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 The * by the headings throughout the service indicate when we 
invite you to stand, as you are able.  

 The light print will be spoken by the pastor or another worship 
leader, while we encourage you to speak the bold print. 

 The hymns are chosen from our Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal, which is the red book directly in front of you in 
the pews. You will find the hymns in the last two-thirds of the 
book with the bold numbers on the top of the pages.  

 We welcome all the baptized to join us in the Lord’s Supper, where 
we believe Jesus is present “in, with, and under” the bread and 
wine as his body and blood. After the organist and assisting 
minister commune, you will be invited to come forward up the 
non-organ side aisle to the pastor, who will give you bread 
(gluten-free wafers also available upon request). You are 
encouraged to keep the bread in your hands and then dip it into 
the chalice of wine for intinction. You may also come forward to 
receive a blessing by simply keeping your hands folded. You may 
return to your seat up the center aisle. If you are unable to come 
forward, the elements will be brought to you. 

 For visitors, if you so choose, we encourage you to fill out a card 
available at the center-aisle end of the pew to learn more about us. 

   In order to make you feel more at home, here are a few notes about 

the service. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

We hope to make your time here as meaningful as possible! 

    We thank you for joining us here 

at Triune Lutheran Church, a 

family united by our Risen Lord, 

Jesus Christ! 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen! 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, 
for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. 
All life is sustained by you, our Source of new life. 
We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
who frees us from sin and raises us up to that new life. 
 
Here, at this font, we touch the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 
Here, death is washed away forever. 
Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, 
with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 
Holy Spirit, pour out yourself on all those gathered here,  
into this community, and throughout all creation. 
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 
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Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen! 
  
*GATHERING HYMN  
“As We Gather at Your Table”                                     ELW 522 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God, shape the minds of your faithful people into your 
gracious will for all. Make us love what you command and 
desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this 
world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 
 
FIRST READING                                           Acts 16:16-34 

      16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met 
a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her 
owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are 
slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, 
very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 
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  19But when her owners saw that their hope of making 
money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged 
them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 
adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and 
the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given 
them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 
  25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison 
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 
28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing 
in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he 
brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
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 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed 
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set 
food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced 
that he had become a believer in God. 
 
The word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
PSALM                                                                         Psalm 97 

 
 

1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 
 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations | 
of God’s throne. 
 3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on | every side. 
 4Lightnings light | up the world; 
  the earth | sees and trembles. 
 5The mountains | melt like wax 
  before the Lord of | all the earth. 
 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O 
LORD, 
  and all the peoples | see your glory.  
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 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight 
| in false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, | all you gods. 
 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah 
rejoice, 
  because of your judg- | ments, O LORD. 
 9For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth; 
  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 10You who love the | LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues 
them from the hand | of the wicked. 
 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 
  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 
 12Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s | holy name. 
 
SECOND READING         Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

       12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay 
according to everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
  14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will 
have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the 
gates. 
  16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this 
testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant 
of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
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 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
  20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am 
coming soon.”  
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
*GOSPEL                                                             John 17:20-26 
The holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord! 
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     [Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but 
also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me 
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we 
are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you have 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 
  25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I 
know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I made 
your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that 
the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I 
in them.” 
 
This is the holy Gospel of our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       
“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”                               ELW 659 
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*NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal 
of the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Bless the diversity in worship and ministry across all nations 
and cultures. Unite us in Christ and keep us faithful in our 
calling to show your love to the world. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Pour out over all the earth the water of life as a gift. Wash the 
wounds of creation and restore all living things to wholeness. 
Protect ocean habitats, river ecosystems, and wetlands. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Give a spirit of collaboration to leaders of the nations, so that 
all people know safety, security, and dignity. Heal victims of 
torture and liberate those who are wrongfully imprisoned or 
detained. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Come quickly to the aid of your people. Give wisdom and the 
gift of calm to military, prison, hospital, and hospice 
chaplains who stand as signs of your abiding presence. 
Refresh all who thirst for love, hope, or healing, including 
Bev Deitrick, Paul Loede, Hazel Schwab, Trudy Weidman, 
Mardell Weiss, Dave & Clara Wilcox, Jenny Bennett, Cathy 
Gallagher, Dianne Handlovics, Richard Jakubcin, Mary 
Phillips, George Tomaselli, those serving in the armed forces 
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and as first responders, and all those we name in our 
hearts... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Hold all the saints in the grace of the Lord Jesus. Sustain 
weary souls with the promise that the morning star is coming 
soon to lead us into light. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come 
near to us with your saving help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord. Amen! 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
*OFFERING HYMN 
“Thine the Amen”          VERSE 1                ELW 826 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, 
as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, 
meet us now in this meal. 
Nourish us to follow you, 
using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, 
for the sake of new life for all.  Amen! 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, 
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, 
healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 
 



 
15 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 
Holy Spirit, breathe on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may continue as the living disciples, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
both now and forever.  Amen! 
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*LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
gives everyone a place at this welcome table. 
Alleluia! Come to the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
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*COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 
COMMUNION 
 
*COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, 
you have greeted us in our brokenness 
and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. 
Risen to new life with you, 
send us now to bear your healing love 
into the wounded world, 
in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
Amen! 
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*BLESSING 
The blessing of the living God, 
Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage into life everlasting! 
Amen! 
 
*SENDING HYMN 
“Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”                           ELW 534 
 
*DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world! 
Go in peace. Share the good news!  
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
 

 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000689. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 
Ministers: All People    

Pastor: Brad Ross   
Organist: Edith Schatt 

Worship Leader: Dale Kirk 
Office Manager: Jan Piskac 

 
The Flower bouquet for June 2nd is from Heidi Bailey 

in memory of Heidi’s father, Roger Dress. 
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Unity that Undoes an Empire 

I write these lectionaries about a month before they are posted so they can be edited and 

formatted. Accordingly, I try to stay away from mentioning contemporary or recent 

events that might become outdated or move from our collective consciousness on to the 

next story, fad or crisis. Yet I’m writing this in the aftermath of the shooting in the 

synagogue in Poway, Calif., and six months after the shooting at a Pittsburgh synagogue 

with a sad confidence that the white nationalism and Christian anti-Semitism that fueled 

this violence will still need discussion. We Christians must discuss it, as the shooter 

referenced his interpretation of Christianity and the Bible as a reason for his murderous 

acts. Let us, then, turn to that Bible to find a better word. 

This week’s reading from Acts can help us think about anti-Semitism. Paul and his 

companions are traveling around Philippi, getting to know its inhabitants. They meet an 

enslaved woman who is possessed by an evil spirit. Her owners use her demonic 

possession to tell fortunes for a price. The woman begins following Paul, shouting: 

“These men are slaves to the Most High God, who proclaim to us (or “to you”) a way of 

salvation” (Acts 16:17). The woman, though doubly enslaved, nonetheless is the 

instrument of announcing salvific freedom to others. Eventually, Paul exorcises the 

demon and she is freed. Her owners, upset that their means of earning extra money had 

ended, attack Paul and his companions, citing their Jewishness as the problem. 

The accusation rang throughout the marketplace: “These men are disturbing our city; they 

are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or 

observe” (Acts 16:20-21). What were the illegal customs that Paul and Silas advocated? 

Many Jews were Roman citizens, and worship of the God of Israel was allowed 

throughout the Empire. This passage is just one more example of the old anti-Semitic 

slander that Jews are permanent outsiders, unable and unwilling to assimilate. 

The men of the city were aggrieved that God, through Paul, had freed their slave from her 

demons, even while she remained enslaved to her human masters. The proclamation of 

even modest human dignity—that no human should be degraded to the point that their 

possession by evil spirits becomes a money-making opportunity for others—seems to be 

what really aggravated the owners. But they fired up the crowd with anti-Jewish passions. 

A lynch mob quickly forms, and the magistrates have Paul and his companions publicly 

stripped and severely flogged (Acts 16:22-23). 
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The magistrates order the jailer to keep the prisoners “securely,” a command he interprets 

to mean they should be locked in the innermost cell in chains and stocks. Paul and Silas 

are seen as dangerous to the Empire. Their preaching that, among other things, the God of 

Israel is passionate about releasing prisoners and demands that humans make progress 

toward liberation is a threat to human systems of subjugation. In Charlottesville, no less 

than at Philippi, we see what happens when the glorification of systems of subjugation 

like the Confederacy and the modern idolatry of cruel slave-masters like Robert E. Lee 

are confronted by those who decry such evils: outbursts of racist violence and anti-

Semitism. 

But we have hope in the example of the jailer. When a violent earthquake shakes the 

prison walls, opens all the doors and unchains all the prisoners, the jailer repents and 

becomes a follower of God’s Messiah, who endured and overcame violence. The jailer 

practices true repentance—he takes action to undo the harm that the Empire has wrought. 

Paul and his companions were beaten, and the jailer washes their wounds (Acts 16:33). 

They were confined by the authorities, and he sets them free and brings them to his own 

home (Acts 16:34). Where the crowds had attacked Paul and Silas, the jailer honors and 

serves them food (Acts 16:34). This is what those who follow Jesus should be doing. We 

need to acknowledge how we have participated in evil systems and then work to 

undermine violent systems that join racism, mob-violence and government policy to 

debase the image of God in our neighbors. 

In John 17, Jesus prays for a radical unity among his followers throughout time and 

place. Jesus asks God to make us one just as he and God the Father are one in each other 

(John 17:21). For believers in the Trinity, the level of unity Jesus longs for his followers 

to enact is a mystical paradox in which we as individuals no longer make sense and are 

only understandable as part of a greater whole. Nationalism, white or otherwise, becomes 

unthinkable and untenable for Christians when we realize that Christ’s church across the 

millennia has been made up of people from every tongue, tribe and nation. 

Sadly, there will be more anti-Semitic and racist violence. But when that does happen, 

the people of God must rise with one, united voice to proclaim that it is a grave sin to 

injure any image-bearer (as all humans are). Further, we must repent in word and deed 

until we dismantle systems that injure the dignity of any of God’s children. 

Cory Driver is a minister of word and service, and the director of the Transformational 

Leadership Academy in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. He earned his doctorate in Jewish religious 

cultures from Emory University, Atlanta. Cory lives with his family in Indianapolis. 


