
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT 

Wednesday, February 21, 2024; 9:00 a.m. 

North Valley Agricultural Services 
4936 Bell Road, Chico, CA 95973 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need disability-related 
modifications or accommodations, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in 
this meeting, please contact Tovey Giezentanner at 916-801-0344 by Noon on Tuesday, 
February 20, 2024 prior to this meeting. 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Pledge of Allegiance

ACTION ITEMS 

4. Brown Act Training by Klein DeNatale Goldner

5. Set a date for the next meeting and items for the agenda

REPORT ITEMS 

6. Correspondence

PUBLIC COMMENT 

At this point in the meeting, members of the public are invited to provide comment 
regarding any matter not appearing on today’s agenda. The Tuscan Water District 
reserves the right to limit each comment to three minutes per speaker. 

ADJOURN 



START UP GUIDE FOR THE TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT 

Prior to its First Meeting, the Board Should: 
1. Determine the date, time, and location of the first Board meeting.
2. Prepare an agenda and post notice of the first Board meeting.

At its First Meeting, the Board Should: 
1. Receive Brown Act training from Klein DeNatale Goldner LLP.
2. Set a date for the next meeting and items for the agenda.

At its Second Meeting, the Board Should: 
1. Elect a President, Vice President, a Treasurer, and a Secretary.
2. Adopt, by resolution, a schedule of regular meetings.
3. Receive a briefing from AGUBC (and potentially others) regarding the District’s

formation to date.
4. Discuss District priorities.
5. Consider the formation of a Management Ad Hoc Committee and direct that ad hoc

committee to: (a) identify potential legal counsel; and (b) identify any consultants that the
Board may need for the management and operation of the District.

6. Consider the formation of a Finance Ad Hoc Committee and direct that ad hoc committee
to: (a) discuss the District’s current financial position; (b) develop a preliminary budget
for Years 1 – 10; and (c) develop a finance plan with recommendations for immediate,
short-term, and long-term needs.

At its Third Meeting, the Board Should: 
1. Hear and discuss ad hoc committee reports.
2. Continue discussion regarding District priorities.
3. Appoint legal counsel.
4. Appoint any consultants.
5. Discuss and take appropriate action regarding the District’s proposed budget.
6. Discuss and take appropriate action regarding the District’s immediate, short-term, and

long-term financial needs.
7. Authorize the creation of banks accounts.
8. Authorize signatories for those newly authorized bank accounts.

At a Later Meeting, the Board Should: 
1. Identify and select a fixed office location.
2. Receive AB 1234 ethics training.
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3. Submit an application to LAFCO to conduct a municipal services review and determine 
the sphere of influence for the District. 

4. Adopt a resolution requesting LAFCO to establish electoral divisions.  
5. Enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Vina Basin and the Butte 

Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agencies.  
6. Set the appropriations limit.  
7. Inspect the assessable area within the District.  

 
Funding Options  

1. Secure a short-term private loan.  
2. Seek additional contributions from the District’s proponents or other landowners and 

provide those contributing landowners with a credit against future assessments. 
3. Reimbursement through the AGUBC.  
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February 8, 2024 

Board of Directors Sent Via Email to:  Rich McGowen, rmfrich@hotmail.com  
Tuscan Water District Ed McLaughlin, dmclau99@sbcglobal.net 
c/o Chief Petitioners Darren Rice, almondfarmer@msn.com  
30 Independence Circle, #300 
Chico, CA 95973 

Re: Post Formation Notes 

Dear Board of Directors, 

Congratulations on the successful formation of the Tuscan Water District (TWD).  The Certificate 
of Completion (Attachment 1) was filed with the Butte County Clerk-Recorder on February 1, 
2024, which concludes the formation application process.  The TWD is now a local government 
agency, specifically a California Water District (Water Code Section 34000) with an independent 
elected board of directors.  The transition from applicant to a public agency on February 1, 2024, 
most notably involves immediate compliance with the Ralph F. Brown Act and its regulations 
regarding conducting the public’s business.  I strongly encourage the TWD Board to receive best 
practices training on how to effectively administer a public agency. 

Initial Steps 

It is our strong recommendation that the TWD immediately create a public website which includes 
the following information: 

x The District’s contact information (person/phone/email). 
x Elected Board of Director’s names and contact information. 
x Official Board meeting location and where agendas will be posted. 
x Current organizational structures for managing the District. 
x Formation documents, maps, public notices, and meeting agendas at a minimum. 

We are hopeful the District will promptly adopt Bylaws to govern the way the group must function, 
as well as the roles and responsibilities of its officers. Bylaws are essential in helping an 
organization map out its purpose and the practical day-to-day details of how it will go about its 
business.  This is also a critical component of public transparency and establishing trust. 

Formation Terms and Conditions 

The TWD formation approval is subject to the terms and conditions of LAFCo approving 
Resolution No. 18 2022/23.  Some of these terms and conditions are time sensitive and are listed 
below: 
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Section 2 - General Findings 

F. Pursuant to Government Code Section 56426.5(b), the Commission is adopting an interim
coterminous Sphere of Influence for the District.  The Commission will, within one year of the
effective date of the TWD formation, determine the long-term sphere of influence for the
TWD.  The Commission’s conditions of approval require the TWD, within 6 months of the
recording of the Certificate of Completion for the formation of the Tuscan Water District, to
submit an application to LAFCo to conduct a municipal service review (MSR) and determine
the sphere of influence for the new district to LAFCo and that all fees and costs associated
with the application shall be borne by the applicant (TWD), including an initial deposit in an
amount deemed appropriate by the Executive Officer.

Section 3 – Conditions adopted by LAFCo 

Boundaries 

6. a. Pursuant to G.C. 56426.5.(b), the Commission hereby adopts an interim Sphere of Influence
for the District that is coterminous with the proposed District boundaries. As a special 
condition of that Sphere, the sphere shall be reduced to a zero sphere and the District 
dissolved if the District does not successfully enact a revenue measure for the District in 
accordance with Condition 12 below within one year from the date of recording the Certificate 
of Completion as provided in Section 57077.1(c)(1) without protest or election. The Executive 
Officer may extend this one-year deadline based on good cause demonstrated by the District. 

b. Within 6 months of the recording of the Certificate of Completion for the formation of the
Tuscan Water District, the Board of Directors of the Tuscan Water District shall submit an
application to LAFCo to conduct a municipal service review (MSR) and determine the long
term sphere of influence for the new district to LAFCo and that all fees and costs associated
with the application shall be borne by the applicant (TWD), including an initial deposit in an
amount deemed appropriate by the Executive Officer.  The failure to execute this condition
will result in the Commission applying a zero sphere of influence and initiating corrective
actions up to and including, dissolution of the District.

9. The TWD board of directors shall within six (6) months from the date of the recording of the
Certificate of Completion, adopt a resolution requesting the Board of Supervisors to establish
electoral divisions based on equal size (acres) and the boundaries thereof in accordance
with Water Code sections 35025 and 35026.  The number of divisions shall be equal to the
number of directors (WC35025). The failure to execute this condition will result in the
Commission initiating corrective actions up to and including, dissolution of the District.

Governance – Finance 

12. The formation of the TWD shall be contingent upon a successful vote on the formation as
determined pursuant to Water Code Section 34500.  The continuing operation of the District
shall require that the TWD enact a special assessment or other revenue measure generating
sufficient annual revenue for the ongoing operation of the District in an amount not less than
$445,600/year on all land within the District receiving a special benefit or property-related
service. If the revenue measure is not successfully enacted by the District within one year of
the recording of the certificate of completion, pursuant to G.C. 56886(o) the Water District
shall be dissolved in accordance with the procedure set forth in G.C. 57077.1(c)(1). As an
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integral part of the formation conditions, the District Board shall be deemed to have initiated 
such dissolution in the event it fails to meet the one-year deadline. The Commission may 
extend this deadline for good cause upon request by the Water District. 

 
Intergovernmental Coordination – SGMA and Water 
 
13. The Tuscan Water District, shall within one (1) year from the date of the recording of the 

Certificate of Completion, enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Vina 
Basin and Butte Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agencies establishing the formal, 
government to government working relationship between the Tuscan Water District and the 
GSAs to include acknowledging the roles of each agency in the SGMA environment, methods 
for communication, cooperation and collaboration, establishing points of contact and any 
other matter that leads to cooperation in the implementation of the GSP for the basin.  The 
MOU should identify the Tuscan Water District as a GSA partner, pursuant to the sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act, Water Code section 10720 et. seq. The MOU shall be 
provided to the LAFCo Executive Officer upon completion.  The failure of the District to 
successfully enter into a MOU with the GSA’s within one year of the Certificate of Completion 
being recorded, the Tuscan Water District shall be dissolved by LAFCo at the request of the 
TWD Board of Directors. If an agreement cannot be reached with the GSA’s, the TWD can 
request LAFCo to mediate a resolution and/or extend this deadline for an additional period 
to be determined by LAFCo or modify the condition. 

 
Initial Business 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 57150(b), the cost of the formation election is to be paid by 
the newly formed district.   The Butte County Clerk-Recorder has provided an invoice dated January 
16, 2024, (Attachment 2) requesting payment. 
 
As a new special district in Butte County, the TWD is now a member agency of Butte LAFCo.  This 
allows TWD board members to serve on LAFCo as a special district representative when elections 
occur and a proportional cost of the LAFCo budget appropriations will be extended to the TWD. 
 
Future Assistance 
 
As with all member agencies, LAFCo staff are always available to provide guidance or assistance to 
the District as necessary.  This first year of existence will be critical to the long-term effectiveness of 
the TWD and its mission.  I can be reached at slucas@buttecounty.net or 530-538-6819. 
 
Sincerely, 

Steve Lucas 
 
Stephen Lucas 
Executive Officer 
 
 
Attachments: 1.  Certificate of Completion 
  2.  Clerk-Recorder Invoice 
 
cc:  LAFCO 
  

Item 6: Correspondence

6

mailto:slucas@buttecounty.net


Attachment 1Item 6: Correspondence

7



Item 6: Correspondence

8



Item 6: Correspondence

9



Item 6: Correspondence

10



Item 6: Correspondence

11



Item 6: Correspondence

12



Item 6: Correspondence

13



Item 6: Correspondence

14



Item 6: Correspondence

15



Item 6: Correspondence

16



Item 6: Correspondence

17



Item 6: Correspondence

18



Item 6: Correspondence

19



Item 6: Correspondence

20



Item 6: Correspondence

21



Item 6: Correspondence

22



Item 6: Correspondence

23



Item 6: Correspondence

24



Item 6: Correspondence

25



Item 6: Correspondence

26



Item 6: Correspondence

27



Item 6: Correspondence

28



Item 6: Correspondence

29



Item 6: Correspondence

30



Item 6: Correspondence

31



Item 6: Correspondence

32



Item 6: Correspondence

33



Item 6: Correspondence

34



Item 6: Correspondence

35



Item 6: Correspondence

36



Item 6: Correspondence

37



Item 6: Correspondence

38



Item 6: Correspondence

39



Item 6: Correspondence

40



Item 6: Correspondence

41



Item 6: Correspondence

42



Item 6: Correspondence

43



Item 6: Correspondence

44



Item 6: Correspondence

45



Item 6: Correspondence

46



Item 6: Correspondence

47



Item 6: Correspondence

48



Item 6: Correspondence

49



Item 6: Correspondence

50



Item 6: Correspondence

51



Item 6: Correspondence

52



Item 6: Correspondence

53



Item 6: Correspondence

54



Item 6: Correspondence

55



Item 6: Correspondence

56



Item 6: Correspondence

57



Item 6: Correspondence

58



Item 6: Correspondence

59



Item 6: Correspondence

60



Item 6: Correspondence

61



Item 6: Correspondence

62



Item 6: Correspondence

63



Item 6: Correspondence

64



Item 6: Correspondence

65



Item 6: Correspondence

66



Item 6: Correspondence

67



Item 6: Correspondence

68



Item 6: Correspondence

69



Item 6: Correspondence

70



Item 6: Correspondence

71



Item 6: Correspondence

72



Item 6: Correspondence

73



Item 6: Correspondence

74



Item 6: Correspondence

75



Item 6: Correspondence

76



Item 6: Correspondence

77



Item 6: Correspondence

78



Item 6: Correspondence

79



Item 6: Correspondence

80



Item 6: Correspondence

81



Item 6: Correspondence

82



Item 6: Correspondence

83



Item 6: Correspondence

84



Item 6: Correspondence

85



Item 6: Correspondence

86



Item 6: Correspondence

87



Item 6: Correspondence

88



Item 6: Correspondence

89



Item 6: Correspondence

90



Item 6: Correspondence

91



Item 6: Correspondence

92



Item 6: Correspondence

93



Item 6: Correspondence

94



Item 6: Correspondence

95



Item 6: Correspondence

96



Item 6: Correspondence

97



Item 6: Correspondence

98



Item 6: Correspondence

99



Item 6: Correspondence

100



Item 6: Correspondence

101



Item 6: Correspondence

102



Item 6: Correspondence

103



Item 6: Correspondence

104



Item 6: Correspondence

105



Item 6: Correspondence

106



Item 6: Correspondence

107



Item 6: Correspondence

108



Item 6: Correspondence

109



Item 6: Correspondence

110



Item 6: Correspondence

111



Item 6: Correspondence

112



 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

 

Attachment 2 Item 6: Correspondence

113




