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Hello to our valued membership. This 

is my last article as President. I want to 

thank all of you for your help and sup-

port provided to the Park and Board to 

keep our Park the best place to be 

here in the Coachella Valley.   Any 

successes our Park has realized this 

past year are due to you. Your Board 

has tried very hard to bring improve-

ments to the Park and, in spite of the 

COVID-19 and Omnicom Virus, have 

found the Park to be more of what you 

expect.  Improvements and changes 

can only be made with dedicated folks 

who have the tenacity 

to see them imple-

mented.  I hope we 

can continue to work 

on a constructive   

vision for the future 

which focuses on the activities and  

efforts that make Quail Valley the 

unique Park it is. 

May you all be blessed with good 

health and a pathway filled with joy in 

the years ahead. 

A Message from Dennis 

Dennis Kirk, 

Board President 

Dennis 

QV 37th Anniversary   

Monday, January 31, 2022 

7 to 8 am  Donuts and Coffee, Social Hall 

  8:30 am  Lineup for Parade on 9th Street 

  9:10 am  Parade starts  

10:30 am  Games begin around Park 

12:30 pm  Bar opens, Outside Library 

  1:00 pm  Lunch, Outside Library 

  4:30 pm  Awards, Entertainment, Dessert            

     Social Hall 

Gather your Hawaiian themed 
party wear. 
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I was reminded of what a wonderful country we live 
in after a patio visit with my new neighbors…. 

Larry and Alla Davydov 
recently purchased Sp 63 
on West 2nd Street from 
Lee and Bunny Bunner.  
They became familiar with 
the area during annual 
visits from their apartment 
in Van Nuis, California to 
friends living in Sky Val-
ley.  Clean air, water and 
an abundance of friendly 
intellectuals in the com-
munity convinced them to 
purchase in Quail Valley. 

Born in Ukraine, Larry also lived in Russia and Ger-
many.  Alla’s mother (Liubov) is from Ukraine and 
has come to live with them.  The name Davydov is 
from the “Family of King David.” 

Larry, who speaks several languages, expounded on 
how much he loves living in America, arriving at Ellis 
Island on New Year’s Eve 1999. He says there is no 
place in the world that enjoys the freedom of speech, 
friends, religion, marriage and employment that 
America does.  In Russia you lived by two words… 
“Trust and Obey.”  He has also come to the realiza-
tion there are only two nationalities in the world; 
“Good People and Bad People.”  

With the help of Ancestery.com Larry discovered his 
ancestors escaped from Russia and came to Ellis 
Island in 1905.  He also located many relatives in To-
ronto 17 years ago. 

Larry met Alla through former colleagues at a church 
function about 10 years ago.  Before they married, 
both discovered they had family connections 30 
years ago in Ukraine.  Alla has been a registered 
nurse for more than 30 years and worked at a Rehab 
center in Los Angeles.  She has recently been 
providing care and home schooling for the 5-year old 
child of a Tech Executive that is working on artificial 
intelligence.   

Music has been a lifelong passion for Larry.  Having 
a doctorate in music, he directed the choir in a syna-
gogue, played clarinet in Germany for 5 years, and 
taught US History from traditional book instruction 
and a well-traveled lifestyle.  Larry has offered to 
bring his musical talents to the Quail Valley jamming 
sessions. 

Driving through Europe you cross into a different 
country every 300 miles with language and culture 
changes.  In the United States everybody was the 
same.   

During the last 10 years, Larry drove limousine for 
Hollywood stars: Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, Jennifer 
Aniston, Jennifer Lopez, Mike Tyson, Steven Spiel-
berg, Taylor Swift, Stevie Wonder, Owen Wilson, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger and Zorro (Antonio Banderas)! 
Small world… Stephen Spielberg’s grandmother and 
Larry’s grandmother are from same small village in 
Ukraine. 

Asked who the best tipper was and after a pause 
Larry responded… it’s not one of the biggest stars…  
Dennis Quaid was the most generous of all! 

During COVID Larry has been driving truck from sea-
board to seaboard and border to border.  Larry had 
an interesting prospective on careers of the future…. 
Trucks will drive themselves; restaurants ask you to 
speak into a box to order but plumbers are still in 
high demand! 

Alla’s is very proud of her children.  Her son is Chief 
of the Fire Department in Ukraine and her daughter 
is an English Teacher in Georgia (Russia).  Alla has 
2 grandchildren. 

Music runs in the family for Larry… his daughter 
graduated from the Cleveland Music Institute and is 
an opera singer.  His son still lives in Russia. 

NW Quadrant News 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Rosie 

Larry and Alla Davydov.  

With Alla’s  mother, Liubov, 

(middle) who is visiting them 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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Meet Solveig Lamberg      

Sp 285  

Solveig discovered Quail Val-

ley Senior Park when she 

decided to look for a place to 

live.  She found us on line, 

came and visited our park 

and liked what she saw.  She 

was living in Yucca Valley 

and wanted to live closer to 

the desert cities.   Solveig 

immigrated with her parents 

from Norway.  They lived in Brooklyn, NY for 10 

years.  In the 60s and 70s she worked in various 

boutiques and did some modeling.  Later she be-

came an English teacher.  She lived in Hawaii and 

taught high school students there for 10 years.  

Solveig’s passion is cultural based education.  She 

has a Bachelor’s degree and two Masters Degrees.  

When she retired, she moved to Yucca Valley and 

lived with a friend.  Solveig dabbles in bead work and 

basket weaving.  She also took a course in web de-

sign.  Welcome to the Quail family, Solvieg. 

Meet the Fosters, Sp 132 

Bill and Margaret Foster are not new to the park, but 

are new owners.  They purchased Dick and Aggie 

Valko’s Park Model on 9th Street and plan to move in 

this month.  They rented in the Park in 2015-16-17 

and then in later years traveled to Florida and Mesa, 

AZ wintering in the warm climates.  After exploring 

many parks they decided to return to Quail Valley.  

Bill says the weather here is the best in the country.  

He loves our sunny days and dry climate.  They also 

like the friendly communi-

ty at Quail.  It feels like 

home and family.  Their 

favorite activity in the park 

is playing mini golf and 

said Quail has an excel-

lent mini golf course.  

They play mini golf almost 

every day.  Bill likes to 

shoot pool and is looking 

for some players to join 

him.  

Bill served in the Navy for 

4 years and specialized in 

radar surveillance equip-

ment.  Margaret came to the U.S. from the U.K. when 

she was 21.  She worked in the administrative field 

for a high school.  Margaret is an interior decorator 

and loves to stage tea parties.  The settings are ex-

quisite reminiscent of the English tea parties from the 

past.   They dress up in lovely English attire and 

beautiful vintage hats.   Both Bill and Margaret love 

to dance and have been in many competitions.  Bill 

also taught ballroom dancing.  They met at a dance 

at the Sands and began dating.  Three years later 

they married.  They have been married 6 years.  Bill 

has one son and Margaret has a son and a daughter 

from previous marriages.  Together they have 3 

grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren.  Bill and 

Margaret live in Olympia, WA in the summer.  They 

enjoy mushroom hunting in the forests in Washington 

and can identify many kinds of mushrooms.  Wel-

come back to the “family” Bill and Margaret! 

Annette 

SE Quadrant News by Annette Gifford, temporary Quadrant reporter 

Solveig Lamberg  

Bill & Margaret Foster 

New Food Event Format 
Both Pancake Breakfast and Taco Tuesdays will offer takeout for 

people who wish to COVID distance.   

For the Pancake event the price is $7 at the door.  Takeout is the 

same price and you will be allowed one pass through on the food line.  .  

Mark you Calendar:  Pancake Breakfast, Feb 8, 7:30 to 9:00 am 

  Taco Tuesday, Feb 15, 5 pm Takeout, 5:30 Social, 6 pm Dinner 
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Around the Park 

The Full Moon Howl-in on Jan 17 was a 

howling good time.  Thank you Marc, Patti and 

Becca for organizing it.  And thank you Senior 

Club for the hot chocolate.  Photos by Annette 

& Patti 

Taco Tuesday The taco ingredients were delicious.  We have 

some great cooks in this park.  It takes over 20 volunteers to put 

this event on.  Takeout meals are encouraged. 

The Food Court was popular 

among bargain hunters. 

The Patio Sale was a huge success.  Lots of 

bargains.  Mary Sargent, Sp 192, displaying her 

doll collection.  She had some rare dolls for sale. 

Kristin Galovin, Sp 210, had 

a huge display of items for 

sale.  She did well $$$ 

Becca showing off the grand 

prize Moon Pie for the first    

person who spotted the Moon. 

The streets were 

lined with patio sales 

and customers.  

COVID masks were 

worn by most.
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(Re) Building the Wall 

I heard about the big project underway on the west side border of our Park.  The 

adjacent park bordering us on the west side contacted us and told us our border 

wall was sagging against their fence nearly col-

lapsing it.  The chain link fence and posts had de-

teriorated and loosened up and were starting to 

fall down.  Our Park took a look at the problem 

and came up with a labor intensive fix.   Mike 

Wolkosky, Sp 115,  and Pete Stefulj, Sp 67,      

volunteered to work on this project and have a 

huge task to complete.  The crew, working in sec-

tions, removed the chain link fence and rusted 

poles, excavated a trench along the fence, took 6 

foot metal poles and drilled them into the ground 

by 5 feet then reinforced the trench with 4x6x12 

treated planks.  This process will need to eventu-

ally be done along the whole length of the fence 

border.  It will take some time to do and the work 

crew will take it section by section.  Anyone in the 

Park who would like to pitch in and help these two 

guys are encouraged to join the crew.  See Gene 

Bryson, Sp 77. 

Mike Wolkosky displaying the 

metal pole that secures the  

retaining wall. 

Park Sale Rescheduled for February 19 

Due to so many activities at the end of January, and a newsletter deadline, it seemed prudent to reschedule 

our Park Sale from Feb 5 to Feb 19.   The sale will be an outdoor event occupying the two Greens outside 

the Library, the Parking Area and Office Street between 5th and 6th Streets.   Due to the COVID threat we 

believe an outside event is the best venue.  We welcome your donations of gently used items prior to the 

sale.  Lots of volunteers will be needed as well.  Sign up sheets will be posted in early February.  The food 

court serving hot dogs and burgers will be held under the pine tree on 6th Street.  Volunteers will also be 

needed for that event as well.  This is the biggest fund raiser for our Park and the Senior Committee.  And it’s 

lots of fun.  Please consider volunteering.  We need you! 

Park Donation 

Pynne Hinshaw’s family kindly donated a workout bike, stretch bands and 10 lb bar 

bells to the Activity Center workout facility.  The family also donated many items from 

Pynne’s Park Model and storage unit at Space 21.  Pynne passed away from cancer 

in November 2021 and the family is settling her estate.  Pynne’s sister, Marsha, plans 

to occupy the park model next season and enjoy winter in our Park.  Welcome, Mar-

sha (and Cleo too, her sweet doxy).  Thank you for your generous donations.  

 

Before 

After 
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102 And Still Dancing! 

The Park celebrated Vince Dufresne’s 102 Birthday on January 9.  Vince is 

a Charter Member and we are thrilled to have him here with us.  Vince, 

Jean and his family invited the Park to join them for cake and dancing.  

Jack Wick played Vince’s favorite tunes.  And yes Vince was still dancing!  

A good time was had by all.   Congratulations, Vince. 

If you haven’t voted for the people running for the Board, better 

hurry up.  The deadline for submitting your ballot ends on February 

16, 5 pm. We have some outstanding people running for the Board 

and they need your support.  Remember, these are the people 

who govern our Park and will represent your best interests.  We 

thank them for volunteering to keep our Park independent.  I also 

want to thank my committee of great volunteers who made this 

happen. 

Don’t Forget to Vote 

Becca Chase, Inspector of Elections 
Election Volunteers: Audrey Vanos, Nancy Isbel, 
Rosie Allison, Frank Buck, Jackie Parker, Becca 
Chase, Nancy Sonnichsen, Mary Buck, Karen 
Griffith, Irene and Dave Bitikofer (Alberta Binford 
and Annette Gifford, not pictured) 

Vince and Jean’s family:  Bill and Allison, Kelly, 

Jean and Vince 

HEY NEW MEMBERS …  

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Park donates the proceeds from 

our recycling towards the Garden Club 

so they can fill the Park with colorful 

flowers and shrubs.  The only recycling 

that pays are the items marked CA 

CRV.  Those items should be placed in 

the round barrels in trash area.  Gene 

Bryson and others collect the CRV 

cans, bottles, milk jugs and glass from 

the barrels and take them to the recy-

cling center.   So look for the CA CRV 

emblem on the container and sort your 

recycling accordingly.  The Park thanks 

you for your efforts and the members 

do too. 

Thank you Joel for photos. 
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Living with COVID  

We are in year 2 of living with COVID and we know 

more about the virus than ever before.  Right now we 

are dealing with a highly contagious mutation of the 

virus call Omicron which is 4 times as contagious 

than the Delta variant.  After talking to knowledgeable 

people in the Park, we would like to share what we 

have learned.  COVID is a URI 

(upper respiratory infection) virus like 

the cold or flu.  Basic protections 

such as wearing N95 masks, not 

touching your nose or mouth when 

being around people, social distanc-

ing and disinfecting areas are still the best ways to 

protect yourselves from getting COVID.   

How likely you are to get sick from a virus is depend-

ent on 2 factors: 1) how contagious the virus is (or 

how good it is at infecting people) and 2) its viru-

lence (how severely ill it can make you).  Experts say 

eventually everyone will get it but how sick you get 

from it depends upon 3 factors:  1) how strong the 

virus is,  2) the status of your immune system at 

the time of exposure,  and 3) the dose of virus you 

receive.  The average Omicron patient spreads the 

disease to 8 others.  However, the Delta Variant is 4 

times as virulent, meaning 4 times as many people 

catching Delta will require hospitalization compared to 

those catching the Omicron Variant.  Currently, 98% 

of COVID cases in the USA are of the Omicron Vari-

ant.  Even though Omicron infection tends to be much 

less serious than Delta, it infects 4 times as many 

people, so our hospitals are again overwhelmed with 

COVID patients and about as many people are dying 

from it.  There isn’t much we can do about this as it is 

just the nature of the virus itself. 

Your immune system.  Those with long term com-

promised immune systems are more susceptible to 

becoming severely ill from COVID   Even those with 

generally strong immune systems can have short 

term effects from things like stress, over exertion, ex-

posure to temperature extremes, etc.  These can tem-

porarily impair immune function and if you are ex-

posed to a virus at that time, you are more prone to 

becoming ill from it.  An underactive immune system 

makes it easier for the virus to invade your body.  

Chronic diseases like Diabetes, Cardio vascular dis-

ease, etc., can deplete your immune system.  An 

overactive immune system creates problems also.  

Most of the symptoms we experience from an URI are 

the byproduct of our body’s attempts to get rid of it.  

Fever, increased secretions 

of mucous, inflammation 

(red, hot, tender, swollen) of mucous membranes are 

the general methods used to rid you of a virus.  If un-

checked, they can go on to produce pneumonia.  If 

your immune system is chronically overactive, as in 

severe allergies, rheumatoid arthritis, MS, ALS, and 

other auto immune diseases, you may over react to 

the COVID virus and you may become very ill.  Not 

much can be done in the short term for chronic im-

mune system impairment.  Those blessed with normal 

immune function can avoid stress, get adequate 

sleep, eat healthfully, and avoid extremes of tempera-

ture and activity to keep their immune system strong. 

The dose of virus you receive is determined by how 
many viruses you are exposed to over what amount 
of time.  The worst case scenario is receiving a lot of 
viruses in a short period of time.  The more viruses 
that are present, the stronger your body is going to 
react, and the sicker you will be.  If your exposure to 
the virus happens slowly enough, you can deal with it 
with minimal reaction and perhaps beat it without any 
symptoms or just mild ones.  How do you reduce the 
dose you receive?  Wear an N95 or KN95 mask,    
socially distance, avoid crowded indoor spaces, wash 
hands frequently, don’t touch mucous membranes 
with your bare fingers.  Sound familiar?  Even though 
most of us will be exposed to the Omicron Variant, 
your body can fight it off and provide you with immuni-
ty to it, without becoming very ill or ill at all, if you take 
action to reduce or slow down the viral dose you re-
ceive.  This is where one can take most effective ac-
tion to avoid serious illness from COVID, regardless 
of your vaccination status.  If those around you follow 
these practices, it’s even more effective.  The masks 
restrict viruses from getting out of a sick body as well 
as restrict them from getting into a healthy body. 

You are more likely to get exposed from someone 
you know and are comfortable with than from a 
stranger or someone you don’t associate with much 
because you are in closer contact with them for long-
er periods.  Your living partner is probably safe but 
the idea of a “bubble” of friends who are out and   
about doing various things separate from you is more 
risky.  It is safest to assume everyone you have con-
tact with could infect you and act accordingly.  This is 
not a putdown or a negative judgment on others.    
Anyone can be exposed. 

Continued on Page 8 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month and 
thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com 
   

Annette Gifford, Editor 

Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

Nominations For Senior Committee 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
William & Margaret Foster, Sp 132 

William & Sheri Schumacher, Sp 195 

The notion that vaccinated people are safer to be 

around than unvaccinated does not hold up when it 

comes to the Omicron variant.  While breakthrough 

cases in the vaccinated are more common with this 

variant (65% protection from infection from Delta ver-

sus only 30% from Omicron) , they tend to be less 

severe and lead to significantly fewer hospitalizations.  

The vaccinated can spread the virus as easily as the 

unvaccinated while their body is defeating the virus, 

even if they have no symptoms.   

In summation, follow lifestyle practices that keep your 
immune system working optimally (avoid stress, get 
adequate sleep, avoid excesses in activity and weath-
er exposure, eat healthfully) and adopt practices that 
minimize your dose of COVID viruses (wear a mask 
in public, socially distance, wash hands frequently, 
don’t touch mucous membranes without a tissue) and 
you will improve your chances of beating COVID 
while reducing the chances that you spread it to your 
friends and loved ones.  This is important regardless 
of your vaccination status. 

Do you know someone who might be good on our 

Senior Committee?  Or do you want to run yourself?  

Nomination time has begun.  We are looking for 2 

men and 1 lady to replace Ken Mutch, Bob Irwin and 

Jacque Pasa.  If you wish to run or know of someone 

you would like to nominate, please contact any   

member of the Committee.  Please note that you 

need to submit your nomination in writing.  If you are 

nominating someone else, you must have their con-

sent in writing as well.   The Senior Committee meets 

in the Library every Wednesday at 1:30 pm.  This is a 

great way to better know the Park and its activities 

and have fun at our social events.  Please consider 

running.   

 

Continued from Page 7 


