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IT SOUNDS APPEALING

I am going to appeal and take this case all the way to the 
Supreme Court!  Post judgment, your opposing counsel states 
that he is going to appeal a post-judgment order.  What is the 
right of appeal?  What is a final judgment?  This article will 
review the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals in civil cases 
and its ability to consider a “claim of appeal”.

Claims of Appeal under the Michigan
Court Rules

The jurisdiction of the Michigan Court of Appeals to entertain 
a claim of appeal is limited by MCR 7.203.  In civil cases, the 
Court of Appeals only has jurisdiction to hear claims based 
on a final judgment and claims under 7.203(A)(1)(a)(iii-v).  
MCR 7.203(A)(1) provides:

(A) Appeal of Right. The court has jurisdiction 
of an appeal of right filed by an aggrieved 	
party from the following:

(1) A final judgment or final order of the 
circuit court, or court of claims, as defined in 
MCR 7.202(6), except a judgment or order of 
the circuit court

(a) on appeal from any other court or 
tribunal;(ii) an order designated as final 
under MCR 2.604(B);

***
An appeal from an order described in MCR 
7.202(6)(a)(iii) (v) is limited to the portion of 
the order with respect to which there is an 
appeal of right.

How do the Court Rules define a final judgment?  For the 
definition, we need to refer to MCR 7.202(a)(6).  It states:

(6) "final judgment" or "final order" means:

(a) In a civil case,

(I) the first judgment or order that disposes 
of all the claims and adjudicates the rights 
and liabilities of all the parties, including 
such an order entered after reversal of an 
earlier final judgment or order;

(ii) an order designated as final under 
MCR 2.604(B);

(iii) in a domestic relations action, a 
postjudgment order affecting the custody 
of a minor,

(iv) a postjudgment order awarding or 
denying attorney fees and costs under 
MCR 2.403, 2.405, 2.625 or other law 
or court rule,

(v) an order denying governmental 
immunity to a governmental party, 
including a governmental agency, official, 
or employee under MCR 2.116(C)(7) or 
an order denying a motion for summary 
disposition under MCR 2.116(C)(10) 
based on a claim of governmental 
immunity;

It is important to recognize MCR 7.203(A)(1)’s limitation of 
claims of appeal to the first final judgment.  In some civil cases, 
there can be more than one final judgment.  A subsequent 
final judgment is not subject to a claim of appeal.  A good 




