
 

 

 
A Practical Guide to Garden Drainage Problems 

 
If your garden holds water after rain, feels boggy underfoot, or suffers from muddy patches for long 
periods, drainage may be the issue. This is one of the most common problems in outdoor spaces and 
one of the most overlooked during garden upgrades. 
 
Signs of poor drainage 
Common signs include: 

 standing water after rainfall  
 soggy lawn areas  
 muddy patches that do not dry out  
 water collecting near patios or paths  
 slippery surfaces caused by constant damp  
 struggling plants in overly wet ground  

 
Common causes 
Drainage issues can happen for several reasons, including: 

 heavy clay soil  
 compacted ground  
 poor garden levels  
 lack of fall on patios  
 blocked drainage routes  
 new hard landscaping reducing natural soakaway areas  

In some cases, the issue is not the rain itself but where the water has nowhere sensible to go. 
 
Why it matters 
Poor drainage can affect: 

 use of the garden  
 appearance of lawns and planting  
 lifespan of paving and structures  
 safety on walkways  
 long-term maintenance costs  

 
Potential solutions 
The right fix depends on the cause, but common options include: 

 regrading the ground to improve fall  
 adding drainage channels  
 using permeable surfaces  
 installing soakaways where appropriate  
 reducing compacted soil  
 improving border and lawn structure  
 introducing gravel or free-draining layers in problem areas  

 
Hard landscaping needs proper planning 
Patios, paths, and other hard surfaces should always be installed with drainage in mind. A great-
looking surface that traps water is not a great surface. It is just a shinier problem. 



 

 

Planting can also help 
In some cases, careful planting and soil improvement can help manage moisture 
and improve how the space performs over time. 
 
Know when the issue is bigger than the garden 
Sometimes drainage problems may relate to neighbouring levels, downpipes, or wider site 
conditions. If the issue is persistent or severe, a more detailed assessment may be needed. 
 
Final thought 
Drainage problems are far easier to address properly at the planning stage than after a garden has 
been finished. If your garden regularly struggles with water, make drainage a priority before 
spending money on appearance alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


