Triune Lutheran Church

Third Sunday after Pentecost
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We thank you for joining us here
at Triune Lutheran Church, a
family united with you through
our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!
In order to make you feel more at home, here are a few notes about
our worship here. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
ask. We hope to make your time here as meaningful as possible!

 You are invited to speak the bold print, as well as sing along with
the psalm and hymns, which you will find in the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal in front of you in the pews.
 The portions marked with * are times when we invite you to stand,
as you are able.
 There will not be a separate time for an offering to be collected
during worship. If you wish to do so today, you may place your
offering in the offering plate at the back.
 The Communion elements are placed in the hallway/narthex just
outside the entrance doors to the sanctuary. We ask you bring
them to your seat and leave them until we reach the celebration of
holy Communion during worship, when you will be asked to
remove the lids and consume the bread (wafer), then the wine. If
you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the pastor know before
worship. We believe the body and blood of Christ is meant for
everyone, regardless of your church affiliation, and so feel free to
participate, if you feel so moved.
 For visitors, if you so choose, we encourage you to fill out a card
available in the pew to learn more about us.
 Bathrooms are available in the hallway.
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WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
You may make the sign of the cross as a reminder that
nothing, not even sin, can separate you from God’s love in
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen!
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not always followed a path
of steadfast love
but have often chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too frequently passed by on the other side.
Help us to see the path of new life and hope.
Save us from ourselves,
and free us to love our neighbors with joy.
Amen!
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Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but thoroughly delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are set free to love as God loves the whole world. Amen!
*GATHERING HYMN
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”

ELW 789

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, dwelling in our hearts, you call us to follow
your Son into the world you still love. Keep us faithful to the
ways of your compassion and mercy, that, leaving behind all
that hinders us, we may steadfastly embrace your ways of
new life, through Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior and Lord.
Amen!
FIRST READING
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way
to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place.
19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of
Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen
ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran
after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother,
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and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back
again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and
followed Elijah, and became his servant.
Word of God, word of life!
Thanks be to God!
PSALM

Psalm 16

1Protect

me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a| bove all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips.
5O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
7I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
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8I

have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be
shaken.
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
11You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right
hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
SECOND READING
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only
do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.
14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you
bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.
16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of
the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit,
and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these
are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what
you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
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factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be
guided by the Spirit.
Word of God, word of life!
Thanks be to God!
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL
The Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord!

Luke 9:51-62

51When

the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he
set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers
ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then
they went on to another village.
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him,
“I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him,
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he
said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury
my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first
say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.”
This is the holy Gospel of our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”

ELW 659

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, we pray for
the church, the creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
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God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you,
including through our Triune family. Rooted in your selfgiving love, may the entire body of Christ find freedom in
loving our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal.
Where there are dangerous storms, bring calm. Where there
are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and
livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good
of their citizens above self-promotion. Anoint leaders of
nations with a drive for neighborly love. Protect refugees and
all who live under tyranny or conflict. Watch over all those
serving in the military, including David Schmidt, as well as
first responders. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are
sick, including Denny Dancak, Niki Grigsby, Jan Halishak,
Richard Jakubcin, Dan & Jill Maldovan, Rachel Abbs
O’Malley, Gloria Roderick, Dennis Schatt, Annie Slaughter,
Stacy Szendel, Mardell Weiss, Dave & Clara Wilcox, and all
those we name in our hearts now…Uphold those who grieve.
Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or
have nowhere to lay their heads. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
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God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction,
depression, or uncontrolled anger. Provide support systems
and loving companions as they work toward health, that they
may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your
presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now
celebrate the inheritance of life in you. Keep their examples
of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your promises
in life and in death. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with
the Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen!
*PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always!
And also with you.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
It is right to give our thanks and praise!
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Holy Spirit, continue to come upon us and upon this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
both now and forever.
Amen!
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
MUSIC INTERLUDE
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may know your never-ending love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus, our Risen Lord.
Amen!
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*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen!
*SENDING HYMN
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”

ELW 767

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourselves!
Thanks be to God!
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000689.
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Lectionary Blog: Jesus doesn’t Give up on Folks
When I must do difficult things that I’m not looking forward to, I can be pretty grouchy. I
was on the phone with customer service for three hours the other day, trying to rebook
tickets after my flight was canceled. As a result, I raised my voice to my kids who were
doing nothing wrong, other than making noise during the eternity that I was waiting for a
travel solution. Where I was grouchy with my kids because of a long phone conversation,
Jesus was kind to those who approached him, even as he walked to his death.
After Jesus decided to head toward Jerusalem to be “lifted up,” he sent messengers on
ahead to prepare a place for him in Samaria. Now, the Samaritans had an alternative
worship site to the Jerusalem temple on Mount Gerizim. They thought the Jews who
worshiped in Jerusalem were, at best, misguided. After all, hadn’t Moses identified
Mount Gerizim, rather than Mount Zion, as the mountain of blessings (Deuteronomy
11:29)? Frequently, Jewish pilgrims from Galilee took a longer route around Samaria to
avoid confrontation with the Samaritans and the potential of contamination by the
ickiness they associated with that population’s religiosity.
But Jesus wanted to go to Jerusalem on a direct path and passed through Samaria. The
Samaritans, however, weren’t interested in playing host to another Jerusalem-bound
pilgrim and denied him and the disciples hospitality. Incensed, James and John asked
Jesus if they should call down fire upon the unwelcoming Samaritans. No doubt the
disciples were thinking of Elijah calling down fire on the servants of Samaria in 2 Kings
1:9-15. Jesus had other ideas, however, and rebuked his disciples. Seeing that at least a
couple of his disciples viewed him as a reborn Elijah, Jesus used the next interactions he
had with people on the way to Jerusalem to compare himself with that prophet of old.
When someone told him he would “follow you wherever you go,” Jesus replied that
foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head
(Luke 9:57-58). Jesus was probably referencing the time when Elijah sent away his
servant and went into the wilderness to die, despairing of God’s protection and provision.
Yet, even in the desert God provided a broom bush under which Elijah could lay his head
(1 Kings 19:3-5). Unlike Elijah, Jesus had not given up hope of God’s salvation, and,
unlike Elijah, he had no place to lay down (no Samaritan hospitality).
Jesus then commanded another person to follow him who apparently responded in the
affirmative but requested to be allowed to bury his parent first. Jesus said the dead should
bury their own dead and ordered the person to go and proclaim the kingdom of God
16

(Luke 9:59-60). I wonder if Jesus is alluding to the sordid tale of Ahab, Jezebel and
Naboth, where jealousy over a vineyard led to false accusations, murder and, ultimately,
the end of a powerful dynasty (1 Kings 21).
In that story, God announced through Elijah that Ahab and his entire family would be
killed because of his great evil. When Ahab repented, God told Elijah that the disaster
would come not during Ahab’s reign but that of his son, Jehoram. While Jehoram was a
better king than his father and had removed the pillar of Baal that Ahab set up, in the end
he was killed because he continued in the Samarian idolatry of his ancestors (2 Kings
3:1-3). In other words, Jehoram waited too long to bury the ways of his father and start
working for the kingdom of God. Jesus didn’t give his potential follower along the road
the opportunity to make the same mistake as Ahab’s son, and instead told him to get to
work immediately spreading the kingdom of God without waiting to bury his father.
Lastly, another person asked to follow Jesus but wanted to say goodbye to his family
first. Jesus said, with a twinkle in his eye no doubt, that no one who puts his hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62). This is an allusion to the
call of Elisha, Elijah’s disciple. The joke is, of course, that Elisha had his hands on the
plow and looked back to his family when Elijah called him (1 Kings 19:19-21). But
instead of not being worthy of the kingdom of God, Elisha outshone even his master
Elijah.
When Elijah tried to retire from prophethood on Mount Horeb, God told him to anoint
three people: Hazael of Damascus, Jehu of Israel and Elisha (1 Kings 19:15-16). Elijah
anointed none of them but merely tossed his cloak on Elisha callously without stopping
(1 Kings 19:19). Elisha completed Elijah’s tasks, however, informing Hazael on a trip to
Damascus that he would become king (2 Kings 8:13) and causing Jehu to be anointed
King of Israel (2 Kings 9:1-6). Jesus was pointing out, as a joke for those who catch the
reference, that the one who has second thoughts at the beginning of ministry might be the
same disciple who outshines the master.
In a tense time, on his way to his own death, Jesus conducts a walking Bible study to
refute assumptions about who he was. James and John wanted to call down fire on folks
from Samaria, like Elijah had centuries earlier. Instead, Jesus pointed out that, unlike
Elijah, he had not given up hope for the salvation of the people, that he would not
abandon the people to perdition and, most important, that he doesn’t give up on folks
when we have second thoughts about following him. (Corey Driver, LivingLutheran.org)
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