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Reyal Ok attorney Damd M, Findling (s
Enown as “The Judges' Garbage Man® He
Toag Dedld guite a repedafion as an enybrose of
caurt orders and collector of coeraug cheld

suppart.

Deering 1988, Findling collected nearly
FI50,000 in back child support in Worae
Coungy along —— money that, without him,
iy hape never been seen by farmer sponses
e fheir children.

Findling's emphosis on complionee with
entrt oralars end fis ebilily fo collect seem-
ingly wroollectible diebis have mode fim, ar-
guehly, the most feored afforney in the fTeld.

In fact, some fudges have sven threadened
toappoint Finaling to o case just to focilitate
u.ﬂlﬂm‘uﬂl

wmmﬁmaimhﬂmi

him: collect on cases involwing high-profile
rames For example, ke recently lquidated

the penstan of former Red Wing defernseman
WHuHubu'und applied £f fo Huber's wn-

sipport obligatione And if they doa't pay
thay hetter be Looking over their abowlder be-
cause “The Judges' Garboge Man™ may be
covndng fo clean up.

Wy dlicl you becomne a launer and what
» 15 300F ¥

1 became a lawyer becauss of the op-
» portunity it provides me to make a dif-
ferance in proples” lives, | specialize in an-
farcement of court orders and collection of
child suppaort.

Hown did you gel into collecfing back
Q&ﬂ’iﬂdmm't?

A I was appointed as o successor recaly-
« 41 by an attorney who had fallen 1. I
then litigated & non-dischargeability action
in the Hnn]-r.ruptqrﬂumt &8 receiver. 'I']'-a
debtor was attemptin mlurT:
ml;mr-uhltnmn htn:

that recalverships ware an uudeu'uﬁl'l:-a-i
remaedy and began to promote their use and
tor roquost that the courts appoint ma.

Q Hote did you get the nickname, “The
wifudges’ Carbage Man?®

A t's one [ made up mysalf It's becmase
« [ aim waally appointed in the mast dif-
fieult cases. These cases defy resalution in a
typleal manner by the court. As the judge’s
court officer, it is my responsibility to soe to
it that the problem goes nway.

Q Haww o vou feel about the nickname?
"

A [ lowa it, [ am Aattored by the traat the
« court has placed in me. 1t is difficult o

comvey the frustration experienced by the
partios and the court in the cases [ am ap-
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pointed on. Judges do not have the ability to
anforce thair orders. If soeveone chooses not
to comply, enforcement can only be had
through & judge’s court officers, [ am able to
change the dynamic in these difficult cases
and tosee to {t that the judge's orders are car-
rind out.

Wl racdees yotd clfemand from other o
« farmeye who oo the some thing?

A‘[ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂuﬂ]ﬂm& sirong emphasis
on compliance with the court’s orders,

However, this is balanced with respect for
the pecpla that [ des] with and & tion
as to how things work in the real world.

Q How do you get the job done?

A Utznsally | start out by malking sura that
« my order is emtorod by the conart, [t en-
marates the powasrs granted to me by the
court. Then [ want to meet with the former
spousa, They usually koow & lot abowt the
person [ hove bosn appointed over (Ehair as-
sats, the way they di buaimess, and so fiorth),
Sometimes it requires litigating & foudulont
eomvaypines action bocmse the support pay-
ar had deeded his bouss te his girlfrlend for
$1. Sometimes it requires that [ go out with
the builiff to their place of business or homa
to seiza nesats.

Q D you bave any spectal fechinigroes?
-

A 01d fashicned polico work. | have a spe-
siial database [ use to obtain Anancial
ln&mﬂhuuahmﬂﬂ:u- Eulppnrt- payar. [ con-
duct in physically go out
with my ahdﬂumtﬂ.lmh
a hands-an approach.

The receivership remedy offers the court
and tha receiver a mimber of taals that do nat
exist without a receiver. An understanding
of the rale of a resaiver and the rlm-dd.-u
availabla holp me in assisting the court.

Hope you ever been accrsed of emplay-
» ing “sleasy” factics or dotng anyihing
grestionable to gef pecple ko pay?

Most are surprised by the aggressive

sway that | go about collecting. [ dom't

do erediter's eeama. If they want ta work with
e, fima.

Howaver, if  have any indication that they

aren't going to comply, I don't waste my en-

ergy. [ just go ot and do everything possible

o onforee the court's orders.

Whai is yowr sueesss rafe on Hhese oos-
« eaf

A The atiorneys and the courts doa good
o job of sexoening my cases so [ am mot
appointed to simply snoop around, There
usually is an indication that there are sme
asiieks from which to collect. My job B fAmd-
fng a way to reach them. [ would put my mac-
ceas rate at arcund 90 porcent.

o muech have you collecked 5o far in
» 1990F

A Ploase e aware that [ am not only ap-
«painted to eollect child support. Fre-
quently, it & toenforce the sale of real estats
or to effectuate transfer of marital property

In Wayne County this yoar, [ hnve collect-
od $140,561.

Wha are some of the bigger names from
« trhior you Rooe been able o collece?

Wilhalm Hubar was a former Red Wing
defensemarn. [ recently Hquidated hia

pencion and applied thet tounpsid child sup-
port.

Q What are some of the bMggest amountad

A the largest amount [ colloct-
+«0d was FL72,002.45 in the case of
Manke o Maoks, Mr, Maske had been mov-
ing meney out of his bank sccount and into
an account in his brother's and sister's name.
[ wag able lo Jocate the money and them com-
manced a fraudulent comveyance action
against the brother and sister,

The judge granted my mation for summa-
v disposition and the funds were applied to
unpaid child Mr. Manke was aven
hald in contompt by the court and was in jadl
upon my Appalniment.

However, avan ha had to spand 90
days in jail, he never disclosed thet he had
conkrod over the funds. It is my understand-
ing that ultmataly he committed suicide at
the courtheusa,

Do yvou have any inferesting Hores
Q.mmﬂmm

A Reeantly T went out with my bailiff to
sanize the bar of a father who owed
80,000 in hack child support. Unbelknowmst

to ma, he had agresd with his spouss o can-
cel the srrearage. This was done becanss he
had beon supporting his son directly and not
through the Friend of the Court.

Howsver, his attorney filed to obtals my
consent to the order, 50 [ was unaware that

thiy had reached this ant. The beiliff
and [ were so anddened by his misfortuns
that, by the end of the evening, we wera con-
soling him.

fmnathor favorite wis when [ dissovered
that thoe support payer had given his girl-
friend o life eatate in his hausa with him ba-
ing the remaindorman. [ sued the girlfriond
om a frasdulent conveyanos theory. [t was ao
transparent that he had given ber a life as-
tate to protect the asset his ereditor

What message do you have for all the

» parents cul there whe owe sverdie
sripport ¥

The court is willing to work with thoss

who owe money. However, those that

choose to avoid their obligations should

watch cut. Somatimos the judges oven use
me na i threat.

One time, the judges asked me to tall the
attornays and thoir clients what was moing
to happon if [ got appointed. The judge later
told me that the threat of my appolntmaent
resutted in tho settlament of the case,
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