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What a fun day we all had.  We started 

the day with fresh donuts and coffee in 

the morning to sugar us all up.  At 8:45 

am we gathered on 9th Street to begin 

our parade of Hawaiian themed walk-

ers and golf carts decorated to the 

max.  Our Grand Marshalls, Larry and 

Pat Hinkle led off the parade along with 

the flag bearers.  There were so many 

great entries.  Even the Quailers got 

into the act entertaining the crowd with 

Hawaiian Music and dancing.  The 

judges had a tough job deciding on the 

best entries.  At 10:30 we had a great 

game with the water volleyball players.  

All were winners! At the same time the 

group of Pinochle players had a rollick-

ing game in the Activity Hall.  At 11:30 

we gathered on the green and were 

entertained by the Quailers playing Ha-

waiian songs.  Then it was time for a 

fabulous lunch of pulled pork, baked 

beans with pineapple, fresh fruit salad, 

and chips.  The food was delicious and 

plentiful.  Jack Wick later played our 

favorite music with many of us dancing 

and wearing off the hardy lunch.  And 

let’s not forget the open bar serving 

wine, beer, soda and water. The bar-

tenders were busy and attentive to all.  

Then back to playing more games of 

shuffleboard, bocce, mini golf, and 

cards.   A brief rest followed.  At 4:30 

we regrouped in the Social Hall for 

awards, followed by a fabulous perfor-

mance by Prince Fleet Easton who 

sang his heart out.  What a great enter-

tainer!  Many joined his performance 

with dancing. The evening ended with 

cake and pineapple sherbet.  The NE 

Quadrant knocked it out of the park for 

the 37th Park Anniversary this season.  

We thank all who volunteered to put 

this event on.  It was a fun filled event 

with laughter and comradery in our 

community.  Happy Anniversary Quail! 
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Our 37th Anniversary Grand Marshalls, Larry and Pat 

Hinkle, Sp 208, are well deserving of this award.  Larry 

and Pat have been members in the Park for 24 years.   

Larry has participated in many major improvements in 

the Park.  He helped construct the Board Room, the 

roof over the green space across from the Library. He 

helped design the mini golf course area and donated 

towards thepurchase of the pool table in the Activity 

Hall.  Pat was our office manager for 11 years.  She 

managed the office as the sole office staff, doing all of 

the tasks required.  She said it was a great job and 

Grand Marshalls - Larry & Pat Hinkle 



37th Anniversary Parade 

Winners 
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Best Showmanship:  Lewis Lang and Karen Cooper 

Best Dressed Female: 
Judy Boren 

Most Original Group:  
Jeanne Spangler, Diana 
Hudson  

 

Most Original person:  
Carol Brask 

Charter Members: 
Vince Dufresne, 
Jackie Parker (Karen 
Cooper, middle, 
made Vince smile) 

Judges for the Parade were: Paul Baker,  Joel 
Hembree, Pat Robinson, and Nancy Benjamin 

Best Musical & Overall Entry: The Quailers 

Best Dressed Male:  Deryk Dorward (left) 



37th Anniversary  

Game Winners  

 

Bocce Ball 

Marge Ess, Nancy Isbel, Rick Prevost 

and Irene Bitikofer 

 

Mexican Train 

Tony Koman, 1st: Louanne Edmonds, 

2nd 

 

Miniature Golf 

Vince Defresne, lst: Gary Brown, 2nd 

 

Pinochle 

Arnold Schlecht, Kelly Hunt,              

Al Edmond (honorable mention) 

 

Shuffleboard 

Nancy Martini, Lewis Lange 

 

Water Volleyball 

ALL were winners 
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Volleyball 

Bocce Ball 

Pinochle 

Photos show games but may not feature all of the winners. 

Shuffleboard 

Mini Golf 

Mexican Train 



37th Anniversary  

Lunch, Social, Dancing 
Pulled BBQ Pork, Pineapple Baked Beans, Fresh Fruit Salad, Chips, etc. 
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Alaska Jack and The Quailers provided the music. 

Gene Bryson getting ready to 

enjoy a great lunch. 
Pat Robinson serving beans to Lori Gonzales. 

Sharon Wilson showing off the 

fresh fruit salad. 

Our Bartenders did an excellent job. 

Judy Boren showing how the 

Hawaiians dance.  Our Lovely 

Hula Gal. 

What would a party be without 

our line dancers. 
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37th Anniversary Entertainment 

Songs by Prince, Awards & Cake with Pineapple 

Sherbert 

Prince Fleet Easton put on a great concert of popular tunes.  Some of 

us were even dancing to his tunes.  What a great entertainer. 

Dixie Hagerman was 

our MC and presented 

the awards. 

Dixie Hagerman congratulating our Grand Marshalls, 

Larry and Pat Hinkle. 

We finished off the 

night with cake and 

pineapple sherbert. 
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loved working for the Park.  Today Larry and Pat drive around the Park fertilizing the various flowers in their 

golf cart equipped with a water and fertilizing system.  Larry and Pat have been married 45 years.  They have 

9 children (from Larry’s past marriages), 32 grandchildren, 28 great grandchildren, and 8 great great grand-

children.  That’s a big Hinkle clan!  Larry and Pat were full time RVers for 8 years.  When they came to the 

Valley, they were looking for a place to settle.  They were playing bingo at Almar Acres across the street and 

considered buying a place there.  When they came through Quail Valley Park, they knew they found their 

new home.  It was the perfect place for them.  They purchased Sp 208 and settled in.  Larry is from Oregon 

and Pat is from Washington (Seattle).  They love our desert climate.  Thank you Larry and Pat for your dedi-

cated service to our Park and its members.  Congratulations to you both! 

Grand Marshalls, Larry & Pat Hinkle continued from page 1 

I was delighted to see Sammy Henson, Sp 27, back 

in the park this season and she brought with her a 

lovely companion guest (Rusty).  Rusty also brought 

her 6 year old  service dog, Ka-

merire (pronounced “Comehere”) 

to help Rusty with her disability.   

Rusty lives in Sonora, CA and is 

having her house repaired after a 

severe flood which badly dam-

aged her home.  The house is not 

livable and she took Sammy up 

on her offer to join her in Quail 

Valley.  Rusty spent some time 

with me discussing how she ob-

tained her Service Dog.  Here is her story.  Rusty has 

a background in working with Therapy dogs and went 

to school to train for this.  She has worked for 27 

years at a women’s crisis center and schools giving 

comfort to people in crises and emotional support with 

therapy dogs. Rusty also trained Kamerire as a Ser-

vice Dog to help her with her disability.  She rescued 

Kamerire from a shelter.  She was looking for a dog 

who was calm, responsive and easily trainable.  She 

spent 120 hours of training in Service Dog classes 

and her dog is trained to assist her in daily activities.  

Rusty said many years ago she had a reaction to a 

drug and passed out.  Her 

dog immediately jumped on 

the bed and tugged and 

pawed her to 

wake her up.  

When she be-

came conscious, 

she called 911 

and was taken to 

the hospital where she spent 6 days in 

ICU.  Her dog saved her life.  Kamerire is 

trained to sniff out allergic reactions and 

can sense when her owner is in danger.  

Kamerire has been trained specifically for 

Rusty’s disability.  Rusty said there are 

three types of support dogs,  Companion or Emotion-

al Support dogs, therapy dogs and service dogs.  On-

ly Service dogs are approved by the ADA as dogs 

who are allowed to accompany their owners in non-

dog environments.  Therapy Dogs and Emotional 

Support Dogs are not qualified or recognized by the 

ADA as such.   

Sammy, Rusty and Kamerire are enjoying our Park 

and glad to be here.  And we are glad to have you 

with us. 

Annette 

Meet Rusty and Kamerire 

BINGO IS COMING BACK TO THE PARK NEXT SEASON! 

We will need about 20 volunteers to run it.  Please contact Gwen Bryson, Sp 77, if you have 

questions.  The signup sheet will be posted in the Laundry Room.  We will need some infor-

mation from you when we apply for a Bingo license for the Park.  So please sign up soon, as it 

will be a lengthy process to get the License.  Bingo has been a huge moneymaker for our 

Park.  Please volunteer! 
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Every interview 

creates the oppor-

tunity for new 

friendships and 

discovery.  My 

most recent patio 

chat was at Sp195, 

where Will and 

Sheri Schumacher 

shared the story of 

where they grew up, how they met, their devotion as 

“Believers in Jesus”, raising a family, occupations, 

hobbies and what brought them to Quail Valley. 

Currently, Will and Sheri live alongside the Rock Riv-

er in Indianford, about 30 miles from Milton, Wiscon-

sin.  Milton is a fascinating small town in the south-

east portion of the state.  Of historical significance is 

the Milton House which was built in 1845 as part of 

the Underground Railroad Station, a secret network 

of people and places that helped individuals escape 

slavery.  

Even though Will and Sheri both graduated from Mil-

ton High School and their class size was relatively 

small, they did not socialize with the same group of 

friends. 

As destiny would have it, they would meet at a Chris-

tian Coffee House while attending college.  Will trav-

eled to North Central University Minneapolis while 

Sheri graduated from the University of Wisconsin 

(Whitewater) 13 miles from Milton. 

After graduation, Will was involved with missionary 

work and attended a Language School in Costa Rica. 

Sheri raised the sweetest, most compassionate 

daughter to the age of 16 before entering the work 

force as a hospital instrument sterilization technician.   

Their daughter is currently employed as a medical 

assistant in Milwaukee. 

As a successful business owner, Will built about 50 

houses a year until the recession of 2008.  After sell-

ing the business, he traveled the country specializing 

in trim work for numerous general contractors. 

They are now both retired, about eight years for Sheri 

and two years for Will.   

Prior to purchasing in Quail Valley, they explored 

McCallum, Texas.  Weather was a major factor in 

their decision.  While renting at another park in the 

area last year, they searched on-line and found the 

Quail Valley website.  Sheri found the “for sale” sec-

tion very helpful and informative. 

Will and Sheri shared stories about some of their in-

terests and hobbies….  It made for some great con-

versation! 

☻ Night time hunting for “Yooperlites”, fluorescent 

sodalite stones on the shoreline of Lake Michi-

gan.  Once you obtain your special light you can 

join a club or solo hunt for many glow-in-the-dark 

treasures.   

☻ Will is a member of a Geology & Mineral Club in 

Madison and took classes at the Geology Depart-

ment of a nearby College.  Ask him about Moon 

Stone Beach near Cambria, CA.  He has many 

adventures to share. 

☻ Sheri is an avid Sudoku puzzle solver! 

☻ Playing the guitar is another favorite pastime for 

Will and he plans to join the “Quailers” musical 

group. 

☻ Will is also willing to set up a Lapidary Shop if 

there is enough interest by park members. 

Near the end or our visit, Will shared a few pictures of 

an amazingly beautiful canoe and sea kyak that he 

built.  “Master Craftsman” is an understatement.  It 

took six years (450 

hours) to complete one 

craft.   

NW Quadrant News 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Rosie 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com


Ted and Charissa Edel-

man (space 69), pur-

chased in Quail Valley 

two years ago but were 

unable to travel last 

year due to Covid re-

strictions.  They arrived 

a couple of months ago 

from Abbotsford, BC, 

Canada. 

What they love most about the park is having the sur-

rounding hills, canyons and local community to ex-

plore during their 1 ½ hour morning walk and the pool 

to relax around later in the day. 

They met 19 years ago while both were working at a 

care facility.  Charissa was employed as a Regis-

tered Nurse and Ted was enjoying a career in Care-

Aids.  Then on a hot day in July 18 years ago, they 

got married.  After the wedding they began a 

“Pastoring” assignment in British Columbia, Canada. 

Ted has two children and Charissa has a daughter 

and two grandchildren. 

Thank you Charissa for sharing the following details 

of your fascinating life. 

Married at 19, she moved to Germany with her hus-

band where they had a daughter and lived the mili-

tary lifestyle until he passed away 9 years later. 

Charissa then returned to her parent’s hometown in 

Manitoba, where she received three years of training 

to become a Registered Nurse. 

During the summer she worked as a campground 

host for KOA.  She then decided to purchase and 

manage the very successful campground, located on 

the Trans-Canada Highway in Revelstoke, BC, Cana-

da.  She would remain as owner for 20 

years.   

In March of 2021 she wrote a book about 

the experience entitled “Should We Buy 

a Campground?”  Charissa said she 

writes about many humorous and interest-

ing experiences running a campground.  

This book is her second publication and is 

available on Amazon. 

Charissa’s first publication is entitled “Family Ties”, 

describing life in Macklin, Saskatchewan.  A sixth 

book about “flipping homes” is near completion.  

When it came time to sell the campground, Charissa 

was hopeful that her daughter would be interested in 

managing the campground after graduating from col-

lege.  As it turned out, her daughter decided to drive 

18-wheel trucks.  In fact, her daughter was maneu-

vering an 18-wheeler in New York City on 9/11/2001! 

Taking after her 

“Renaissance” mother, 

Charissa is an accomplished 

author, artist, seamstress, 

chef (7k cookbooks) and gar-

dener.  She also took ball-

room and line dancing clas-

ses at Arthur Murry Dance 

Studio. 

There are several landscaping rocks in the park that 

Charissa painted.  See if you can spot one of her 

masterpieces as you walk in our park! 

Even though Ted is officially retired, he is currently 

teaching International Leadership and Organizational 

classes through Trinity Western University.  His 27 

students originate from around the world and he 

loves mentoring the younger generation.  They are 

lucky to have you. 

Ted presents most of his classes on Zoom and said 

he is so thrilled that our Park has such great Wi-Fi 

through Spectrum.  He also mentioned that a lot of 

other parks in the area do not have the Wi-Fi access 

we enjoy at Quail.   

Thank you for sharing your story Charissa and Ted!   

Rosie 
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NE Quadrant News 

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

Recent painting by Charissa 

Ted and  Charissa Edelman 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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The Park Sale on February 19th was the largest sale we have ever had.  It 

was a good thing we had it outside as the Social Hall would not have been 

large enough.  The weather was great for the event and people came to the 

sale and found treasures.  There were a lot of happy faces on our shop-

pers.  The Park members also enjoyed the festivities and shopped a lot.  

The Senior Club put on a great BBQ on the lawn.  It was so pleasant sitting 

under the shade of the pine tree enjoying the view of our beautiful moun-

tains and listening to Marc and Patti singing and playing their guitars.  It 

was a great location to socialize as well.  I want to thank all of the volun-

teers who helped put this on.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  Every-

one pitched in and did the jobs with a smile and enjoyed being a part of this annual event.  It was a win win 

event.  We took in over $5,000 (food court and sale proceeds) which was a record.  As you know the funds 

go to the Senior Club which reinvests the money in improvements for the Park.  All members and guests 

benefit from that revenue.  You all made this happen with your generous contributions and time.  It took a 

village and we have a great one! 

 

Park Sale a Huge Success 

A very happy shopper. 

Our tables were packed. 

Dining under the Pine was so pleasant. 

The hot dogs, hamburgers and 

fried onions were delicious. Jim found some last minute 

bargains and filled his $2 bag. 

Our weather was perfect. 

Annette  



Karen Griffith, Sp 156, and Deryk Dorward, Sp 140, were honored as    Vol-

unteers during the month of February by the Senior Committee.  Both Karen 

and Derrick have displayed exceptional volunteerism and giving of their time 

to benefit our Park and its members.  They were both key in our recent Park 

Sale success.  Thank you Karen and Derrick for your dedication and ser-

vice. 

Recently we noticed that some of our electrical outlets on the outside of our trailer 

and outdoor lights weren’t working.  It bothered me that the electric wasn’t working 

and I worried that we had a major fault in our lines, imagining a total rewire of our 

unit.  That does happen… and rodents can chew through wires.  I feared a major 

repair bill.  After talking to some our maintenance people in the park about the prob-

lem, they said “check the GFI” (ground fault interrupter).  It is usually located where 

water is being used.  Every trailer should have one.  Our GFI was located in the 

bathroom.  I pushed the buttons on the GFI and the trailer lights on the patio went on 

and we had current again to the outside outlets.  It seemed strange to me that an 

inside GFI would also control the outside power to our trailer.  But that is not uncom-

mon with these units.  Now I know in the future to check the GFI switch      before 

panicking and spending a lot of time and money looking for a bigger problem.   
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Volunteers Honored 

Power Out 

KarenGriffith Deryk Dorward 

Quail Watch President’s Column  

Greetings!  Community life at Quail Valley is a contin-

uing cycle of evolving traditions, change and renewal.  

The Board of Directors just experienced its annual 

renewal.  Congratulations to Sharon Wilson and Rick 

Martini on their election to the Board, and to Dennis 

Kirk on his election to a second term.  Join me in 

thanking Gene Bryson and Dan Rue who are leaving 

the Board for their service.  Thank you also to all of 

you members who voted.  Our community is at its 

best when we participate. 

Quail Valley has a reputation as a friendly, happy 

community.  I believe that the emphasis on volunteer-

ism in our Park is an important factor in the happiness 

we feel here.   

Social scientists who study what makes people happy 

have found that much of the happiness we experi-

ence in life derives from helping others.   

When we volunteer to help 

with activities and when 

we work together to im-

prove the community 

where we live, we reap the 

benefit of increased per-

sonal happiness.   

To you Quail Valley        

volunteers, a special 

THANK YOU!   

You make me happy.   

Don Irwin, Board President 

Don 



NEW Online Portal 
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(Member Name) 

Did you recently get this e-mail from Quail Valley Association introducing On Line Portal?  

This is our new HOA property management program and is an extremely powerful platform 

for our park personnel as well as a great new tool for members to use.  You can pay your 

HOA dues, utility charges and other park expenses on this site.  You can also view your ac-

count balance.  The on line bill pay service is a safe and convenient way to pay your bills 

directly to the Association.  You can also set up Auto Pay for recurring charges.   

This Portal has so much more.  I recently went on line to look it over and was impressed with 

the many other helpful tools that are available.  This site puts you in contact directly with the 

office personnel and a lot of the business you need to transact with the office can be done 

on this portal.   You can ask for maintenance services, report a maintenance issue or write a 

request about a maintenance issue.  The requests are reviewed daily.  You can upload your 

insurance documents which the office will keep in your file.  You can update your account 

profile with current contact information.  Some of the site windows are still under construc-

tion.  Once the site is fully set up, the Park will be able to share documents with Park mem-

bers, groups or committees.  Park documents such a Bylaws, Rules and Regs, Permits and 

member only documents will eventually be maintained, stored and shared on this site.  Prop-

erty details and compliance are still in development.  There is even a calendar on the site 

with different categories of events whether social, maintenance, or park business events.   

So go to the site link above and setup your password and have fun exploring.  If you want to 

learn more go the Help Section on the drop down menu and scroll through the topics.  

There are a lot of questions and answers you may find very helpful. Annette 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month and 
thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com
    

Annette Gifford, Editor 

Becca Chase and Karen Griffin gave us an update on how much 

money was collected for the Guzman family who lost their daugh-

ter, Ceci, on December 9, 2021 in a tragic auto accident on Cork-

hill Road.  Ceci’s brother was also badly injured in the accident.  

Becca and Karen visited the family and took up a fund raising    

effort to help the family out.  Last month they presented the funds 

to the family.  They collected $1,796 plus sealed envelopes with 

unknown amounts.  Rainbow Park on Langlois Rd also submitted 

a sealed envelope with an unknown amount.  Julio, the little boy, 

who survived is improving but still has a long way to go to recover 

from his head injuries.  The family recently visited Becca in Quail 

Valley and expressed their gratitude to our community for our  

generous contributions and cards. 

Update on Guzman Tragedy 
   

Walter Wilson 

Come and hear the Word of God 
with discussions and teachings.     
All are welcome to attend and      
participate. 

These meetings will be held in the 
Library next to the office between 
2:30 and 3:30 PM every Tuesday.   

Christian Fellowship in Library 

Quail Valley Association  

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

70-201 Aurora Road  

Desert Hot Springs, CA  92241 

Phone 760-329-5757 

Fax 760-329-5798 

www.quailvalleyseniorpark.com 

www.quailvalleyassn.com 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Fred and Sally Kros, Sp 153 

Andy Herbst, Sp 284 

 You’re Invited 

The Full Moon Howl-In 

Thursday, March 17, 6:30 pm 
9th and Quail 

Bring your own beverages, snacks. 

 

The Guzman family 

Music, dancing, trivia and moon pies for prizes. There will 

also be painted rocks for sale depicting a quail howling at 

the moon. $3. The money goes back to the Senior Club.  

And of course our velvet voiced Mooniac Mark as DJ.                   

                         Becca 


