Why you should belong

The American Legion is the nation’s
largest and most powerful
organization in the U.S. for veterans
and their families.

Its members work together to support
their local communities focusing on
services classified under the
organization's four pillars:

 National Security

« Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
o Americanism

 Children and Youth

Based at Cantigny Park, Post 556 is
active throughout the year working
to achieve the standards set by the
Legion Constitution. In addition to
meetings and social activities,
members conduct public fundraising
events at the park such as pancake
breakfasts, pasta dinners and poppy
distribution during Memorial Day
weekend. The Post's primary
community service project is the
Midwest Shelter for Homeless
Veterans in Wheaton. The Post offers
opportunities for our community's
youth through an annual oratorical
competition and the opportunity to
attend the Boys/Girls state program
each year.

Post executive meetings are held
the Second Monday of each
month at 6:00 pm. All members
and prospective members are
welcome to attend.

Post 556 contact information:
Post 556 website: http://cantignypost556.org
commander@cantignypost556.org
seniorvice.commander@cantignypost>3é.org
juniorvice.commander@cantignypost5>é.org
adjutant@cantignypost356.org
finance.officer@cantignypost>36.org
chaplain@cantignypost556.org
vso@cantignypost356.org
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Founded by Colonel Robert R. McCormick in 1928
Cantigny Park, Wheaton, lllinois
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inois National Guard
rved on the
rder in 1916. At the
time, he was editor and publisher
of the Chicago 'I'rl,hune He
further volunteered for service
in World War I with the First
Division (now the 1st Infantry
Division, the famous "Big Red
One"), eventually earning the
rank of Colonel. The Battle of
Cantigny in 1918 was the only
major battle in which McCormick
participated, but the experience
affected him deeply. Upon
returning to the United States, he
changed the name of his
Wheaton estate from Red Oaks
Farm to Cantigny. Colonel
McCormick started two
American Legion Posts: Chicago
Tribune Post 348 and Cantigny
Post 556. Founded in 1928, Post
556 today includes nearly 300
members who all share the
Legion ideals of service and
patriotism. Their gatherings at
Cantigny continue a tradition of
camaraderie among veterans
initiated by the Colonel himself
100 years ago.

management and the re
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Service officers to help process
claims, provide referrals and
resources on education, employment
and death benefits.

The American Legion's position on
national defense, homeland security,
border control and military support
are all part of the long-held Legion
value thatthe key to peace and
world stability is a strong, well
resourced defense. To read more
about our contribution to national
security: www.legion.org/security
The American Legion makes a
difference in our commnmty by
engaging our young people in an
annual oratorical competition that
continues to the national level,
providing scholarship funds to the
winners.

Education assistance -
www.legion.org/scholarships

U.S. Flag protection and education -
www.legion.org/flag
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