
Quail Valley Association, Inc.               www.quailvalleyassn.com 

New Year message 1 

Things to Do 1 

Around the Park 2 

NW Quadrant 3 

COVID Humor 3-7 

SE Quadrant 4 

Senior Committee 5 

Sunshine Lady 5 

Our Mural 6 

NE Quadrant 7 

Healthy Pools 8 

Wipeout 8 

Disaster Update 8 

New Members 8 

  

  

Inside this issue 

January 2021 

Volume 30, Issue 3 

Happy New Year to all of you.  Thank 
goodness 2020 is in the past.   
 
I am looking forward to happy days and 
enjoyable company here at the Quail 
Valley park!  
 
We have had a number of COVID cas-
es in our Park.  We need to be more 
mindful than ever to keep it from 
spreading.  I urge you to be vigilant and 
stay focused by wearing masks and 
keeping social distanced until we beat 
this thing.  Please quarantine if you 

have been exposed to 
the virus.  The virus 
has a 5-7 day incuba-
tion period. 
 
The virus will probably 
be with us for quite 
some time.  Hopefully the vaccine will 
slow its progress and eventually eradi-
cate it.  Until then continue the new 
normal and enjoy life as it is today.   
 
I wish you all good health and pleas-
ant tomorrows.   

New Year, New Normal 

 

Gene 

 

Annette Gifford,   

Editor 

agiffordmke 

@gmail.com 

More Things to Do  

Besides biking, hiking, walking and mini 
golf, here are some additional activities 
coming up in January.  The Senior 
Committee will be hosting some special 
events this month.  Announcements will 
be posted on the white board. 

Watch for impromptu music concerts.  
Marc and Patti are planning on playing 
for you around the park this season. 

Marc will be hosting Astronomy ses-
sions for viewing the dark skies and 
looking at constellations and planets 
during the season.  He will have his tel-
escope set up behind his unit for view-
ing when an event is announced. 

Marc and Patti will also be having Medi-
tation sessions on their patio, Sp 138, 
on Tuesdays at 11 am.  They will have 
a sign out in front of their space when 
the Meditation is on. 

We are also planning to have Yoga on 
the Green.  Stay tuned for further an-

nouncements on times and dates. 

Bocce Ball and Shuffleboard are up-
coming activities.  The Senior Commit-
tee is cleaning up the courts (volun-
teers appreciated) and readying them 
for play.  Keep in mind social distancing 
and small groups are required.   

The Social Hall is also open for craft-
ers.   

Don’t forget you can work out, play ping 
pong, darts or billiards in our Game 
Room. 

Of course, masks are required, please 
disinfect equipment after use, and 
groups are limited to 6 or less on a first 
come basis. Disinfectant bottles or 
wipes will be provided at all locations. 

It might be COVID, but we can still play 
in Quail Valley and enjoy the weather 
and sunshine, as well as our glorious 
hot mineral pools. 

Gene Bryson, 

Board President 
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Around the Park—Christmas in Quail 

Our Park was all decked out for the holidays thanks to John Murphy, Gene and Gwen Bryson and all of the 

volunteers who assisted.  Thank you everyone for such a beautiful gift to our Park!  Our residents also got 

into the spirit with fabulous light displays and outdoor decorations.  Some are quite unique! 

Our Pool at 

night.  Ahhh! 

Jerry Hays, Sp 141, made these 

cactus out of PVC pipes.  They are 

on the right of the gate on Quail 

Avenue and East First Street.  

Great job Jerry! 

Kelly Hunt, Sp 271, put her sleeper 

sofa out for free, but Santa took it over.  

After Christmas it’s up for grabs again. 

Lewis Lang’s Nutcracker Collection in front of his place, Sp 177 

Laura and Jackie enjoying the BBQ put on by the Senior 

Committee.  Burgers and Hot Dogs were delicious! 

Shovel sculp-

ture of Bird 

was decorated 

for the Holiday. 

Note present 

on shovel. 

Marc & Pattie 

caroled to us 

on Christmas 

Day 
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Janna Landro Birthday 

at Soup Lunch 

Walking around my quadrant, I met some interesting 

people and wanted to share their stories with you. 

I met Frank Mattus, Sp 59.  Frank 

has been a long time member of 

Quail Valley, having owned two spac-

es prior to settling down on Sp 59.  

Home base for Frank and his wife, 

Lois, was Osoyoos, BC, Canada until 

Lois passed away in 2016.  It was at 

that time that Frank decided to move to Penticton, BC 

where he currently resides when not in Quail Valley. 

Proudly speaking of his family, Frank and Lois have 4 

children, 7 grandchildren, 5 greats and 3 great-greats. 

It was fascinating to hear about Frank’s love of flying 

and life of adventure as a “bush pilot” for Northern 

Thunderbird Airways in the 

1970’s.  During that time, 

Frank flew a De Havilland 

Beaver, delivering hunting and 

fishing expeditions to many of 

the high mountain lakes in Brit-

ish Columbia.  The Company 

is still in operation today and is featured on Wikipedia. 

As owner-operator of a “lodge” in Fort St James, BC, 

Frank would fly in his guests in his Cessna 185 float 

plane.  Vacation/expedition packages included fly/

lodge/hunt/fish in the Canadian wilderness. 

The Forestry Industry is where Frank enjoyed a very 

successful career, serving as President of Saccore 

Forest Products in Canada for five years.  His experi-

ence in felled timber sales and forestry consulting 

management are extensive. 

In retirement, Frank and Lois bought into the Thou-

sand Trails (Naco/Leisure Time) campground system 

in 1988.  Having spent 1,500 nights camping, they 

figured it was money well spent.  During a 20 year 

period, they traveled to nearly every park in the sys-

tem. 

Catalina Park and Rainbow Park were also favorite 

destinations for several years. 

I’m certain Frank has many more stories to share if 

you care to stop by on your walks through the park. 

Another interesting person is my “back door” neigh-

bor.  Steve Rhyne lives in Sp 49 

and is enjoying his first full season 

after retirement from the Hyatt in 

Westminster, Colorado. 

After growing up in Grand Junction, 

Colorado, Steve enjoyed a 30 year 

career in the hotel security industry, 

which began at the Hyatt Regency in Indian Wells in 

1988.  It was interesting to hear how the hotel indus-

try has changed so dramatically due to COVID. 

Also, Steve shared the story about his mother, Rae 

(Glenn) Nofziger, getting married in Quail Valley Park 

when she lived on Sp 91.  His mother, who suffers 

from Alzheimer’s, is currently being cared for in Colo-

rado.  His mother loved Quail Valley.   

There were also stories to tell about their time in Cat-

alina Park, where weekends were busy with break-

fasts, potlucks, craft sales and church services. 

Being a fan of forensic science, his favorite movies 

and TV programs are investigative and crime solving.  

Westerns and adventure stories are his choice for 

novels.  Steve also likes to hike in the desert, enjoys 

the spa pools and a good steak dinner. 

It was great meeting these interesting people.   

Happy New Year to you all!   . 

NW Quadrant  

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Rosie 

COVID HUMOR THE NEW/OLD NORMAL 

☺The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 plan-
ner   
 

☺I was so bored I called Jake from State Farm just 
to talk to someone.  He asked me what I was 
wearing. 
 

☺2019: Stay away from negative people.  2020: 
Stay away from positive people. 
 

☺The world has turned upside down.  Old folks are 
sneaking out of the house & their kids are yelling 
at them to stay indoors! 
 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com


Page 4 Quai l  Watch   January 2021              Volume 30, I s sue 3  

I am covering the quadrant this January and have 
had a fun experience gathering the news.   
 
Roberto Vincente, Sp 282, has 
been planting a jungle around his 
space.  He has plants nearly sur-
rounding his property.  Roberto 
said the plants loved the hot 
weather this summer and really 
grew.  It should be interesting 
watching those plants grow up 
around his place.  Roberto loves 
gardening and had been caring 
for a couple of spaces in the 
quadrant during the hot summer 
season.  We thank you for your efforts!  Roberto has 
also written a number of books on meditation and one 
of his earlier books is called Buddha Smile which is 
about Buddha's teaching and practice. His latest book 
is called Meditate 365.  Roberto is currently working 
on another meditation book.  You can find his books 
on the internet and they are free.  
www.buddhistelibrary.org/en/displayimage.php?
album=toprated&cat=0&pid=2434#top_display_media 
 
Did you know that meditation is excellent for keeping 
your mind and body healthy during these stressful 
COVID times. 
 
We have a new member on 5th Street.  Monica Mier 

recently purchased Sp 212 from Mick Hughs.  Monica 

rented in the Park for a while 

and decided to buy in.  She 

chose Sp 212 because she 

loves the location.  Her main 

residence is in Vista, CA where 

she lives with her son.  Monica 

is a retired school teacher and 

taught kindergarten and lst 

grade students.  After subbing for many years she 

fully retired in 2015.  But that doesn’t mean she has 

stopped working.  Monica volunteers at various state 

prisons, does hospice work, as well as restorative jus-

tice, helping alleviate violence.  She volunteers her 

time because it is a win- win opportunity.  It makes 

her really appreciate her freedom and good health.  

She feels joy in giving.  Monica plays the ukulele, and 

practices meditation and yoga.  She is also looking 

forward to being a volunteer in the Park.  Monica, we 

welcome you to the Quail Family.   

David Styer and Kelly Miller arrived in the Park in De-

cember.  They are planning to stay for most of the 

season.  Because of COVID they have decided to 

take a break from their jobs for a while.  They will 

soon be relocating to Vivian and Doug’s place, Sp 75.  

Kelly is related to Doug.  Welcome to W 3rd Street! 

SE Quadrant  

  by Annette Gifford 

agiffordmke@gmail.com  

414-762-0894 

Space 221 

Brother Pho Quan      

aka Roberto Vicente 

MORE COVID HUMOR THE NEW/OLD NORMAL 

☺ This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her dog.  It was obvious she thought her dog understood her.  I 
came into my house & told my cat.  We laughed a lot . 
 

☺ Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit.  Pajamas will have you believe all is well. 
 

☺ Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our hands? 
 

☺ This virus has done what no woman has been able to do... cancel sports, shut down all bars & keep men 
at home! 
 

☺ I never thought the comment, "I wouldn't touch him/her with a 6-foot pole" would become a national poli-
cy, but here we are! 
 

☺ I need to practice social distancing from the refrigerator. 
 

☺ I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the backyard.  I'm getting tired of the living room. 
 

http://www.buddhistelibrary.org/en/displayimage.php?album=toprated&cat=0&pid=2434#top_display_media
http://www.buddhistelibrary.org/en/displayimage.php?album=toprated&cat=0&pid=2434#top_display_media
mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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It is finally a new year and we are all counting on 
2021 being a far better year than 2020! It has been a 
very difficult year for everyone and the Senior Com-
mittee is trying to carry on business as best they can 
under the circumstances. With this in mind, we also 
have elections in February 2021 to hold. There will be 
openings for 2 women and 1 man on the committee 
for a 2 year term. Linda, Joy and John will be finish-
ing their terms this year and we are looking for people 
to fill the openings. In the past couple of years we 
have not had enough nominees to even have an 
election so let’s make this year an exception and 
have a good election. Remember it is the volunteers 
that make our Park the wonderful place it can be. The 
nominations will be open until January 20, 2021 for 
any member who wants to run.  Please be sure to get 
the person’s permission before you nominate them.  
You can nominate yourself as well. You may submit a 
nomination in the following ways: 

 E-mail your nomination to Senior Committee 
member (see following contact list) or Annette 
Gifford at agiffordmke@gmail.com.   

 Write your nomination choice(s) on a piece of   
paper and place in the Nomination Box in the   
Library,  

 Write your nomination on a piece of paper and 
give it to one of the Senior Committee members 
in the Park. 

Remember you must have the nomination in by Janu-
ary 20.  After Jan 20, the ballots will be printed and 
mailed out or distributed to all members to vote on. 
After you get your ballot and vote, it can be turned in 
or mailed to a committee member who will keep it 
sealed until Election Day. You can also put it in an 
envelope addressed to the Senior Committee and 
drop it in the office.  It will be then opened and count-

ed with the results given the week 
after the Annual General Meeting 
in February. When the ballots are 
mailed or handed out, there will be 
instructions on how to fill them out. 
It will be very similar to the voting 
for the Board but not as regiment-
ed. There will be 1 ballot given per 
site and only the member can 
vote. 

This is all new to us and we will do 
the best we can to make sure eve-
ryone can run and everyone can vote. We may have 
to make changes as we go along, so please bear with 
us as we struggle along.  

Let’s make this the beginning of an exceptional year 
and have a very successful election for the positions 
on the Senior Committee. Remember we are the 
committee that provides most of the fun and enter-
taining events in Quail Valley.  

Come and be part of this rewarding experience.  We 
do have lots of fun! 

Contact List: 

Linda St Denis 760-671-8593 US or 519-324-0421 
Canada 

Ken Mutch - kennymutch42gmail.com 

Joy Munro - 509-991-7374 

John Murphy  - murfsdolf@juno.com 

Jacque Pasa—360-903-4428 

Bob Irwin, Sp 12 in the park 

A Message from your Senior Committee 

Linda St Denis, 

Senior Committee, 

Chairperson 

Linda 

THE SUNSHINE LADY 
 

Do you know of a QV member in the hospital or 
who is very ill?  Or do you know of a member who 
has passed away? Laura Monaghan, Sp 7, would 
like to hear from you.  Laura sends out special 
cards on behalf of the Park members.  Please call 
her or send her a note.  Here is her contact infor-
mation: 
 

 
 
 

 Laura Monaghan 
 70201 Aurora Rd, Sp 7 
 DHS, CA 92241 
 760-251-3471 
 Email: wandl760@aol.com 

 

mailto:wandl760@aol.com
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 I was sitting in the hot tub the other day and enjoying  

the beautiful mural that Sam Mattick painted in 2008 

on two walls in the spa area.  Sam and Ray Mattick 

lived here in the winters for many seasons, but due to 

health issues, they had to sell and return to their 

home in Canada. 

I wrote Sam and asked her about the mural and how 

it was created.  Here is her story. 

I sent a letter to the Board with a request to paint the 

walls in the spa area and they all agreed unanimously 

that I could go ahead. I was motivated by how boring 

and cluttered with pool things such as noodles and 

nets and old, tired plastic plants and bird houses.  

Plus I’m always challenging myself to do things that 

are scary, so that’s what I did. I bought outdoor latex 

paint for the large space.  I felt the latex could with-

stand the steam from the spas.  I used my artist  

acrylic paints for some of the smaller items like the 

creatures. I didn’t want any top coat as the stucco 

would need to breath so that was all I did. Andy, our 

maintenance guy (at the time), built me a scaffold so I 

could reach the top of the walls. It broke once and, 

even though I fell, it wasn’t a bad fall and the scaffold-

ing got fixed.  I completed the part of the mural where 

the scaffolding was needed and for the rest I just 

stood on the wall or the floor. 

 

I had a couple of ideas for the design but once I got 

started, I changed my ideas, as the walls talked to 

me.  I ended up trying to echo the feeling of the   

scenery and colors all around us in the desert.  

 

It took me approximately 100 hours to complete. I 

tried to focus on the mural and not get distracted with 

questions from curious members and eventually they 

left me to it. 

 

I think there are 12 or 13 ‘hidden’ things I drew but 

they aren’t all creatures. There is the angel on the 

mountains to the west of the park that reveals itself 

during the early morning but, of course, on the mural 

it’s there all the time. 

 

I did try to camouflage some or add them after I was 

‘finished’ just to surprise people. I think I added five or 

so a week or more later.  I tried to add only things you 

would find in the local desert.   

I was privileged to be allowed to leave my mark on 

Quail Valley and I loved every minute of its creation. 

I had no idea how much was involved and now I 

know, and now you know.   

The next time you are soaking in the tubs, take a look 

at the mural and see if you can find all of the critters 

Sam snuck in there.  Yes, some are disguised and 

will make you smile when you find them.  Some are 

rather large and others are small.  You really have to 

look closely. 

And yes, I found the angel.  After Sam mentioned it,   

I looked very closely and it’s in there. 

Have fun looking at it and enjoying this wonderful 

artist’s vision of our desert.  Thank you Sam for your 

legacy to the Park. 

 

Our Glorious Desert Mural 

Annette 

Sam Mattic, Artist 

Extraordinaire 
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Welcome Bob Sybrant Sp 276 and his faithful com-
panion, Maxine.  Max for short . 
 
Bob was born in Minn.  The 
family moved to Forsyth MT 
when he was 8 years old.  It is 
on the Yellowstone River in NE 
MT.  It was a great, beautiful 
place to grow up. 
 
After high school he enlisted in 
the Navy as he was #8 in the 
draft and figured he would get a 
jump on it.  Lucky him, he spent 
3 years in Rota, Spain.  It was tough but someone 
had to do it! 
 
In his working days he wore many hats from trouble 
shooter for a tool and die company that took him all 
over US and some of Canada.  He was also a prison 
guard, taxi cab owner, guidance counselor. He retired 
as a truck driver for a sugar beet farmer. 
 
He had three goals after retirement.  1.  Learn to play 
the guitar.  He did so well that last year he played at 
the Tenn music festival.  2.  Learn to scuba dive.  
His underwater adventures include Bali, Australia, 
Bahamas, Mexico and Egypt. 3.  Get and train a 
dog.  Max is a beautiful Husky mix.  If you have a dog 
you take to the dog park you have met them. For the 
first six months no one could touch Max.  She is so 
well behaved now you don't even know she is there. 
 
Bob found our place by coming to our park sale last 
year.  Everyone was so nice he decided to look at 
units for sale and finally settled on Sp. 276.  Bob has 
a sister in Las Vegas NV. 
 

Say hello to Barbara Lowry, Sp 266, 

who is renting from her brother, John 

McMachen and sister in law, 

Ada.   She has a daughter and 

grandson in San Diego and family in 

Joshua Tree and Yucca Valley. She 

really likes the park, the pool and the 

people she has met.   

Barbara works from home doing webinar follow up for 
a man that gives piano lessons online for adults. It 
was a natural fit having successfully sold pianos for 
years.  She has wonderful stories and is a very posi-
tive person. 
 
This is Howard and Carol Stohr's 
4th season renting in Quail Val-
ley, Sp199. They had met Carl 
and Carlene at another RV park 
years ago. They came to QV for 
Don and Carl's pancake break-
fast and liked us so well they 
bring their 5th wheel and just en-
joy. They have purchased a 
house in Hemet that is being re-
modeled but say they probably would still come visit 
us.  They will be married 41 years on Valentine's day. 
Between them they have 4 children and 11 grandchil-
dren. They love the pools. Introduce yourself. They 
have many stories to tell. 
 
Did you know a group of penguins in the water is 
called a raft. On land it's called a waddle. Other 
names are colony, rookery and huddle. 
 
Let me know if you're new in the Park so I can intro-
duce you 509-431-5966 

Becca 

NE Quadrant  

  by Becca Chase 

 

509-431-5966  

Space 148 

MORE COVID HUMOR THE NEW/OLD NORMAL 

☺ Appropriate analogy.  "The curve is flattening so we can start lifting restrictions now" is like saying: "The 
parachute has slowed our rate of descent, so we can take it off now."   
 

☺ Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank teller wearing a mask and asking 
for money. 
 

☺The spread of COVID-19 is based on 2 things: 
1. How dense the population is. 
2. How dense the population is. 



Quail Valley Park         

www.quailvalleyassn.com 

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

Quail Valley Association, Inc. 

70-201 Aurora Road  

DHS, CA  92241    760-329-5757 Fax 760-329-5798 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch  Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  December thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month 
and thereafter are available in our Library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing email 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail 
list.  To get on my e-mail list, just e-mail me: 
agiffordmke@gmail.com     Annette Gifford, Editor 

Keeping Our Pools Healthy by Sandie Zwart 

Don’t we have beautiful and healthy looking pools in 

our Park?  Many people come to QV just to enjoy our 

fabulous pools and our well maintained Park.  Here 

are some tips on keeping our pools healthy: 

We ask you to shower and soap down to fully remove 

any oils on your skin.  These body oils, lotions, suntan 

spray, hair products, perfume etc. clog the pool filters 

and cause the pumps to fail.  Also do not lounge on 

the chairs if you are oiled up—or at least put a towel 

on your chair to keep oil off of the chairs.  The oils will 

stain and discolor the vinyl stripping and the sun 

bakes the stain into the webbing.   

Using the outside shower will not remove oil or dirt 

and is not meant to be used prior to going into our 

pools.  Also, if you enter the pools without properly 

showering you could get skin irritation from the chlo-

rine.  The water and soap helps prevent that. 

Keep in mind the more hygienic we can be, the safer 

we will all be and our pools will be cleaner.  Thanks 

for your cooperation. 

Peter & Barbara Libbey, Sp 255 

Robert Sybrant, Sp 276 

Monica Mier, Sp 212 

Rob Foster, Sp 283 

Attention new members and forgetful members.  The 

Park members (who remember) would like to remind 

you not to flush any kind of wipes or Kleenex down 

the toilets in the Park.  Our septic system cannot pro-

cess these products.  They clog the system and the 

tanks will have to be pumped out which is a very 

costly process.  Ultimately, the cost is passed on to 

the members by raising our dues.  So keep our tanks 

clean and our costs down by using traditional septic 

friendly paper.  We appreciate your cooperation.   

WIPEOUT by Ken Mutch 

The Disaster Committee has updated Major Disaster Proce-

dures for our Park.  It has been included in this newsletter.  

After you have reviewed it, pull it out of the newsletter and 

keep it handy in case you need to reference it should an 

emergency occur.   

Extra copies will be available in the Library.  The Procedures 

have also been e-mailed as a separate document along with 

this newsletter.  Please print them and keep them in your unit 

should the need arise. 

Disaster Update 


