
 

September 7, 2025 
8:30 AM 

MT.ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
HISTORICAL VILLAGE OF CHURCHTOWN 

BOILING SPRINGS PA 17007 



WELCOME! 

The members of Mt. Zion extend a warm welcome to all 
visitors. Please sign the guest register in the main entrance 
of the church. If you do not have a church home and are 
seeking one, we would love to have you join us. Please 
speak to the Pastor or to any of our members if you would 
like to learn more about our community of faith. 
All are invited to the communion table. Bread and wine are 
used as the elements of this meal. Grape juice is also 
available for those who do not drink wine. There is also a 
gluten free choice. Children who do not commune may 
receive a blessing.  
About today’s lesson: 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be 
helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our 
prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened 
by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy 
communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of 
baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”
—to choose life in God as our own. 
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MT. ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
325 Old Stonehouse Road  
Boiling Springs PA 17007  

September 7, 2025		 	                  Holy Communion        
13th Sunday after Pentecost	 	       Service 8:30 AM 
    
SILENT PRAYER: 
Lord, graciously hear us, for we seek you alone. Calm our 
bodies and minds with the peace which passes 
understanding, and make us radiant with joy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

PRELUDE: 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Please stand as able. 
P 	 People of God, we have been raised with Christ to 		
	 new life; 
C  	 Freed from every fear and granted every grace. 
P 	 The heavens declare the righteousness of God. 
C 	 The earth reveals God's splendor. 
P 	 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C  	 God's Word shines forth in glory.       

	 	 	 	  
	 	 	  



	 	 	  Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P	 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our 
	 helper, and our keeper. 
C	 Amen. 
P	 Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the 	
	 presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P	 Merciful and loving God, 
C	 We trample on the needy. We grumble about your 	
	 grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have 
	 mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us 	
	 as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 
P	 Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 		
	 Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You 	
	 who were lost have been found.In the name of ☩ 

Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C	 Amen. 
GATHERING SONG:   All My Hope on God is Founded           
	    	 	              (WOV Blue Hymnal)           #782 
GREETING: 
P	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 	
	 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C	 And also with you. 
KYRIE: 
P	 Lord, have mercy.                                                        
C	 Lord, have mercy.                                                               



P	 Christ have mercy. 
C	 Lord, have mercy. 
P	 Lord, have mercy.                                                        
C	 Lord, have mercy.                                                                                                                                         

HYMN OF PRAISE:     





PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P 	 Let us pray.                                                                        
C	 Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your 	
	 continual help, that in all our works, begun, 	 	
	 continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your 	
	 holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to 	
	 everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 	
	 and Lord. Amen. 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING:	 Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
  15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and adversity. 16 If you obey the commandments of the 
LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if 
your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to 
you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live 
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to 
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

   A   The word of the Lord.         C   Thanks be to God 



PSALM:  Psalm 1		 (Read Responsively) 
  1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of 
the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the 
seats | of the scornful! 
 2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, and they 
meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing 
fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not wither; 
everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4 It is not so | with the wicked; they are like chaff which 
the wind | blows away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | 
judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council | of the 
righteous. 
 6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  
SECOND READING: 	 Philemon 1-21                             
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to 
our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your 
house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always when I mention 
you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 
partnership of your faith may become effective as you 
comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 I have 
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 
through you, my brother. 8 For this reason, though I am more 
than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the right 
thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love
—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my 



child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 
imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he 
is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that 
is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with 
me so that he might minister to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing 
without your consent in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the 
reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to 
me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as 
you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way 
or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart 
in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.      

A   The word of the Lord.         C   Thanks be to God.      
Please stand as able.                                                                   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION :                                                               



GOSPEL:                                                                                                  

P	 The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 14th chapter.                                  
C	 Glory to you, O Lord.	 	                                       

	 	 	  Luke 14:25-33                                                                     

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he 
turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 
he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to 
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he 
cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up 
all your possessions.” 

P	 The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                                                                  
C	 Praise to you, O Christ.	                                               
Please be seated.                                                                     

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                      

SERMON:                                                                                       

Please stand as able.                                                                                                                                             



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                       
	          “Take Up Your Cross,” the Savior Said      #398                                    
	 	              (LBW Green Hymnal)	          
P	 Living together in trust and hope, we confess 	 	
	 our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.                                                                                            
THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
P	 Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the 	 	
	 church, the world, and all in need.                                                                     
A brief silence. 
After each portion of the prayers. 

A	  God of grace,                                                                                         
C	 receive our prayer.                                                            

P	 We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name 	
	 of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.                    
C	 Amen.    



PEACE:                                                                                                  

P 	 The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                 
C 	 And also with you.                                                                    
P	 Let us share the pease with one another. 

Please stand as able. 
The Lord’s table is prepared. 
Offering brought forward. 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
P	 Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what 
	 you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on 	
	 the uncertainty of riches but on you, who richly 	 	
	 provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to 	
	 bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus 	
	 Christ our Lord. 
C	 Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING:   
P	 The Lord be with you. 
C	 And also with you. 
P	 Lift up your hearts. 
C	 We lift them to the Lord. 
P	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C	 It is right to give him thanks and praise 
PREFACE:  
P	 It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all 		
	 times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 	
	 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 	
	 this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 	 	
	 glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 	 	
	 everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and 	
	 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 		
	 their unending hymn: 



SANCTUS:                                                                                                                      

P	 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 	
	 took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 	
	 his disciples, saying.  Take and eat; this is my body, 	
	 given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.      
	 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 	
	 gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 		
	 covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people 	
	 for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 	 	 	
	 remembrance of me.                                              	  

	 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, 	 	
	 ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 	 	
	 your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we 	
	 may know the unity we share with all your people 

	 in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
	 Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the 		
	 Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 		



	 Father, now and forever.                                              
C	 Amen.                                                                    	 	                                                                                                                                                                        

P	  Now let us pray as Jesus taught us.                                                                             
C	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 		
	 name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 	 	
	 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 	
	 bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 	
	 those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 	
	 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 	
	 the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 	
	 and ever. Amen.                                                                                                            

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:                                                   
P	 	 Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to 	

	 this meal of mercy. 
Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION We will be 
communing by tables. Please follow the instruction of the 
usher. Communion hymn of meditation is played until 
everyone has communed.   



Please stand as able.                                                                                                                                                         

P	 	 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 	 	
	 	 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.                                                          
C	 	 Amen.	                                                    

COMMUNION PRAYER:                                                           

P	 	 O God, through this meal you have strengthened us 
	 and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do 	
	 good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
	 We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C	 	 Amen.                                                                                           
BLESSING:	                                                                                                        
P	 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 	
	 face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 	
	 look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.                                                                                 
C  	 Amen                  
SENDING HYMN: 	  Lift High the Cross	        #377	  
	 	                   (LBW Green Hymnal)     
DISMISSAL:  	                                                                                                               
P	 Go in peace. Do not lose heart.                                                                                                         
C	 Thanks be to God. 

  

THE POSTLUDE:     
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS025881.New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission."Permission to reprint, podcast, and / 
or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-718061. All rights reserved.”  
Acknowledgement for the Opening: Feasting on the Word: Worship 
Companion – Liturgies for Year C, Vol. 2, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, 
p.116, 120. 



The bulletins are given to the Glory of God by Jan Fritchey.	   

                 	            	            	 	 	 	   	
	 	 	  



	 	 	 	 PLAN  AHEAD    

September 7  Sunday School for children       (after Service)            
	                Adult Sunday School via Zoom          7:00 PM 
September 8  Social Ministry Meeting 		 	    9:30 AM			 
September 14  Worship Service  	 	 	            8:30 AM 
	                  Noisy Offering                                     	 	 		 		
	 	          Sunday School for children     (after Service)            
	                  Adult Sunday School via Zoom        7:00 PM 
September 18 Council Meeting	                     	    7:00 PM 
September 21 Worship Service  	 	 	            8:30 AM 
	                  Noisy Offering                                           	 							
	                  Assemble LWR Kits                 (after service)              
	 	 	 Adult Sunday School via Zoom        7:00 PM			
September 28  Worship Service  	 	 	            8:30 AM 
	                  Noisy Offering                                     	 	 		 		
	 	          Sunday School for children     (after Service)            
	                  Adult Sunday School via Zoom        7:00 PM 
October 4	 Community Dinner                  5:00 - 6:30 PM	 

	 	 	     ANNOUNCEMENTS   

NOISY OFFERING for CPARC begins September 14.  We 
will collect donations the second through fifth Sundays 
through out this fall. The money donated willprovide the 
residents of the Churchtown home with spending money. We 
will accept coins (noisy), bills (not so noisy), and checks 
(made out to Mt. Zion with CPARC on the memo line). 
Please give generously to help our neighbors.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL - LEARNING ABOUT 
THE NICENE CREED - SUNDAYS AT 7:00 PM VIA 
ZOOM flyer has information and an email has been sent 
also.   



IF INTERESTED in being a First, Second and Psalm 
reader please let Sandy Goodman know. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES ARE NOW ON SALE here are the 
list of supplies we will be needing for the School and 
Personal Care kits.  Lists are on back table. 
School Kits		 	 	 	 Personal Care Kits 
Spiral Bound Notebook (70 Pages)     Towels (27 x 52 Dark)                                                      
Scissors (Blunt)                                    Nail Clipper                                                  
Blue/Black Pens (No Gel)                    Toothbrush                                                
Pencils (Unsharpened)	 	 	 Soap (3 or 4 oz)  
Pencil Sharpeners                                                                                   
Crayola Crayons (24 Count)                                                                       
Ruler (Centimeter & Inch)                                                                                                            
We will be assembling them after service on the 21st.	  

NEW HOPE’S DILLSBURG CENTER SPECIFIC 
NEEDS: Canned chicken, tuna or beef stew, Canned fruit 
and fruit cups, Canned vegetables, Peanut Butter, Juice and 
juice boxes, Ketchup and mustard, Diapers, wipes, diaper 
cream, Feminine hygiene products, Laundry detergent, 
Shampoo,Toilet paper; paper towels, Tooth Paste. 
FROM PASTOR JENNIFER  If you are in need of a home 
visit, or know someone who is, please contact Pastor 
Jennifer at 734-576-2025 or 
pastorjenn.clc.duncannon@gmail.com .   
THE BULLETINS   To sign up the chart to sponsor 
bulletins, ($25), is located on left bulletin board inside 
church doors as this is part of our budget please sign up.                                   
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE As ever and with 
your support, the ELCA, through Lutheran Disaster 
Response, stands ready to walk with our neighbors in the 
Texas hill country as the floodwaters recede and 
communities begin to navigate life on the other side of this 

mailto:pastorjenn.clc.duncannon@gmail.com
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horrific flood. Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating 
with the Southwestern Texas Synod and will work with 
other partners as well to respond to urgent needs, provide 
emotional and spiritual care, and support cleanup and long-
term recovery. Please make checks payable to Mt. Zion and 
put Lutheran Disaster in the memo line.  
 WALKING TOUR Saturday, October 25 at 1:00 p.m. there 
will be a Walking Tour of Churchtown led by Sharon Nelson 
and Sue Sunday. This tour will start in Mt. Zion’s parking 
lot and will feature the 230 years of Mt. Zion and the stories 
and homes of Churchtown’s Civil War veterans. We will be 
joined by Col. (Ret.) Terrence Beltz, the author of 
Unclaimed Valor: the history of the 130th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, Many of the men from the Churchtown 
area served in the 130th, led by our very own Civil War 
hero, Col. Henry Zinn. 

	 	       ATTENDANCE  
       	 August 31, 2025	 	 	 	 17 
      	 Last Year               		   	           22                                   
      	 Online August 24, 2025    	           55                              
       	 Last Year                   	                     79       

	 	 	 STEWARDSHIP                                                                                   
	 August 31, 2025	                            $ 680.00          		
	 Last Year  	 	 	                 $1028.68             	            
	            	 	 	 	   


