
 

1 

Triune Lutheran Church 
 

 
 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 



 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 

 

 We continue to take extra precautions to ensure your safety and 
health as we worship together, including asking you to please 
wear a mask the entire time you are in the building. 

 Everything is printed in the bulletin (no hymnals will be used). 
You are invited to speak the bold print, as well as sing along 
with the hymns and psalm, but we ask you to do so softly. 

 There will not be a separate time for an offering to be collected 
during worship. If you wish to do so today, you may place your 
offering in the offering plate at the back.   

 The Communion elements are placed by your chair in small 
containers with lids. We ask you leave them as is until we reach 
the celebration of holy Communion during worship, when you 
will be asked to remove the lids and consume the bread (wafer), 
then the wine. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the 
pastor know before worship. We believe the body and blood of 
Christ is meant for everyone, regardless of your church 
affiliation, and so feel free to participate, if you feel so moved.  

 Bathrooms are available in the hallway. 

   In order to make you feel more at home, here are a few notes about 

the service. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

We hope to make your time here as meaningful as possible! 

    We thank you for joining us here 

at Triune Lutheran Church, a 

family united by our Risen Lord, 

Jesus Christ! 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the 
ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
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Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
“Come, Ye Disconsolate”                                                 ELW 607 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Hopeful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and 
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that 
we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                              Genesis 3:8-15 
      8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD 
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said 
to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
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 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                         Psalm 130 

 
 1Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O LORD, | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who 
keep watch | for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the 
morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there 
is | steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins.  
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SECOND READING                            2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
       13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in 
accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we 
also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and 
will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is 
for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 
day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 
eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL                                                               Mark 3:20-35 
      [Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, 
so that [Jesus and the disciples] could not even eat. 21When 
his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 
were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes 
who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, 
and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.”  
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23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is 
divided against itself, that house will not be able to 
stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house 
can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 
outside, they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd was 
sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And 
he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And 
looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is 
my brother and sister and mother.”   
 
This is the holy Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                             ELW 597 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
God of wholeness, watch over your precious children all over 
the world. Unify us in service of the gospel, that we may work 
together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the cosmos, continue to nurture your creation: the 
gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and diverse 
forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the 
natural world with reverence, seeking restoration when 
human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all people, we yearn for harmony among the nations. 
Cast out from us unclean spirits of greed and fear, that we 
may work in solidarity with one another for the common 
good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of abundance, tend to those in pain, including Cathy 
Gallagher, Lenny George, Richard Jakubcin, Harriet Joyce, 
Donna Matter, Dan & Jill Maldovan Brian Roderick, Gloria 
Roderick, Richard Siggelkow, George Tomaselli, Mardell 
Weiss, Dave & Clara Wilcox. Encourage those who have 
begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your 
compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of righteousness, nourish our Triune family. Set our 
gaze upon things eternal, that in thanksgiving for your 
mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful 
witnesses for every time and place. We give you thanks for 
those saints who now rest in your eternal embrace. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 
grace. Amen. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 



 

12 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
MUSIC INTERLUDE (use for meditation and prayer)  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray.  
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever! 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN 
“Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”                              ELW 534 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000689. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Lectionary Blog: Who Do You Follow? 

1 Samuel 8:4-11; Psalm 138; 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35* 

Both the Hebrew Bible and Gospel texts for this week carry strong admonitions about 

serving the Lord God instead of some other lord. Whether tempted by a human authority 

figure or not knowing the difference between the work of God and that of Beelzebub, 

humans roundly reject God’s kingship in this week’s readings to grave consequences. 

In the first reading, the prophet Samuel has followed in the footsteps of his old mentor, 

Eli, by raising two wicked sons, Joel and Abijah. The plan had been for Samuel’s sons to 

be seer-judges like him and conduct a traveling justice circuit around the country. But 

they didn’t follow his ways (1 Samuel 8:5), so the people asked for a king to serve as 

judge instead. 

Hearing this, Samuel and God commiserated about feeling rejected. God quickly noted 

that the people hadn’t rejected Samuel (or his family) but God (7). But then God did 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=489055920
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agree that Samuel had had a similar experience and now knew what it was like to be 

forsaken by the people (8). 

Samuel and God then set out to warn the people that a king would make their sons serve 

in his army and their daughters would become maidservants. The king would take their 

possessions to give to his royal attendants and keep their servants and animals for 

himself. But the people insisted that they wanted a king to fight for them, even though 

they eventually would become his slaves—and God would not save them (17-18). 

I have to say, I feel bad for the people here. Obviously, the best option is to rely on God 

for leadership. But it seems like they were choosing between Samuel’s sons who “turned 

aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice” (3) and a king. 

While they were warned that a king would enrich himself from their possessions, they 

weren’t told that he would be as corrupt as Samuel’s sons already were. Again, I know 

those probably weren’t the only two options. But I can’t help but wonder: If Samuel had 

spent more time teaching his sons and less time on the judging circuit (1 Samuel 7:16), 

would the people have chosen them to take over leadership? Then, would David have 

eventually been a shepherd-prophet instead of a king? 

But the fact remains that the people chose a king and a monarchy. Although righteous 

kings are mentioned in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, it seems that the monarchy 

overall was the negative influence that Samuel and God had warned that it would be. 

Qohelet, someone who knew the inside of the palace quite well, warned: 

If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be 

surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are 

others higher still. The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits 

from the fields (Ecclesiastes 5:8-9; NIV). 

The people rejected God’s direct rule over them. 

Hundreds of years and many dynasties later, Jesus drove out demons and exercised 

authority over unclean spirits. Some Jerusalem religious notables argued that Jesus cast 

out demons under the authority of the prince of demons. Beelzebub seems to have been a 

Canaanite god who was appropriated by the Philistines and worshiped at Ekron. 

Beelzebul, the name used in Mark, is a circumlocution for the name of the pagan god and 

in Aramaic meant something like “lord of poop/filth” (Beelzebub itself is probably a play 

on the actual name of the god—it means something like “lord of flies” instead of the 
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similar sounding “lord of the [holy] house”). By the first century, Beelzebul seems to 

have been understood to occupy a position as the first or second most powerful demon in 

a complicated hierarchy. 

Jesus was greatly incensed at the claim that he was working for a foreign, pagan god for 

two reasons. The first is its ridiculousness. Why would the prince of demons drive out 

demons? That’s working against your own team. Jesus uttered the great adage: a house 

divided against itself cannot stand. Whoever honestly drives out demons from people 

must be working for God and against evil. 

The second reason Jesus is angered at this claim is because it’s a terrible slander against 

the Spirit of God, who empowered his work (Mark 3:28-30). For Jesus, it was an 

unforgivable sin to say that what God, ruler of the universe, did was really the work of an 

unclean spirit because it makes a mockery of God’s power, goodness and role in the 

world. Those who, in their disapproval of Jesus, rejected God’s sovereign ability to free 

people from demon possession were calling the ultimate good evil. In this, they insulted 

the Great King and aligned themselves with God’s enemies. Jesus was obviously all 

about forgiving sins, but this is one sin too far. 

God is serious about God’s kingship. God doesn’t abide challengers, whether for the 

actual kingship over the people or for the acknowledgement of God’s role in freeing 

people from demonic possession. God demands we acknowledge God’s lordship. We are 

God’s people if we follow our king. 

This, and other resources for the journey of faith, available at LivingLutheran.org. 

* The Lectionary Blog is based off the semicontinuous reading option for the lectionary, 

so the first reading and psalm will be different than what we use in worship. 

 

Cory Driver is the director of both the Transformational Leadership 

Academy of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and the Southern Ohio Synod's 

Leadership Academy. His book on wilderness spirituality, Life Unsettled, 

is available from Fortress Press. Cory lives with his family in 

Indianapolis. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/cory-driver/

