
Quail Valley Association, Inc.              www.quailvalleyassn.com 

Message from Dennis 1 

Park Improvements 2 

The Puzzle Ladies 3 

SE Quadrant 3 

Howl-In 3 

NW Quadrant 4 

In Memoriam 4 

COVID Update 5 

Ruth Bender 5 

Website News 6 

Drought 7 

Senior Club Message 7 

Board Nominations 8 

New Members 8 

November 2021 

Volume 31, Issue 1 

 

Inside this issue 

W E L C O M E  B A C K to the Park.   

It has been a long spell since we have 

seen most of our members here. We 

hope all of you can be here this sea-

son.  

You will be greeted by a new masonry 

wall along Aurora. Hopefully it will pro-

vide more security and noise reduction 

for those that live on 1st and 2nd 

streets. The wall has been sealed and 

then sprayed with a anti-graffiti coating 

just in case we have some             

Rembrandt’s in the area. 

The Social Hall has a freshly painted 

ceiling, grid and new tiles. The floor has 

been stripped and resurfaced; it looks 

GREAT. 

The Palm trees have received haircuts 

to greet you. 

We have established a new contract 

with Spectrum which will go into effect 

11/3/2021. As of that date you will be 

able to obtain the new equipment sup-

plied under the contract. That will in-

clude up to two High-Definition cable 

channel receivers. An Internet modem 

with up to 200 mps download speed 

and up to 10 mps upload speed.  It also 

includes a new channel line up with 

expanded channels.  A separate email 

will be coming out, if it hasn’t already, 

to explain how and when you can ob-

tain the new equipment. 

The Dog Park has a new fence and 

masonry walls. Much of which was pro-

vided by a very generous member who 

wishes to remain anonymous. 

The ramps to the   

library and office have 

been replaced with a 

cement floor which 

comes up level with 

the threshold to both 

doors. 

A new gas hot water heater has been 

installed for the rest rooms and show-

ers stalls at the pool as the old one bit 

the dust.  Which brings to our attention 

that the hot water heaters for the laun-

dry and Social Hall are of the same 

age, way beyond their service life, and 

are also being considered for replace-

ment. So you should not worry about 

running out of hot water (unless some-

one forgets to fill the propane tanks). 

Our COVID Policy, for the safety of the 

Park, is to follow the CDC, state of  

California, and Riverside County guide-

lines. Basically, wear a mask when in-

doors around other folks and outdoors 

when you are in a group setting. We 

hope no one will get ill and miss out on 

our Park activities. 

The Senior Committee is considering 

activities where we can enjoy each  

other, have fun, but be as safe as we 

can. 

We hope you will find your Park well 

taken care of and pleasing for your re-

turn. 

Dennis 

A Message from Dennis 

Dennis Kirk, 

Board President 
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The Park crews were busy at work this summer and 

you will be amazed at all of the improvements when 

you arrive.  Besides taking care of the numerous wa-

ter leaks and repairing pipes, the crew kept busy all 

summer with many outdoor and indoor jobs.   

Gene Bryson and Rob Cochran kept the contractors 

busy for sure.  The biggest project was replacing the 

deteriorating chain link fence on Aurora and building 

a concrete wall.  This project was huge and included 

clearing all of the brush around the fence, removing 

the old fence, clearing the rocks away from the build-

ing area, laying the foundation,  laying the concrete 

blocks, filling them with cement, coating the outside 

wall with a textured coat, and adding anti graffiti paint.   

Another big project was re-

placing the concrete walk area in front of the library, 

office and Shuffle Board area.  The contractors      

removed  the concrete which was badly deteriorated 

and laid new cement.  The new area is such an     

improvement and eliminated the safety hazards from 

having to step up or down the steps.  We will certainly 

enjoy this busy area this season.   

The next major project was replacing the chain link 

fence along the dog Park with a concrete wall and 

decorative ironwork at the top.  The dog Park has two 

new walls and two new iron gates and it looks so 

much better, plus our pooches will have a little more 

privacy and will not be distracted from doing their   

duty.  This project was pricey and thanks to an    

anonymous donor, we were able to build the kind of 

structure that really looks great.  Thank you so much 

to the person who helped make this project so      

successful.   

The next improvement 

was finished in August.  

Our maintenance staff re-

placed the ceiling tiles in 

the clubhouse and the 

metal frames around the 

ceiling tiles were painted.  

They also stripped, waxed 

and buffed the vinyl floor.    

Besides pruning and regular routine maintenance, the 

staff also updated our hot tubs with a deep cleaning 

and new equipment.   

Hopefully we will all enjoy our new shining Park this 

season.   

We would like to thank all of those people who 

worked on these projects during the hot dry summer 

months.  

Annette 

Park Improvements—                        

Mission Accomplished 

Thank you Dawn Loredo for the great photos! 
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Joanne Hearn, Sp 136, and Nancy Sonnichsen,      

Sp 79, love working on challenging jigsaw puzzles.  

Joanne’s son, Kelly, knows his mom does too, so he 

purchases the most challenging puzzles he can find 

and sends them to her.  Recently he sent mom a real 

doozy, a 3D puzzle made out of lenticular jigsaw piec-

es.  But that didn’t discourage Nancy and Joanne.  

Joanne brought it to the library and the ladies set out 

to conquer it.  Nancy said it was a real stinker be-

cause each piece would change as you would move it 

around.  The ladies would be sitting in there for hours 

trying to fit the pieces together.  Occasionally, some-

one would come into the library and look at the puz-

zle, find the 

piece and pop it 

into the puzzle.  

And sure 

enough the 

piece would fit. 

The ladies just 

looked at each other and laughed.   It was a labor of 

love and an enjoyable effort.  Nancy and Joanne look 

forward to the next challenge. And Kelly now has to 

find an even more challenging puzzle to keep them 

entertained. 

The Puzzle Ladies 

SE Quadrant News 

Meet Pauline Valha and Rob Foster.  They purchased 

the old tipout trailer and lot on Space 283 on East 7th 

Street.  The old trailer was unlivable and they pulled it 

off and brought in a newer park model.  Rob skirted 

the park model and had beautiful tile work done on 

the front of their 

trailer.  He was 

able to save the 

palm tree on the 

property and had it 

moved towards 

the front of their 

unit.   

Pauline and Rob 

live in Sequim, 

Washington and Rob is a commercial fisherman in 

Kodiak, Alaska.  Pauline has two   daughters and Rob 

has 2 boys, 1 girl and 8 grandchildren.  Pauline spent 

25 years in Alaska working for the government as a 

social worker and various 

grant, tax relief programs 

for 20 years and retired at 

55.    

Rob and Pauline met 

about 11 years ago in Se-

quim.  Rob was born and 

raised in Kodiak.  He is a 5th generation native of 

Alaska with Norwegian and Russian heritage.   

Rob has been a commercial fisherman for 56 years 

and is currently building a 78 foot fishing boat.  He 

mostly catches salmon in his nets and the fish are 

plentiful in AK.  Rob has known Alan Austerman and 

Jack Wick for 40/50 years respectively.   The Alaskan 

group!  That sounds like a great future story.   

Welcome Pauline and Rob and we hope you settle in 

this season in your new winter home, enjoying the 

sunshine and moderate climate.   

Annette 

Pauline Valha & Rob Foster, 

Sp 283 

The Full Moon Howl-In Nov 19, 4:30 pm   

Come and join Becca Chase and friends for a fun time howling at the moon as it 

comes up on 9th Street.  Marc and Patti will be playing “moon” songs.  Bring your 

own beverage and snacks if you care to.  There will be dancing on 9th street. 
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You might be asking your-
self… “What connection 
could Tim Viega, Sp 1, pos-
sibly have with this picture 
of a vintage 1948 Carnation 
Co. Seattle, WA wood milk 
crate!”   

For many years, Tim ser-
viced a Carnation Milk deliv-
ery route in Los Angeles.  
Perhaps these old crates 

were still in use early in his 
career.  Containers for de-
livery have changed over 
the years but being an avid 
antique collector, I have a 
great appreciation for the 
beauty of old wood advertis-
ing crates.   

Tim was born and raised in 
Pico Rivera, CA, located 10 
miles east of Los Angeles 

with a current population of 65,000.  Pico and Rivera 
which make up todays city – came into being in the 
1880’s with completion of rail lines for Union Pacific 
and Atchison-Topeka-Santa Fe railroads. 

Spain is the country of origin for Tim’s father.  After 
arriving in California, he met his future wife who was 
originally from New Mexico.  Growing up in a large 
family of 6 brothers, Tim was lucky that his mother 
taught him how to cook.  His culinary skills became 
so refined that he spent many years as a chef and 
ultimately opened up his own restaurant!  After pur-
suing that career for several years, he decided to 

seek other opportunities that were less stressful and 
hectic. 

One of those opportunities was the very unique    
responsibility of driving a Limousine for “well heeled” 
Hollywood Senior Executives (aka bosses to the 
movie stars).  Being authentically attentive to the 
large egos of his customers proved to be very lucra-
tive.  The TIP JAR overflowed.  Tim loved the job of 
being a top-notch driver. 

Later on, he ventured into the real estate business, 
purchasing and selling homes in Pico Rivera and 
LaPuente, CA. 

Now that he is recently retired, in 2020 Tim and his 
wife, Yvette, who have two daughters, purchased the 
Park Model in Sp 1.  Shortly thereafter, his brother 
Don and wife Deb, also became owners in Quail Val-
ley.  

Tim credits moving to Quail Valley with turning his life 
around.  Exercise and diet changes have resulted in 
a 35 lbs. weight loss.  Camping, hiking and riding dirt 
bikes occupy a good portion of his spare time.   

He believes God guided him here.  There are a cou-
ple of churches in the area that he attends regularly 
and loves the spirit of the community. 

“I look forward to meeting everyone in the Park and 
being involved.  I would also like to start a Christian 
Fellowship group to share my faith with the Park” ... 
parting comments from Tim. 

WELCOME Tim!  We look forward to sharing adven-
tures. 

   Rosie 

NW Quadrant  

  by Rosie Allison 

rallison.alta@gmail.com  

253-720-0595 

Space 57 

 
Ruth Bender, Sp 227 (May 2021) 

Rudy Cook, Sp 262 

Jack Birt, Sp 133 

Harley Gilmore, Sp 172 

Maurice (Mori) Hammer, Sp 30 

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.” Thomas Campbell 

mailto:rallison.alta@gmail.com
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COVID Update 

What will the upcoming 21-22 season in Quail Valley look like with COVID still evolving.  

Certainly, we know more about the virus and the vaccines.  And while the vaccines are 

not guaranteed to be 100% effective, they seem to have reduced the spread of the virus.  

What is the Park’s position on the COVID precautions?  This was discussed at the Sept 

16th Board Meeting.  The Board unanimously agreed that we will follow the California guidelines established 

for the Federal, State, County and Municipal levels of the government.  As long as the virus is active and  

cases continue to occur, we should expect to see a similar season with COVID precautions in place.  Wear-

ing a mask in inside locations, social distancing, and disinfecting public places and private spaces is a given 

right now.  Even if you were inoculated, you could pass it on to others.  It is hoped that while we may still be 

susceptible to the virus, we may not experience the worst case scenarios and be able to recover at home.  

The important thing to remember is keep your immune system as healthy as you can.  Bring medications that 

you might need should you come down with the virus as well as continually disinfect areas you have come in 

contact with.  Be mindful of others and follow the guidelines in place.  Let’s do everything we can to eradicate 

this dangerous virus.  Stay fit, healthy and well! 

For updates on State Requirements, visit the California Department of Public Health at: 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2019.aspx 

Ruth Bender passed away May 1, 2021 at age 95.  Ruth was a Charter Member 

and was here when the Park first settled.  Ruth and Harvey Bender came to this 

area looking for a winter home and when they saw Mr. Heerman selling lots at a 

roadside stand on Dillon Road, they quickly purchased a choice lot.  Back then it 

was just a sand plot with lot markers and hookups.  Harvey and Ruth quickly got to 

work improving their lot and working with other Charter Members to build the Park.  

Harvey was in the cement and masonry business and helped pour cement and 

construct many of the cement and rock structures in the Park.   

Ruth, who loved the desert and its flora, was fondly named the Cactus Kid for her 

landscaping and was featured in one of the first Park 

newsletters.  She was also very musical and could play the 

guitar and other instruments.  Ruth was an active member 

of the Quail Valley Kitchen Band.   

She had many socials at her place and was noted for serv-

ing an assortment of craft Wisconsin cheeses.   

The Benders loved this Park and had many good lifelong 

friends here.  Some of them traveled to Wisconsin to visit 

the Benders and enjoyed camping and canoeing on the 

Wisconsin River where Ruth’s family had a large farm 

along the river. 

Ruth Bender, Charter Member 
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Quail Valley Website—Looking Good 

 

Our Quail Valley website is looking good.  Now that the Park has taken ownership of the website, we 

can build it to be a great resource for our members as well as a marketing tool to bring in new mem-

bers.  Jan Prough, Sp 176, has volunteered to chair the Quail Valley Website Committee.  Jan Simp-

son, Sp 82, and Pete Libby, Sp 255, have also volunteered to be members on the Committee.  Jan 

Prough believes they will bring many new ideas and input to keep our website current and useful to all.  

Jan stated that Kelli Cochran, Sp 267, manages the website and has been a tremendous asset as web 

host.  “Her artistic talent and knowledge has been beyond what we could have gotten anywhere else for 

no more than she is receiving.”   The website is easy to find.  When you Google it, it comes right up 

right away.  The Committee welcomes all members’ input and suggestions for future website improve-

ments.  Jan said she is looking forward to our website becoming a beneficial arm for our community.    

Quail Valley Website 

Home Page 

Check it out! 
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Hot and dry has been the description for the 20-21 season so far.  This 

winter, spring and summer months have seen little rainfall.  The desert 

never greened up, wild flowers were minimal and few butterflies migrat-

ed through the Valley.  The threat of wild fires remains high with a 

parched landscape of dry creosote bushes and desert flora brittle and 

lifeless.   

 

Yes living in the desert has many advantages, but remember we are in the de-

sert and our most precious commodity is water.  Without it we couldn’t live here.  

The Coachella Valley is asking everyone to be mindful and conserve their water 

usage.  From using less tap water to minimal irrigation, we all must learn to use 

less.  Please think of ways to conserve.  Don’t let water run while doing dishes, 

water your plants in the evening when the sun is down.  Use less shower water 

by rinsing, turning off the faucet, soaping down, and then turn shower back on to 

rinse again.  Washing your Park model or trailer or vehicle with a high pressure water hose is also a water 

waste.  If you must wash your trailer have it washed by hand and spray it down using minimal water.  The de-

sert dust quickly accumulates and it’s a loosing battle to try to remove it.  We are in the desert and the dust is 

part of our environment.  This year has been one of the driest since 2007.  And we must prepare and adapt.   

Drought! 

Message from Your Senior Club Committee 

Welcome back to Quail Valley “snowbirds,” and hello to you, ”the year-rounders.” 

 

The Social Events Calendar for 2021-22 is considered a go (minus the Thanksgiving Dinner 

and Bingo, which are on hold and are to be revisited). 

 

All our outdoor events are a GO. 

 

Taco time is to be reviewed as to time and dates. 

 

Our QV Canadian members finally have the green light to come to the Coachella Valley.  “About time eh!” 

 

We should all pay attention to mask-up rules for the Valley and follow the COVID guidelines to do our part  

in considering the well being of our friends and Valley neighbors. 

 

We hope you will all have a healthy and enjoyable 2021-22 season and look forward to welcoming you all in 

our Park this season.  Please consider volunteering for upcoming events.  We will keep you posted of 

planned activities, etc., on the white board on Quail Avenue. 

 

 

Ken Mutch, 
Chairperson, 

Senior Club 

Committee 

Welcome Back Party 

Sunday,  November 14 

2-4 pm, Social Area outside from Library 



Quail Valley Association  

quailvalleyassn@gmail.com 

70-201 Aurora Road  

Desert Hot Springs, CA  92241 

Phone 760-329-5757 

Fax 760-329-5798 

www.quailvalleyseniorPark.com 

www.quailvalleyassn.com 
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Newsletter  
Our Quail Watch Newsletter is published six times a 
year,  November thru November.  Hard copies in B&W 
are distributed at the last coffee meeting of the month 
and thereafter are available in our library.  

Color copies are e-mailed, without disclosing e-mail 
addresses, to everyone on my newsletter e-mail list.  

To get on my e-mail list sign up in laundry or send 
your request to me at: agiffordmke@gmail.com 
   

Annette Gifford, Editor 

Annette Gifford,  

Sp 221 

Editor 

The Northeast Quadrant is pleased to 

announce that the theme for the               

37th Anniversary is Hawaiian 

So all you hula dancers, surfers, and   

nature lovers, gather your gear over the 

summer and plan to participate in the An-

niversary festivities.  

The 37th Anniversary will be held on 

Monday, January 31, 2022. 

Hello Members, I would like to remind members that we have three directors whose terms expire this season.  

They are: Dennis Kirk, Dan Rue and Gene Bryson.  We are looking for nominations for filling these three    

positions. We encourage you to consider someone or even yourself for a nomination.  Since we are a self 

governed Park, it is important to have members step up to help with the governance of the Park.  Plus you will 

find being on the Board an exciting, stimulating and enriching experience.   You will really see what goes on 

to keep our Park running smoothly and efficiently.  Self nominations are definitely encouraged.   

The nominations will be sent out and hand delivered no later than 10/17/21 and the nomination period closes 

12/1/2021 at 5 pm. Ballots will go out very soon after.   So watch for those nomination forms and consider 

throwing your hat in the ring.   

Thank you Dennis, Dan and Gene for your dedicated service on the Board during your terms. 

Becca 

NEW MEMBERS 
Rick & Nancy Martini, Sp 108 

Gloria Mucci, Sp 73 

John & Carole Rogers, Sp 193 

Iris Shashona, Sp 169 

Perry Placide, Sp 203 

Michael Hembree, Sp 172 

Darrel Florer & Justine Torrella, Sp 113 

James Kennedy, Sp 197 

 

Nominations for Board of Directors 

  by Becca Chase 

 

509-431-5966  

Space 148 


