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'Milestone a proud moment
for Farmington Hills attorney

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Fred S. Findling and The
Findling Law Firm in Roval
Ouk are celebrating their 50th
anniversary. He's found that 4
diverse practice is the key to
SUCCESS.

"If you take a variety of
cases, it makes the practice
interesting,” said the 76-year-
old Findling. He's also enjoved
cases with human interest: “S5o
that made the work more
interesting. That's what Kept
e going.”

Findling, & Farmington Hills
resident, became a member of
the State Bar of Michigan on
Jan. 23, 1957,

He was born tn L':r.lh:lt_f,m*,
Germany, and is a survivor of
the Holocaust where both of
his parents died. His futher
was shot in Poland and his
mother gassed at Anschwitz-
Birkensu. As an 1i-year-old, he
fled Europe and came to
Dretroit as an orphan,

MOVED TO DETROIT

The younger Findling wiusin
hiding in southern France dur-
ing the war vears before com-
ing to Detroit. *I suppose |
knew the only way I could
mike i decent living was to
pursue an education, he sad,
He heard about others without
cillege who made o good T
mg, but stuck with school
seven years: “1 don't know
what it was that made me per-
severe and say T wait.™

“Scholarships were scarce in
those days so we had vo work, 1
did n‘i*rjril:l'lug that eare
along” He was a busboy and
worked the school candy connt-
er. In law school, Findling was
a dorm proctor, keeping track
of student comings :mrf: gnings
fior the building.

In 1954, he received a bache-

Findling

lor'’s degree and in 1956, a juns
doctor degree from Wayne State
University, He's admitted o all
state and federal courts, includ-
ing the LLS, Supreme Court.
Findling's legal career began
in the Cadilloe Tower i
Pletronl
Paivad Finddling, Diarren
Findling and Daniel Finding,
liave joined his firm, The
Findling Law Firm has 12
!_",1.-.:.1,'I s and more thdh 40
cimployees.

CIVIL RIGHTS

Early in his career; Fred
Findling was dravwn to civil
rights. In 1963, he spent time
in Danville; Va., representing
African Americans who were
charged with demonstrating.
He then filed Habeas Corpus
Petitions for 365 incarcerated

Three of his sans,

people in the Virginia Supreme
Court even after he was threat-
ened to leave the state within
24 hours for his satety.

“Those were the days when
idenlistic voung lawyers all
responded to theeall” he snid
of the civil nghts movement,
citing lawver Dean Robb and
other local lawver-activists as
motivating him.

Findling was then in the
Wational Lawvers Guild and on
the board of the Detroit chap-
ter. “We were all active in those
dayz. We were all interested in
vivil rights” He was then a
voung married man, but went
to Danwville and Rachmond to
try to get people out of jail.

“I stayed up all night mimeo-
graphing copies,” he recalled.
He was threatened and the
court wouldn t accept his
papers, The people remained
belind bars,

L Lretroil, he represented
eivil richts activists: During the
1967 riots, he wasa pro bono
attorney for hundreds of riot-
ers appearing in Recorders
Count

Findling recalled the arouna-
the-clock legal wark for prelim-
inary exams then in Recorders
Court, °] was one of the team
beads.” There were 6,000 peo-
ple incarcerated on Belle Lsle,
mastly for curfew violation,

He was a pioneer in Chapler
13 Bankruptey law. “T was

known as Lucky 13" he said,
describing the process to help
stop foreciosures during the
1970s and 19805 and bevomnd.
He lectured at the University
of Michigan Law School and
the Institute of Continuing
Legal Education.

Hecently, he obtained an
award in an auto case totaling
over $4.9 million and anocther
for 1.3 million. Findlings
seen o lat of changes in the law
in his years of practice. .

In the beginning, there 25
weren't court rules which latér
simplified things. He recalled
the cumbersome need to type .
documents and make carbon
copies,

“That was cumbersome.
Form was very important.”

He and The Findling Law
Firm host a weekly radio show
titled “The Findling Law
Hour” 3-4 p.m. Saturdays an
g7.1 FM. He has Tour childpes .
from his first marriage and twd
from his second. In addition o
the sons at the firm, his oldest -
dauvghter, a Ph.D., s assistant
director for a laree foundation.
in San Francisco. :

“She's the most popular
woman in San Francisco, She
gives away all that money.” His.
Voungest bwo children are at
Wiiyne State already or due 1o
enroll this fall

Foar additionnl imformation,
visit www, FindlingLaw.com
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