

55. The British clubs usually attempt to claim the 

southeast corner of the intersection in the name of 

Her Majesty The Queen. Registration is $25, and 

judging begins at 11:00. [The judges will be looking for 

fire extinguishers and first aid kits, so be prepared.-Ed.] 
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I’ve lost it, my whistle (“E”) is my pal. As you spin 

the engine the whistle will pop and screech. Look at 

the rotor position and use white-out to mark it, 

stick the cap on, and start wiring in firing order. 

If you’re tired of idiot lights for oil pressure or 

you’re looking at a car to buy, install a copper line 

to a direct reading gauge. They don't lie like electric 

ones. “A” in the picture is older than some of you. 

If you don't have a test light, or can't see timing 

marks on the dampener, stick a vacuum gauge (“B”) 

on the intake manifold, idle normally around 700 to 

800 rpm, adjust the carburetor idle air screw if any, 

loosen the distributor. and slowly turn it back or 

forth until you get the best vacuum reading, and 

tighten it up. 

Got a dreaded miss, some vapors at tailpipe, 

pressurize the radiator to 14 lbs. If the engine 

misses worse, you are in for a head gasket job. After 

installing a water pump or hose, a competent shop 

will pressurize the system and tell you so on your 

invoice. For locating water pump leaks in hard to 

see places, the best tool is “C.” 

To fully test a starter and generator, you need a 

heavy-duty tool that can measure amperage, the 

power of voltage. It will tell you how weak or strong 

the system is before trouble occurs. 

Old cars were simple, yet sometimes they can make 

you scratch your head really hard with multiple 

problems! 

Simple Tools for Simple Diagnostics 

Very old tools are needed to work on very old cars. 

They were built simple. If it stops, or was running 

well yesterday, it has to be simple or something is 

broken internally. 

The most simple test is to spray starting fluid in the 

carburetor (CAREFULLY!). If it still won’t start (and is 

not flooded), then clean the plugs and try again. That 

will tell you if you have ignition. If it starts and stops, 

it means no fuel, but the ignition is OK. 

British cars like very low fuel pressure of 3 to 4 lbs. A 

a simple gauge on the end of the line will tell you 

exactly. If you have no gauge, an old narrow neck 

bottle will let you see fuel. That is more dangerous. I 

have multi-fire extinguishers but I always keep a 

plastic gallon jug full of water by me, as it does not 

make a mess. No fuel may mean you have no juice to 

the pump, a bad pump, or if a mechanical pump, it’s 

time to make a phone call to Moss. 

Now to get more technical, I am still a mechanic, I 

don't trust technicians with clean fingernails. The 

most notable tool is a test light, “D” in the picture. 

For a British car, that is my main hunting weapon, 

next to my FN-FAL. Don't leave home without it. 

To find top dead center (TDC) on cylinder #1 when 

Pierre's Wisdom 

 Pierre Fontana 

Photo courtesy Pierre Fontana 

Pierre Fontana, SABCC Technical Advisor, has scratched his head over more British cars than most of us have seen.-Ed. 



We started on April 22, 2021 with the main task of 

getting Dennis’ MGB from his barn south of Barnwell 

to Dave’s large out-building affectionately called 

“Roloson’s Rapid Repair Facility,” five miles away.  

Getting Dennis’ MGB from his garage to the trailer 

and down the road to 

Dave’s garage took 

most of the morning. 

It had a dead battery 

and the left rear 

wheel was uncoop-

erative at times and liked to drag itself along, fighting 

us all the way to the trailer. However, once at the 

trailer. Dave had an electric winch available and we 

successfully winched it up upon the trailer safe and 

sound!  

Upon arrival at Dave’s, we rolled the MGB off the 

trailer and into the garage with no problems. Once 

inside we pulled the wheels and installed brake lines 

and new brakes. We worked again the next day and 

are now awaiting a few new parts which will be 

installed April 28. Dennis’ MGB should be present at 

the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Car Display for 

all to see on 1 May 2021.  

The Project Groebe MGB volunteers are Dave 

Roloson, Noel Eagleson, Tom Renick, Rick Black, 

Mike Schiebert, Dick Bishop, and Dennis 

Groebe. [These guys embody the spirit of our hobby.-Ed.] 

 

SABCC Member Wins at Euro Fest 

SABCC member and longtime British Car Festival 

sponsor Roger Koby brought home some hardware 

from the Natchez, Miss. Euro Fest, held Sunday, April 

17. Roger’s 1973 Jaguar E-Type (XKE) Roadster was 

named “Outstanding in Class” in the British Open 

grouping. 

Inclement weather forced the show to be 

rescheduled twice, first from Saturday, April 9 to the 

following Saturday, April 16, then to Sunday. The 

venue also was shifted to downtown Natchez, rather 

than the (very soggy) lawn at Rosalie Mansion. 

However, organizers reported, and the photos 

evidenced, a successful event. A second Euro Fest 

will be held in Ridgeland, Miss., on Oct. 1 and 2. [Ed. 

was disappointed to miss this event, but looking at the 

winner’s list, realizes he was seriously outgunned.] 

Members Help Prep an MGB for Sale 
Submitted by Dick Bishop, with photos by the author 

As most of us know, club member Dennis Groebe has 

been recovering from colon cancer for the past year. 

Due to his health, although he is recovering slowly, 

he has decided to put his 1979 green MGB Roadster 

up for sale. To prep his LBC for sale, Dave Roloson 

suggested that his British car friends come together 

and do the necessary repairs and upgrades.  

Sparks 

Club and Member News 
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Roger receives his award. The XKE on display. 

  Photos courtesy of Euro Fest 

Loaded up and truckin’! 

The team at work. 
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 State of the Hobby 

Commentary and Analysis 

Restore or Preserve? 
Michael King, editor, Spark & Spanner 

Of late, the United States seems to have become, 

well, less united. Factionalism is the $3.00 word for 

this, and you do not have to look hard to find wildly-

divergent views—particularly on social media. 

While political differences are the most obvious way 

in which we do not see eye-to-eye, the car hobby is 

not immune to opposing opinions, and this goes be-

yond the usual disagreements over make, model, 

and nation of origin. One of the greatest areas of 

dispute is around originality. 

Car lovers dream of getting “the call.” A spouse, 

child, or friend of the late owner has an old car in a 

barn, garage, or shed. “Would you mind taking a 

look at it? I’d like to get rid of it.” The car in question 

turns out to be a well-, or not so well-, preserved 

example of a rare, valuable model. What to do next? 

Devotees of “Originalism” will at this point cite the 

key tenet of their creed: “A car can be restored 

many times, but it is only original once.” At face val-

ue, this statement is irrefutable. 

Cars, however, are rarely bought new as collectibles, 

never to be altered—especially those produced in 

large numbers for general consumption (e.g., nearly 

524,000 MGBs were sold over the car’s 19 year run). 

Cars are also machines. They were meant to be driv-

en. If a car is to be used as it was intended, it will 

require fuel, lubricants, coolant, hydraulic fluids, and 

various other consumables that may differ greatly 

from those available when it was new. Gaskets, 

spark plugs, filters, tires, and other maintenance 

items will also be required, and these have also 

evolved. Finally, traffic conditions are far different 

now than fifty or sixty years ago, and older cars may, 

literally, not be able to keep up if totally original. 

Therein lies the controversy—is an old car a museum 

piece, that needs to be lovingly preserved so that fu-

ture generations can learn about the materials and 

techniques used to build them, or are cars, at their 

heart, machines, to be used as designed? 

Likely, both are correct. When I was fifteen, my fami-

ly vacationed on the Gulf Coast, visiting New Orleans, 

Mississippi, and Mobile. We toured the USS Alabama, 

and I remember thinking “what a shame that all this 

magnificent machinery, including the engines, will 

never run again.” [Maybe I was a weird kid.-Ed.] But at 

least the old vessel is still around to be toured. 

Originalists are also vigilant against the heresy of 

Modificationalism. When researching this article, I 

found a set of rules for a car show for a particular 

sports car built in the U.S. since 1953. Paint protec-

tion film was deemed sufficient to cause a car to be 

rejected from the “stock” class. 

So how far does one go? Returning to our fantasy of 

“the call,” does one not even wash the original dust 

off that “barn find?” Some car shows now have 

“preservation” classes, and valuations for some mod-

els in completely original condition are much higher 

than concours-level restorations, where the car is 

“better than new.” 

Conversely, the more radical Modificationalists have 

created a new class of cars, which they call “resto-

mods.” These are older vehicles with modern 

drivetrains and amenities, including air conditioning 

and modern electronics. Originalists are repulsed. 

My preferences are moderation and toleration. I 

have three cars that are highly original, and one that 

is not. As a rule, I’ve found that the British car hobby 

is not too hung up on rules. Maybe that’s not such a 

bad thing. I’ll avoid paint protection film, though. 

At top: an Aston Martin DB5 that won at Pebble Beach in 

2016, and a DB4 barn find that sold for $502,405 in 2011. 

 

or 
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Spannering 

Advice on Repairs, Parts, and Services 

 

 

 tion lap/shoulder belt from under the stowed con-

vertible top. If the inertia reel retractor works, the 

belt has been drawn back under the folded top. If 

not, it is in a puddle around the seat waiting for you 

to untangle it before you snap it across yourself. 

There are ready-made (albeit pricey) solutions on 

the market, but what British car owner shrinks from 

the challenge of creating a hack and saving a buck 

or two in the process? 

My MGB-owning younger brother, Alan McDonald, 

is no stranger to scrapyards and it was during one 

of his recent forays into his favorite automotive re-

cyclers that he found a solution to the seatbelt is-

sue that was both cheap and a project. Here is a 

brief step-by-step how-to guide to creating your 

own pair of seatbelt guides for your MGB 

First, locate a suitable donor car in the form of a 

late-nineties Chevy 

Cavalier two-door 

coupe. They look 

something like this: 

GM designed a 

heavy plastic seat-

belt guide that 

attached under the 

headrest of this 

generation of Cava-

lier. This is what 

you're looking for: 

You'll need to re-

move the seatbelt 

guide from under the headrest. This will involve 

raising the headrest to its full height and then re-

moving a wire ring from around each headrest post. 

Access is gained by cutting the upholstery at the 

base of the two posts and cutting the rings with 

wire cutters. The headrest will pull out and you can 

Honey, Why is It Taking So Long? 
submitted by Scott Paradise, with photos by the author 

Sound familiar? My wife and I usually sit down and 

"debrief" each other in the evening as to our respec-

tive day's events. She goes on about meeting friends 

for lunch, walking the bay with the dog, what we are 

having for dinner, how our daughter's day was at 

high school and other juicy tidbits.  

When it's my turn, I really am at a loss. Do you really 

want to hear about restoring a car? She says she 

does . . .she must love me but I do not bore her with 

the details.  

Take, for instance, the heater box from the 

TR6. Completely disassembled, media blasted 

(thanks Noel E,) flushed, pressure tested and paint-

ed. Good as new. Now on to the vents, hoses, brack-

ets and clamps...all refurbished. Good as new. 

I think I spent 4 or 5 days on this sub-project, which 

does not give me much material for the debriefs. 

Thank God I am a good listener! Now, the only thing 

left on this project is to bolt it all back up behind the 

dashboard where no one will see it for another 50 

years. I could go on but I have an appointment with 

my therapist. [Scott, we share your malady-Ed.] 

MGB Seatbelt Guide 
submitted by Rodney McDonald,  

with photos by the author 

Most drivers of MGB roadsters here in the States are 

well familiar with the hassle of finding the combina-



A little cleanup of the oval hole will be in order. A 

fine file or sandpaper will do the trick, although this 

part will live under your headrest. It's up to you. At 

this point, if you were not lucky enough to score a 

pair of the guides in a color that compliments you 

MGB's interior, you can paint them using any one of 

a number of fine spray paints formulated for vinyl or 

plastic.  

Slip the plastic headrest cover retainer and the newly

-adapted guide onto your MGB headrest in the cor-

rect orientation. Since the guide adds about 3/8" 

more thickness, you may need to replace the screws 

with some that 

are appropri-

ately longer. 

Return the 

headrest to 

the MGB seat 

and feed your 

unruly seatbelt 

through the 

split in the guide. Stand back and admire your work. 

A refreshing adult beverage is optional.  

The guides can be obtained from your local you-pull-

it scrappers for slightly more than the lint in your 

pockets. Alan bought a pair for less than five bucks 

from one of the local yards in Mobile. [Great tip, Rod-

ney—as an MGB owner, I can attest the struggle is real.-

Ed.] 
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remove the parts you came for—the guides. 

Get them back to your workshop/lair/kitchen table 

and remove the headrests from your 1970 through 

1980 MGB. Turn them over and you will see a plastic 

piece that holds the vinyl headrest cover on. It is 

attached with two screws. Remove the screws and 

slip the plastic piece off. This will be your template 

for the next steps. 

 As if by magic, the two screw holes on the plastic 

retainer match the two headrest post holes on the 

Cavalier seatbelt re-

tainer. All you need to 

do is center the two 

sets of holes and mark 

the location of the 

MGB headrest post on 

the Cavalier seatbelt 

guide: 

Once the location for the MGB headrest post has 

been marked on the 

Chevy seatbelt guide, 

you'll need to choose 

your favorite oval-hole-

making tool from your 

arsenal and get to it. 

Since he does not have 

access to a well-

equipped machine 

shop, Alan drilled two 

holes in the oval he 

marked out on the 

Cavalier guide: 

 The next step is to 

open up the oval. Alan 

used a jig saw with a 

coarse toothed blade. 

You could use a Dremel 

tool or other cutter to 

accomplish this 

step. At this point your 

adapted Cavalier seat-

belt guide should 

something like this: 
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Electric Trolley Buses in Belfast 

submitted by Noel Eagleson 

With all the “current” hype surrounding the environ-

mental advantages of going green and abandoning 

our beloved internal combustion petrol engines, I 

thought I would share a little nostalgia with you. 

In the late 1930’s and just prior to the commence-

ment of WW2, Belfast, like a number of other major 

cities throughout the United Kingdom, was experi-

encing significant industrial and housing expansion, 

particularly in the green field suburbs. 

With the city expanding and the old, antiquated, 

tramway system requiring considerable capital in-

vestment and laying of new track, the decision was 

made to scrap the trams and look for an alternative 

replacement. Along with several other mainland 

cities, Belfast decided to introduce the innovative 

trolley bus as a more modern, comfortable and flexi-

ble public transport service. Having already invested 

heavily in an electrical infrastructure such as gener-

ating capacity and cabling, the trolley bus emerged 

as a compromise able to use locally-produced elec-

tricity. 

On 28th March 1938, the first experimental trolley 

bus service commenced; however, unlike tram cars, 

the trolley buses were single-ended and required a 

significant turning circle at each terminus. It would 

seem that the experiment was an unqualified suc-

cess and the city corporation elected to place an ini-

tial order for 114 AEC trolley buses with GEC electri-

cal equipment and sixty-eight seat Harkness body-

work. The Belfast system would expand, finally be-

coming the second largest in the UK after London. It 

had a total of 17 routes and a maximum fleet of 245 

trolley buses. 

Mid-1950s – 1968 

Throughout the 1950’s Belfast continued adding to 

its fleet of trolley buses and included makes such as 

AEC, Guy and interestingly 11 Sunbeam buses 

bought second hand from Wolverhampton. All were 

double decker and with the exception of the Sun-

beams were twin rear axle. possibly to support the 

immense weight of electrical equipment including 

huge batteries. 

By the mid 1960’s petrol and diesel omnibuses were 

beginning to gain favor as an alternative in a lot of 

UK cities and Monday 13th May 1968 saw Belfast 

without electric traction for the first time since 

1905. 

During the mid-1960’s I can still clearly recall riding 

the trolley buses from suburban Castlereagh into 

the City Centre. Each bus had a regular driver and 

conductor with the conductor issuing and punching 

your ticket and occasionally shouting out the next 

stop for passengers who were unfamiliar with where 

to get off. One drawback was that there were times 

at a busy intersection when the electric trolley 

would jump off the overhead wires causing a nice 

electric spark display, much to the consternation of 

the conductor who had to quickly exit and with a 

Spare Parts 

General News and Information 

AEC Trolley bus circa 1942 (note wartime headlight dimmers and 

restricted destination display) 



long insulated wooden pole replace the offending 

trolley. Trolley buses would travel like a huge silent 

mammoth and I marveled at how quickly they gained 

speed when taking off from a bus stop. Indeed, the 

driver seemed to relish getting a long stretch of road 

with no people at the bus stops, and he would silent-

ly get up a decent speed. The interior seating was 

very comfortable with well-padded vinyl support, 

and the addition of good heating on the many in-

clement days, made for a pleasant journey. Inter-

estingly, smoking was only allowed on the upper 

deck, and during rush periods was to be avoided at 

all costs. Initially the buses were painted in a blue 

and white livery. After WW2 this was changed to the 

new Belfast Corporation livery of red and cream. 

Will we see the return to electric or introduction of 

hydrogen power as viable forms of public transporta-

tion around the UK and Europe? Perhaps, and Volvo 

would appear to be leading the field with several ex-

perimental public service vehicles on trial. 

Spare Parts 

General News and Information 
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AEC Trolley bus circa 1960 heading to city centre. (other 

interesting classics in picture include left, Hillman Minx, Ford 

Anglia 5cwt van Ford Popular or Prefect and Wolseley 1500) 

In Britain Jaguar, Land Rover are forging ahead with 

a full range of electric-powered cars and off-road 

vehicles. Here in the US a number of major automo-

tive manufacturers have already pledged to be pro-

ducing fully electric vehicles by 2025 to 2030 - a tall 

order indeed. 

I acknowledge Mike Maybin for his excellent book 

“Belfast Transportation—from Horse Tram to Met-

ro.” [In the US, the real challenge might be to get a na-

tion of “rugged individualists” to use public transport at 

all.-Ed.] 

MG Shows Roadster Concept 

Last month’s Spark & Spanner included a photo of a 

red coupe bearing an MG logo. The marque’s Chi-

nese owners are planning a return to MG’s sporting 

heritage in the form of an electric sports car. 

At the recent Shanghai Motor Show, MG unveiled 

the Cyberster, its first roadster in ten years.   Accord-

ing to AutoExpress, “MG says the concept was de-

signed as a ‘nod to the MGB Roadster of yesteryear.’ 

However, the firm is treating the Cyberster as more 

than a trip down memory lane. So while some styling 

elements have been retained from the MGB (such as 

the long bonnet, short tail and round headlamps), 

the rest of the concept is littered with futuristic de-

sign cues.” [Ed. thanks Tony McLaughlin for this lead.] 

MG Cyberster 
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Auction Roundup 

1974 Triumph TR6 

Sold for $25,000 on Bring a Trailer 

Finished in red over black, with tan carpets, this very 

nice TR6 featured a hardwood dash, refurbished 

seats, and extensive engine and undercarriage work. 

1965 Sunbeam Tiger 

Sold for $77,500 on Bring a Trailer 

An award-winner in dark green over black, this Tiger 

offered a 302 V8, a five-speed Dale’s Restorations 

gearbox, Panasport wheels, and Wilwood brakes. 

2011 Jaguar XFR 

Sold for $23,500 on eBay 

Listed by a dealer in the Chicagoland area, this 

Ultimate Black over Warm Charcoal Jaguar showed 

less than 26,000 miles from new, and had a score of 

95 on its Autocheck report. The buyer [that would be 

me-Ed.] reports that the 510hp supercharged V8 

saloon is just as nice, and performs just as well, as 

would be expected. 

[See “Weak and Rusty,” next page, for more information 

about the selling and buying experience.-Ed.] 

Spare Parts 

General News and Information 

For Sale 

Early Model Spridget Drivetrain 

Scott Paradise has a complete drivetrain for an early 

model Austin Healey Sprite / MG Midget. Reasonable 

offers will be entertained.  Contact Scott at 251-458-

8225 for more information. 

TR6 Carpet, free to good home 

Scott also has a nearly complete set of almost new 

black carpets for a Triumph TR6.  See contact 

information in previous ad. 

1979 MGB Roadster 

As mentioned in the “Sparks” section of this 

newsletter, health issues force the sale of Dennis 

Groebe’s BRG roadster. The car will soon be in 

running and driving condition. If you would like to 

see the car, or learn more about it, send an email to 

SparkSpanner@gmail.com and it will be routed to 

Dennis. The car will also be at the May 1 Fairhope 

Arts and Crafts display. 

Triumph TR 7 Monza Exhaust System 

Here is a great opportunity to buy a brand new 

Monza exhaust system to fit TR7’s years 1975—80. 

The seller, Robert Reichert, can be contacted at 251- 

979-1849. Bob lives of Hwy 181 near Malbis in 

Baldwin County. Bob is asking for a fair offer and has 

additional TR7 parts new in packages. Please call 

after 5:00 p.m. 
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Weak and Rusty 

Michael King, Editor, Spark & Spanner 

Buying and Selling 

Last month, I wrote that I sold my Corvette and 

bought a 2011 Jaguar XFR, so we could get my wife a 

new truck. I’ve had no regrets, but buying and selling 

four cars was more complicated than I expected. 

Let’s start with the “easiest” purchase—my wife’s 

new Ram 1500 pickup. We spent one Saturday after-

noon visiting several dealerships to confirm our pref-

erence for the Ram, and bought it the following Sat-

urday at the dealer in Milton, Fla., who had a truck in 

the trim level and color scheme she wanted. I made 

what I thought was a fair offer, they countered, and 

we reached a compromise closer to my number than 

theirs. The finance manager made all the paperwork 

very easy (they actually use a touchscreen system) 

and we were in and out in a couple of hours. 

Buying the Jaguar was also relatively easy. I found 

the car on eBay, asked the seller a few questions 

through the site, made an offer, and was accepted. 

Paying for the car was a bit more complicated—eBay 

likes PayPal, which I have, but after an attempted 

fraud, I no longer have my bank account linked to 

PayPal, so everything was going through my credit 

card. I paid in part via PayPal and wired the rest. 

I mentioned last month that I sold the Corvette to a 

dealer in Ohio. They really did their best to make 

that transaction go well, but since I still owed money 

on the car, they had to pay it off, wait for the lien to 

be released, get a paper copy of the Florida electron-

ic title sent to me, and arrange to pick up the car. 

The dealer’s representative arrived on April 20, near-

ly seven weeks after I agreed to sell them the car. 

Finally, perhaps the most complicated transaction 

was selling my wife’s old vehicle, a Chevy Avalanche. 

I’d had poor results the last time I tried to sell a car 

on Craigslist, but sold that car quickly through Face-

book Marketplace. That’s where I started with the 

Avalanche, and I had someone very interested, but 

they did not pan out, and new leads stopped com-

ing. I then turned to eBay, and sold it in an auction 

format, achieving my reserve. The fee was just $55. 

With Facebook and eBay, I had several scam 

attempts. Watch out for “buyers” who offer a cash 

price if you will end the auction early, especially if 

they ask you if you have a payment account. 

Since I’ve not used “Bring a Trailer,” I reached out to 

two members who have. Scott Paradise sold a 1974 

Triumph TR6 there, and said this: 

I am convinced that Bring a Trailer is the best way 

to get top dollar for your car. That said you have 

to be patient. It takes weeks after you submit the 

car for it to come to auction. Take good pictures. 

If you can't take good pictures hire someone that 

can. And lots of them. There will be lots of ques-

tions about the car. Answer every one of them 

and do not get snippy. If someone ask for a better 

picture of your particular part of the car, take it 

and get it posted. In other words, be patient and 

accommodating. Finally, do not be too worried 

about the bids being low, because as you know 

the real fun doesn't start till the last 5 minutes. 

Jim O’Brien, who recently sold his 1965 Sunbeam 

Tiger on Bring a Trailer, added this: 

I would echo everything Scott said. I like the for-

mat because you get scrutiny from all sorts of 

folks and it gives an opportunity to fully describe 

the car: good and bad. I was pleased with the out-

come and the buyer is happy as well. 

Happy sellers and happy buyers—I’m sold. [This 

month’s “Auction Roundup” features these sales.-Ed.] 



Thank You Sponsors! 

Bodiford Automotive 

Brian Daly 

Cracked Nut Enterprises 

Darby Classic Restoration 

David Turnipseed 

Fairhope Evergreen Investments 

Frank & Sherry Stabler 

In Memory of Brad Klees 

Jarvis Law Firm, PC 

John & Rosa Little 

Licia Waddington 

Linda Ross 

Mardi Gras MGs 

Mutt Manor 

Paradise Home Inspections 

Robb& Elisabeth Ogletree 

Ron Wolverton & Becky Kramer 

Shaklee Health- Coach Jennifer Wilson 

Taber’s Toybox 

The Jarvis Family 

The Royal British Legion 

Tommy & Joanne Hartwell 

W. R. Bishop 

Ken McElhaney 

Tom Schmitz in 

Memory of Jeanne 

Schmitz 

Caroline & 

George Brown 

Dr. Carl H. & 

Laura Kauffman 

Ginger Black 

Kia Mazda 

BigBoard 

30th Annual British Car Festival 
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SABCC Grille Badges 

The South Alabama British 

Car Club commissioned a 

grille badge featuring our 

fabulous club logo. These 

heavy enameled, 3-1/2 

inch high badges on 

chrome plated metal are 

the perfect companion for 

your British car. The club 

has subsidized the cost so 

that the member price is 

only $20.00. 

Since we’re not having meetings, send an email 

SparkSpanner@gmail.com and we’ll make 

arrangements to get one to you-. 

SABCC is a Chapter of NAMGBR 

Spark & Spanner Submissions 

Go ahead: make Ed.’s day. It’s as easy as typing an 

email. That’s right, Ed. Is looking for your submis-

sions for Spark & Spanner. 

Every issue will include the following: 

• Activities Calendar: SABCC events, local and na-

tional car shows, and other events worth noting 

• Sparks: news about club members, activities, and 

events 

• Spannering: stories on car repairs, restoration 

projects, tips and tricks, and a new subcategory - 

ideas on prepping a car for a show 

• Spare Parts: Auction Roundup, news items on 

the British car industry, the collector car hobby, 

and anything else Ed. Finds interesting 

When material is submitted, these sections will be 

included: 

• Gotcha!: stories of how members acquired their 

cars 

• Just Around the Bend: Synopses of upcoming car 

shows and other events 

• Feature Stories: Longer submissions of general 

interest, such as the Dezerland story in this issue 

• Classifieds: Sell your car or car parts - or let other 

members know what you’d like to buy 

Submissions should be sent to SparkSpan-

ner@gmail.com. Almost any text format is accepta-

ble. Please include relevant photos.  
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Special Request 

A club member has suggested building a resource 

database. This could include parts suppliers, ser-

vices, sources of information, or any other resource 

you’ve found helpful to restore, repair, maintain, or 

enjoy your British car. Please send the name, con-

tact information, brief description, and comments 

to SparkSpanner@gmail.com. Ed. will publish the 

directory in an upcoming issue. 



South Alabama British Car Club 

PO Box 18036 

Mobile, AL 36618 

Spark & Spanner 

And now, for something completely different . . . 

Find us on Facebook! Look for our Facebook page, 

South Alabama British Car Club, and our Facebook 

group, Friends of South Alabama British Car Club. 
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Many of us were saddened by the passing, at age 99, of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Unbeknownst to most, the Duke, a 

longtime Land Rover aficionado, commissioned and designed this Defender to carry his mortal coil on its final journey.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59690721805/

