Ronald Varney Biography


Ronald Varney has over thirty years of experience in the international art market, working first at Sotheby's for twelve years as a Senior Vice President of Trusts and Estates before beginning his own specialist art advisory firm in 2002.  With offices in New York, Palm Beach and London, the firm works primarily with leading financial and legal advisors throughout the country in serving the specialized art-related needs of families and private collectors.  The firm has been recognized yearly, from 2019 through 2026, by the Family Wealth Report Awards as the winner in the category “Art & Private Collections” in competition with such firms as Citi Private Bank, Hightower and Bank of America. 

The firm is especially skilled in handling the valuation and sale of large and complex collections in every possible field of interest—from paintings and sculpture to furniture and decorations, musical instruments, jewelry, wine, watches, classic cars, antiquities, Asian art, books and manuscripts, and all manner of collectibles.  Another specialty is in inventorying, valuing and devising sale or gift plans for collections long stored in warehouses and freeports or otherwise unknown to the market.  These might include archives and historical troves as well as the estate property of private collectors, prominent artists, Hollywood film stars and Nobel Prize winners.

Mr. Varney has written widely on the arts for The Harvard Business Review, Smithsonian, House & Garden, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal and numerous literary magazines, including The Hudson Review and The Virginia Quarterly Review.  He is a cum laude graduate of Amherst College, where he majored in English.  




