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The Christmas Season is upon us.  It sure has come up fast.  We would like to 
welcome all of you to our Park.  We have many new members in the Park this 
season and they are excited to be part of our Quail family.  The Park is looking 
great thanks to our maintenance crew and the dedicated volunteers.  

Come to Coffee on Thursdays, 9:30 

The purpose of our coffee meetings is to meet your neighbors and enjoy a cup 

of coffee and learn about the Park happenings.  This is strictly a fun social event.  

Park matters and complaints are reserved for the board meeting.  So if you want 

to know what is going on and the new events planned, or have an announce-

ment to make, this is the event for you.  Plus if you are new to the park, this will 

help you get acquainted with our members.  We strongly encourage your partici-

pation.  By doing so you will enrich your stay at our Park and be kept current on 

activities and offerings.  If you would like to know more about the Senior Com-

mittee, they meet on Wednesdays in the Board Room (or Library) at 1:30 pm.  

All are welcome. 

We have some exciting events coming up this month.  Read on to learn more, 

and check the whiteboards, laundry room bulletin board and our newsletter for 

updates.                 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! 

A Message from Your Senior Committee  

Christmas Dinner in Social Hall 

You are invited to join us for a Potluck Christmas  

Dinner in the Social Hall on Sunday, December 25, 

3:00 Social, 3:30 Dinner.   

Just like the Thanksgiving Dinner, we will post sign 

up sheets in the Laundry Room for an initial count 

and then pot luck and volunteer sheets, as the event 

approaches.   

Judy Boren, Karen Cooper and Mary Buck will be chairing this event.  The Sen-

ior Committee will provide Turkeys, Hams, beverages, rolls and cranberry 

sauce.  Watch for announcements on white boards and more details will be pro-

vided at Coffee on Thursdays.  Another good reason to come to coffee on 

Thursdays.   
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Hi I'm Deryk Dorward your new reporter for the SW 
Quadrant. I've lived in Calgary, Alberta for 51 years, 
and was born and raised in New Zealand. We left 
there in 1964. I spent the next 6 years roaming 
around the world driving big trucks, mostly moving 
drilling rigs in the middle east and Africa.  I came to 
Canada with the company I worked for.  About 2 
years after arriving in Canada I met Marie and we 
married and moved to Calgary.  I've driven trucks 
most of my life.  Most of it in northern Canada and 
Alaska. After retiring, we first came to this valley 6 
years ago.  For the first 2 years we stayed at Desert 
Crest and then found Quail Valley and loved the park 
and stayed.  It is our winter home and we hope to 
rent Sp 140 for years to come. 
 
We have a few new people 
in my quadrant and I have 
been walking around meet-
ing them.  In Sp 134 we 
have Norm and Val Ziege-
man from Fort Saskatche-
wan, Alberta, Canada.  
Norm and Val have lots of 
family members living in this 
area, and have stayed at 
QV before.  They have also 
stayed in nearby parks before.  Norm and Val are 
related to Harold and Linda Fillmore.  They have 
been happily married for 54 years. Norm is a handy 
person that loves to help out neighbors and get in-

volved in projects (sounds like a good asset for QV).  
He  worked for Imperial Oil for many years on the 
management team.  His position has taken him to 
remote parts of Canada’s North that most Canadians 
haven’t even heard of.  Val was an office lady at 
Sherritt  Gordon Chemical 
Plant in Ft Saskatchewan,  
Val’s favorite sport is golf-
ing.  Welcome to Quail Val-
ley. We all look forward to 
meeting you. 
 
I next stopped at Sp 127 

and met George and Diana 

Schuler from Bellingham, 

WA.  George is a musician, 

and Diana is a retired postmaster from Ferndale.  

Marc and Patti will be delighted to welcome a new 

musician to their group.  The Schulers have a daugh-

ter in Bellingham, WA and their son and his children 

live in the valley.  The Schulers are avid motorcycle 

riders and love riding their Harleys in the valley as we 

have great winter weather here.  They practice a 

healthy life style on the Optavia diet which encour-

ages weight loss through one-on-one coaching, sim-

ple home-cooked meals, and low calorie packaged 

products. 

Deryk 

SW Quadrant Report 

  by Deryk Dorward 

derykd@gmail.com  

442-320-3321 

Space 140 

Norm & Val Ziegeman 

George & Diana Schuler 

Nomination time is here.  Board Members whose terms expire are:  Don Irwin, Ginny Austerman, Rob 

Cochran and Lynden Bechtel (appointed to fill in for the resignation of prior Board Member). 

 

The Board had a busy summer and accomplished a lot and we need enthusiastic people to run for the Board. 

Keep in mind these are all volunteer positions and be respectful and understanding.  These people donate 

their time because they love this park, want it to run smoothly, and ensure that park rules and regulations are 

followed.  Without the volunteer Board, our park wouldn't be the same.  And if we did not have members    

volunteering to be on the Board, we would have to hire a management company to run our park.     A very 

expensive alternative. 

 

Please complete the nomination forms that have been distributed and mail or hand deliver to the office, as 

instructed on the form, on or before December 17th.  Please also make sure the person you are nominating is 

aware of their nomination and agrees to be nominated. 

4 Board Positions Open 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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Quail Valley Association is reminding members that all rentals need to go through the Rental 

Committee prior to approval of a rental.  It is important for the safety and security of our  

members that the Park knows who is coming into our park and that they meet the criteria for 

the rental.  Please direct your inquiries to qvarentals@gmail.com regarding the rules, regu-

lations, procedures and our Park’s Bylaws.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Rental Committee and Quail Valley Announcement 

NE Quadrant Report by Annette Gifford 

I have great news.  Karan Sim-

mons, Sp 206, will be your new NE 

Quadrant Reporter starting with the 

January 2023 Quail Watch News-

letter.  I stopped over to interview 

her as she is new to the park hav-

ing bought in last season.  Karan 

worked for 30 years as a RN    

Mental Health Therapist for Peace 

Health Medical Center in Vancouver, WA.  She has a 

Masters Degree in Counseling and is adept at sens-

ing personality disorders and traits.  She had been 

married for 50 years.  Her husband passed away 

about 3 years ago.  She has a son, Bob, who works 

for Travelers Insurance in Spokane, WA.  He is mar-

ried and has two children.  Karan found our Park 

through her good friend, Jacque Pasa and knew 

when she first came into Quail Valley, it was the place 

for her.  Karan loves gardening, playing water volley-

ball and golfing.  She is on the Garden Committee 

and loves working with the Committee to beautify the 

park.  Welcome Karan! 

We have another new member right 

down the street from Karan.  Robin 

Briggs and her service dog, Faith, 

Sp 209, joined our Park this spring.  

Robin spent 4 years traveling 

around the country in her van be-

fore she came to Quail.  Robin and 

her daughter were camping at    

Catalina Spa one weekend.  Robin 

discovered Quail Valley while driv-

ing down Aurora Road one day.  

The minute she entered the park she knew it was 

what she was looking for.  She toured our park and 

loved the park model at Sp 209.  She made an offer 

on it which was accepted and she immediately sold 

her van and began moving into our Park.  She loves 

her neighbors on East 5th Street and feels very wel-

come here.  Robin was a massage therapist for over 

30 years, but had to retire when she learned she had 

a vascular disease and could no longer function with-

out help.  Her doctor said she would be permanently 

disabled and Robin obtained a Service Dog to help 

her do daily activities.  She has spent many hours 

training Faith and being trained by the Service Dog 

trainers.   She takes her dog everywhere with her and 

Faith is her constant companion.  Robin is a Califor-

nia girl and grew up in Orange County.  She married 

a Marine and they traveled to many bases throughout 

the country.  Robin loves motorcycles and took lst 

Place at the Sturgis 50th Anniversary Rally.  Robin 

also loves gardening and her patio is filled with vege-

tables, flowers and herbs.  Welcome Robin!  

Ruth Pratt, Sp 230, arrived after a 

2 year hiatus.  Ruth and her son, 

Jim, had a lot of dusting to do.  

Welcome back Ruth.  And thank 

you Jim for getting her here safely 

and helping her with the cleanup! 

Have a wonderful Christmas  

everyone! 

   Annette 

Karan Simmons 

Robin Briggs & Faith 

her service dog 

Jim and Ruth Pratt 
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Halloween goblins entertained around the Park.  

L/R Lance (son) and Gwen Bryson, Mary Sargent, 

Delrene, Sharon Wilson ,and Gene Bryson. It was a 

blast again!!  Photo by Sharon Wilson 

Around the Park 

BINGO is back! On 

Wednesday, Nov 2 

we held our first Bingo 

party.  Gene Bryson 

was the caller, Linda 

Mutch showed her 

fine dauber, and we 

had a great turnout.  

Thank you to all    

volunteers who made 

this happen.  Come to 

Bingo, every Wednes-

day 6:30 pm. 

Check our Quail Valley Pickup Truck.  Now fully licensed 

and insured to Quail Valley.   

WELCOME BACK PARTY 

NOVEMBER 21  

Jeanne, Bob and Diana were enjoying the Quailers performance.  

Inga Rindal watching 

Quailers perform 



Around the Park 
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Taco Night at Quail… We had a full house! 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Nancy Sonnichsen Sénior Tony Komon 

We had about 115+ 

people attend our 

Thanksgiving Pot Luck 

Dinner on Thursday, 

November 24.  . 

Pauline Valha enjoyed 

the wonderful fare. 

The Boren family 

dined with us. 

Turkey, ham, dress-

ing, potatoes, etc.  

Plenty of everything. 
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NW Quadrant Report 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

When I asked Lance Bryson, 

Sp 59, how it was that he  

decided to spend some time 

in Quail Valley, he shared the 

story of Larry and Pat Hinkle 

(208). Lance has known them 

for several years and found 

their lifestyle very inspiration-

al. He thought “maybe there’s 

something in the water” at QV 

that keeps them so actively 

engaged in their 90’s! 

Lance and his younger brother grew up in Prunedale, 

California located near Monterey. After graduating 

from high school at 17, he really enjoyed working with 

his dad for two years delivering Frito Lay supplies and 

stocking shelves. After two years he was ready to 

venture out on his own career path. 

The job he enjoyed the most was the 7 years with  

Arnie’s Supply Service. It entailed delivering every 

conceivable product needed for bar supplies 

(everything except the alcohol). 

Recently retired after a 29-year career with UNFI 

Wholesale Food Distributors, all of it working the 

nightshift, Lance is ready for more leisure activities. 

Some of you may already have met him at water vol-

leyball, Bunco and Bingo. 

Having tried a six-month road trip in a 38-foot fifth 

wheel he is eager to try an alternative. Since his three 

sons and several grandchildren are spread far and 

wide (including one on a ship in the military), home 

base can be anywhere he would like it to be. 

Karaoke is one of Lance’s favorite hobbies. I loved 

hearing about his performance at the Dillon Road-

house, where he serenaded the patrons to the tune of 

“Love to Lay You Down” by Conway Twitty.  Other 

members of the park were there to enjoy the night as 

well! 

Welcome to the park Lance!  

Annette met Patti Covey and family at Taco Night on 

November 8.  Patti was with her new husband, Terry 

Stone, and her son Eric, who is a traveling artist.   

Patti and Terry were 

married on May 7th.  

Congratulations Patti 

and Terry. 

Eric, who is a stencil based 

spray paint artist is quite ac-

complished.  Eric was on his 

way to an art show in Arizona 

to exhibit his creations and 

stopped in at our park to 

visit Patti and Terry.  Just 

in time to enjoy Taco 

Night with everyone.  

Here is a sample of one 

of his paintings.   

 

 

Have a Merry Christmas everyone and hope you en-

joy the holiday season in Quail. 

   Rosie 

Lance Bryson, Sp 59 

Terry and Patti Stone 

Eric Dorris, Patti’s Son 

Eric Dorris’ Clint East-

wood art creation 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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It’s Just a Bunch of Garbage 

But do we ever make a lot of it!  On Monday the gar-

bage containers were overflowing and trash was 

stuffed in the barrels meant for recycling.  The floor 

was strewn with trash from the overflowing contain-

ers.  Did you know that our hauling company can re-

fuse to empty the containers if the trash is piled above 

the container line.  We are just lucky that that hasn’t 

happened yet.  We know many people are coming 

back for the season and have an extra amount of 

trash, but let’s remember not to overfill the containers 

and also to separate your recycling.  The containers 

that have the CA CRV code on them are placed in the 

round barrels and our Garden Committee takes them 

to the recycling center.  Did you know that the cash 

for CA CRV returns goes into the Garden Commit-

tee’s budget and enables the Committee to buy plants 

and garden equipment for our park.  By recycling the 

CA CRV containers, you are helping to beautify our 

park.  It’s a win/win deal.   

To help you know when is a 

good time to take your 

trash to the garbage, the 

trash is hauled Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays 

(usually in the after-

noons).  The 3 containers 

are for trash and the 1 con-

tainer is for cardboard and 

non CA CRV containers.  A 

good time to dispose of trash would be Tuesday, 

Thursday and Saturday mornings.   

With regard to the cardboard recycling container 

which is hauled every Friday, you may comingle card-

board, tin cans, glass bottles, aluminum pans, news-

papers, etc.  Look for the decal on the side of the bin 

to see the types of recycling you can put in there.  

Please also crush or dismantle your cardboard boxes 

to ensure the container doesn’t fill up too fast. 

Garden Committee Water Conservation Strategy 

The Garden Committee has been busy as bees, but 

you won’t see them planting their usual annuals.   

Instead they have taken a different approach.  With 

California’s drought they felt we needed to do our 

part conserving water.  Gene and Gwen Bryson,  

along with their dedicated gardener volunteers, have 

planted succulent plants that require less watering.  

They also do not require a dedicated water line filling 

the planters with water daily.  Most of it which usually 

ran through the planters and ended up on the 

ground.   

Check out these lovely succulents.  The Garden 

Committee purchased a portable water tank that they 

can pull behind their golf cart.  They take it over to 

the turtle pond and siphon the water out of the pond.  

Don’t worry, the pond will not dry up.  It is constantly 

being replenished with pool water that then drains 

into the culvert behind our park.  The turtle pond  

contains natural fertilizer which feeds the succulents.  

It’s a great solution to our irrigation system, less 

maintenance keeping the plants alive, and using re-

cycled water. 



Quail Valley Association  

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

70-201 Aurora Road  

Desert Hot Springs, CA  92241 

Phone 760-329-5757 

Fax 760-329-5798 

www.quailvalleyseniorpark.com 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month and 
thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com. 

   

 

Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

A Most Amazing Journey 

I spent the summer months reviewing the Quail 

Newsletters that were published since 2012.              

I decided to catalog as much of the content as I could 

from the first newsletter that I published to present.   

It was a job and took more time than I anticipated.     

I created a spreadsheet and ended up with 900+   

entries of events, quadrant reports, anniversary     

celebrations and interesting stories.  What a walk 

down memory lane this was for me.   

I plan to republish some of the articles about our park 

that new members would probably find fascinating, 

i.e. like how the water is used in our pools and where 

it goes; the positive energy vortex that exists in our 

park, and the hot water well.   

There were so many interesting articles about people 

and their backgrounds that I had forgotten.  And so 

many people who are no longer with us, but were 

larger than life.  The photos were also amazing to 

look at.   

I recommend to everyone to take some time to look 

at the past newsletters in the binders located in the 

Library and Laundry Room.  I plan to place the 23 

page catalog of articles in a special binder for these 

two sets.  They truly tell the history of our park and 

the fun times we have shared together.  It made me 

smile, laugh and remember how our park has       

progressed and realize the special place that Quail 

Valley is.   

Annette 

“Cruising by 

Land or by Sea” 

Quail Valley’s 38th 

Anniversary 

January 30, 2023 

Prepare for a great trip and bring 

your travel gear for a super ad-

venture…  By Land or By Sea.    

Come and hear the Word of God 

with discussions and teachings.  All 

are welcome to attend and partici-

pate. 

These meetings will be held in the 

Library next to the office between 

2:30 and 3:30 PM every Tuesday.   

 

Christian Fellowship in Library 


