
Sisters & brothers in Christ,  

     We are fast-approaching lovely Halloween. It’s not one of 

my favorites, but perhaps that’s because I have an 

embarrassing costume past that didn’t involve going to 

people’s houses for candy, necessarily, but to be part of the 

local parade in hopes of winning top-notch prizes…top-

notch for small-town northwest Ohio, at least. To go along 

with my U.S. Presidential history nerdiness, I put on a top-

hat and a beard for Lincoln, got in a wheelchair and a thin 

smoke pipe to be FDR, and even busted out some hair-

coloring spray to be Ross Perot during his campaign stint 

(since, obviously, we had to be related somehow). It’s 

slightly embarrassing, but nevertheless…it’s there.  

      I wonder about the parallels between Halloween parades 

and the masses of people (even if there aren’t quite as much 

as there used to be) who walk/drive to their respective 

worship services. We wouldn’t call them “costumes,” that 

we put on, but, for many, the “Sunday best” idea still 

applies. But it’s not just that. We put on our “Sunday best” 

behavior/attitude/prayerfulness, but the crowds that line the 

street of our life know us when we’re not wearing or putting 

on any kind of best of anything. They know us during the 

day-to-day, those just as important of days in between the 

Sabbaths in terms of making a Gospel-impacting difference 

on the world around us.  

      So…do they see flat-out hypocrisy that the church, the 

so-called “body of Christ,” often gets criticized for? Or do 

they see how much the Sabbath directly impacts, for the 

better, the remainder of those day-day-day difference-

makings? Or is it a little bit of all the above and then some? 

They know we make mistakes, just like them. They know 

we’re just as human, regardless of how many prayers or how 

many Communions. But we have this urge to keep on 

returning in whatever attire, in whatever mindset after that 

particular week/life, to return to this God of unbelievable 

mercy and compassion. 
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     The parade that often receives the most attention from Jesus’ life tends to be the one on a Sunday that we 

recognize commences the holiest of weeks. We saw a “Sunday best” of sorts not just from Jesus in his usual 

humble crowd-loving Messiah-ship, but we also saw the “Sunday best” from the crowds too, as they shouted 

“Hosanna!” and other praises to the Lord of lords. However, the ultimate difference-making not just for the 

best-turned-worst behavior crowd, but also, for those of us with great and not-so-great moments, is the 

embarrassing parade that the self-indulged humanity forced upon Him; when, dressed in the worst of the 

physical human condition, He took a cross and paraded it not just up a hill, but into our very hearts. 

     The ultimate “Sunday best” comes that next Sunday, when the Resurrection, ironically enough, sealed our 

fate. Those embarrassing moments of a lifetime are there for sure, not just what our humanity did to the Lord of 

life, but what we’ve done ourselves: not just the days in between Sabbaths, but even on Sundays and Saturdays 

too. Nevertheless, this is the God with the ultimate difference-maker in Jesus Christ, who went into our worst, 

and still managed more than enough love left over to shatter a tomb of hatred and death wide open. We’ll try 

our daily best with the help of prayers/Communions/body of Christ joint-supports, but even when we fall in 

front of the crowds, this Jesus will be right there at the bottom with us, and show us the way up, even for 

eternity. Thanks be to God indeed! Amen (so let it be). 

 

            In Christ, 

            Pastor Brad 

 
 

 

    

   For worship on October 14, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday, 

and we will take time during our 11AM service to sing “For the Healing of 

the Nations,” as we keep in mind how much this God loves all the nations 
throughout the world. 

 

   Then, on October 21, mark your calendars for a later start time for our 
worship that Sunday morning. It will be at 11:30AM instead of 11 in order to 

accommodate a congregational meeting after Covenant’s service that day for 

Pastor Brad to attend.  

 
   Finally, the weekend of November 3/4, we will take time during our 

worship services to remember those who have died since last All Saints Day 

in 2018. If you have anyone you would like recognized, please contact the 
church office by October 30.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjc4MWV7MTdAhUC84MKHXAoAG8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://davidschristiancentre.org/the-priority-of-worship/&psig=AOvVaw39DzrgA_pNmN9FqMff7VWY&ust=1537370114378038


We ask you to keep the following sisters 
and brothers in Christ in your prayers: 
 
Jenny Bennett  Ed Uhlir                
Cathy Gallagher  Trudy Weidman 
Richard Jakubcin  Mardell Weiss          
Hazel Schwab                Clara Wilcox  
George Tomaselli Dave Wilcox 
   
If you wish to send any cards, please send 
them, or drop them off, to the church 
office, and we       will be sure to deliver 

them.  
 

 

4 Paul Loede 

  12 Colin Schatt 

  26 Martha Wasson 
  28 Robert Jakubcin 

  29 Mardell Weiss 

  30 Ron Schroeder 
 

  
  

12     Paul & Joann Loede 
17 Gary & Almut Zvosec 

 

 

 
We will continue our discussion of Your God is Too Small  
Mondays at 1 PM in Willmann Hall.   
 

Come join in the thoughtful and lively discussions! 
For a book, contact Norelle Gress. 

ngress@sbcglobal.net 
440-526-8473 

              Hoping to see you then…bring a friend! 
     We’re always welcoming visitors and new participants! 
 

mailto:ngress@sbcglobal.net


Minutes of Triune Lutheran Church Council Meeting of 10 September 2018 
 

Meeting opened at 6:00 PM with a prayer by Pastor Brad. 
 
Minutes of last meeting of 06 August 2018 were reviewed, having been previously approved. 
 
Jack reported our checking account balance as $4,400 and our last reported Thrivent Mutual Fund balance to be 
$155,157. Also reported that our property tax refund has still not yet been received. 
 
Jack reported, also, that he is working on straightening out confusion of records on our payment of 
of sewage charges; and that the parking lot resurfacing work has been let out to Buckeye Surface Maintenance 
Company, which was the low bidder. 
 
We discussed the rather sudden dissolution and departure of Sovereign Grace Community Church and it was noted 
that they have paid for two months of unused use of Willmann Hall. They left a few items of equipment in our hall, 
and Dale indicated intent to make contact with them as to disposal and/or our use of any of them. 
 
Bonnie reported that she is processing a number of inquiries for rental of our hall, and noted that she 
had to turn down a couple of Sunday usage inquiries before it was known that the SGCC congregation would no 
longer be using it. It was also noted that the hall is also now available for Sunday service by another congregation. 
 
Also, regarding hall usage, Jack is working on fair charges for use by two different new AA groups as we had discussed 
in last meeting. Purpose here is to offer outreach to help a very useful cause without suffering a financial loss. 
 
There was discussion of table arrangement in our hall of the congregational social meeting and potluck supper to be 
held on Thursday, 13 September. 
 
Pastor reminded us that he will be on vacation 30 September through October 9 and informed us of coverage to 
maintain pastoral service, if required, in his absence.  
 
Bonnie informed us that Jan has taken a job with Brecksville/Broadview Heights School System that will  
make it impossible to keep daytime office ours as presently scheduled, although she can continue to perform the 
administrative work, as she can work at odd hours in the office and from home. It was decided to work with this 
arrangement except that we must change our office hours availability to those when Pastor is scheduled to be in the 
office. 
 
Meeting was closed at 6:35 PM. 
 
 

Next Meeting at 6PM Monday 15 October 2018 
 

A Tribute to Ending Hunger 
DLM Food and Resources at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Akron, Ohio, is a place where families find 

nourishing food, warm clothes and an equally warm welcome.  

“At first glance, it’s not much different from any well-run, client-choice food pantry,” said Marla Wood Kay, a 

deacon and director of congregational ministries at Holy Trinity.  

But, Wood Kay said, “the idea for this ministry was born in a hospice room,” where Holy Trinity member 

Debra Manteghi was dying of cancer.  

For years, Manteghi had advocated for families. She developed Project RISE (Realizing Individual Strength 

through Education), a federally funded program connecting Akron Public Schools, shelters and community 

organizations to support students who are homeless.  



After her death, need and opportunity converged. “I had a desire to continue Debra’s ministry,” Wood Kay said. 

“Project RISE needed a food pantry to direct their families to.”  

In June 2017, Holy Trinity approved the food pantry ministry. Donations in Manteghi’s honor and a church 

endowment supported it for a planned fall opening.  

When it was time to name the new ministry, Manteghi’s son Amir and his fiancee, Monica Band, named it 

“DLM,” which stands for “Dare to Love More” and also “Debra Lynn Manteghi.”  

Since opening to guests on Oct. 14, 2017, DLM has grown, serving 75 families—300 people—on average per 

month. Wood Kay said DLM picks up 1,500 to 3,500 pounds of food three times per month and is a member of 

the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank, which provides food and other essential items to area hunger 

ministries.   

Project RISE refers families to DLM, and continued growth has been both a blessing and a challenge. “Last 

year [Project Rise] served 1,800 families who are experiencing homelessness in some form,” Wood Kay said. 

Nearly half of those served are 17 or younger.   

Rachel Breece, Project RISE special programs coordinator, describes DLM as “invaluable” to the families who 

learn about it during intake. “Our clients feel seen, heard and loved,” she said. “The ability to take one more 

thing off their plate is priceless.”  

Donele Hilton, DLM’s planning team chair and a Providence Baptist Church member who is involved with 

other homeless ministries, agrees: “Clients are shown care and respect, and I love to see their smiles.”   

While their parents shop, children read books and play games that were collected from Holy Trinity. Plans are 

underway to expand offerings beyond food, including more adult and children’s clothing, school uniforms and 

drop-in counseling.  

“These are some of the most vulnerable families in Akron,” Wood Kay said. “It’s been a blessing to reach out to 

people. They also come with spiritual gifts that feed me.”  

Courage to serve  

From the beginning, volunteers came from across Akron to help with DLM—from Holy Trinity’s congregation, 

other faith-based ministries and those who shared a desire to serve.  

Children also can come with their parents to help serve at the ministry. Amanda Mormino, a member of Holy 

Trinity who volunteered with her daughters, said, “The connections we made that day left us humbled and 

thankful for the vital ways our church reaches out to those in need in our community.”  

Volunteers, along with an ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant, help DLM thrive.  

Holy Trinity was encouraged to apply for the grant by its synod’s ELCA World Hunger leader. The 

congregation received $2,000, which helps provide new opportunities to increase refrigeration capabilities and 

purchase extra food.  

“ELCA World Hunger prioritizes ministries that are holistic and integrated, that is, done in relationship with 

others, wherein each partner brings their assets together to address the whole picture of hunger,” said Ryan 

Cumming, ELCA program director for hunger education.  

The grant gave intangible gifts too. “[It] helped me be a little more courageous,” Wood Kay said. “We could do 

this.”  

Her courage was further bolstered when she attended an Ohio workshop for hunger leaders. “It’s easy to wimp 

out,” she said. “Being around other like-minded people helps you to be bold.”  

DLM is a living memorial to Manteghi’s love for community. Wood Kay said this “sense of community” is 

Manteghi’s essence: “That’s what Debra was about—bringing people together.”   

Wood Kay also knows there are more people like Manteghi and seeds of new ministries waiting to grow. “That 

is the work of the Holy Spirit, weaving many different people together around the common vision that Christ 

gives,” she said.        - Rachel Hindrey, freelance reporter, LivingLutheran.org 



 

October   2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Bible Study 

@ 1 pm 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
 
 

AA @ 7pm 

3 4 
 
 
 
 
 
AA @ 8pm 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
WORSHIP 
@ 5 PM 

TIM MIZE 
 

7 
WORSHIP 
@11 AM  

 
 
  

8 
Bible Study 

@ 1 pm 
 

 
 

9 
 
  

 
 
 

AA @ 7pm 

10 
  

11 
 
 
 
 
 

AA @ 8 pm 

12 13 
WORSHIP 
@ 5 PM 

PASTOR BRAD 
 

14 
WORSHIP 
@11 AM  

 
 
  

15 
Bible Study 

@ 1 pm 
 

Council Mtg.  
@ 6pm 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

AA @ 7pm 

17 
  

18 
 
 
 
 
 

AA @ 8 pm 

19 20 
WORSHIP 
@ 5 PM 

TIM MIZE 

21 
WORSHIP 

@11:30 AM  

 
 

22 
Bible Study 

@ 1 pm 
 
 

  

23 
 
 
 

  
 

AA @ 7pm 

24 
   

25 
 
 
 
 
 

AA @ 8 pm 

26 27 
WORSHIP 
@ 5 PM 

PASTOR BRAD 
  

28 
WORSHIP 
@11 AM  

 
  

29 
Bible Study 

@ 1 pm 
 
 
 

  

30 
  
 
 
 
 

AA @ 7pm 

31    

 
 

 
If you have something you would like to put in the newsletter, please let us 

know by email, written letter, phone call or stopping by the office.  
 


