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MEMCRANDuM Cf CNDERS'!'ANDING 

'~Lhis IJnder5tr..!I:(:in~ is r.eached by una .:u71cng the United States E::e-

part:nent. 0: rnt~:!rl.o:r, BUrei\U of Reclamatior. {Reclal'naticnl; the 

Pojoaque Va]ley l~rigation vis~rict (Distric~); a~d the Pue~l~s 

~arnoe, San Ildefonso and pojcaque, tc ~rovide for the care, opera-

tion and rna intenance of the; Nam~e falls Dam and Reservoir al:c f::>r 

other purpose5. 

Witnesseth that: 

\-iHEREJl.S, the Act of Congress approved June 13, 1962 

(i6 Stat. 96), authorizes the Sec~etary of the Interior to const=~ct, 

operate, and main~ain the i~itial stage of the San Juan-Chama 

ject 25 a participating project cf the Colorado River Stora~e 

project; and 

vlHl:~REAS, the !)istrict and the Uni ted States of Jl.merica I 

represented by the Bureau of R~cl~mation, have entered into Contract 

No. 14-06-S00-l986, daced October 30, 1972, herein referred to as 

the repayment cont:act, under the ter.ms of which the United States 

will construct N.3mbe Palls Dam and Raservcir and Clppu:tenar.ces t':' 

a~d ?ojoaqu~ River, kncwn as the Pojoaque Tributary Irrigaticn U~i~ 

st.at.es, ana t.1H! c;:q-(;:o, operntion nne ll.::tintenance of the Unit works 

b;' t.;.:.~r..tr th:.' ui,ited St:~te$ or tl:c Ci.st:rict under the i..er:ns of 1:r.~ 
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h'HEREAS I ur.d·~= the tarI~S 0 £ :\r tic 1 e 9 of the =epa:::'-

ment contrac: I the D':':=-;tr icc is col ig~;tQd to !.)uy a perc~nt.age of 

res~rvoir storage cornplt:.x expenses, which j;lercent is bas·~c! upon 

be~e£its accruing to the unit; an~, under tha re?ayment contract, 

the District is obligated for the carc~ I IJ?e:::-ation, anc maintenar.ce 

cf the Unit works at its exp~nse, with the r~ght =eserved in the 

United States to take ever the care, operatio~, and maintenance of 

works previously transferred to the District in the event of a 

vio~ation of the repayment contract terms by the Di~trict, and pro-

vision is likewise mace for retransfer to the District of such 

responsibility; a~d 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the project that care, 

operation and maint€!l\anCe expenses ~ncurred in servicing the Pojoaque 

Tributary lrrigation Un~L and costs of constructing Unit works to 

the extent such cO:1strcction costs ~re within 'the repayment capacity 

of the District and of the Pueblos shall oe p~id by the District 

and by or fer the pueblos in proporti.on to the ben~fi1:s received; a:1d 

WHEPIAS, on ~anuary 31, 1973, the Pueblos and the Ois-

~rlct have entered into contract for the allocation of c~=e, ope~aticn 

and ~aintenance costs of the Pojoaqc~ Tri~utary tnit and far the 

~llocation of wa~~r (OsM Cont~act), 
;;;-

:.oJHF.REAS I thE r'ueb] os have 

:<(;,~servoi. :~ by 

~ 
\ 
\ 
; t-lk InC; ever the and mal:1te!1ancc 

of t.r.t.~ 0r~i t work ~ ::rovidec for or the repayment 
I 

J 
<;\'H!t~act; 

WHERE'~S , th~ District has been fct!r.d to he ope~ating 
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th ~ Unit '"-'crks in s~ch it mc:lTll!er J.~ to ~e in violat.ion of the repay-

~ent contract. ./ 

~ ------=r r--- I :·Jow, the,t'orore, in considQratio:1 of the covena:1ts 
! 
\. ...... - "'. .. .. "'" I I)e,...c~lr: I..On-dl.n':;c, .l..l: ~s mutl:;.ii,LY u~de:-~tood by and 2r.iOng all ",art.ies I 

. ~J I _ 
I -hereto, that ~nler Reclamation oper~~~on of Nambe Falls Dam: 

--~ 
Allocation .of Storag~ 

1. Th~ total active conservation pool containee in Nawbe Falls 

Reservoir as of midnight,December 31, 1982 phall be allocated in 

such a manner as to conform ~ith Article 1 of the O&M Contract. 

This water, totaling 1,615 acre-feet, shall be divided among the Diz-

trict and the Pueblos in the following manner: 

a. T~e District's share of the 1,615 acre-feet shall be 1,067 

acre-feet (66.08% of 1,615) . 

h. The Pueblo of Nambe's share shall be 232 acre-feet (14.38% 

of 1.,615). 

c. The Pueblo of San Ildefonsc's zhare shall be 288 ucre-ieet 

d. The Pueblo of pojoaque's share shall be 28 acre-feet (1.73% 

c f }., 615) • 

2. All '(I03tP-rs f.lowing into the Nambe Falls Reservoir and subsequentl, 

st.cr.el-: :~ere.!.n $l":a11 be div idee,; and crr.:~di l:i2'd G(,. 06 pc=cent to t~:e 

D~:~tricti 14.38 Fer-cent t~'J the i.lueblo of :~a:'nbei 17.8~ percent to the 

?coblo of San Ildefonso~ and 1.73 perce~t to the Pueblo of pojoaque. 

Reservoir ~osscs 

~. All losses a$ computed by Roclama~ion shall be shared proportion-

~tely by all parties having storage rights in Nambe Falls Reservoir 
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as c~·t.er=rlincrl by cividing t~a stored balance of each party by tbe 

total co~te~t cf ~ambe F~lls Reservoir and multiplyinq that quo~i~nt 

by the total computed 10£s. The individual loss thereby obtai~ed 

shal] be subtract-oj fro;u the previous balance to obtain the !'".e"w 

storage balance fo~ each party. 

Releases from Storaae 

4.a) Stored waters shall not be released by Reclamation from Nambe 

Falls Reservoir until a specific request as authorized by the Board 

-----of the District or GovernoJ"-O-f a :'ueblo .! s tnade 'fe.f: s"~::'e2S:'. 

Any such request. for release of stored water must be made t() th~ 

Projects Superintendent, Upper Rio Grande Basin Projects Office, 

Bureau of Reclamation cr his designated representative, and must 

sp~cify the requirements of the release by a proper combination of 

period of time, a~ount of ~ater to be roleased, and the rate of 

--------~----------~---------such relea~. Reclamation retains the =ight to adjust all releases 

to compensate for increased inflows. All verbal rgquests for re-

leas.as of $~cr(~a Vo'ater mu:~+: be confi:rmed in t'lriting and received 

by the P~ojects Superi~tendent or his authorized re~resentative 

no later "Lhan three workin9 days after a vel'bel request has been 

made. RQcla~ation agrees to honor all writte~ requests in a ti~ely 

manner to the cx~cnt tha~ stored ~ater cre~ited tQ the party rc-

queSt.il~g suerj F::J~(iSes is available i!i !':ar.1t.e Falls Reservoir. 

b) :: it is d{:tf:rl:;l ned by Reel amaticn tr.at i:ny party her<z:to is 

~ti.i izing t.!.;!..~ !·..:lccl;~e of :.;tc;red water in an arnoun~ or at a rate 

qr@.;~tG!'r U'h1n th.~t ~.;all:e P:.lr.ty hitS requestcc, such utiliz;\1ticn o!: 
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illegal use of wat~r. 7~Q amount of -----------
~~i1a!.l !Je SUD'C{",1ctcli r r()i1: tt:~ h,:d .~ncc 

5 

~, 
such illegal ~se of water I 

of stored water creditqd tJ 
~ddad to the balance o~ ( 

the~eQf. ~ 

r::>:. ;·"lJ.Jl.:T t--l~:t'J!:, Richts 
---- .. -......-._--..-.. --'--

:.;. !·;oth.i nq hC're if: ~h,:d.l be 'CO!;!=it~·\;Qd to limit or affect the ' .. later 

ci';fhts of. allY of the: PUC':Jlo~ or the District, ncr shall the allocu-

tions of Unit water set forth in Article 1, herein, .be evidence of 

any limit of the quantity of the water rights of any or all of the 

Pueblos or the District from the Rio NaI1ib~-Pojoaque ~tream system. 

6. Nothing herein shall be construed to changa or in any way in-.. . - ..: 

validat0 the Repayment Contract or the O&M Contract, both of ,,·h:'ch 

~hall remain in fui! force and effect. 

Billin~ 

7. It is ~urthcr ngrced that nll costs incurred by Reclamation shall 

• be billed to ~nd paid by the Cistrict as provided for in th~ repay-

r.:cnt ;;outr-ect and !;hared by th~ Pueblos as provided in the O&M 

Contract. 
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