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Howdy Folks. HAPPY NEW YEAR!    

May 2022 be the year of putting Covid 

on it’s heels! 

Hope you all had a wonderful Holiday! 

There are some issues that we ALL need 

to address to keep our Park safe.  

Recently, we have had some people enter-

ing our park without our knowledge.  They 

actually came in from Aurora Road and got 

in our park to use our swimming pool and 

facilities.  There have been other breaches 

and thefts.  If you see someone who looks 

suspicious, question them and if they don’t 

belong here call 911.   You should also 

alert your neighbors and others to be on 

the lookout.  Strangers don’t like to be 

spotted and your vigilance will discourage 

them from “visiting” our Park uninvited.   

There have been a number of speeding 

issues noted on East Street, 1
st
 and West 

Street. Please remember there is a 10 mph 

speed limit in the Park. This is for the  

safety of all as we have many walkers en-

joying our quiet streets. 

Please slow down and 

protect your fellow 

Park Members. 

Spectrum issues: If 

you have received a bill 

from Spectrum with a charge for any of the 

authorized equipment or have been 

charged any setup fees when you went to 

open a new account, please drop by the 

office and have a copy of your bill placed in 

my mailbox. If it is not already on the bill, 

please write your space number on the 

front of it. I will send it to Spectrum to get 

you a credit. 

Also, if you have any issues with your 

equipment or service don’t forget to keep 

this number handy (833-697-7328). 

If you have not returned your old Spectrum 

(the small black box and remote control) 

please do so. There is a box in the Library 

for the old Spectrum cable boxes. 

A Message from Dennis 

Dennis Kirk, 

Board President 

Dennis 

QV 37th Anniversary,  Monday, January 31, 2022 

Here is draft itinerary… (subject to change). 

7:00 to 8:30 Donuts and Coffee, Social Hall 

9:00 am lineup parade on 1st Street 

9:30 am Parade starts 

11:30 am Bar Open, Outside Library 

12:00 Noon Lunch, Outside Library 

1:30 pm Games begin around Park 

5:00 pm Awards and Entertainment, Social Hall 

Get Ready 

Gather your Hawaiian 
themed party wear. 
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Meet Virgil and Lois Clark, 
Sp 83.  But first of all, let me 
express my profound grati-
tude to Virgil and Lois for the 
kindness they bestowed up-
on my hometown of Pateros, 
Washington after the devas-
tating Carlton Complex Fire 
in 2014.  Bob and I lost our 
home, as did 350 others in 
our community.  While interviewing Virgil and Lois for 
this Newsletter, to my surprise… I learned that they 
were immediate volunteers in Pateros helping with 
our recovery effort.  

By your example a new gener-
ation of volunteers is born! This 
newly displaced child was 
catching a nap inside the 
Pateros High School Gym 
while the parents assisted 
around the clock to disperse 
emergency supplies to others 
that were in need. 

Virgil and Lois Clark have a long history with Quail 
Valley.  Lois’s parents, Cliff and Delsie Lang were 
Charter Members, having lived in Sp 93 and 177. 

Lois grew up in Langlois on the beautiful Oregon 
coast.  Since agate hunting is my favorite pass-time I 
couldn’t resist asking her to share secret local 
knowledge of where to find gravel bars that expose 
beautiful agates, petrified wood and sea-glass after a 
winter storm.   

Thirty-one years ago, Virgil and Lois met at a singles 
retreat.  They raised a family and farmed in Moses 
Lake (near Virgil’s hometown of Othello) for many 
years.  Hay was the main crop that was planted, har-
vested, priced and sold to market.  Eight grandchil-
dren still live in the Moses Lake area.  Water sports 
was a favorite recreational activity. 

Currently their home base is near Ardenvoir, beauti-
fully located between Wenatchee and Chelan in east-
ern Washington and boasts a population of 45!   

For many years, Virgil and Lois have devoted their 
time to Maranatha Volunteers International.  In Janu-
ary 2022 they will be building a church in Ciudad 
Constitucion, BCS, Mexico.  Paradise, California was 
totally destroyed by fire in 2018.  Over the span of 
two years their effort built 450 storage units to safe-
guard personal belongings and equipment while in-
frastructure was being rebuilt. 

Africa, India, Nepal, Mexico, Costa Rica, Nicaragua 
and Belize are among the list of other countries that 
have benefitted from the generous giving of their 
time.  In Belize they renovated an orphanage.  

Thank you for taking the time to share your life’s ex-
periences.  Safe travels to your next destination.  

Alan Dine and Angela.           
I recently met Alan Dine and 
his partner, Angela, who are 
currently renting Sp 74.  This 
is their second visit to Quail 
Valley, having spent two 
months in the Park last year.  
Recently they spent the    
summer in Winthrop, a truly 
western theme town, in    east-
ern Washington.  Big Bear is 
another favorite for staying 
cool during the hot desert summer. 

Originally from Ohio, Alan has worked in various 
countries around the world as a nurse biologist in the 
field of medical research.  Alan is an accomplished 
guitar player and is considering joining the Quail   
Valley musicians next season. 

Angela is from Indio and retired six years ago after a 
15-year career as a card dealer for Agua Caliente 
Casino.  After retirement, Angela traveled around the 
country in an RV.  The journey began by taking High-
way 101 from California to Washington then cross 
country to the eastern seaboard where she was 
chased by a hurricane all the way back to Colorado. 

Six years ago, Alan and Angela rendezvoused at the 
John Wayne Airport.  Since then they have been en-
joying the full-time RV lifestyle. 

 

NW Quadrant News 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Virgil and Lois Clark, Sp 83 

Alan Dine & Angela, Sp 74 

Continued on Page 3 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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   Rosie 

Dawn Zwart, along with her 

dog, Remi, visited her parents, 

Jim and Sandie, Sp 214, in De-

cember.  Dawn is on a 21 day 

adventure traveling throughout 

the west.  Dawn and Remi love 

to hike and have discovered 

many wonderful hiking trails 

during their travels.  Dawn is 

from Des Moine, Iowa, where 

she works as an insurance con-

sultant.  She likes staying at 

remote places and hiking the areas.  Sandie says she 

has stayed in a storage container at one campsite, 

and at another rented a Yurt while she explored the 

area.  She has also stayed in a miners cabin.   

Georgie Herigastad, Sp 218 also had family visiting in 

December…. 

Kristin Galovin, Sp 210, has been in Cocoa Beach, 

Florida on a job assignment.  She will be returning 

soon if not already.  Tough job assignment, Kirsten.  

Hurry back! 

Jim and Monica Campbell, Sp 211, daughter, Char-

magne with festive holiday lights.  Welcome back 

Charmagne. 

Hugh Kendall, Sp 244, came back from a recent trip 

to Los Algodones, Mexico with some beautiful ceram-

ic and metal sculptures.  He plans to decorate his 

space in front and in the back of 

his unit.  He has cultivated quite a 

garden space behind his trailer.  

He plans to plant vegetable and 

flower gardens in raised planters.  

He has a great sunny space back 

there and his gardens should 

thrive.  We sure hope so.  His 

neighbors on 6th Street are looking forward to his 

bountiful harvest!  Hugh has volunteered to be on the 

Architectural Committee and is looking forward to be-

ing part of the team.   

I stopped over to visit with Paula Valha and Rob Fos-

ter’s place, Sp 283.  Rob has been working on in-

stalling a new split heating and air conditioning unit.  

He also installed a new laminate floor throughout the 

trailer.  It looks lovely.  They are slowly settling in and 

getting the place set up for their comfortable living.  

Their view of the mountains is spectacular.   

My last visit was with Monica Mier, Sp 212.  Monica 

plans to spend more time in the Park and would like 

to host Gentle Yoga Sessions on her deck.  Chairs 

will be used and we will follow an on line video.  We 

could all use Yoga.  It is so good for you and relaxing.  

If you are interested, please contact Monica at Sp 212 

on East 5th Street.  Watch for sign-up sheet in the 

Laundry. 

 

Dawn Zwart & Remi  

SE Quadrant News by Annette Gifford, temporary Quadrant reporter 

Traveling in a fully converted 
Dodge utility van, complete with 
a generator, solar panels, refrig-
erator and full-time bed, they 
have explored many rockhound-
ing and mining sites.  Angela 
says they use a phone app to 
guide them in search of the best 
sites to find gem-grade fire ag-

ates, quartz crystal, obsidian, petrified wood and 
chalcedony.   

Alan has perfected his wire-
wrapping talent as is demonstrated 
in this picture.  There is nothing 
more beautiful than an embellished 
natural stone!  He also uses dis-
carded guitar strings in his finished 
jewelry projects.  His work is very 
well done.  His pieces  are  lovely. 

Alan and Angela, thank you for 
sharing your story.  Perhaps our paths will cross 
someday at an old, abandoned gem-stone site. 

NW Quadrant Report continued from Page 3 
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Sharon, Wes and Carole at Cocoa 

and Carols on 12/12/21 

Around the Park 

Nancy I, Georgie, Ken and Nancy S   

serving cocoa and cookies at 12/12 party. 

Our Beautiful Christmas 

Tree in Social Hall 

Soup Luncheon hosted by Jim and 

Monica.  It was a tasty lunch with lots 

of homemade soups & deserts to try. 

Marie Sargent, Sp 192, won 1st Place for the 

best Christmas Decorations in our Park. 

Our beautiful pool decked out for the holidays. 

Thank you John and Karen Murphy for putting 

up lights around the Park.  They made the 

Park so festive. 
The Pancake Breakfast crew served up a 

hardy breakfast on 12/21 

Christmas Dinner in 

Social Hall.   

Chuck Krueger came to listen to 

Christmas Carols in Social Hall.  

Alberta greeted him. 
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Message from Debbie 

Coffee and News on Thursdays 

Hey everyone, come to Coffee on Thursdays to get 

the news and share the latest information on activities 

in the Park.  It is also a good time to buy tickets for 

events.   

For the new members and renters in the Park, we 

sure would like to meet you so we can welcome you 

to the Quail family.  It’s nice to put a face to a name 

too.  Come and join us to learn about the Park and 

latest news and information.                                    

See you next Thurs-

day, Social Hall, 9:30 

am.  Bring a buck and 

your coffee mug to en-

joy fresh hot coffee or 

tea and homemade 

goodies.  Or if you wish to just attend the meeting, 

no admission is required.   

All are welcome!   Ken Mutch 

We were walking by our mail carrier’s vehicle on December 22 and were amazed 

at all of the packages (especially Amazon boxes) filling her vehicle.  This is the 

busiest time of year and Debbie said people are not picking up their packages 

from the mail lockers.  When there aren’t any lockers open, she has to deliver 

each package to the designated space and this really slows down her job.  So 

everyone, please check your mail boxes carefully and look for a key.  Sometimes 

they are way in the back.  Once you retrieve your package, close the locker door 

and leave the key in the lock.  Debbie has been so helpful to our people in the 

Park and we need to do what we can to help her make her job easier.  Thank you 

Debbie for delivering the daily mail.  Remember Debbie, we only want greeting 

cards and checks!  ☺ 

The Park’s electric pedestals are start-

ing to rust out and becoming loose.  

Gene Bryson, in charge of Park 

Maintenance, was faced with replacing 

all 288 pedestals at a cost of $1,800 

each per Edison’s estimate.   When 

Mike Wolkosky, Sp 115, who has a 

background in electric utilities, heard 

about the problem, he researched the 

issue and developed a Park replace-

ment plan that is far less costly.  When 

Gene and the maintenance crew, ex-

cavated the first pedestal, they discov-

ered the pedestal was badly corroded 

below ground.  Mike came up with a 

way to safely reinforce the pedestal by 

excavating the ground around it and 

inserting a metal bar in the ground se-

cured to the pedestal.  Then cement is 

poured around the pedestal.   Once 

the cement cures the pedestal is firmly 

anchored in the ground.  The trick, 

however, is to carefully excavate the 

area without touching the electrical line 

buried in the ground.  Gene’s biggest 

concern was how to do it safely with-

out being shocked.  With Mike’s exper-

tise, they were able to locate the pow-

er line and safely complete the project.  

Mike will continue to instruct our 

maintenance crew on how to safely 

repair each pedestal. The cost for this 

repair is $50 per pedestal.  Wow, what 

an incredible cost savings.  The      

repairs will be done unit by unit as 

needed and should be finished in 24 

months or less.  Thank you Mike and 

Gene for resolving this.  

Problem Solved—Money Saved 

Electric Pedestal at Sp 43.  Notice 

how corroded the pedestal is    

below ground level. 

Fixed 

and 

repaired 

safely 
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SW Quadrant by Annette Gifford, temporary Quadrant reporter 

 

Rick and Nancy Martini 

knew about Quail Valley 

since 1991.  Rick’s mom, 

Mary Martini, had a place 

in Quail for many years 

and they would visit her in 

the park and  wished they 

could live here.             

Unfortunately back then 

they were too young to 

become members.  

Throughout their careers they would reflect on how 

much they enjoyed coming here and once they re-

tired, they started to look at properties in the Park.   

They came to Quail to find their dream home and af-

ter lengthy search found the perfect place on the cor-

ner of 7th and Quail Avenue.  They are so excited to 

be here and want to be contributing members to keep 

our Park the friendly community and well maintained 

property that It is today.  Rick and Nancy have been 

married for 46 years.   Rick, at age 17, enlisted in the 

Marines and after boot camp went to Vietnam to 

serve.  When he came home he met Nancy and after 

dating her for a short time knew she was the ONE.   

Rick managed a sporting goods store and then 

moved into insurance.  Nancy worked for the CEO of 

a Bank in Everett, Washington. Later she changed 

positions to work for Este Lauder.  Nancy recently re-

tired after 22 years as a manager at the Estee Lauder 

Company. Rick and Nancy have 4 sons. They have 3 

grandchildren. 

Rick is currently a member of the Civil Air Patrol and 

has his pilot’s license.  He says he loves flying which 

he took up later in life.  Welcome Rick and Nancy.  

We are happy you joined our QV family.  

They feel truly blessed to be here and want to be con-

tributing members to keep Quail Valley the friendly 

community that it is today. 

Rick & Nancy Martini Sp 108 

Hi my doggy friends and family.  I sure do love seeing you all in my fancy new spiffed 

up park.  I know my doggy friends outside the park will be jealous when they see that 

beautiful concrete and iron fence and new gates in my special park.  I am so happy that 

the owners in this park spent the money and the time to spiff it up so nicely.  Now I 

would like all of you friends and family to take a look around before you leave the dog 

park to make sure no do dos are left on the grass to surprise the next family member, 

furry or otherwise.  Also do your part emptying the poo pail so we all get a turn and not 

leave it to the same people to do the do.  Hope to see you all in my park soon and bring 

treats! 

Greetings from Cha Cha 

 

Quarters from Headquarters 

 

Need quarters to do your laundry?   The Park will no 

longer be selling them in the Social Hall on Wednesdays.  

If you need to replenish you quarter stash, stop in at the 

office Monday through Friday 8-11 and the staff will sell 

them to you.   

Don’t forget to bring payment when you stop in. 
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A Tragedy That Touched Us All 
 

 

On December 9th there was a horrible accident on 

Corkhill and Aurora.  An elderly driver hit the back of 

a school bus that was parked on the side of the road 

dropping off children.  There were other buses in the 

area dropping off other children that day.  When the 

driver hit the bus, he panicked and swerved to the 

right onto the shoulder of the road and hit and killed 

Ceci Guzman and injured her brother as well as other 

children.  There were multiple squad cars, ambulanc-

es and firetrucks on the scene.  We could hear the 

sirens from our park and a news helicopter was cir-

cling the area for hours.  When we found out what 

happened, our hearts went out to the families.  Becca 

Chase and Nancy Sonnichsen knew a friend who 

knew the family. They found out that The Guzman 

family live in a humble trailer in a mobile home park 

on Corkhill and decided to pay the family a visit to ex-

press their heartfelt condolences.  Not knowing how 

they would be received they drove to the family’s 

home and knocked on the door.  The family received 

them with open arms and actually consoled Becca 

and Nancy.  They said they are so thankful for the 

support and prayers from the community and that 

meant the most to them.  They have forgiven the driv-

er but are still mourning the loss of their daughter 

Ceci (Monica) age 9.  Ceci’s brother, Julio, was also 

hit and suffered major 

head injuries.  Becca and 

Nancy met the little boy 

who had undergone ex-

tensive surgery to his 

head and was home but 

bedridden.  The Guzman 

family said they do not 

yet know if he will fully 

recover from his injuries.  

Both children were into 

sports and Ceci loved 

watching and playing 

football.  Becca and Nancy decided to take up a do-

nation for the family to support them in this time of 

tragedy.  If you would like to send a card to the Guz-

man family or a donation, you can drop it off to any of 

the following:  Becca, Sp 148; Karen Griffen, Sp 156; 

Nancy Sonnichsen, Sp 79; or address an envelope to 

the Guzman family and drop it through the mail slot in 

the library.  The office staff will make sure Becca re-

ceives the cards.  Becca and Nancy plan to present 

the cards to the family sometime in early January. 

100% of your donations will go to the family.   

To the Guzman family, you are in our thoughts and 

prayers. 

Ceci (Monica) Guzman, Age 9 

Christian Fellowship in Library 

Music Sessions in the Park 

World getting you down?  Need some peace and comfort?  Join our Christian 

Fellowship group on Tuesdays in the Library from 2:30 to 3:30 pm.  The group 

focuses on Bible study, discussions, and Christian people renewing their beliefs.  

All are welcome.  This newly formed group is looking forward to sharing studies and knowledge with all.   

Marc and Patti Imlay invite all musicians in the Park to join their Jam Sessions.  Musicians 

of all kinds are encouraged to join them.  They will be playing rock classics and folk tunes.  

Meet in the Social Hall on Mondays from 2 to 4 pm.   

On Tuesdays 2 to 4 pm Social Hall, the Ukulele Group along with Patti and Marc have a 

practice session.  This group is called The Quailers and we play popular classic tunes.  It’s fun, informal and 

all levels of players are welcome.  We also encourage singers and people to play percussion instruments       

( tambourines, shakers, etc.) to join us.  Judy Boren, Sp 116 is the organizer, Annette Gifford, Sp 221 assists. 

All in the Park are welcome to enjoy these musical sessions.   



 

 

Quail Valley Association  

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

70-201 Aurora Road  

Desert Hot Springs, CA  92241 

Phone 760-329-5757 

Fax 760-329-5798 

www.quailvalleyseniorpark.com 

www.quailvalleyassn.com 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru November.  Hard copies in B&W 
are distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month 
and thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com 
   

Annette Gifford, Editor 

Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

Pynne Hindshaw, Sp 21 

Carl Kolomsky, Sp 162 

Faye Komon, Sp 88 

In Memoriam 

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.” 

Thomas Campbell 

The Park has accumulated two years of donated gently used merchandise.  Due to COVID the sale did not 

take place last year and our storage is now bursting with some great stuff.   The show must go on and we will 

hold it on February 5, but it will be held outside in the space located across from the library and workshop.  

Office Avenue will be blocked off for more space to display our larger items.  The Senior Club will be selling 

hamburgers and hotdogs on the lawn under the pine tree on the south side of the office building.  So when 

the shoppers get hungry they will drift over to the food area to enjoy those delicious hamburgers and hotdogs.    

It’s a fun and festive event, and we hope everyone will find new treasures to bring home.  Many volunteers 

will be needed.  Signup sheets will be posted in Laundry Room in mid-January.  Please plan to participate 

and volunteer your time to make this a fun and profitable event.  It’s our biggest fundraiser of the season and 

the Park uses the funds to improve the park and hold special events for its members. 

Park Sale Scheduled for February 5, 2022 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Karen Holmes, Sp 152 

Kathleen Leggett, Sp 134 

Dennis & Toni Dalbec, Sp 190 

Jeff Waltz (Zuppe), Sp 54 

Cassandra Wachter, Sp 121 

Valeriy & Alla Davydov, Sp 63 

Morris & Sandra Garcia, Sp 87 

Peter & Marjorie Stefulj, Sp 67 

The Social Hall is 

reserved for you on 

Wednesdays from 

9 to 3 pm.  Monica 

Campbell is pic-

tured here working 

on no sew fleece 

blankets.   

She said she loves 

the table space 

provided.  There is 

lots of room for all. 

Come and Join us! 

Attention Crafters 


