Triune Lutheran Church

Holy Trinity Sunday
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We thank you for joining us here
at Triune Lutheran Church, a
family united with you through
our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!
In order to make you feel more at home, here are a few notes about
our worship here. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
ask. We hope to make your time here as meaningful as possible!

 You are invited to speak the bold print, as well as sing along with
the psalm and hymns, which you will find in the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal in front of you in the pews.
 The portions marked with * are times when we invite you to stand,
as you are able.
 There will not be a separate time for an offering to be collected
during worship. If you wish to do so today, you may place your
offering in the offering plate at the back.
 The Communion elements are placed in the hallway/narthex just
outside the entrance doors to the sanctuary. We ask you bring
them to your seat and leave them until we reach the celebration of
holy Communion during worship, when you will be asked to
remove the lids and consume the bread (wafer), then the wine. If
you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the pastor know before
worship. We believe the body and blood of Christ is meant for
everyone, regardless of your church affiliation, and so feel free to
participate, if you feel so moved.
 For visitors, if you so choose, we encourage you to fill out a card
available in the pew to learn more about us.
 Bathrooms are available in the hallway.
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WELCOME
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
You may make the sign of the cross as a reminder that
nothing, not even sin, can separate you from God’s love in
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen!
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed a path of
steadfast love,
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of new life and hope
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors with joy.
Amen.
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Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are set free to love as God loves you!
Amen!
*GATHERING HYMN
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”

ELW 413

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the
universe and the beginning of time you are the triune God:
Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving
Spirit of wisdom. Guide us with your never-ending love, that
we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in
the glory he has already shared with us. Glory and praise to
you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!
FIRST READING
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
1Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?
2On the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
4“To you, O people, I call,
and my cry is to all that live.
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22The

LORD created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
23Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
26when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
27When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30then I was beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
31rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.”
Word of God, word of life!
Thanks be to God!
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PSALM

Psalm 8

1O |

LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out
of the mouths of in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies,
to silence the foe | and avenger.
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind| ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
5Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works | of your
hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
7all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!
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SECOND READING
Romans 5:1-5
1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we
have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
Word of God, word of life!
Thanks be to God!
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL
The Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord!

John 16:12-15

[Jesus said,] 12“I still have many things to say to you, but
you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify
me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to
you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”
This is the holy Gospel of our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
“Abide with Me”

ELW 629
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*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

9

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the
church, the creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
One God, giver of life, you established peace through your
Son and gave your whole church the hope of sharing in your
glory. As the Holy Spirit, enliven our Triune family to speak
and act in love for the sake of the world. God of grace, hear
our prayer.
Creator of all, you rejoice in creation and have given
humankind responsibility for the works of your hands. Instill
in everyone a passionate care for the earth, especially in
areas threatened by ecological devastation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Loving Redeemer, you delight in the human race. Move the
hearts of world leaders to seek wisdom, speak truth, and care
for all endangered by poverty, prejudice, or violence. Further
the work of international collaboration and peacemaking.
Watch over those serving in the armed forces, including
David and Nick Schmidt, as well as first responders. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
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Abiding Comforter, you call out to all who live. Restore
severed relationships and protect children who lack
trustworthy caregivers. Grant hope to those who are
experiencing fear, pain, or grief, including Denny Dancak,
Niki Grigsby, Jan Halishak, Richard Jakubcin, Dan & Jill
Maldovan, Rachel Abbs O’Malley, Gloria Roderick, Dennis
Schatt, Achim Schnaebel, Annie Slaughter, Stacy Szendel,
Mardell Weiss, Dave & Clara Wilcox, and all those we name
in our hearts now…God of grace, hear our prayer.
Holy Three, you are community and you create community
of hope and new life. Build up ministries that support those
who are isolated or lonely. Give endurance as we nurture
vital relationships in our family, the church, and beyond. We
remember your saints for their strong faith and witness, even
unto death. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with
the Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen!
*PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always!
And also with you.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Holy Spirit, continue to come upon us and upon this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
both now and forever.
Amen!
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
MUSIC INTERLUDE
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may know your never-ending love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus, our Risen Lord.
Amen!
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*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen!
*SENDING HYMN
“Come, Thou Almighty King”

ELW 408

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourselves!
Thanks be to God!
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000689.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Ministers: All People
Presiding Minister: Pastor Brad Ross
Worship Assistant: Dale Kirk
Organist: Edith Schatt
Office Manager: Jan Piskac
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Lectionary Blog: The Active Spirit
In this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus gives direct testimony about the Spirit. Certainly, the
Spirit hasn’t been absent from the biblical text to this point, but Jesus’ closing speech to
his disciples in John and the first Christian Pentecost in Acts reveal the Spirit in a way
that we haven’t previously known. In John 16, Jesus reintroduces his disciples to the
Spirit and then tells them how much they—and he—will depend on the Spirit.
In the Gospel of John, we see that Jesus has been describing the Spirit’s activities for
some time. The Spirit will convict the world with regard to sin, righteousness and
judgment (16:8) and will testify to the world about who Jesus is, seemingly independent
of the work of human disciples (15:27—“[the Spirit] will testify about me, and you will
testify also”). This week, we read about the “Spirit of truth.”
Jesus knew that after his death, resurrection and ascension, there would be confusion and
rumors about what had actually happened. What would people think about his band of
disciples (numbering around a hundred) rejoicing that their dead rabbi had triumphed
over the powers of sin and death in order to welcome all people(s) to the earthly and
heavenly parties that don’t stop? If I were a first-century Roman Jew, like Paul, I might
have had serious doubts about whether the so-called “Spirit of truth” was on my side.
And, truthfully, the Spirit was not by their side. Indeed, the Spirit was—and is—out
front, going into places that don’t make sense, among folks whom we don’t know or
trust. Acts is a series of questions about who else could be included in the Jesus
movement. Non-Galilean Jews? Samaritans? Ethiopians? Romans? Greeks? Even
Europeans? Absolutely!
But Jesus’ disciples, almost all of them from Galilee, couldn’t know how their rabbi’s
name and power would spread so quickly through the Spirit’s testimony. How could
they? Jesus had already told them so much that they couldn’t fully digest. What does
abundant and full life really mean anyway? Like any good instructor, Jesus knew when
the material went beyond his students. As an educator, I’m always excited to point out
that Jesus promises that the Spirit will partner equally with him to teach his disciples.
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Jesus had much more that he wanted to teach his disciples, but they weren’t ready to hear
it (John 16:12). He had already promised that the Spirit would come to remind them of
what he had taught and to teach everything they didn’t have the capacity to learn from
him (John 14:26). Indeed, Jesus, without any sense of jealousy, told his disciples that it
would be better when he left them (John 16:7) because the Spirit couldn’t be given fully
until he went away (John 7:39, 16:7). This invites all sort of fruitful meditation on the
relative strengths of God, Jesus and the Spirit. Is the Spirit the best educator, while Jesus
is the best intercessor? At any rate, there is no competition—just cooperation. Jesus and
the Spirit draw from a common supply of truth, power and wisdom: that of God the
Father (John 16:14-15). They share disciples, truth and glory in a mutually giving,
serving and edifying relationship.
That’s all well and good for God, but where is the good news for us? I think it’s this: in
the United States, we are grappling with COVID-19, passionate disagreements
concerning which and whose bodies are protected by which laws, continued racial
injustice and violence, how best to respond to wars and rumors of wars overseas, and
how to work together to steward creation. At least for me, it’s more than I can humanly
deal with all at once. I know I don’t understand enough to speak confidently on many of
the issues facing friends and neighbors around the planet. But hear the good news: Jesus
already knows that. He knows I need more of God’s wisdom than I can handle in any one
moment. And the Spirit is a patient teacher of truth, leading by example, going ahead of
us and daring, compelling and inviting us to follow in truth and love.
This Lectionary Blog, and other resources for the journey of faith, available at
LivingLutheran.org.

Cory Driver is an ELCA missionary serving as the director of graduate
studies at the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Cairo (Egypt). His
book on wilderness spirituality, Life Unsettled, is available from Fortress
Press.
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Drawn into Relationship, Guided into Truth
The doctrine of the Trinity invites us to consider how a God constituted by relationship—
the Father with the Son, the Son with the Spirit, the Spirit with the Father—draws us into
that relationship with God and one another. Gradually or suddenly, through the work of
the Spirit, we come to know our belonging to the Father and to Christ’s body.
In such loving relationships, truth is discovered. But people cannot bear the truth all at
once, so discipleship and faith formation are gradual processes of listening for the Spirit’s
voice. Christian practices such as worship, learning, and service are occasions for people
of all ages to be “guided into truth.” Such practices are rooted in baptism, in which God
draws us into a lifelong relationship in which we grow into truth and love over time—
guided by the Spirit, accompanied by Jesus, and having peace with the Father.
In Romans, we hear the truth of how love originates and grows in us: Poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, God’s love gives us a hope that will never disappoint. Christian
community offers the delightful opportunity to experience one’s own growth in hope,
faith, and love, and to witness others’ growth as they too are drawn more deeply into
relationship with the triune God. Trinity Sunday offers the delightful opportunity to
celebrate that growth.
Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses
Godhead! O supreme goodness! For when you said, “Let us make humankind in our
image and likeness,” in this the whole Trinity might give assent together. In the power of
our soul you fashioned us after the very Trinity, Godhead eternal. To fashion us after
yourself, eternal Father, you gave us memory to hold and keep what our understanding
perceives and knows of you, infinite goodness, And in knowing, our understanding
shares in the wisdom of your only-begotten Son. You gave us our will, gentle mercy,
Holy Spirit, that like a hand reaches up, filled with your love, to take whatever our
understanding knows of your unutterable goodness. Thanks be to you, high eternal
Godhead, that you have shown us such great love.
— Catherine of Siena
[The Prayers of Catherine of Siena, ed. Suzanne Noffke, O.P. (NY: Paulist, 1983), 16.]
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