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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION OF PRESENTER


Christine S. Wakeman is a member of Winstead's Wealth Preservation Practice Group. She is a fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel.  She is board certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.  She received her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law in 2010, cum laude, and her B.A. from the University of Oklahoma in 2006, with special distinction for graduating with an undergraduate GPA of 4.0.  While in law school Ms. Wakeman completed internships with Estate Tax Attorneys in the Internal Revenue Service's Small Business/Self-Employed Division and the legal department of U.S. Trust/Bank of America.  While an undergraduate at the University of Oklahoma, Ms. Wakeman was a Cortez A.M. Ewing Public Service Fellow, who served in the Washington, D.C. office of United States Senator Tom Coburn.  She was also a research assistant for a book being written by the Hon. Robert Henry, Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, during her tenure at the University of Oklahoma.  Ms. Wakeman focuses her practice on traditional estate planning with an emphasis on the transfer tax planning aspects of trusts and estates and charitable planning.  Her experience includes drafting a variety of estate planning documents, preparing federal estate and gift tax returns and private letter ruling requests, assisting with Internal Revenue Service examinations, and assisting clients with private foundations, probate matters, fiduciary litigation, the creation and administration of various business entities, transfer tax planning, and pre-marital and post-marital property issues.  Ms. Wakeman is admitted to practice law in the State of Texas.

Professional Activities
· American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, Fellow
· Estate & Gift Tax Committee Member
· State Laws Committee Member
· American Bar Association
· Tax Section Member
· Real Property, Trust, and Estate Law Section Member
· Texas Bar College Member 
· State Bar of Texas
· Tax Section Member
· Real Estate, Probate and Trust Law Section Member
· State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning Strategies Course
· Course Director, 2026
· State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning & Probate Course
· Course Director, 2024
· State Bar of Texas Estate Planning & Probate Drafting Course
· Course Director, 2021
· State Bar of Texas Intermediate Estate Planning & Probate Course:  Practical Applications
· Course Director, 2018
· Planning Committee Member, 2015-2018
· Dallas Bar Association
· Probate, Trusts & Estates Section Member
· Chair 2024 - 2025
· Vice Chair 2023-2024
· Treasurer/Secretary 2022-2023
· Program Chair 2021-2022
· Council Member, 2018-2019
· Dallas Association of Young Lawyers
· Older, Wiser, Lawyers Committee Co-Chair, 2018-2019
· Dallas Estate Planning Council
· Emerging Professionals Initiative
· Chair, 2015-2016
· Committee Member, 2015-2017
· Board of Governors, 2014-2016
· Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy

Awards & Recognition
· Steven G. Condos Award for Outstanding New Member, Texas Bar College, 2017
· Best Lawyers in Dallas, D Magazine, 2016-2017, 2020-2026
· Best Lawyers in Dallas Under 40, D Magazine, 2018-2023
· Texas Super Lawyers 
· Super Lawyer, 2025-2026
· Rising Star, 2012, 2018-2024

Select Speeches
6/4/26: "Even if BDITs Work, How Might They Still Fail?" State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning and Probate Course 2026, Frisco, Texas
1/27/26: "Marital Property Agreements – What You Don't Know You are Missing," Estate Planning Council of Central Texas, Austin, Texas
6/18/25:  "No Loonies, Mo Problems – Gift Planning with Non-Cash Assets," ACTEC Summer Meeting, Montreal, Canada
1/15/25: "A Procrastinator's Guide to Making and Reporting 2025 Gifts," 59th Annual Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning, Orlando, Florida	
6/22/24: "UGHs:  Ugly Gift-Splitting Hypotheticals," Estate & Gift Tax Committee Meeting, ACTEC Summer Meeting, Toronto, Canada
4/10/24: "Gift Tax Return Audit Checklist for Pre-Sunset Exemption Gifting, Planning Techniques for Large Estates 2024," American Law Institute, Virtual Meeting
3/9/24: "Timber! How to Stay Out of Danger When Sophisticated Estate Planning Comes Crashing Down," ACTEC Annual Meeting, Phoenix, Arizona
1/30/24: "Dos and Don'ts of Estate Planning for Millennials," Dallas Estate Planning Council Emerging Professionals Committee Meeting, Dallas, Texas
10/12/23: "Drafting to Avoid Ruh Rohs with Residences in Estate Planning and Administration," 34th Annual Estate Planning & Probate Drafting Course, Houston, Texas
1/12/23: "The Gift That Keeps on Giving:  Ethics and Privilege Issues with Gifts and Form 709," 57th Annual Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning, Orlando, Florida
11/17/22:  "#Goals:  Estate and Asset Protection Planning for the Next Generations," Fort Worth Business & Estates Section Meeting of the Tarrant County Bar Association, Fort Worth, Texas
10/20/22:  "Dos and Don'ts of Estate Planning for Millennials," Midland Memorial Foundation and Midland College's 2022 Estate Planning Seminar, Midland, Texas
10/19/22:  "Trust Alphabet Soup," Estate Planning Council of North Texas, Plano, Texas
4/21/22:  "Preparing Gift Tax Returns:  Collected Views and Perspectives," State Bar of Texas 2022 Advanced Estate Planning Strategies Course, Santa Fe, New Mexico
4/20/22:  "Gift Tax Returns:  Beyond the Basics," Salt Lake Estate Planning Council, virtual presentation
2/1/22:  "Gift Tax Returns:  Beyond the Basics," Estate & Gift Tax Committee, American Bar Association Tax Section Virtual 2022 Midyear Tax Meeting
11/8/21:  "Dos and Don'ts of Estate Planning for Millennials," Tulsa Estate Planning Forum, Tulsa, Oklahoma
9/22/21:  "Divorcing the Highly Planned Family:  Addressing Irrevocable Trusts," New York Life Advisor Webinar
8/4/21:  "Marital Property Agreements:  Family Law Attorneys' and Estate Planning Attorneys' Top Tips for Each Other," State Bar of Texas Advanced Family Law Conference, San Antonio, Texas (co-presented with Natalie L. Webb)
4/16/21: "Alphabet Soup: A Road Map of Trusts," State Bar of Texas Handling Your First (or Next) Trust 2021, Virtual Conference
8/6/20: "How to Blow It and Not Know It: Inadvertent Terminations of Subchapter S Elections and How to Fix Them," Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants Summit 2020, Virtual Conference
5/26/20:  "#Goals: Estate Planning for the Next Generations," New York Life Nautilus Annual Meeting, Virtual Conference
3/4/20: "Performing a Pre-Mortem Autopsy:  How to Dissect a Will Someone Else Drafted," North Texas Probate Bench Bar, Grapevine, Texas
12/6/19: "Dos and Don'ts of Estate Planning for Millennials," 2019 UT CLE Stanley M. Johanson Estate Planning Workshop, Austin, Texas
8/14/19: "How to Blow It and Not Know It: Inadvertent Terminations of Subchapter S Elections and How to Fix Them," Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants 2019 Advanced Estate Planning Conference, San Antonio, Texas 
6/18/19: "#Goals: Estate Planning and Asset Protection for the Next Generations," State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning and Probate Course, San Antonio, Texas
5/2/19: "#Goals: Estate Planning and Asset Protection for the Next Generations," Dallas Estate Planning Council, Dallas, Texas
1/25/19: "How to Blow It and Not Know It: Inadvertent Terminations of Subchapter S Elections and How to Fix Them," Houston Estate & Financial Forum, Houston, Texas
10/12/18: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," Notre Dame Tax and Estate Planning Institute, South Bend, Indiana
10/5/18: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," State Bar of Texas Estate Planning & Probate Drafting Course, Dallas, Texas
8/15/18: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants 2018 Advanced Estate Planning Conference, San Antonio, Texas
6/14/18: "How to Blow It and Not Know It: Inadvertent Terminations of Subchapter S Elections and How to Fix Them," State Bar of Texas Advanced Estate Planning and Probate Course, Dallas, Texas
5/11/18: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," American Bar Association Tax Section May Meeting, Washington, D.C.
6/6/17: "A Spoonful of Sugar Helps the Premarital Agreement Go Down: Representing Perturbed Parties to Premarital Agreements," State Bar of Texas Intermediate Estate Planning and Probate Course, Houston, Texas
3/2/17: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," Tarrant County Probate Bar Association Meeting, Fort Worth, Texas
6/21/16: "Performing a Pre-Mortem Autopsy: How to Dissect a Will Someone Else Drafted," State Bar of Texas Intermediate Estate Planning and Probate Course, San Antonio, Texas
1/26/16: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," Houston Bar Association Probate, Trusts, and Estates Section Meeting, Houston, Texas
6/9/15: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," State Bar of Texas Intermediate Estate Planning and Probate Course, Dallas, Texas
5/8/14: "GRRR (Gift Return Reporting Requirements) - Taming the Wild 709 Tiger," Dallas Society of CPAs Convergence 2014, Dallas, Texas
Publications
6/18/22:  "Marital Property Agreements:  Family Law Attorneys' and Estate Planning Attorneys' Top Tips for Each Other" 14 Estate Planning Journal 525 (with Natalie Webb and Lacey Stevenson)
12/1/22:  "Changes to Texas's Rule Against Perpetuities Are Here…For Now," Dallas Bar Association Headnotes, Vol. 46, No. 12, p. 24 (with Sean Doyle)
1/1/21:  "How to Handle Crowdfunded Donations," Dallas Bar Association Headnotes, Vol. 46, No. 1, p. 18
12/1/18: "Where There is a Will is There a Way to Disclose?" Dallas Bar Association Headnotes, Vol. 43, No. 12, p. 16
12/1/16: "Estate Planning for Parents of Minors," Dallas Bar Association Headnotes, Vol. 41, No. 12, p. 19
4/1/10: "Coping with the Threat of a Retroactive Estate Tax," Journal of Tax Practice & Procedure (CCH), pp. 35-38; 48
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