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Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

A grateful thanks to all of you that pro-

vided us with the wonderful new Board 

members. I feel this Board can serve 

the Park well and help bring friendship 

and harmony to our Park. We want and 

look forward to your ideas, contribu-

tions and help in making our Park a fun 

and inviting place to be. I very much 

look forward to having our Thursday 

coffee and being able to share ideas 

and make it inviting for more people to 

become involved.  

I hope you are all  avoiding the COVID-

19 virus. We have been incredibly 

lucky to have had only a hand full of 

cases here in the Park. Thanks to eve-

ryone that tried to fol-

low the COVID-19 

guidelines to keep our 

Park safe and 

healthy. 

My commitment 

(amongst many) is to help us all enjoy   

building our Park to being  “The Happy 

Place.”  

Please forward you constructive com-

ments and suggestions to 

qvaboard@gmail.com. 

Thanks in advance for your help this 

coming year. 

Dennis 

Message from Dennis Kirk 

Check out the New Gardens in the Park.  

The gardens along the 

hot tubs have been 

cleaned up.  The Gar-

den Club put in new 

greenery and fresh 

landscape rocks in the 

planter beds, as well as 

new ceramic statutes.  

Gene Bryson said Lew-

is Lang, Sharon Wilson 

and Gwen brainstormed and came up with 

many of these ideas for an inexpensive 

face lift.  He said the 

Senior Committee paid 

for the improvements.  

The GClub (Garden 

Club) also improved 

the beds on the west 

side of the ladies 

shower room.  They took out the bushes 

and gravel along the wall and planted Bot-

tle Brush bushes and filled in the beds with 

fresh landscape rock.  That park area is 

really looking good.   

Have you noticed the new bed planted just 

outside the NW pool gate.  Once again 

Lewis and the Garden crew removed the 

shaggy plants, put in a border and dropped 

the red gravel down, then filled the perime-

ter with new landscape rock.  They bought 

Busy as Beavers! 

Dennis Kirk, 

Board President 

Quail Watch 

Cont’d on Page 2 
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It is hard to believe March is almost here and we will have 

a new Senior Committee for the next season. We want to 

thank Deb Nemeth, Darlene Przybylski, and Paul Baker for 

stepping forward and volunteering for the Committee.  Dar-

lene has been in the Park all season and is already helping 

on the Committee.  They say she has been an amazing 

help, plus Rick has worked alongside her as well.  We get 

two volunteers for the price of one! LOL.  Deb has sat in on 

meetings last year and was a great help at that time. She 

did a lot of work with the Anniversary Committee and is 

very enthusiastic about the coming season.  Everyone al-

ready knows Paul from the pancake breakfast and stew 

dinners.  Thank you all for getting involved.  We know you 

will be great assets to the Committee.  Of course, we will 

still have Ken Mutch, Jacque Pasa and Bob Irwin remain-

ing on the Committee for another year to give us the six 

members we need.  I think we will have a great group and I 

hope they will enjoy it as much as I did.  

As chairperson this year, my job has been easy but it is not 

the way I would have liked to finish off my fourth year on 

the Committee. Some things are just beyond our control 

and COVID is one of them.  Hopefully we can all be back in 

the park next year to enjoy all the activities, friendships, 

pool and sun that Quail has to offer.  We have missed you 

all plus it is darn cold with lots of snow 

for most of us up north! 

Again this month I want to thank Ken, 

John, Joy and Bob for all the work 

they have done to have an Anniver-

sary celebration, the cookouts, getting 

the courts ready for use and all the 

other things they have done to give 

the residents that are there something 

to brighten their days.  I also want to 

thank all the volunteers they have had 

working alongside them because with-

out them it would not have been possible to host these 

events alone. Volunteering and working together is what 

our park is all about, which also forms new friendships, 

bonds and memories. Some of my best memories are the 

laughter we had as we worked getting meals ready or 

some other event ready.  Again thank you from John Mur-

phy, Joy Munro and myself for allowing us to be part of the 

Senior Committee for the past several years but we will still 

be around helping where needed. 

A Message from your Senior Committee 

Linda St Denis, 

Senior Committee, 

Chairperson 

some huge ceramic pots and 

planted them with lovely 

plants.   

Also the maintenance crew 

along with the GClub have 

been grooming the greenbelt 

areas on East and West 

Streets.  The garden beds have been regraveled and re-

planted.   

Lastly, there is another ambitious project underway.  The 

fence along Aurora has been deteriorating due to the vines 

growing through the 

fence.  The GClub and 

park volunteers are re-

moving the foliage and 

clearing the fence line on 

both sides.  They then put 

privacy slates through the 

fence links.  They hope to 

continue this process 

along the entire length of fencing along Aurora.  This will 

be a long term project and additional volunteers would be 

most welcome. 

Book Roundup 

Before you head home, please return all books to the 

library.  We especially need those western paper-

backs.  If you have a collection of westerns, please 

consider donating them to the library.  Joanne 

Hearn, our Librarian, said they are the most read 

books in our library.  

So round em up and bring em in. 

Cont’d from Page 1 
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On Valentine’s Day our dear neighbor Kara 

Grall, Sp 64, delivered gourmet cookies.  

What a special surprise!  We are fairly new 

to the park and COVID restrictions have 

limited our ability to get to know our neigh-

bors.  I am fascinated with the life events 

Kara shared with me yesterday. 

Did you know….  Kara was born and raised in the South 

Bay area of Los Angeles and many family members still 

live there.  She grew up going to the Foursquare Church in 

Redondo Beach and loves doing prayer walks around the 

park. 

Most of her adult life she has worked in the film industry.  

After beginning as an assistant, one of her most challeng-

ing positions was 1
st
 assistant director.  Responsibilities 

included keeping everybody motivated, organizing and run-

ning the set during production and coordinating the shoot-

ing schedule. 

Some of Kara’s work can be found online on the Interna-

tional Movie Database (IMDB) or just search for Kara Grall.  

Currently she is co-producing a series called Striped.  The 

production was shut down due to COVID but shooting will 

begin again after the vaccine. 

Another really enjoyable assignment was working the 

Cannes film festival and traveling around France. 

Maui is one of Kara’s favorite spots on the planet.  Other 

travels have included many areas of the USA, Europe, New 

Zealand & Australia.  A life changing event was the three 

months she spent in South Africa on a film.  Kara went on 

as many Safaris as possible and loved watching the ele-

phants and rhinos the most. 

Kara’s partner is an Australian 

Master Captain and owns Cool-

angatta Whale Watch on the 

Gold Coast.  He drives the boat 

and she runs the business.  

She drives a UTE in Australia 

and loves it.  Deadly snakes 

and sharks freak her out so going into the ocean in Austral-

ia is out of the question. 

A quote from Kara: “My sister Kim, found this park and we 

came to look and now we both have places here.  I love 

that she is here right down the street from me.  This pan-

demic has been life changing for all of us, it is such a night-

mare.  I am trying to make good use of my time, I have writ-

ten and sold one screenplay in my life.  So now here at the 

desert house, I am writing.  I just finished my first draft on 

one screenplay that is set in Africa and I am on my 3
rd

 draft 

on one that is set in the islands in Fiji.  I am not a 9 to 5 

writer.  I have to shut out the world of distractions and try to 

create original content.  It can be very challenging.  I figure 

what have I got to lose, might as well try.” 

Hobbies:  Buy some watercolors and paint.  Will wait until 

screenplays are finished. 

Best thing about the park:  Peacefulness and nice kind 

neighbors that feel like extended family. 

Worst thing about the park:  Many people drive too fast 

Wish list for the park:  Larger laundry facility 

 

Estelle Anderson – Space 46 

It has been a year since Estelle lost her beloved 15-year 

old dog, Charlie. 

The exciting news is Estelle is a new mama to sweet girl 

Cha Cha, a 2-year old mix breed 

Chihuahua, Yorkshire Terrier and 

Pomeranian. 

Cha Cha was on the euthanasia 

list at the animal rescue shelter in 

San Bernardino.  She was sepa-

rated from her male shelter mate 

because she was so protective.  

Along came Estelle to her res-

cue! 

She came with a chip, booster shots and a green tattoo to 

identify she has been spayed. 

Estelle is enjoying her wonderful companion and can be 

seen riding or walking to the doggy park with Cha Cha 

smartly responding to her new surroundings. 

For those of you that are new to the park, Estelle has been 

a resident since 1994 and was elected to the Board twice 

and served on many committees. 

Her daughter lives in Fullerton and her son lives in Los  

Angeles. 

Thank you for inviting me into your home to share your  
story.    

Rosie 

NW Quadrant  

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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414-762-0894 

Space 221 

SE Quadrant 

  by Annette Gifford 

I must put on my other hat this month 

as we have had a number of new 

members moving into our quadrant.  

Pete and Barbara Libbey recently pur-

chased Rod and Joyce Howards, Sp 

255, on 8th Street.  Pete and Barbara 

have a place in Almar Acres and de-

cided to investigate Quail Valley Park.  

Pete fell in love with Sp 255 and after 

many months of negotiating was able 

to purchase the property from the 

Howards.  Pete loves to garden and plays the ukulele.  

Barbara loves to craft and sew.  She especially likes to de-

sign greeting cards.  Pete and Barbara are originally from 

Washington and have been married for 38 years.  Barbara 

was a jewelry designer early in her career and then moved 

into the data processing field where she met Pete.  They 

took a year off from their jobs back in 1984 and traveled 

extensively to Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, and the 

islands of Figi and Tahiti.   They were glad they did that 

during their younger years and have a lot of great memo-

ries.  They have been coming to the desert for many years 

and first moved to Catalina Spa in 2016.  They said they 

love the friendly park at Quail and the green spaces here.  

The park has been very welcoming.   

Another recent QV member is Nick Hyman who purchased 

Sp 228 on 7th Street.  Nick has 

been traveling throughout the coun-

try in his RV for 8 years.  It is just the 

right size for a single person and his 

companion Gingy, a yellow tabby.  

Nick was born and raised in the U.K.  

He began his career as a journalist 

for a local weekly publication in the 

UK and during his career traveled 

extensively throughout Europe.  He 

and his first wife spent many months in Israel and while 

there, the movie, “Rambo 3”, was being filmed.  His wife 

applied for a job on set and was hired as a system produc-

tion coordinator.  The experience she gained during that 

time allowed them to travel to LA in 1988 where she had 

gainful employment in the movie industry.  Nick loves vin-

tage automobiles and car racing and spent many years in 

California in the auto industry.  It still is a special interest in 

his life today.  He is 64 years old and is enjoying an early 

retirement, doing what he loves to do best… experience his 

vagabond life.  He lives for today, enjoying new experienc-

es and meeting people.  He found Quail Valley when he 

was looking for an RV park in the Coachella Valley.  He 

saw an ad in an RVing publication and followed up on the 

lead which took him to Quail Valley.  The more he explored 

QV the more he fell in love with our park.  He said that 

compared to a lot of other parks, our park is the best cared 

for and friendliest park he has been in.  He originally was 

residing in the 1000 Trails RV park in Palm Springs and 

was looking for another option.  His friends in Indio came to 

visit him in our park recently and loved the park, saying he 

made an excellent move. Welcome to Quail Valley, Nick! 

I noticed that Jim Chambers’ Sp 258 on 8th and East 

Streets changed hands last 

season but never knew who 

purchased it.  It turns out that 

Burel and Ron Schultz are the 

new owners.  His brother Ron, 

was living with his son in Idaho 

and needed a place to live  

after his son got married. He 

partnered with Burel to pur-

chase the unit.  Ron is living fulltime in Sp 258 and Burel 

helps him out from time to time.  Ron was a Vietnam Era 

Vet where he spent his tour in Hawaii during the war.  After 

spending 10 years in the service he moved into the finan-

cial sector.  A health condition forced him to retire about 3 

years ago.  Ron collects beer steins and has quite a dis-

play.  He is happy to be in the park and loves his space 

and park model.  He also likes the friendly people in the 

park.  Burel is a Vietnam Vet and after leaving the service 

went into law enforcement in Washington where he worked 

as a homicide detective for 10 years and then retired.  He 

moved to Las Vegas as an under sheriff and then left that 

position and moved to Texas where he sold real estate.  

He says he is a drifter.  Burel has rented in the park for a 

couple of seasons and knew Joy Monro from his early 

years in Washington law enforcement.  Joy and Burel 

worked in the same law enforcement unit and they had 

become great friends working on many projects together.  

Burel has one son and 2 grand kids.  He has a dry sense of 

humor and a twinkle in his eye.  It was nice to get to know 

him a little better.  Welcome Ron and Burel to our Quail 

Valley family of members. 

   Annette 
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Meet the Board as of March 2021 

 

Position Name Space 

 President Dennis Kirk     151  

 Vice President Ginny Austerman     235  

   Secretary Don Irwin       99  

 Treasurer Jim Ryan      242  

 Maintenance  Gene Bryson       77  

                       Rob Cochran     267  

 At Large Dan Rue     160  

    Jim Ryan          Gene Bryson      Rob Cochran        Dan Rue 

     Dennis Kirk              Ginny Austerman            Don Irwin 

Thank you Claudette McCoy, Ken Nussear, and Jim Campbell for your dedicated service to the Park as  

Board members.  Congratulations to the newly elected and re-elected Board Members: Ginny Austerman, 

Bob Irwin, Jim Ryan, Gene Bryson and Dan Rue.   

Here are the election voting results: 

Ginny Austerman  140 Vice President 

Don Irwin   125 Secretary 

Robert Cochran  119  Maintenance 

Jim Ryan   117  Treasurer 

Dan Rue   106 At Large 

Roger St. Denis    79 

Robert McCoy      55 

Ken Nussear        49 

Sharon Taylor     34 

Kathy Solich    26    

A huge thank you to Becca Chase and her volun-

teers who spent many hours distributing, following 

up with members and counting the ballots to en-

sure that this would be a fair and accurate elec-

tion.  Becca said “When I inherited the commis-

sion, Gwen Bryson had already done an immense 

amount of work.  My wonderful team was Kelly 

Hunt, Sharon Wilson, Nancy Isbell, Nancy Son-

nichsen, Alberta Binford, Rosie Allison, Karen Grif-

fith, Audrey Vanos, Dave and Irene Bitikofer and 

Joy Munro. I couldn't ask for a better team. I also 

want to thank Mavis and Dawn for all their hard 

work getting the paperwork and emails out. “  

The ZOOM TEAM 

Dennis Kirk and Mavis Beyer worked hard to set up the Zoom 

equipment for the annual meeting.  Mavis set up the computer and 

worked with Dennis to draft and send out email notices to all 

members.  The meeting was held outside of the library.  While a 

lot of people attended wearing masks and social distanced on the 

green, we had many more watching (using Zoom technology) from 

their computers at home.  All future meetings will offer this option 

and those of you who cannot attend in person will have the ability 

to watch, listen and participate. 

The Park is looking into purchasing a video camera and some  

other equipment to make future meetings even more interactive. 
Dennis Kirk and Mavis Beyer 
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36th Quail Valley Anniversary, Jan 30, 2021 

Kristin G dished the cake 

Yes, there was a party in our Park.  On Saturday January 30, 2021 we had a mini celebration for our Park’s 

36th Anniversary.  The Senior Committee served sandwiches and salad, birthday cake and beverages.  We 

had a good turnout and people were happy to see each other after our long months of quarantine.  Of course, 

we still had to social distance and wear facemasks, but it was good to greet one another and socialize on the 

green.  Thank you Senior Committee for putting on this fun event.  It almost feels like normal. 

Once again the Senior Committee put on a great event on Tuesday, Feb 16.  The park residents enjoyed 

hamburgers, hotdogs and all the extras, plus Marc and Patti serenaded us with their wonderful folk tunes.   

Valentines Day & Everyone’s Birthday BBQ, Feb  16, 2021 

Joy and Jackie serving sandwiches 

Jan Prough getting goodies 

Nancy Isbell served wine 

Rick P served beer, 

soda and water 

Party on the Green 

Marc & Pattie played for us while 

we partied. 

Ken Mutch and John Murphy man-

ning the grills. Don Irwin also grilled. 

Darlene P and Joy M showing off 

the desserts. 
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NE Quadrant  

  by Becca Chase 

 

509-431-5966  

Space 148 

Its been a little slow newswise in my quadrant and I wanted 

to share with you my trip to Mexico last season.  It was 

quite an adventure and I hope you enjoy hearing about it. 

Wow, I can’t believe it’s almost been a year since my son, 

Wade and I embarked on a month long road trip around 

the Baja.  This was before COVID was really a thing, be-

fore masks and lockdown and no one I knew had had a 

cotton swab stuck up their nasal passages.  Ahh ignorance 

is bliss. 

We left on 2/23/2020.  Wade rode his motorcycle and my 

car was packed with his camping gear and pulling Poppy 

my vintage trailer.  We obtained our Mexican auto insur-

ance on this side of the border & boondocked not too far 

from Mexicali so we could get across the border early. First 

destination San Felipe.  The border crossing very confus-

ing.  They sent Wade right through but I was pulled over to 

be searched. Really? 

Hwy 1 to San Felipe was 

very good but not too sce-

nic until you get closer to 

San Felipe.  Then you 

start getting glimpses of 

the sea and greenery.  

We stayed at KiKi’s RV 

park.  Older, small but very clean.  All spaces are pull-

throughs with a picnic table and stairs that go up to a pala-

pa.  What a view from there.  That’s where Wade set up his 

bedroll. We walked downtown for dinner.  Charming res-

taurant right on the Malecon across from the Sea of Cor-

tez. It was so wonderful we went back for breakfast.  Then 

headed south to Puertecitos on Hwy 1. 

Puertecitos at one time was a 

beautiful resort town with RV 

park, restaurant, store and 

year around homes  snow-

birds,  what makes it so 

unique is the hot mineral wa-

ter bubbling up near the edge 

of the sea.  Big rocks have been arranged to make several 

large pools.  The tide going in and out clean the pools 

twice a day.  The water is so hot that takes no time at all to 

have warm water pools.  It is a phenomenon that is very 

rare and occurs only in two areas of the Baja. There was a 

sign for showers so after soaking came back to get 

cleaned up.  When I asked the fellow taking care of things 

where were the showers he said, “I will bring bucket and 

ladle.”   

We had dinner in Mulege and met the young couple play-

ing music for tips.  Seemed like we ran into them alot along 

the Baja. They were pretty good.  We dry camped two 

nights right on the beach in Los Cocos.  Gorgeous sunrises 

and sunsets.  Dinner at Pepes.  Best steak in many years.  

We headed back to camp in the dark and saw fish jumping 

covered in phosphorus so they looked bedazzeled.  When 

you ran your leg through it came bejeweled also.  I really 

could have stayed longer. 

On to Loreto.  RV park Romanti-

ca right in town by the town 

square. No big rigs would have 

fit.   Wade rented a room as lots 

too small to set up his tent.  

Beautiful museums, Malecon, 

restaurants, music and of 

course the beautiful Sea of Cortez.  Hot showers, Wahooo. 

Next stop Junkalito.  The only way we found it was word of 

mouth.  A beautiful sandy beach on the sea.  It looked right 

out of Jurrassic park with the jungle foliage and mountans.  

Only eight rigs on the beach. The young couple from 

Mulege came in the next day.  We fished, snorkeled, hiked 

and beachcombed with them.   

On to Puerto Escondido.  The protected marina on the Sea 

of Cortez.  The Mexican government put   millions into 

building this resort.  Hotel, RV park, restaurant, store, lots 

for homes to be built on canals with their private docks and 

 fishing charters.  The restaurant was rooftop with a won-

derful view of the marina and all the huge yachts.  Again 

another place I was reluctant to leave. The sign was along 

one of the streets and the next thing I knew I came face to 

face with a burrow.  I don’t know who was more startled. 

La Paz is next.  We stayed 

a week to take in the 

sights.  It is a huge port.  

So much history and plac-

es to see nearby.   

The only rough part of the 

highway was where the 

hurricane had taken it out and they were in the process of 

repairing it.  Any paved road was better than any road here 

in the valley or I-10 so don’t ever let the worry of bad roads 

keep you from this trip.  It was wonderful.  Narrow in some 

areas and Poppy is wide so a little hair raising around cor-

ners & meeting semis. 

I will finish this adventure next month. 

   Becca 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru April.  Hard copies in B&W are 
distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month and 
thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com
    

Annette Gifford, Editor 

Alberta from our Disaster Committee sent in an interesting 

article about checking your circuit breakers.   

Electrical circuit breakers in your house panel. 

The time change is next month. Remember to turn off 

all your breakers and turn them back on.  It’s called 

exercising the breakers. Think of it this way.  If you sat 

in a chair for years and I asked you to get up, could 

you?  Circuit breakers have to open if 

there is a problem so you don’t  have 

a fire.  When you turn them off start 

with the small breakers and do the 

main last.  When you turn them back on, start with the 

main then do the small branch circuit breakers.  After 

that reset your clocks . You might want to change 

your air filter too. 

Safety Message 

 

It’s almost time to pick our citrus in the Greenbelt areas of the 

park.  The fruit should be about ripe by now and should be 

picked.  Please do not pick the trees that are on private 

property unless you have direct permission from the 

owners.   

Fruit Picking Time 

Now that most of our buildings’ locks have 

been converted to combo locks thereby re-

ducing the nightly lockup procedures, many 

of our buildings can now be accessed 24/7.  

There are a few exceptions, however, in-

cluding the Workshop and Social Hall.  

Gene Bryson stated, “I personally can't see why we 

feel it is important to control access hours for our park 

buildings.  Different people have different habits.  

There is nothing in our bylaws about open/closed 

hours.  In the past, lock up determined the closed 

hours.  We do have a quiet rule and we should re-

spect it.  I say live and let live.”   So if you wake up in 

the middle of the night and feel like a game of pool, 

ping pong, doing the laundry or taking out the trash, 

you may do so.  However, please be responsible 

about it.   

New Lockup and Building Access information 

 

Donald and Deborah Veiga, Sp 166 

Timothy Veiga, Maryvette Hoffman, Sp 1 

Nick Hyman, Sp 228 

Janette Chapman, Sp 144 

Thomas Drake, Sp 147 


