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Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

Greetings!   

The busy season will too quickly be 

coming to a close.  The Going Home 

Party was a rousing success.  I have 

proposed the idea to several of you 

that we should call it the “Farewell Par-

ty” since not all of us are going home.  

Whatever we choose to call it, the Par-

ty is an opportunity for all us to share 

the Quail Valley spirit before we are 

separated for a time.  This year had a 

special joy about it as we came out 

from under the COVID cloud and  

 

shared the time 

with new members 

and with renters 

(old and new).   

Whatever your 

plans for the next several months,  

farewell until we meet again! 

Don 

Message from Don Irwin 

The wild flowers are blooming, the birds are nesting, and the Mockingbirds are 

singing their joyful tunes.  Here are some photos of the nesting Hummingbirds 

in our Park.  The hummers seem to have slowed down from visiting our feeders 

either because of all of the beautiful nectar-rich flowers in the park or they are 

busy sitting on their nests.  It’s the best time of the year in Quail. 

It’s Spring in the Dessert 

Another tiny nest on 8th 

& East Streets 

Quail 

Tiny nest on 6th & East 

Streets 

This hummer has a nest 

on 6th & West Streets 
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Meet Your Board as of March 2022 

 

Position Name Space 

 President Don Irwin       99  

 Vice President Ginny Austerman     235  

   Secretary Rick Martini      108  

 Treasurer Sharon Wilson     155  

 Maintenance  Jim Ryan       77  

                       Rob Cochran     267  

 At Large Dennis Kirk     151  

 Sharon Wilson      Jim Ryan          Rob Cochran       Dennis Kirk 

     Don Irwin                   Ginny Austerman            Rick Martini 

Thank you Gene Bryson and Dan Rue for your dedicated service to the Park as  Board members.  Congratu-

lations to the newly elected and re-elected Board Members: Dennis Kirk, Rick Martini, Sharon Wilson. 

Here are the election voting results: 

Rick Martini  111  

Dennis Kirk  102  

Sharon Wilson    95   

Pete Libbey    81   

Gene Bryson    71 

A huge thank you to Becca Chase and her volunteers who 

spent many hours distributing, following up with members and 

counting the ballots to ensure that this would be a fair and ac-

curate election.  Becca was proud of her team and the election 

went smoothly.    

 Jacque Pasa      John Murphy    Darlene Prybylski   Rosie Allison 

 

Position Name Space      

 Chairperson  Paul Baker   150  

 Vice Chair Ken Mutch       9        

 Secretary        Linda St. Denis  281   

 Buyers                Jacque Pasa  213     

                            John Murphy  217     

 Member at Large Darlene Prybylski    37     

 Treasurer            Rosie Allison     57     

Meet Your Senior Club Committee  

        Paul Baker     Ken Mutch                Linda St. Denis 

Thank you Bob Irwin, Joel Hembree, Alberta Binford and Deb Nemeth for your service on the Senior Club 

Committee!   
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Carl Kolonsky passed 

away in November 

2021.  He son, Darryl, 

shared the following 

tribute to his father’s life 

and career in the      

military in WWII.   

Darryl said Carl loved 

Quail Valley so much 

and all the great friends 

he made while there as 

a Canadian snowbird 

for many years.  He 

loved music and danc-

ing. 

 

In Memory of Carl Kolonsky 

 

 

Internet Access is 
now available in  
Social Hall and 
Pool area!  

 

Look for QVA-Clubhouse in the list 
of available networks. 

  Use Password:  qvaguest 

 

You’re invited  

Ice Cream Social on East 5th St 

Monday, April 4, 6 pm  

Jim and Sandie Zwart, Sp 214, will provide 

the ice cream.  You might want to bring 

goodies to put on your ice cream (clean out 

those fridges) i.e. bananas, strawberries, 

cherries, syrups, nuts, whip cream, cookies, 

etc.  Please bring your own beverages, 

bowls, spoons and chairs! 

It’s a fun and tasty event to 

end the season.   

See you there! 
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Lyndon & Helen Bechtel, 

Sp 104, are now full-time 

residents of Quail Valley. 

Helen’s parents (Jack and 

Betty Stinson) were the 

prior owners. They have 

been coming to the park 

for 23 years (occupying Sp 

122) while visiting with her 

parents. 

 

Sophie, their Miniature Schnauzer, was there to usher us 

into the patio.   With the soft sound of a garden fountain, it 

is the perfect setting for one of Lyndon’s favorite pass-

times, barbequing. 

Lyndon and Helen have been married for 22 years and met 

through mutual friends. It was during a Saturday Church 

service that Lyndon’s friend pointed her out and suggested 

he might want to introduce himself.  His prior notion of be-

ing a bachelor the rest of his life was gone in an instant.  

Six months later, Wedding Bells rang.  

They have six children; Helen (2 sons) and Lyndon (3 

daughters - one son).   

Helen grew up in Enumclaw, WA and attended a private 

school in Auburn.  Much of her family still lives in the area. 

After receiving her “Dental Hygienist” training at Pierce Col-

lege in Tacoma, Helen enjoyed a 17-year career in the 

Sumner area and five years in Sacramento.  She was al-

ways in high demand, with prior employers from Seattle to 

Sacramento asking specifically for Helen!   

To Helen, the most important and rewarding aspect of her 

work has been the lasting relationships she developed with 

each of her patients and employers.   

Lyndon’s youth was spent in Central America, where he 

helped his dad build boarding schools, orphanages and 

many other essential facilities. His dad was also a dental 

technician and taught Lyndon some basic dentistry skills.   

When a boarding school was completed, students from the 

surrounding areas would gather to receive their education.  

Lyndon reflected on the fact that Americans are very gen-

erous.  They donated tractors, road graders, tents, military 

supplies, desks, kitchens and whatever was necessary to 

complete a project.  There are still several missionary 

groups that travel to Central America to give of their time 

and resources. 

A donated Land Rover was Lyndon’s means of transporta-

tion through the jungle.  Logistics were a problem in getting 

to the building sites.  Fortunately for Lyndon, he was of-

fered an opportunity to become a pilot at no cost to himself.  

At the age of 24, Lyndon traveled to Seattle’s Boeing Field, 

where he received his first flying lesson.  After receiving his 

pilot’s license, a local Seattle Church purchased a 1977 

Piper PA-12 and donated it to him for the purpose of mis-

sionary flying in Central America.  Helen reflected on the 

coincidence that she was a member of the Church that pro-

vided the airplane to the person 

that would become her husband. 

He continued to fly missions in 

Central America until 1992. Later, 

he returned to the US where he 

learned to fly helicopters.  He 

also piloted for Guam Airlines and 

flew for a “Tuna Fishing Compa-

ny”.  Every boat in the fishing 

fleet had a helicopter pad. 

Before learning to fly a jet, he 

was asked by the “Tuna Boat” 

owner…. “What do you know 

about jets?”  His response was, 

they fly fast and cost lots!  The 

owner told him to learn to fly them because he was going 

to buy a fleet.  In two-months Lyndon was certified to fly 

jets and flew all over the Pacific.  His favorite was a West-

wind (9-passenger) long range business jet.  He has 

logged 30,000 hours of flying time over 35 years.  Helen 

was invited to fly on the corporate jets and loved it very 

much. 

In 2016 he flew a KMAX helicopter to fight the Pioneer Fire 

in Idaho for two months.  The KMAX is unique in the way 

the blades mesh to produce less downdraft and is also 

used to haul logging equipment. 

One day Lyndon got a call from one of his business clients 

asking… “is the airplane ready”?  His client had been    

frustrated with the ticket counter for a commercial flight he 

was trying to catch at the Palm Springs Airport.  Lyndon 

responded “I can be there in two hours”.  And two hours 

later, he taxied up to the gate, picked up the client and 

away they flew! 

On a mission to Uganda, Lyndon contracted malaria.  He 

was treated at Eisenhower Medical Center in Palm 

Springs. 

Both like to cook and travel.  Lyndon is a licensed ham op-
erator with the shortwave radio in his 
shed turned on whenever he’s 
around.  CQ  CQ  CQ….                Rosie 

NW Quadrant News 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Lyndon & Helen Bechtel with 

their pet, Sophie 

Lyndon holding a model of 

the Westwind Jet he flew 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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Meet Andy Herbst, Sp 284 

I noticed a case of sports 

beverages stacked up on the 

serving counter at Coffee 

last month.  The servers said 

it was free for the taking.  

The name on the cans was 

Rock N Roll and after read-

ing the can label I discov-

ered the beverage contained 

stevia, pom-

egranate, 

milk thistle, grape seed, goji berry 

and green tea.  Zero calories, carbs 

or sugar.  Could this product be the 

fountain of youth beverage to give us 

all a boost and reverse our aging?   I 

asked the servers that morning 

where the cans came from.  They 

said they were donated by Andy 

Herbst who recently purchased Sp 

284 on East Street.  I wanted to 

learn more and meet Andy to dis-

cuss this remarkable beverage.  I knew there would 

be a great story here.  I waited a couple of days and 

found Andy setting up his unit.  I welcomed him to the 

park and introduced myself.  Then I asked if I could 

interview him. 

Here is his story.  Andy was born and raised in South 

Africa.  His father worked for South African Airlines 

and in 1965 was sent to the U.S. to set up new plane 

routes throughout the country and brought his family 

with him.  Andy fell in love with our country, especially 

California where his sister eventually settled in Santa 

Barbara.  He moved in with her and became an avid 

surfer.  He loved the famous beach towns and great 

surfing along the coast.  He also spent some time in 

Hawaii to surf the islands.  One day he was riding a 

wave in Hawaii and took a bad spill and broke a num-

ber of ribs.  It took a long time to heal and that ended 

his surfing days.  He still has pain today from the inju-

ry.  After returning to California, he became a concert 

promoter and traveled throughout the country organ-

izing events.  Later he got into the beverage busi-

ness.  He trademarked the Rock N Roll name and 

created the Rock N Roll sports drink.  He wanted to 

make a product that was healthy and beneficial.  He 

said the sugar in his product, Stevia, is the most 

healthful sugar and is not common in sports drinks.  

He added the other natural ingredients to enhance 

the product and said it really does give you a boost.  

He drinks it every day.  His product is sold mainly in 

the east as he is not licensed to distribute it in Califor-

nia yet.  He has a warehouse full of the beverage.  

Andy sold his business to a large investment group 

but is still a sharehold-

er.  It was a lucrative 

venture.   

Later on he took his 

trademarked name, 

Rock N Roll, and cre-

ated a liquor line.  He 

had a master distiller custom create a fine tasting te-

quila that was smooth and met Andy’s criteria for a 

superior liquor.  He said the Tequila has the taste that 

most American’s prefer.  His Tequila is triple distilled 

and top shelf.  The Rock N Roll Tequilla products sold 

on the market are Mango, Strawberry and Platinum.  

Andy has since sold the business and remains a 

shareholder.                  

To learn more about the product line visit 

www.rocknrolltequila.com.   

Andy has lived in the Coachella Valley for 5 years 

and has a residence in the Omni resort near Palm 

Springs.  He said he loves the desert climate and the 

dry heat, although he misses the water.  He plans to 

visit Quail Valley to relax from his busy life and when 

he wants to take a break.  Hopefully, when he returns 

he will bring some more of his beverages with him for 

us to sample.  Welcome to Quail Valley Andy! 

Annette 

SE Quadrant News 

  by Annette Gifford 

agiffordmke@gmail.com  

414-931-9566 

Space 221 

Andy Herbst 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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Around the Park 

 

Soup Lunch, 3/1/22 

Going Home Party, 3/13/22 

Soup Lunch was 

amazing with 5  

different kinds of 

soup, and many 

desserts and      

salads.  We sure 

didn’t leave hungry. 

Spaghetti Dinner, 2/27/22 

Nancy’s Daughter Jennifer 

(right) and granddaughter 

Rachel (left) helped serve. 

Kelly showing of the 

tasty meal. 

Marian and Becca at the Bar with Rick 

Georgie & Wes serving up the food  

Estelle serving the bread 
The calm before the storm 
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Workshop Temporarily Closed 

A few weeks ago, during the Park Sale, someone 
used the equipment in the Park’s Workshop and 
quickly left closing the door behind them.  Shortly 
thereafter the smoke alarm went off.  We opened the 
door and the room was filled with smoke.  We could-
n’t find the fire, but knew something wasn’t right.  Af-
ter further investigation we discovered that the blade 
on the table saw was very dull and the hot dull saw 
had ignited the sawdust that had collected beneath 
the blade.  It could have easily started a fire.  We 
were appalled at the mess in the workshop.  There 
was sawdust everywhere and no one had emptied 
the shop vac or changed the filter. The filter was 
caked with a season’s worth of sawdust.  Obviously 
the shop vac was not working and collecting the saw-
dust from the table saw. The room was in total disar-
ray.  I remember how beautiful the room was when it 
was rebuilt from the last fire.  We had all new equip-
ment, a new air conditioner, air compressor, and 
work tables.  We were proud that our Park offered 

such a fine facility for use to 
its  members.  After this last 
incident, the Board took im-
mediate action and closed 
the workshop.  Once the 
members discovered the 
shop was closed and locked, 
and learned the reason, a 
solution was found.  Csaba 
Nemeth, Sp 124, volunteered to clean up the room, 
and Jim Campbell replaced the saw and shop vac 
filter.  In the future a team will be monitoring the 
workshop to ensure it is kept clean.  The Board ac-
cepted the solution but stated that if the workshop is 
not kept up, it will be closed permanently.  So users 
please clean up after yourselves.  Don’t wait for the 
next user to clean up your mess.  Another incident 
like this could close the workshop permanently, and 
we will all loose the privilege of having this workshop 
available to our members. 

Around the Park 

 

Taco team hamming it up.     

It takes an army! 

Another gorgeous sunset in 

the desert.   

Full moon rising.  Thank you 

Lyndon Bechtal for photo. 

Leprechauns at Coffee: Monica & Jim Campbell 

and Dianne Pavitt.  Proud to be Irish! 

Another great Ta-

co dinner put on 

by Linda Mutch & 

Joyce Cook 



Quail Valley Association  

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

70-201 Aurora Road  

Desert Hot Springs, CA  92241 

Phone 760-330-5757 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month 
and thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com
    

Annette Gifford, Editor 

NEW MEMBERS 
Ray Buck, Sp 158 

Justin & Inga Rindal, Sp 179 

Judy Kusler, Sp 112 

Greg & Jackie Folsom, Sp 80 

John Everett or Janis Andre, Sp 147 

Karan Ann Simmons, Sp 209      

On March 10, 2022, Dick Madison the President of 
Citizen on Patrol spoke to our community about sim-
ple things we can do to help our park from being in-
vaded.  He mentioned that most thefts or break-ins 
occur between 3 and 5 am.  And that they are more 
likely to happen in the wintertime when the park is full, 
as there are a lot more vehicles in the park with per-
sonal items for the picking.   Here are some tips he 
shared with us. 

 Always lock your car 

 Keep your car free of stuff.  Do not leave coins, 
envelopes, bags or personal items inside your car. 

 Keep your units and golf carts locked. 

 Have a few golf carts patrol around park after it 
gets dark.  Put flashing yellow lights on carts so 

anyone driving outside of your 
park can see there are people 
patrolling your community.    

 Make sure you have a sticker 
on your windshield showing 
you are a resident, renter, or 
guest. 

 Make sure you stop and wait for the gate to close 
behind you so people or vehicles see you are be-
ing vigilant. 

 

Other things we can do are put up motion sensors 
around our units.  If you see suspicious activity near 
your space, use your car key fob to flash and beep to 
let them know you are watching. 

Guest Speaker at Coffee with Be Safe Advice 

“Cruising by Land 
or by Sea” 

The Southeast Quadrant is 

pleased to announce the theme & 

date for Quail Valley’s 38th        

Anniversary. 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

Prepare for a great trip and bring your 

travel gear for a super adventure… 

By Land or By Sea.  Sea you then. 

Dick Madison 


